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Sum Fein deals blow to Major 

Ulster accord 
‘not enough’ 
to halt killing 


By Nichoias Wait 
IRELAND 
CORRESPONDENT 

JOHN Major's Northern Ire¬ 
land peace initiative suffered a 
setback last night when a 
leading member of Sinn Fein 
said the Downing Street decla¬ 
ration was too weak to per¬ 
suade the IRA to aid its 
violence. 

As the IRA announced a 72- 
hour holiday ceasefire, Martin 
McGuinness said that for all 
the declaration's “grand 
phraseology 1 *, it would not 
solve the province's problems. 

His party’s “project for 
peace” was aimed at aiding 
the violence and he hoped the 
declaration might be “a begin¬ 
ning". but he said: “Unfortu¬ 
nately. at this point in time 
the political situation hasn't 
developed to a position where 
Sinn Ffeincanuseits influence 
to end attacks on the British 
Crown forces." 

The IRA has yet to. respond 
to the joint declaration by Mr 
Major and his Irish counter¬ 
part Albert Reynolds, but it is 
expected to hold top-level dis¬ 
cussions on the subject in die 
’ coming week- These will be 
attended by senior IRA men 
among some 400 republican 
and Loyalist prisoners re¬ 
leased from jails in Northern 
Ireland yesterday for a week’s 
Christmas leave. 

The prisoners are released 
with a licence saying they are 
free to go anywhere in North¬ 
ern Ireland until December 
30. Those heed included die 
Brendan McEarlane, who is 
serving five fife sentences for 
murder, and Bobby Storey, a 
ringleader of the Maze mass 
escape who is serving seven 
years. They are expeded to 
insist on an amnesty, or at 
least early release, as a prereq- 


■ The IRA’s Christmas ceasefire had 
a sting in Its tail signalling 
dissatisfaction with peace deal offers. 
An IRA amnesty is still demanded 



“At Christmas the rush of 
the world stops for one 
moment and we hold our 
breath, and catch a 
glimpse of a love which 
“hears all things, endures 
all things and hopes all 
things' and invites us to 
risk our lives on its truth, 
the truth of the Word of 
God who became flesh 
and dwelt among us. the 
truth of the Child of 
Bethlehem." 

Leading article, page IS 
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uisite for any permanent 
peace deal. 

The traditional IRA Christ¬ 
mas ceasefire is in part de¬ 
clared to coincide with the 
prisoners’ parole, but its an¬ 
nouncement this year was also 
an indication erf die IRA’s 
dissatisfaction with the'Down¬ 
ing Street declaration. Had it 
been encouraged, the truce 
might have been extended. 

Instead, die IRA merely 
issued a terse statement say¬ 
ing: “As of midnight Decem¬ 
ber 23. and far a period of 72 
hours thereafter, active service 
units of the Irish Republican 
Army across the occupied six 
counties will temporarily sus¬ 
pend mflitary operations." 

The announcement was 
treated with disdain by 

Anger as court 
clears Marines . 

Two Royal Marines who 
killed a Sirm Fem member 
and injured his brother at 
a checkpoint three years 
ago were yesterday cleared 
of murder and attempted 
murder by a Belfast court 
Relatives and friends of 
the men condemned die 
verdict-Page 2 


Downing Street, which said: 
“Christmas is the time of 
peace, but it should be a 
lasting peace and not just a 
temporary hill in the killing.’ 

The ceasefire was a distrac¬ 
tion from the real issue, the 
statement added. “The people 
in Northern Ireland want a 
permanattend to violence, not 
a temporary cease fire . Both 
governments made it dear in 
the joint declaration that the 
achievement of peace must 
involve a permanent end to 
the use of. or support for. 
paramilitary violence. It is 
only after a permanent end to 
violence has been demonstrat¬ 
ed that the doors to normal 
democratic politics can open. 
The question for all involved 
in vfoleQce is: “W3I you stop 
the violence now, for good?’ 
You have die best opportunity 
to do so for many years and it 
will not last forever.” 

On Wednesday, Mr Major 
ventured into the republican 
heartland of West Belfast to 
challenge Gerry Adams, the 
Sinn Ffein president, to pickup 
“the gauntlet for peace" But 


his remarks enraged Mr 
McGuinness. who said: “1 
hear that John Major has 
stated there was a gauntlet for 
peace on the table. Republi¬ 
cans are looking up at what is 
an the table and they are 
seeing 30.000 armed British 
soldiers with their guns point¬ 
ed at their beads. 

“Who is going to persuade 
the British Government to 
give up its violence? Who is 
going to persuade the Loyal¬ 
ists to give up their violence? 
Why does it have to start with 
the IRA? Has Britain no 
responsibility in foe matter?" 

Mr McGuinness^ com¬ 
ments were Sinn Fean’S most 
hardline response to the 
Downing Street declaration 
and a dear signal that the IRA 
is unhappy with it as it stands. 
But in an interview with the 
Deny Journal. Mr McGuin- 
tess made dear that Sinn fein 
wanted to keep the initiative 
alive. “Maybe this declaration 
is the beginning,” he said. 
“But it is ambiguous at file 
moment, there are contradic¬ 
tions in it and we need 
clarifications on these points.” 
Mr Adams, who is said to be 
unwell and has been ordered 
to rest over the holiday, has 
repeatedly demanded clarifi¬ 
cations since the declaration 
was issued on December 15. 

But in Dublin. Dick Spring 
echoed Mr Majors comments 
on Wednesday that he could 
not wait forever for a Sinn 
Ban response. The Irish Rw- 
eign Minister said the party 
should use the Christmas 
period to make a decision. 

Mr Major also received 
strong support from foe Ulster 
Unionists yesterday. Jim 
Mcrfyneaux. the party leader 
who met the Prime Minister at 
Hillsborough Castle on Wed¬ 
nesday night with flie leaders 
of UlsteTS other constitutional 
parties, praised him for turn¬ 
ing world opinion against the 
IRA. 

Mr Molyneaux said: The 
declaration was not designed 
to please us. It didn’t please us, 
it stiff doesn't please us. But we 
have to recognise that it is 
essential that world opinion 
should be marshalled behind 
the two governments, and 
particularly the British Gov¬ 
ernment, in challenging the 
IRA to put an end in its 
entirety to their violence." 

Letters, page 15 


Bosnian kidnappers 
free British soldiers 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 
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FOUR British soldiers on 
patrol in centra! Bosnia were 
kidnapped by a maverick 
Muslim gang yesterday and 
held for several hours. One 
escaped after a struggle but 
tiie other three were taken 
away along with their 

armoured personnel carrier. 

The kidnapping, by a group 
described as “uncontrolled de¬ 
ments” of Muslim forces, took 
place near Gornji Vakuf, west 
of Vrtez. where the mam party 
of British forces — co nsisting 
of the 1st Battalion Coldstream 

Guards and other army units 

— is based. 

The four Coldstream sol¬ 
diers were on patrol in an 

armoured Personnel earner 

when Muslims, armed with 
Kalashnikovs, surrounded 
them- The Muslims emerged 
from an area in which a gang 

has been operatiite fortiieteri 

eight months, and who were 


responsible far killing an aid 
worker earlier this year. It was 
the first time, however, that 
British soldiers had been kid¬ 
napped. although earlier this 
year British troops were am¬ 
bushed by Muslim forces near 
Busovaca, in central Bosnia, 
and the soldiers were forced to 
hand over their SASO rifles. 

Before the soldiers' release 
last night, urgent consulta¬ 
tions were bdd with the focal 
factional commanders to seek 
help in finding file missing 
patroL The soldier who es¬ 
caped was also debriefed at 
the British logistics camp in 
Gornji Vakuf. 

A company of Coldstream 
Guards and about 200 sup- 
port personnel including Roy¬ 
al Engineers, are based at 
Gonyi Vakuf. 

Renewed gunfire, page 9 
Valerie Grove; page 13 



Choristers rehearsing in King’s College Chapel Cambridge, yesterday for this afternoon’s Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, a signal to millions 
that Christmas has truly begun. The boy chosen to sing the opening verse of Once In Royal David's City will not be told until just before the service 


Clintons ‘face subpoena’ 
over business dealings 

From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


QUESTIONS about President 
Clinton’s past business deal¬ 
ings yestoday overshadowed 
those about his extramarital 
activities after reports that the 
Justice Department was hom¬ 
ing in on his links with a 
bankrupt Arkansas financier. 

The Wall Street Journal 
said the department, which is 
conducting a criminal investi¬ 
gation of file financier, was 
considering seeking a subpoe¬ 
na to obtain a key file on those 
finks that Mr and Mrs Clinton 
do not wish to surrender. 
Publidy Janet Reno, the Attor¬ 
ney-General denied the White 
House, was impeding the de¬ 
partment’s investigation. 

The New York Times and 
The Washington Post both 
called for the release of the He 
which the President’s aides 
had quickly and quietly re¬ 
ed from the office of 
Vincent Foster, the deputy 
White House counsel and 
Clinton family lawyer, after he 
committed suicide last July. 

Republicans led by Robert 
Dole, the Senate minority 
leader, are demanding a con¬ 
gressional investigation into 
Mr Clinton’s dealingswith the 
financier. James McDougal, 
when be was Governor of 
Arkansas. Mr McDougal, an 
old friend and political asso¬ 
ciate of the Clintons, was 
owner of Iitfle Rede’s Madi¬ 
son Savings and Loan Associ¬ 
ation, the American 


equivalent of a building 
society. 

The Justice Department is 
investigating whether Mr 
McDougal improperly divert¬ 
ed funds from his tailing S & L 
to Mr Clinton and other 
Arkansas politicians in file 
mid-198Qs, and to a property 
venture called Whitewater - 
Development in which the 
Clin tons were joint partners 
with Mr and Mrs McDougal 

At that time Mr McDougal 
with Hillary Clinton as his 
lawyer, was seeking the state’s 
permission to relax his S & l/s 
borrowing restrictions in a 
desperate attempt to stay in 
business. He succeeded, and 
the S&L thus managed to 
survive a few more years 
before collapsing in 1989 at a 
cost to taxpayers of $60 mil- 



Reno: denies White 
House interference 


lion (£40.25 million). The 
White House’S oviduct has 
fanned suspicions that the file 
may contain damaging mate¬ 
rial Balice investigating Mr 
Vincent's death last summer 
were not permitted to inspect 
it Reporters were led to 
believe that White House 
officials had removed nothing 
of substance from Mr Foster^ 
office. Only this week, after 
investigators began pressing 
for its release, did the White 
House admit that the file had 
been sent to David Kendall 
the Clintons' new lawyer. 

On Tuesday Mrs Clinton 
said she did not intend to 
surrender the file, and ex¬ 
pressed “bewfldermenr that 
anyone should still be interest¬ 
ed in Whitewater-- a venture 
in which the Clintons insisted 
during last year’s campaign 
that they had been passive 
partners and had lost $69,000. 
On Wednesday Mr Clinton 
said he wished to co-operate 
with the investigators but 
stopped short of saying he 
would release the file. 

Bruce Lindsey, a dose aide 
and confidant of the President, 
has been assigned to answer 
questions about the issue. This 
and other indications from the 
White House suggest that 
officials are more worried 
about fills issue than they are 
about sexual allegations. 


Snow promises cold 
comfort for shepherds 


By Dominic Kennedy 


WHILE shepherds watch 
their flocks by night, the 
Transport and General Work¬ 
ers’ Union wfl! be bringing 
them glad tidings of great joy. 

The 71-year-old union 
motto “Stronger because we 
care'* — is preparing to claim 
double time-and-a-half for 
any of its sheep-herding 
brethren forced to dig stray 
lambs from snow drifts on 
Christinas Day. 

“Our shepherds will be 
freezing to bloody death if 
there's a white Christmas." 
said Paul Redgate, a regional 
official at Newcastle upon 


Tyne who is himself a former 
shepherd. “Livestock doesn’t 
take any notice of the festive 
season, so our members will 
still go out and check their 
flocks, bringing them hay and 
barley. 

"If it snows, you kiss your 
wife goodbye in the morning 
and set off with your dog to 
look for lost sheep." 

The TAG represents all of 
Britain’s unionised shep¬ 
herds. but they form only a 
small proportion of the re¬ 
confirmed on page 2, col 4 

Travel and weather, page 2 


Editors confused, page II 


Christmas 
euphoria 
hits City 

BY Michael Clark 
and Sara McConnell 

EUROPEAN stock markets 
hit record highs yesterday as 
investors wurt on a Christ¬ 
mas buying spree. 

The London stock market 
soared to its highest levels 
ever with the FT-SE 100 
Index briefly breaching 
3.400 before dosing 403 tip 
at a dosing record high of 
33963. That brings the rise 
on the week so far to almost 
60 points. 

The euphoria in London 
was mirrored on the Paris 
Bourse where the GA.C-4Q 
Index surged I7J6 to a new 
dosing high of 224332. In 
Frankfurt the Dax index 
rose I7J6 to 2327.09. 

Festive cheer, page 19 
Afl-time highs, page 22 


Russian captors force 
children on helicopter 


From Reuter in Moscow 


A HELICOPTER comman¬ 
deered by four gunmen who 
have kidnapped 12 schoolchil¬ 
dren and a teacher from the 
southern Russian city of Ros- 
tov-on-Don, landed in Krasno¬ 
dar yesterday, Russian news 
agencies said. 

Itar-Tass news agency said 
the kidnappers told officials in 
Krasnodar, ISO miles south of 
Rostov, they wanted a plane in 
which to fly to a destination 
outside Russia, possibly Iran 
via Grozny, capital of 
Chechnya. 

Tfte heavily-armed gunmen 
took file boys and girls, aged 
15 and 16. and their teacher 
hostage after stunning into 
Rostov Gymnasium school at 
midday yesterday. Interior 
ministry officials provided 
them with a transport helicop¬ 
ter at the oily's mifitary airport 
in the hope that the gunmen 
would release their hostages. 


A schoolgirl released by the 
gunmen to relay the demand 
for the helicopter, quoted 
them as saying; “We all are 
sick with Aids. We have 
nothing to lose." 

A local journalist said the 
men rejected a plea by the 
authorities to exchange two 
local officials, including the 
mayor of Rostov, for the 
children. The gunmen are also 
believed to have a suitcase of 
explosives. 

The drama began at about 
noon, when the gunmen, 
wearing comhar fatigues and 
bullet-proof vests, burst into a 
classroom and fired several 
shots into the ceiling. They 
then herded the dass into a 
minibus. Interfax news agen¬ 
cy said there were 19 people on 
board, including the minibus 
driver and a serviceman 
seized at some point during 
negotiations. 
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BLAZER SALE 



HARE NASNT TAKING ANY CHANCES MEN 
IT CAME TO GETTING TO7HE BLAZER SALE 


_STARTS 

MONDAY 27 DECEMBER 
AT1XAM 


London; Govern Garden, Bond Street. Kings Road. 
Oxford Street, Kensington, Brent Cross. Whitdeys, 
Hampstead, Ealing. 

Outside London: Guildford, Winchester, Richmond, 
Manchester. Nottingham, Brighton, Bath, Kin gston . 
Sheffield, Bromley. Cheltenham, Windsor, Glasgow, 
Watford. Birmingham. 

* Sale starts 29 December ai 
Braadgaie. Fencburch Street and Canary Wharf. 
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Judge dears 
Marines who 
killed Sinn 
Fein member 

By Nicholas Watt, ireiand correspondent 


THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 241993 


C HRIS HARMS 


TWO Rqyai Marines who shot 
and killed a member of Sinn 
Fein and wounded his brother 
in South Armagh three years 
ago were cleared yesterday of 
murder and attempted 
murder. 

As the two soldiers were 
freed, relatives and friends of 
the dead man's family and 
nationalists condemned the 
verdict The SDLPdescribed it 
as depressing. 

Fergal Caraher died after 
Lance-Corporal Richard 
EUdngton. 23, and Marine 
Andrew ghm 21. fired 
20 shots at his car as his 
brother allegedly sped from a 
checkpoint The soldiers said 
they opened fire to save a 
colleague who, they said, was 
being carried on the bonnet 

Sir Brian Hutton, the 
Northern Ireland Chief Jus¬ 
tice, said that he was acquit¬ 
ting the soldiers because he 
had “reasonable doubt as to 
the guilt of each of the ac¬ 
cused". There were flaws in 
their evidence, but there was 
scientific evidence to support 
their claims, he said after 
delivering his verdicts at 
Crumlin Road court in Belfast 

The two soldiers said that 
they fired on Mr Caraher’s 
car, killing him and seriously 
injuring ms brother MicheaL 
alter the pair drove away from 
an army checkpoint in Cufly- 
hana on December 30. 1990. 
Cpl EUdngton said that he 
tried to stop the car by smash¬ 
ing the drivers window. As 
die car sped off, a third 
soldier, known as Marine B, 
disappeared, which prompted 
Cpl EUdngton to fire II shots 
at the vehicle. Marine Calla¬ 


ghan fired 9 shots. Civilian 
witnesses disputed the sol¬ 
diers’ claims, and said they 
made no attempt to stop the 
car. 

Sir Brian said there was a 
complete conflict between the 
prosecution and defence wit¬ 
nesses. “I am satisfied from 
the way in which the civilian 
witnesses gave their state¬ 
ments to die police and re¬ 
fused to answer questions 
from the police that they were 
not impartial witnesses.” he 
said. 

“On the other hand, the two 
accused, facing grave charges, 
and their comrade Marine B 
had a very strong motive to 
give an exaggerated or un¬ 
truthful account of what hap¬ 
pened in the car park.” 

However, Sir Brian added 
that there was clear evidence 
that Cpl EUdngton had 
smashed the driver's window 
and that the car had come into 
contact with a soldier, because 
fibres of a camouflage uni¬ 
form were found on its bonnet 
Sir Brian concluded that there 
was reasonable doubt as to the 
guilt of the soldiers. 

Mr Caraher‘s widow and 
father attacked the verdict 
outside the court Peter Car¬ 
aher said: “Its very sad for us, 
two days before Christmas, to 
be here knowing that these 
two soldiers will be going back 
home to celebrate Christmas 
with their families.” 

The case became one of the 
most contentious in Northern | 
Ireland in recent years. Mich¬ 
ael Mansfield QC chaired an 
unofficial public enquiry into 
the shootings, but the army 
refused to take part 



Samantha Lewis. 16, who is blind, receiving a hug from her sister Heidi, 7, yesterday at Mount Pleasant sorting 
office, north London. Royal Mail staff presented Samantha, of longstanding, Birmingham, with a talking 
pocket calculator after a “Dear Santa*’ letter from Heidi requested the gift for her sister but nothing for herself 

The Great Christmas Getaway 
overloads roads and trains 


Tories back abolition 
of Lamont’s seat 

By Arthur Leathley, political correspondent 


THE Conservative Party 
has given its blessing to the 
disappearance of Norman 
Lamont’s constituency of 
Kingston upon Thames, 
southwest London. 

Rounding off a depress¬ 
ing year lor the former 
Chancellor, his party has 
deckled that the seat which 
he has held since 1972 
should no longer east With 
changes to boundaries al¬ 
most finalised, the seat is 
expected to be squeezed out 
in the rearrangement of 
south London. 

Conservative Central Of¬ 
fice has stood back from 
intervening to save the seat. 


deciding that the constitu¬ 
ency should be divided be¬ 
tween die neighbouring 
seats of Twickenham, Surin- 
ton and Richmond & 
Barnes. A decision is likely 
early in the new year. 

Mr Lamont, who lost his 
position as Chancellor in 
May. is likely to chance his 
political arm by putting his 
name forward for other 
constituencies, possibly the 
newly created seat of Vale of 
York. 

“We would be very 
pleased to see him back in 
the next parliament,” Con¬ 
servative Central Office 
said. 


By Harvey Elliott 

TRAVEL CORRESPONDENT 

THE country's roads were 
reported to be busy every¬ 
where last night as families 
reunited for a festive break 
which, fen* some, will be up to 
ten days long. 

Sea and airports were pro¬ 
cessing record numbers of 
passengers and British Rail 
services were so lull that 
special boarding passes had to 
be issued to people booking at 
tiie last minute. 

BR was discouraging people 
from standing on trains, each 
of which can cany about 400 
people — slightly more than a 
jumbo jet 

There are no trains running 
tomorrow and only a half- 
hourly Gatwick Express ser¬ 
vice on Sunday. Only 
passengers holding seat reser¬ 
vations were able to travel on 
the busiest Intercity routes 
out of London last night The 
same rule applies today. 

There are no London Bus or 
Underground trains tomor¬ 
row and a number of stations 
(mainly in outer London ar¬ 
eas) will be dosed on Sunday. 

Airlines meanwhile have 
put on extra flights, especially 
to Belfast Pans. Dublin and 
Glasgow. British Airways has 
appealed for volunteers to 
man the airline's super shuttle 
services with five extra flights 
to Belfast Gatwick, the big¬ 


Lunn Poly’s fantastic Super Sale starts on Monday 
December 27th but you’ll need to hurry, our biggest 
discounts ever can only last until Monday 3rd January. 

AH we ask you to do is take out our top quality holiday 
insurance when you book. 

You’d be crazy to book your holiday anywhere else. 
So get to your nearest Lunn Poly Holiday Shop on Bank 
Holiday Monday 27th. 


gest holiday airport was han¬ 
dling more than 40,000 pas¬ 
sengers today and expects to 
cater for more than 200.000 
from now until Monday. 

Gatwick's busiest day over 
the Christmas period is expect¬ 
ed to be Monday, when about 
54.000 passengers are expect¬ 
ed to pass through the airport. 

Stansted in Essex is expect¬ 
ing to handle 100.000 passen¬ 
gers over Christmas and New 
Year compared with 60,000 
last year. 

The Irish airline Aer Lingus 
is providing extra flights from 
eight airports in the UK to 
take about 24.000 passengers 


to Ireland. 

By tonight, Heathrow will 
have handled about 650,000 
passengers in five days. Al¬ 
though most services will not 
operate tomorrow, BA will 
operate four 747 jumbo jet 
services from Gatwick to the 
Caribbean, each of which is 
full. 

On the roads there is likely 
to be congestion at about 15 
roadworks “blackspots", to the 
annqyance of the AA and the 
RAC. 

The two motorists' organ¬ 
isations accused tiie Govern¬ 
ment of giving only lip service 
to pledges to remove cones 


Shepherds still watch 


Continued from page i 
maining “shepherding com¬ 
munity" of about Z000. If the 
Angel of the Lord bad come 
down to a glenside near 
Peebles In the Scottish bor¬ 
ders a generation ago, he 
would have found 14 shep¬ 
herds all seated on the 
ground. Today, the Interna¬ 
tional Sheepdog Society re¬ 
ports sadly, there is only one 
Bryan Stevens. 36, a sheep 
fanner who tends a flock of 
600 on a 1,000ft hillside on 
Exmoor, said testily: “The 
best place for snow is on 
Christmas cards. When 
you've gone out in a blizzard 
equipped with a 15ft pole 


sticking . it into drifts then 
digging for any sheep-like 
object it touches, a white 
Christmas loses Its magic” ' 

Sheep, however, may not be 
in need of rescue—unless the 
weather deteriorates consider¬ 
ably. The London Weather 
Centre reported a maximum 
of 10cm of snow on the 
ground in the Highlands of 
Scotland, at Aviemore, yester¬ 
day, although further flurries 
are predicted for the weekend. 

Snow is also forecast to 
spread into northern England 
and, with the wind expected to 
pick up, shepherds there may 
Ik in with a chance of picking 
up double time-and-a-half. 


during the Christmas season. 

Because many people derid¬ 
ed to start their Christmas 
holiday early, however, there 
was. in general, only minor 
delay on the roads yesterday. 

People travelling across tiie 
Scottish border face serious 
disruption to their journey 
after a gas leak in a supply 
pipe near Beattock, Dumfries 
and Galloway, blew a ^yard- 
long seam in the ground. 

About 30 people were 
moved from their homes and 
the A74, the main Glasgow to 
Carlisle road, was closed for 12 
hours. 

The weather, which had 
been expected to bring a white 
Christmas to much of Britain, 
remained in indeterminate 
mood yesterday, with coldair 
to the north and warm air to 
the south. This is likely to 
bring snow to much of Britain 
north of Nottinghamshire, but 
only scattered wintry showers 
with the possibility of short¬ 
lived snow flurries in the 
South. 

It will, however, be cold 
everywhere and motorists are 
warned to take extra care an 
the roads. 

Christmas at work, page 4 
Philip Howard, page 14 
Leading article and 
Letters, page 15 ; 
Forecast, page 18 
The Times carol 
Weekend, page 7 



Ministers to spend more 
time with their families 

By Jonathan Pkynn, political reporter 


IN TUNE with John Major’s 
“back to basics" message, he 
and most of his cabinet col¬ 
leagues will spend Christinas 
Day at home with their fam¬ 
ilies. 

Mr Major, who spent last 
Christmas at Chequers after a 
punishing schedule of foreign 
trips that ended with a sur¬ 
prise visit to Bosnia, will be at 
his house in Great Stukeley. 
Cambridgeshire. He is not 
expected back at Downing 
Street until January 6 and his 
first international engagement 
is the Nato summit in Brussels 
on January 10. 

Of other senior ministers 
who were prepared to reveal 
their arrangements, only 
Douglas Hurd may be cele¬ 
brating Christmas Day away 
from home. He is expected to 
spend the break shuttling 
betewieen his house in Oxford¬ 


shire and Ch evening, the For¬ 
eign Secretary's official resi¬ 
dence in Kent 

Only a handful of senior 
members are known to be 
planning any time abroad 
during the break. They in¬ 
clude John Patten, the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, who will spend 
a few days in Venice to make 
up for a summer holiday cut 
short by Alness. 

Peter Ulley, the Social Sec¬ 
urity Secretary, will spend 
Christmas Day in London 
with his wife, mother and 
mother-in-law. 

Virginia Bottom ley, the 
Health Secretary, will embark 
on a round of hospital visits, 
mostly in and around her 
Surrey South West 
constituency. 

One cabinet minister who 
certainly will be taking it easy 
is Michael Heseltine, the Pres¬ 


ident of the Board of Trade, 
who suffered a heart attack on 
holiday in Venice in June. He 
will relax at home in 
Oxfordshire. 

□ Mr Major has returned for 
the first time to the Westmin¬ 
ster house where Margaret 
Thatcher’s downfall was plot¬ 
ted. He was the surprise guest 
at the Christmas gathering of 
the Blue Chip Dining Club — 
formed by the brightest Toiy 
MPSof the 1979 intake—at the 
Catherine Place home of Tris¬ 
tan Gard-Jones, the former 
Fbreign Office minister. 

Hours after the inconclusive 
first ballot in the Tory leader¬ 
ship contest in November 
1990. a dozen ministers met 
there in what came to be 
known as the "Catherine Place 
conspiracy". It concluded that 
Margaret Thatcher was fin¬ 
ished as prime minister. 


27 Jamaicans to be deported 


mPoly 


PONT BOOK A HOLIDAY BEFORE TALKING TO US 


By Edward Gorman 

THE 27 people still being 
held at Gatwick after arriv¬ 
ing from Jamaica have bon 
refused entry to Britain and 
face Christmas in detention. 

Charles Wardle, a junior 
Home Office minister, yes¬ 
terday denied allegations 
that the Government's im¬ 
migration policy was racist. 
He said it was “mischievous 
nonsense" to daim that the 
190 Jamaicans detained after 
arriving on a holiday charier 
from Kingston on Tuesday 
had been held because they 
were black. 

“I do not think they are 


being treated unfairly ar all," 
he said. "Last year, we 
welcomed 26,000 visitors 
from Jamaica. Just 400 
people were refusal" 

Mr Wardle said some 
passengers, all of whom had 
return tickets, had told im¬ 
migration officers at Gat- 
wick that they planned to 
settle in England, despite not 
having authorisation. 

He said others were using 
newly issued passports that 
were found to have replaced 
ones with a "refused entry" 
stamp for Britain. 

Families accused the im¬ 
migration service of treating 
thnr loved ones like crimi¬ 


nals. Naomi Cameron, 
whose brother Webster Ed¬ 
wards, 52, was forced to 
spend the first night of his 
holiday at a detention centre, 
said her brother was a law- 
abiding man yet he had been 
treated like a prisoner. 

The Home Office said of 
the 190 passengers detained. 
27 were in custody and 
awaiting deportation. In ali. 
56 people were refused entry 
on grounds that they intend¬ 
ed to stay illegally but some 
had been given temporary 
admission. A further 52 had 
been given temporary ad¬ 
mission pending the out¬ 
come of interviews. 


Children among seven 
killed in house fires 

Four children were among seven people killed in separate 
house fires yesterday. Firemen with breathing apparatus 
were unable to rescu e three chfldren—a giri, 3. and two boys 
aged 5 and 2 —who died whfle sleeping in a flat in Dundee. 
Their grandmother Pamela Cowic.45, whowas babysitting, 
was treated in Ninewefls hospital for smoke inhalation. 

A neighbour who tried to rescue them sakL "I could see 
halfway down the hall. It was just flames and smoke. We 
couldn’t get in at alL We knew there were still chfldren in 
there and we couldn't get them. It was terrible." 

A six-year-old girl, her mother Tracey Bayford, 28, her 
husband Melvin, and the child's grandfather Granville 
Hulin died in another fire in a bouse at Bishop’s Stortford. 
Hertfordshire. Adjoining homes were evacuated because of 
the intensity of the flames. Forensic examinations were 
being concentrated on the Irving room to see if the fire could 
have started among Christmas decorations or furniture. 

Car exports slump 

Production of cars for export fell by 29 per cent last month as 
British manufacturers began to feel the full effect of 
recession on tiie Continent Commercial vehicle output has 
fallen by 21.96 per cent with exports down a third this year. 
Output of cars rose by 9.93 per cent last month to 128,401, 
reflecting the rapidly improving state of the new car market 
in the UK where registrations were up 19.4 per cent in 
November. Output for the 11 months so for this year at 1288 
milli on was 7.69 percent ahead of the same period last year, 
a fact that has done little to cheer car makers. 

Funeral trip man killed 

George Elwes, 22, the son of the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Gloucestershire, was killed in a head-on collision with a 
lorry on Wednesday whfle on the way to his grandmother’s 
funeral. Henry Elwes, his wife Carolyn and elder sons. John 
and Frederick, were at the church in Colesbourne, 
Gloucestershire, when told of the accident by police. 

Girls raped by gang 

Two girls aged 14 and 15 were raped and indecently 
assaulted by about sue teenage youths in Catford, southeast 
London, police said. They were approached by four of a 
gang of 25 entering a McDonald’s restaurant on Wednes¬ 
day, surrounded and marched to an alleyway behind tiie 
nearby Rising Sun pub. Police are appealing for witnesses. 

Paramount bid odds-on 

The takeover bid for Paramount Communications by Barry 
Diller, 51. the college drop-out who started in a talent agency 
postroom, looks likely to succeed, making him die owner of 
the renowned $10 billion Hollywood film studio. His bid for 
Paramount whose films include The Firm, The Godfather 
and Beverly HiUs Cop, has been backed by the board. 

Truancy watch on way 

Plans for a network of 
“truancy watch" schemes 
ate to go ahead in the new 
year, John Patten, left, die 
education secretory, said 
yesterday in distributing 
£270. million of grants, 
including more than £7 mil¬ 
lion, for special .educational., 
needs. " Final details of the 
truancy initiative will not be 
announced until the end of - 
next month, giving local, 
authorities more time to 
submit bids. 

Gallery’s future safe 

The Serpentine Gallery in Hyde Park, London, is safe, file 
Heritage Department said. Iain Sproat the junior minister, 
had wanted to replace it with horse-riding facilities, but his 
plans were rejected by senior heritage staff. The gallery wfll 
have a new 15-year lease at a rent of £5,000 a year during 
renovation, and £10,000 once repairs are complete. 



ELIZABETH DAVID COOKSHOPS 

AUTHENTIC 
FRENCH 
KITCHENWARE 
AT DECIDEDLY 
LOW PRICES. 

SALE STARTS WEDNESDAY 
29th DECEMBER1993. 







The Le Creuset Round Casserole is now only £45.00 
a saving of over £27 and the Le Creuset Oval 
Casserole is now only £29 a saving of over £20. Just 
two of the reductions in our Winter Sale. 


1rt rf DAV HlS92f SHOP& 3A ^ Market 
Covent <£rden WC 2 (071) 836 9167. Mon-Sat from 
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^ Within the national family we are very good at the a rts and that feeds into the national economy 1 

Gowrie takes role 
as unpaid leader of 
vexed Arts Council 


By Alison Roberts, arts reporter 


LORD Gowrie, the an dealer, 
former arts minister and until 
recently chairman of Sothe¬ 
by’s Europe, is to replace Lord 
Palumbo as chairman of the 
Arts Council. 

The announcement yester¬ 
day by Peter Brooke, the 
National Heritage Secretary, 
ends months of speculation 
and delivers the troubled 
council into what the Heri¬ 
tage Department will regard 
as a safe pair of hands. 

A cut in government bud¬ 
get, a series of policy U-turns 


odds-on 



Palumbo: an end 
to speculation 


and a major change in its 
structure have dogged die 
council over die past year. 

Hie Heritage Department 
will see Lord Gowrie. 54, who 
described himself as a 
“music, visual arts and movie 
man", was educated at Eton, 
Oxford and Harvard and has 
held many high-profile jobs 
within the art es tablishm ent, 
including Provost of the Royal 
College of Art and most 
recently chairman of the 
Booker Prize judges. 

Although likely to form a 
better relationship with his 
government paymasters than 
his predecessor, he may dash 
with the Heritage Depart¬ 
ment over modern art He 
heads the trustees at the 
avant-garde Serpentine Gal¬ 
lery — a post which he will 
give up on becoming chair¬ 
man in March — and his 
eclectic and flamboyant taste 
may rile some of the tradition¬ 
alists. 

Lord Gowrie will not re¬ 
ceive a salary for his work at 
the Arts Council, which he 
said would take about a third 
of his time. In 1985, he 
resigned from his post as arts 
minister, saying that he could 
not live on his £33,000 minis¬ 
terial salary. Since then, his 


shareholdings at Sotheby's 
have been estimated at £13 
million and his salary at the 
auctioneers was thought to be 
between . £150,000 and 
£200,000 a year. He remains 
on the board of Sotheby’s 
Holdings and will now devote 
mare tune to his private 
business. 

The arts world reacted cau¬ 
tiously to the appointment. 
Above all. it wants a strong 
chairman to tight for arts 
funding, but yesterday Lord 
Gowrie brushed aside the 
council’s 1.7 per cent cut for 
1994-95. “There have been in 
fact some very substantial 
increases m the past and 
sometimes reinings bade 
One is much more fan than 
the other," he said. 

Jeremy Isaacs, general di¬ 
rector of die Royal Opera 
House, said that the new 
chairman’s first job should be 
a "thorough and proper as¬ 
sessment of the needs of the 
Arts Council's dients". 

Lord Palumbo welcomed 
the appointment, using the 
opportunity to take a side¬ 
swipe at his critics, who have 
included two former arts min¬ 
isters. Ik Renton and David 
Mellor. “There has been some 
uninformed and irresponsible 



I/>rd Gowrie in Trafalgar Square yesterday. He will stress the economic benefits of artistic activity: "Quality of life is an industry" 


speculation recently about the 
future of the Arts Council," he 
said. “Lord Cowrie’s appoint¬ 
ment will put an end once and 
for all to that particular 
matter." 

Lord Gowrie would not 


comment on council policy 
but said that he intended to 
stress the economic benefits 
which flow from artistic activ¬ 
ity. “Within the national fam¬ 
ily we are very good at the arts 
and that feeds into the nat¬ 


ional household economy. 
Quality of life is an industry." 
His aptitude for the soundbite 
will please Mr Brooke, who 
has asked the Arts Council to 
“do more to explain its work¬ 
ings to the public". Lord 


Gowrie will become the first 
chairman of the new Arts 
Council of England, which 
will be created next year after 
devolution of the Scottish and 
Welsh arts councils. A major 
responsibility will be distrib¬ 


uting National Lottery funds 
to arts groups. Mr Brooke 
said yesterday: “Lord Cow¬ 
rie’s appointment comes at a 
crucial time." 

Leading artidc. page 15 
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Countdown to Christmas 

Stores cash in as buyers 
go on last-minute spree 


safe 


MANY shoppers are delaying 
until the last minute before 
making their main Christmas 
purchases, retailers said 
yesterday. *" 

Bardaycard reports a 
steady take-off over the past 
few days after a slow start to 
December. Last weekend, tra¬ 
ditionally the busiest spend¬ 
ing was 15 per cent up on last 
year, according to the credit 
card company. 

In the City of London yester¬ 
day lunchtime, one branch of 
Marks & Spencer was so 
packed with shoppers that 
management ordered security 
staff to keep them out. 

“ Ha rrods reported brisk 
business, though the store’s 
most expensive item had not 
sold by yesterday afternoon. 


By Lucy Herrington 

An 18-carat gold jellybean 
dispenser encrusted with 85- 
carat diamonds, priced at 
£250,000. remained on the 
sheif while conventional dis¬ 
pensers were moving fast at 
£25. A gold and diamond- 
encrusted computer game 
was ordered l iy a regular 
customer for £55.000. 

Gaultier has been the most 
popular fragrance at Harrods, 
with 1,300 bottles sold in 
December. The most papular 
fashion items have been any¬ 
thing in velvet as well as 
crucifixes and chokers. 

Margaret Thatcher — The 
Downing Street Years and 
Brave Two Zero by Andy 
McNab have topped the book 
sales, while The Jungle Book. 
at more titan 1,400 copies sold. 


Gollies are in demand 


By Andrew Pierce 
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THE gpDy, favourite target of 
the politically correct brigade, 
has made a Christmas come¬ 
back. Demand for the 19th- 
century toy has soared. 

R H M Foods, manufactur¬ 
er of Robertson’s jam, which 
sports a golly on the jar, has 
been working overtime pro¬ 
ducing a range of products. 

The company is sending 
out an average of 6,000 gofly 
badges every week along with 
hundreds of soft toys. “There 
is a remarkable resurgence of 



Gollies: more shops 
want to stock them 


interest in the golly," said the 
company, which introduced 
the golly as a trademark at the 
turn of the century. 

There was a rush of orders 
after Greenwich council sus¬ 
pended a childminder be¬ 
cause she had an antique 
golly in her private t*ty collec¬ 
tion. Robertson golly toys, 
toast-racks, bags, mugs, 
money boxes, keyrings and 
radios are selling fast- 

Harrods said it had sold ad 
its stock of the company’s 
gollies. 

Alan Duncan, Tory MP for 
Rutland and Melton, champ¬ 
ioning tiie fight against polit¬ 
ical correctness, has been sent 
dozens in the post "1 think 
they make wonderful Christ¬ 
mas presents." he said. 

Marlene Jeffs, who runs a 
toy cottage industry in 
Camborne, Cornwall, now 
makes more titan 100 gollies a 
month, having first checked 
with trading standards offici¬ 
als that they will not cause 
racial offence. "There is still 
some contention about them. 
But more and more shops 
want to stock them." 


is the favourite video. During 
the run-up to Christmas. £1 
billion has been spent on toys 
and games in the UK Prod¬ 
ucts featuring film and tele¬ 
vision characters such as 
Aladdin and Captain Scarlet 
have been especially success¬ 
ful 

Harrods has also been 
scoured for the traditional 
favourites such as rocking 
horses, at up to £3.000 each, 
and more than 20.000 teddy 
bears. 

Hamleys listed tins year's 
top ten selling toys as: Sega 
computer games: Mega Drive 
(£129.99) and Game Gear 
(£99-99); Squiggle Wriggle 
Writer (£4.991; Self-tying Shoe¬ 
laces (£3.99); Nintendo com¬ 
puter games: Super NES 
(£99.99) and Game Boy with 
Tetris (£49.99); changeable 
colouring pens (£3.99); Raj»- 
dough Boxed Game (£25.99); 
Tomy Char-G Radio Con¬ 
trolled Car (£14.99); Barbie's 
Hollywood Hair (£11.99) and 
TeenTalk (£16.99); Air Art 
Blitzer (£7.99); and Lego's 
Castle range. 

Elsewhere, trading stan¬ 
dards officers have warned 
that fake goods have been on 
sale this Christmas in “epi¬ 
demic proportions". Most 
counterfeited goods are 
dothes. cosmetics and audio¬ 
visual and cassette equipment 
More unusual fakes indude 
nursery equipment comput¬ 
ers and computer games, alco¬ 
hol, soap powder, garden 
ornaments, car accessories 
and parts, concert pro¬ 
grammes, football strips, golf 
dubs, cigarette cases and 
lighters. 

An JTSA spokesman said 
"At this festive time the insti¬ 
tute is urging the purchasing 
public to be vigilant for coun¬ 
terfeit goods, and report any 
irregularities to their local 
trading standards officers." 
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For the homeless, a shelter 



CRISIS, the charity that has 
become as essential a part of 
the capital’s Christmas as the 
display of window dressers’ 
art, opened yesterday. It con¬ 
cludes a jubilee year for the 
or ganisa tion, based in east 

London, which began in 1967 
and took 100 homeless off the 
streets with its first shelter. 

By the end of its first hour 
yesterday, three times that 
number had shuffled into a 
converted warehouse in 
Southwark, southeast Lon¬ 
don, which will be home to an 
expected 600 “guests" for the 
next week. . 

The charity, formerly Crisis 
at Christmas, will help 2.000 
people at three makeshift hos- 


By Dominic Kennedy 

tels. including for the first time 
one in Acton, west London. 
“That’s to the constituency of 
Sir George Young, foe hous¬ 
ing minister," Mark Scothem. 
the director of Crisis, said. 

For several hours before it 
opened, a crowd gathered 
outside the warehouse’s gates. 
Some were disturbingly 
young and fresh-faced, some 
feeble in body or mind. Many 
mised one another from 

last Christmas, the last 

„_ r queue, or last flight 

sleeping on foe South Bank. 

There are only three rules at 
Crisis: no alcohol, no drugs 
and no violence. 

Inside, hundreds of mat¬ 
tresses and ,piles of bedding 


the 

soup 


had been pushed against 
walls decorated with paintings 
by schoolchildren. As wen as 
food. tea. hot showers, toilets, 
books, games and televisions, 
there is a dental service, state- 
registered chiropodists, hair¬ 
dresser and masseur. 

Of 400 guests screened for 
tuberculosis last Christmas 
nearly 30 showed signs of the 
disease. The service is being 
provided again this year. 

John Cohen. 62. who has 
spent many years on the 
streets, said: “For many of us, 
the lonely, the homeless, the 
people of the streets, this is our 

one little holiday of the year, 
and we spend all 12 months 
looking forward lo it” 


COMPRISES: 

9 units, oven, hob, 
extractor 
and accessories* 


THE FITTING SERVICE 

At kitchens and bedrooms 
can be professenaty instated 
using The Fitting Service. 

Ask in store for delate. 

f PRICE INFORMATION: 

Schrete are rigid factory catusts. 

Pnces are for items Hied Wow and exdude ornaments, 
Wes and stools. Comce, pefrneVjjinth rate, 
fiecor/door panels etc are ratable as octorctf extras. 





Mors Furniture ideas 


HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS: 

SUN 26th 106, MON 27th 96, TUES 28ft 94, WED 29tfi 96, 
THJRS 30tti 96. YEAR'S EVE 9-5, NEW YEAR'S DAY 106. 

{Scottish stares dosed New Year’s Day}. 

Northern Ireland exceptions Wed 29th M. Thus 30th 90. 
treoh, Romford, Southanpton & Smderbnd dosed Swday). 
PHOC 081-200 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 



*lWTS:«Tw>l(XXJrrth»4»Ba5e Utts 3 ftaia bass und«600mro Bull Undo Own Housng Ur* *5TOnm Larder Unit »T« lOGOrmi Fj) Hetffi Wd Ui*s • bOCWn Fii Height Wrf Ur* . fiOOran Ifab Ltw 

APPLIANCES: Hedre OwwtffUll 7/2?\jGas Hot? Wft.1115/75). Erfiacior WPUIIL‘21) ACCESSOfflES: Swan Neck Tap (TAM 1001, Start«s Steel Single BmVSnrie barer ISW380H Plug aid Waste, Twain* 30wj:vtorttaos 
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Christmas at wo rk: from doctors to plumbers, thousands of people are ready for every emergency 
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Health service pays 
Elm for stand-in 
hospital surgeons 

By Jeremy Laurance and Roger Dobson 


THE health service will be run 
by stand-in doctors at a cost of 
El million this Christmas after 
an unprecedented demand for 
locum hospital staff to cover 
the weekend. 

About 1500 stand-in doc¬ 
tors. each paid £650. are being 
hired from medical agencies, 
which are reporting record 
demand after the clampdown 
on junior doctors’ excessive 
hours. GP deputising services 
are also in demand with 
thousands of family doctors 
taking the weekend off. 

Some agencies coping with 
a flood of last-minute requests 
from hospitals desperate for 
staff are offering special bo¬ 


nuses to woo locums. They are 
also promising drivers to take 
doctors on home visits, free 
meals and accommodation, 
and prompt payment. 

The Locum Group, one of 
the two biggest agencies, is 
receiving about 300 calls a 
day. Julia Meighan. manag¬ 
ing director of the group, 
which operates from ten cen¬ 
tres. said: “We’re very busy 
indeed, business is about 40 
per cent up on last year and we 
will have around 250 doctors 
on duty this weekend. 

“If you have an operation 
this weekend, you are very 
likely to be seen by a locum. 
The pressure to reduce junior 

TONYWHTTE 



Deborah Hoskisson with Anthony and Camilla 

Flying to Barbados 
at 90 minutes’ notice 


doctors' hours has had an 

impact Last week we had 

I, 200 calls from hospitals. This 
week we are expecting more. I 
would estimate that overall 
there will be between 1,000 
and 1500 locums on duty in 
hospitals this weekend.” 

Agencies campaign heavily 
for staff. In its advertisement 
in the British Medical Jour¬ 
nal, the Darlington agency 

J. C. L. Locums says: “We 
have over 20 tines connecting 
us with every health authority 
and we can offer you posts 
from over 1,000 bookings.” 
London-based Medacs is of¬ 
fering a basic weekend rate for 
senior house officers of E52S, 
with a cheque promised by the 
following Tuesday. 

The locum agencies have 
mushroomed in recent years. 
There are thought to be 30 
main operators, each having 
regional branches. Health au¬ 
thorities would prefer to hire 
their own temporary staff 
because the rates are lower. 
But the agencies have a huge 
pool of doctors — one agency 
boasts a reservoir of 10,000 
locums — and some specialise 
in disciplines such as 
paediatrics and anaesthesia. 

The Department of Health 
says it does not have informa¬ 
tion on how much the NHS 
spends on locums. or how 
many are employed. 

□ One GP who will be work¬ 
ing this weekend is Dr 
Madhuka Patel, a family doc¬ 
tor to 350 people on the remote 
Omkey island of Stromsay. 
where a locum is a lot further 
than a telephone call away. He 
has been working for four 
months without a break and is 
advertising for an associate. 

Philip Howard, page 14 
Leading article and 
Letters, page 15 
The Times carol 
Weekend, page 7 



Fit Lt Robinson of RAF Boulmer’s search and rescue team prepares for another Christmas Day in the air 

Coffee on tap as they wait in the wings 


By Lucy Berrington 

FIVE years ago. Mark Robin¬ 
son spent his Christmas 
scouring the area around 
Lockerbie. “We went at 9am 
and came back at 4pm, hav¬ 
ing spent the day searching 
for bodies and plotting die 
major areas of wreckage.” 

Fit Lt Robinson, 33, is a 
pilot with 202 Squadron, a 
search and rescue unit based 
at RAF Boulmer, Northum¬ 
berland. The big jobs which 
get the public attention are 
often not that exciting or 
dangerous for us. It's when 
we’re flying round a moun¬ 
tainside at night in bad condi¬ 


tions that we earn our money. 
That’s heart-in-the-mouth 
stuff." 

The crews work 24-hour 
shifts on alternate days, but 
remain on standby in be¬ 
tween. Fit Lt Robinson will be 
working from 9am tomorrow 
to 9am on Boxing Day, with 
the festive concession that for 
the remainder of Boxing Day 
he will not be on call. 

He and his wife Dawn, 29, 
live at Newton-orv-the-Moor 
in Northumberland, but Mrs 
Robinson will spend Christ¬ 
mas with her parents in South 


Yorkshire. On a normal day, 
the crew would spend four 
hours in training, but tomor¬ 
row will be different “Well 
probably keep flying down to 
a minimum to spare the 
ground crew." 

The air crew of four, and a 
ground crew of up to ten. will 
gather in the crew room with 
the television and video, with 
coffee and soft drinks in hand. 

They will be waiting for the 
station commander bearing 
mince pies, the usual Christ¬ 
mas message from the air 
officer commanding, visits 


from families, and the emer¬ 
gency call out “We wouldn’t 
have to rescue our own mili¬ 
tary pilots, which is our 
primary role, but in the rest of 
the year 99 per cent of our 
time is spent looking after 
civilians anyway. Christinas 
tends, touch wood, to be very 
quiet 

“New Year is a busier time, 
when people say: ‘Great! Let’s 
go up a mountain’." 

They could be called on for 
mountain rescues, sea res¬ 
cues. medical evacuations for 
transplant patients or to give 
“aid to the civil power", often 
releasing drivers from snow 
drifts. 


Four-year 
mission 
to net 
a record 

By Tim Reid 


THIS Christmas, one man 
will be wading the tranquil 
shallows of a Scottish loch, 
continuing his four-year quest 
to land one of Britain's most 
graceful and elusive game fish 
— and with it a record. 

Sandy Ferguson belongs to 
a growing band of anglers 
hooked by the enigmatic Arc¬ 
tic char, which roams the icy 
depths of roughly 200 fresh¬ 
water lochs and teases the 
country’s fly-fisherman wife 
its fleeting visits to the surface. 

Beating the record for the 
fish, at present 91b 12oz, would 
be the best possible present for 
the deer culler from Inver- 
garry in the Highlands, who 
spends 100 days a year at Loch 
Amoch trying to entice what 
he describes as a once in a 
lifetime fish on to his line. 

"It is a fantastic, beautiful 
fish. There is something about 
the char. It is the most canny 
fish about and not easily 
caught. They seem to have a 
fantastic sense of vibration. 
When you see one rising, you 
put a fly across it You'd catch 
a salmon or a trout but not a 
char." 

At home only in the coldest 
of water, the char was proba¬ 
bly the first fish to invade 
Britain from Scandinavia 
after the last ice age, 10,000 
years ago. As the icecap 
receded and the climate 
warmed, the fish became iso¬ 
lated in Britain's most north¬ 
ern lochs and lakes. 

Since then, its distinctive red ^ 
belly and taste have made it a • 
prize catch. It has even 
spawned the IntematinaJ Soci¬ 
ety of Arctic Char Fanatics, a 
group of scientists who meet to 
monitor its stocks, threatened 
recently by water acidification. 

Mr Ferguson caught 20 
char in one afternoon this year 
but returned them all because 
of their size. But it is the 
challenge of claiming fee 
record that will absorb turn 
this Christmas. 


By A Staff Reporter 

DEBORAH Hoskisson. 32 is 
a long-haul purser for British 
Airways’ flights from 
Gatwick. On Christmas Day 
she mil be on standby, liable 
to be sent to the Seychelles. 
Antigua. Barbados or Bermu¬ 
da at 90 minutes’ notice. ■ 

“I could be getting up and 
my daughter will be in the 
middle of opening presents, 
then 111 get the phone call" 
she said. “A few hours latex 
Ill be going off to Barbados, 
leaving ber at home." 

Mrs Hoskisson lives in 
Chislehurst, southeast 
London, with her husband 
Anthony. 29, a savings and 
investment adviser, and 
daughter Camilla, 18 months. 


Dog’s dinner sitting by the phone Burst pipes put dampener on day 


Christmas means planning 
for several possibilities: home 
or abroad, with family or 
without hot climate or cold. 

“On days off 1 am a wife 
and mother, then I’m on a 
jaunt across the world. One 
minute it’s cold, the next 
sunny. I need summer and 
winter clothes ready." 

BA has 27 flights scheduled 
for Christmas Day. Four 
leave from Gatwick, with 
eight stewards standing by on 
90 minutes' notice. “You can’t 
relax.” Mrs Hoskisson said. If 
she makes it to midday with¬ 
out a call, the family can have 
12 uninterrupted hours before 
she goes on four-hour calL 


By Lucy Berkington 

"MOST of the owners are veiy 
apologetic,” says Georgina 
Hatton, “though some feel it’s 
almost your fault die animal is 
ill and say can’t we hurry up 
so they can get back to their 
Christinas dinner.” 

Mrs Hatton, 31. is a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon. She and her 
husband Nick. 33. also a vet, 
are on call and expecting 
Christmas disruptions. 

“You are constantly on edge 
expecting the phone ro ring. 
We could be quite easily 
sitting down to dinner when 
the phone rings and off we go. 
then coming bade and putting 


our meal in the microwave." 
Mr Hatton’s parents will be 
joining them at their home 
near Cardiff. “If we weren't on 
duty it would be a typical 
family Christinas: big lunch, 
take the dogs for a walk. With 
a mobile tfione you are not 
stuck in the house, but if we go 
to the pub it's soft drinks 
only." 

They deal with mostly small 
animals but treat horses or 
sheep in emergencies, espe¬ 
cially road accidents. Other 
likely Christinas casualties in¬ 
volve difficult whelpings or 


kittenings needing Caesari¬ 
ans, or dogs with turkey bones 
lodged in their throats. The 
evening is the classic time for 
gastric torsion in deep chested 
dogs such as Great Danes , or 
Goman Shepherds, a twisted 
stomach caused fay gorging on 
rich food. Mrs Hatton expects 
two or three outings and 
several non-emergency calls 
requiring telephone advice, 
followed by the Boxing Day 
casualties of dustbin-raiding. 

She works one Christmas in 
four, with no additional pay¬ 
ment, and her husband one in 
two. For compensation fhqy 
are partying in Dorset to see in 
the new year. 


By A Staff Reporter 

STEVEN Bickmore. a self- 
employed plumber, said 
Christinas Day call-outs 
caused havoc in his house¬ 
hold. “I hand over the cook¬ 
ing, put on my overalls and 
get out the door," he said. “I 
wear my little red hat with the 
bobble to cheer the customers 
up if I’ve got any bad news." 

Mr Bickmore lives in Edin¬ 
burgh with his wife Ann- 
marie, 30, who works part- 
time for the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, and their sons Dan¬ 
iel 4*z, and Joseph, 2h. He 
said the likeliest Christinas 
jobs were leaking radiators. 


Hocked lavatories and bro¬ 
ken washers. 

The day begins at 7am 
when the children get up. “I 
start cooking the lunch while 
Anrunarie goes to chapel, 
with breaks for presents. I 
hope it’s snowing — we can 
throw snowballs and the 
burst pipes won’t come until it 
thaws." 

His call-outs are usually 
quick, lb hours at most “If 
irs really bad ifs a case of 
switching the water off and 
returning the next day. Ifs 
unfortunate for the customer. 


-but three or four hours a 
emergency rates would cost 
the earth.” 

Mr Bickmore normal 
charges are £15 an hour. At 
Christinas he charges an ad¬ 
ditional mi nim u m rate of E30- 
“I think I'm quite reasonable 
compared to some people.” 

Is it worth going out on 
Christmas Day? “If a died 
gets a good job in an emer¬ 
gency, nine times out of ten 
they’ll call me bade again.” 
Mr Bickmore is on call 365 
days a year and looks forward 
to the day his apprentice 
becomes fully qualified. “Ned 
year Ill give him the van and 
he can go and do it" 


It's Bigger Than a Sale! It Only Happens Once a Year! 

It Starts 9am Sunday© 




Entire Surplus Stocks Must Be Cleared Within Days! 


All Texas stores have now cleared their 
warehouses of all surplus stocks. There's 
discontinued ranges, manufacturers' 
clearances and shop soiled merchandise, all 
at unrepeatable prices. Stocks may vary 
from store to store, so get there early for the 
best selection....you won't be disappointed! 

And don't forget PRICEWATCH too, 
checking hundreds of selected items, making 
sure you can't buy cheaper every day! 


BOXING DAY* SUN DEC 26th 9am - 6pm 
MON/TUES DEC 27th & 28th 9am - 6pm 

WED/THURS DEC 29th & 30th Sam^Sfm 
FRI-SUN* DEC 31st-JAN 2nd 9am - 6pm + 
MON/TUES JAN 3rd & 4th 9am - 8pm 

"Whew pmniflpd. *Ck»ed Sc ol land lan 1st 


Lowest Price 
Guarantee 


If you find the same goods 
you've purchased from Texas 
on sale cheaper elsewhere, 
we'll refund the difference. 




Inrepeatable Savings 
Right Across The Store 

■ WALLCOVERINGS ■ CERAMIC Ti l FC 

■ D,Y TOOLS & ACCESSORIES 

■ BATHROOM ACCESSORIES 

■ FLOORING ■ FURNITURE 

■ BEDROOMS ■ GARDENING 

■ LIGHTING ■ HOUSEWARES 

■ PAINT ■ TIMBER 


HOMEGARE 


jb A LidbTvkr Group Company 


TELEPHONE: 081200 0200 
FOR YOUR NEAREST 
TEXAS SUPERSTORE 
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Coroner app eals to innermost conscience of killers' friends 

Benji’s death 
‘was a brutal 


assassination’ 
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By Ronald Faux 
A CORONER appealed ves- m a 
10 •ky^KieldiS instS* 

the killers of Benji Stanley, the DeTtt 
34-year-old Moss Side boy. to tfaeSou' 
name those involved in the manvmi 
> aaassinaiion-. £2j“ 

. Botji was shot as he queued to whar h 

takeawa > r reach ou 

district of Greater Manchester who knc 

w? "SU?' if 011 *" 1 Gorod ’ «"d ask 
wn, die Manchester coroner, key." He 

said:. It is horrific to think that with his j 
despite this brutal murder of not invoh 
an innocent, people are stay- crime^ 

mg silent I hope what I say ^ G i 
wiU reach someone’s inner- with Bct 
most conscience and he or she ofevente 
wifi contact die police. the omm 

It is appalling that a young time were 
man starting out in life whS JSwfP 

*** well-liked appear at 

should be cut down like this. sSent 

He was a young man going hearing, J 
about his normal life, getting did not 
^ some food with a friend and he Angela Sir 
wasbruaUy murdered ldfcwS 

“TiK indications are that it clothing a 
was basically an assassina- hats and b 
h°n. I hope the publicity feces, 

engendered by this inquest Mrs Sta 
wu prompt somebody to ap- described ) 
^waate how horrific this the shots. 

iS- r> _» ■ noises whi 

Mr Gorodlon recorded a and then s 
verdict of unlawful killing, me and sail 
The hearing was told that in the shop 
Benji was shot in the heart by hadbeencs 

a man with a shotgun. He also Theinque 

had injuries to his face and had begun 

e r*«» j clothing an 

The killer and an accom- "badge" of 
plice had drawn up in a silver Side gangs. 
Rover saloon outside Alvino’s sisted that 
lathe and Dumplin* shop, been invofvt 
Tne gunman walked up to the Det Supt i 
*9 s b°P fined one or two Benji’s cloth 
shots through the window at growing up. 

He altered the shop been trying 
and snot the injured boy again peers." 


s- in the chest He died almost 
g instantly. 

® rt, 1 ** Su JH Jfery Smith told 
o the mquest; "There have been 

e many conflicting accounts and 
mere is still no clear picture as 

t m what happened. We want to 

r r ^? ch . out for * e one person 

r who knows what happened 

and ask him to provide the 

: g* “RISauL who lived 

p with his adopted mother, was 
’ not involved in any gangs or 
crane. 

.Tito Gunning, 16, who was 
wth Benji, said that a version 
oi events and a description of 
the gunman he gave at the 
tone were made up. Another 
witness. Paul Walker, did not 
appear at the inquest In a 
statement read out at the 
hearing, Mr Walker said he 
did not see the gunman. 

Angela Smith. IS, said the two 

«fiers were dressed in dark 
clothing and wore baseball 
hats and bandanas over their 
feces. 

Mrs Stanley wept as she 
described how she had heard 
the shots. “I heard these 
noises which were the shots 
and then somebody came to 
me and said there was trouble 
m the shop and Benjfo name 
had been called." 

The mquest heard that Benji 

bad begun wearing khaki 
clothing and a bandana, the 
“badge" of one of the Moss 
Side gangs. Mrs Stanley in¬ 
sisted that her son had not 
been involved with the gangs. 

Det Supt Smith said that 
Benj i* clothes were part of 
growing up. "He may have 
beat trying to emulate his 
peers." 



___ Benji Stanley: mother denies his khaki dotbes and bandana meant gang involv!-.!!!!!. 

Stefan Kiszko, a man cheated of the will to live 


By Lin Jenkins 


r on as 


STEFAN Kiszko, freed 22 months ago 
after 16 years’wrongful imprisonment 
for the murder of an ll-yearold mi. 

died yesterday at his home. 

Friends said that Mr Kiszkot who 
had below average intefligaice, never 
recovered from the injustice he suf¬ 
fered. He was still awaiting full 
compensation for the time he spent in 


prison for a crime he did not commit 
He was found by his mother Char- 
lotto who had campaigned tirelessly 
lor Ins release. Police said there were 
.no suspicious cirannstances. 

Mr Kiszko, 41, of Rochdale, Greater 
Manchester, was convicted of the 
jnmder of Lesley Molseed, whose 
body was found on moorland near his 
home three days after she vanished. 
She had been stabbied and sexually 


assaulted. At his trial, it was said that 
he had confessed to the killing. When 
freed by the Court of Appeal in Feb¬ 
ruary 1992. it was found that forensic 
evidence proving his innocence was 
not pro duced at the original triaL 
The Crown Prosecution Service Is 
still considering what action to lake 

after an enquiry into the way the case 
was conducted. Another man has 
since been arrested for the killing, but 


police said there was insufficient 
evidence to prosecute. 

Charles Turner, a family friend, 
said yesterday that Mr Kiszko had 
remained subdued after his release 


.wuouitu miuuucu auer ms release 

and frightened by the outside world. 
He would just sit around the house 

■fir win cf nf tfia xv* i_i 
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for most of the time. He . had no 
interests. Itwas as simple as that After 
befog released. Stefan could not rouse 
himself ana never recovered.” 


1994. GET AROUND 
TO HOME SECURITY BEFORE 
THEY GET AROUND TO YOU. 


Escaper 
found in 
hospital 


By Stewart Tendler 
CRIME CORRESPONDENT 




How long have you been saying you must get a burglar alarm? Make 
sure it’s your resolution for ’94. 

And make sure you get round the clock protection with a 
Telecom Security System. 

Where an ordinary burglar alarm will simply ring if an unwanted 
intruder enters, ours sends a signal down your telephone line straight 
to our Monitoring Centre. We contact the emergency service for you 
in person (and we even check for false alarms). 

We’re there 24 hours a day whether you're there or not. And you’re 
even covered for fire and medical emergencies. Total peace of mind. 

If you’re away for the New Year or at any other time, make it a 
safe ’94. If only for your family’s sake. 

Call the number below or return the coupon for more __ 

invaluable information. 


A PROSTITUTE and a taxi 
driver who saw Tony Pilditch. 
the Broadmoor fugitive, while 
he was at large in London 
were urged by police yester 
day to come forward. 

Thames Valley police are 
also investigating where 
Pflditch found money to en¬ 
able him to spend a week 
living under cover in London. 
He spent £120 hiring a taxi to 
cruise for a prostitute whom 
he took back to his room in 
north London. Police are also 
hying to find one of the hotels 
be used. 

Last night, Pflditch was 
back in Broadmoor after 
befog found at the Royal Free 
Hospital in Hampstead, north 
London, where he was having 
heart treatment After four 
days in the hospital under an 
assumed name, he was recog¬ 
nised by another patient 
| Pflditch, convicted in 1985 of 
assault and murdering a 
woman, escaped a week ago 
while on a shopping trip with 
prison officers in Reading. 
Det Chief Insp Charles Nelson 
said yesterday he had gone 
into a nearby store after giving 
his escort the slip and bought 
a hat and coat 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

The winners 
and losers 
of 1993 




YES. ID LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT TELECOM SECURITY (TICK AS APPROPRIATE.) 

□ please send me my fhee copy of your colour brochure right away 

□ PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ARRANGE A FREE HOME SURVEY 



IMS.TU 24/12 


UR/MRE/MtS&AG INITIALS-SURNAME..... 


ADDRESS_ 


(Block capitals) 


POSTCODE___TEL , 



TO. TELECOM SECURITY LIMITED, FREEPOST (TK819). 
FELTHAM TW13 4BR. (NO Stamp needed) 


Telecom 

Security 


Christmas will have an 
extra ftn for one well- 
established City family. 
They willfre toasting 
the £267m min they 
made in 1993. By 
contrast another well- 
known dynasty will be 

drowning then sorrows 
after almost £700m has 
beeowiped off their 
collective stock-market 
fortune in th/past 
12 months. 


Baby boy 
cut in face 
as mother 
is robbed 


_ HOME NEWS £ 

Mugger admits 
959 offences 


•VS 21 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


MUGGERS slashed a 14- 
moath-old boy's faw» after 
grabbing him from bis 
pushchair and demanding 
money from his mother, 
police said yesterday. 

The boy had two cots on 
his left cheek in the attack on 
Wednesday night in Moss 
Side; Manchester. 

The 37-year-old woman 
| was walking in Monton 
Street when she was ap¬ 
proached by two men on 
mountain bikes. One man 
punched her in the face and 
the other grabbed the baby 
from the pushchair. They 
demanded money and she 
handed over a purse 
containing £120. The child 
was put back in the push¬ 
chair before the men ran off 
Insp Steven Bell said: 
“This was a despicable of¬ 
fence. You cant get much 
lower than attacking a 
mother and baby. 

“We believe a knife or 
some kind of weapon was 
used. But it was dark and 
none was seen." 

The two men were 
described as befog of mixed 
race. The first was about 18 
or 19,5ft 5fo tall, with shaved 
black hair and a thin mous¬ 
tache. He wore a dark jacket 

and dark shell-suit trousers. 

The other man was 18 to 
20, 5ft 7m tall, of medium 
build, wearing a black wool¬ 
len hat with the letter X on 
the back, and dark trousers. 


A TEENAGER whose record 
959 crimes topped the Old 
Baikys league table of of¬ 
fences was jailed for ten years 
yesterday. 

Duane Daniels, a 19-year- 
ald crack cocaine addict and 
heavy drinker, carried out the 
crimes to satisfy his £300-a- 
day craving for drugs. 

He led a gang of young 
muggers, known as the 28 
Posse, through the streets of 
sout h London. Gang mem¬ 
bers had a special mark 
shaved in their closely cropped 
hair as an identifying sign. 

Daniels, of Brixton. pleaded 
guflty to a sample selection of 
rune offences but asked for 600 
burglaries. 130 muggings and 
220 thefts from cars to be 
considered. It was the highest 
number of offences heard in a 
single case at the Old Bailey. 
Daniels was handcuffed to a 


prison officer in the dock and 


u Nadir and 
2 ed into the 



Daniels: described 
as a “Virions" robber 


. --V — — UIC 

public from a very dangerous 
■ young man." 

- Ashe went to the cells before 

beginning his jail sentence, 
Daniels grinned and winked 
at the public gallery. 

Psychiatric reports dis¬ 
closed that on an average day, 
be smoked half an ounce of 
cannabis, took 20 rocks of 
crack at an average cost of E20 
a roc k, d rank ten pints of 
extra-strength lager, took two 
doses of LSD and downed a 
quarter bottle of spirits and 
handfuls of tranquillisers. 

. The judge described Dan¬ 
iels, who was jailed for three 
and a half years in 1991 for a 
string of similar violent 
crones, as a "vicious" robber. 

In one raid on a veterinary 
surgery, he forced a woman to 
reveal the pin number of her 
credit card by threatening to 
cut off her guinea pig's head. 

In another, he repeatedly 
stabbed a man in the legs to 
get him to reveal his credit 
card details. 

Andrew Hfl], for the de¬ 
fence, said Daniels became 
addicted to drugs at 13 and ran 
wfld when he was expelled 
from various schools. His 
crimes spanned six months 
after escaping from a custody 
centre at Portland. Dorset, in 
November last year. 

Daniels boasted to the 
police on his arrest “Our 
robberies involve much more 
violence than just punches." 
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A TELECOM SECURITY SYSTEM FOR MOST HOMES WITH UP TO THREE BEDROOMS COSTS FROM £S50 ANNUAL MONITORING FFF 
PROVIDING 3-1 HOUR PROTECTION IS Llffl PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING fOPR^(iaMj G 
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Who are this year's 
biggest winners and 
losers? Find out in 
The Sunday Times 
- On Boxing day 
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— 6 HOME NEWS 


Tree and treats add 
pounds to price 
of family Christmas 


To every parent, a little miracle 
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—.- - -1 Pet charity 

miracle appeals to 

owners old 
and new 


Richard Harries 


CELEBRATING Christmas 
will cost the average family 
more than five and naif times 
as much this year as it did 20 
years ago. The increased ex¬ 
pense since last year alone 
amounts to £11-64 (plus a 
notional > 2 p). bringing the 
total bill for festivities for two 
adults and two children to an 
estimated £193.93^. hi 1973. 
the total was said to be just 
£34-89*2. 

The figures are calculated 
according to an index devised 
by Baroness Oppenheim- 
Bames, a former consumer 
affairs minister and National 
Consumer Council chairman. 


By Robin Young 

As tihe Conservative MP Sally 
Oppenheim. she claimed in 
1977 that under a Labour 
Government the cost of Christ¬ 
mas had doubled since 1973. 
and produced a costed shop¬ 
ping list to prove it The Times 
has reoosted the same items 
regularly since 1978, revisiting 
the same north London super¬ 
market to compare prices. 

Many things have hap¬ 
pened to complicate the calcu¬ 
lations in the intervening 
years — not least die abolition 
of the halfpenny, which still 
features in the sums because 
of unit pricing. Manufacturers 
no longer favour 40oz Christ- 


Turkey, 141b fresh 
Mince pies, 6 
Christmas pudding, 1 felb 
Christmas cake, 40oz 
Brussels sprouts 
Potatoes, 31b 
ttlb of chocolates 
Assorted nuts, ft lb 
Christmas tree, 5ft 
Tree lights 
Tinsel 

Christmas crackers 
Bottle of gin 
Bottle of whisky 
Bottle of brandy 
Pint of beer 
24 Christmas cards 
5 sheets wrapping paper 
Postage, first class x 24 
Toys and games 
Parcel post 4 x 2kg 


£7.06 

12p 

34p 

90p 

12p 

7J4p 

40p 

17p 

60p 

99p 

60p 

49p 

£2.45 

£2.39 

£4.44 

19p 

60p 

15p 

84p 

£10.95 

£1.08 


£ 1&86 

59p 

£2.82 

£4.50 

52%p 

30p 

£1.49 

4QVfep 

£25.00 

£6.99 

£1.45 

£4.49 

£8.95 

£8.95 

£9.59 

69%p 

£2.49 

59p 

£ 6.00 

£81.16 

£13.00 


£34.8916 E193J93V& 


mas cakes, or even 1*2 lb 
puddings. Our ftlb pudding 
is therefore as notional as the 
halfpenny, based on the price 
per pound of 21 b puddings. 
Buying one weight lib and 
another weighing 8 oz would 
have put the bill up by an extra 
52p. 

The bottles of spirits — now 
the supermarket’s own brand 
—are 5d smaller than in 1973, 
when the standard size was 
still 75d. The single pint of 
beer, always rather an anoma¬ 
ly when compared with the 
average family’s supposed 
consumption of three bottles of 
spirits, is based on the super¬ 
market's unit price for cans of 
traditional bitter. 

The Christmas tree is spe¬ 
cially expensive this year, 
because our shop, which 
stopped selling them for a 
number of years, has resumed 
with some particularly fine, 
ready-mounted, nonneedle 
dropping specimens. At mar¬ 
ket stalls nearby it is still 
possible to buy more tradition¬ 
ally scraggy affairs at £1 a foot 

None of the toys priced by 
The Times when we first took 
over the calculation in 1978 is 
still sold, so we have priced 
what we hope is a similarly 
typical selection designed to 
please today's youngsters. 

The complete figures for 
1973 and 1993 are listed in the 
chart. 

Philip Howard, page 14 
Leading article and 
Letters, page 15 
The Times carol 
Weekend, page 7 


O n a traditional icon of 
die Nativity there is. 
In addition to the 
familiar characters, an un¬ 
usual scene at the bottom 
right-hand corner. Two 
young women are shown 
bathing a baty. 

There is no mention of this 
scene in the gospels. How¬ 
ever, in the document known 
to us as the Protoevangelium 
of James, dating from the 2nd 
century, much is made of the 
role of midwives. The func¬ 
tion of the midwife is also 
made quite dear — it is to 
witness that Mazy is still 
virgo intacta. 

On the icon, however, the 
midwives are not there giving 
evidence: they are washing 
the newborn babe. It is dear 
that the iconography of this 
was taken over from pagan 
depictions of the birth of gods 
and great men. We have a 
similar scene for example in 
Paphos. Cyprus, depicting 
the birth of Dionysius ana 
another in Beirut showing 
the birth of Alexander the 
Great When Christianity be¬ 
came the established religion 
of the Roman empire, it took 
over royal imagery. It was as 
natural to associate the birth 
of Jesus with this scene as it is 
for us to associate royalty 
with a crown. 

So the scene has had differ¬ 
ent meanings at different 
times. One of the few good 
points about a decon¬ 
structionist approach to liter¬ 
ature and art is that it 
encourages us to use our 
creative imagination in inter¬ 
preting what is before us 
without being tied to previous 
meanings. 

The presence of those two 
women at the birth of Jesus is 
highly significant today. 
First, it represents the pre- 
dousness of every child. Our 
culture is sickened with sto¬ 
ries of children being abused 
or in turn being violent to 
others. Yet every child begins 
as a little Christ a miracle. If 
our society is to get out of its 
awful mess we need to devote 
all the resources we can to 
babies and children. 

Second. Mazy is not alone. 
While she lies on her pallet 


Hectic dash for festive feast 


THE run-up to Christmas has 
been hectic in the food depart¬ 
ments: Harrods has sold 
35,000 hampers. 75 tonnes of 
Christmas pudding and 
20.000 bottles of champagne. 

The fruit counters are 
packed with good-quality fes¬ 
tive produce. Satsumas are 5- 
14p each and fresh cranberries 
£1.75 to £230 per 8 oz punnet 

Vegetables are good value, 
with Brussels sprouts 25-45p a 
lb, carrots I5p-25p a lb and 
parsnips 30-45p a lb. 

Demand for fish will be 
high, as will prices. Prime 
species are in good supply, 
with sea bass from £6 alb and 
turbot from £4.50 a lb. Expect 
to pay B a lb for fresh salmon 
cutlets and £850 a lb for 
smoked- The best buy is 
smoked sprats at £230 a lb. 

Some Christmas meats are 
suffering the traditional price 


By Lucy Berrington 

hike. Goose is increasingly 
popular and in fairly short 
supply, selling at £ 2.88 per lb, 
oven-ready, from a farm, or 
£1.65 a lb from a butcher. 

Beef is down in price. Most 
pork cuts are also good value. 

Best advertised buys: 

Co-op: Ardennes pate. £1-29 
for 300g; prawns E239 for 
400g: Milk Tray £3.59 a lb; 
trifle £155 for 397g; White 
Horse whisky £955 for 70cL 
Harrods: Fresh American 
striped bass E450 a lb. 
Iceland: Brussels p&tt £139 
for 450g; cooked lobster £299 
for 250g; pastry vol-au-vents 
£135 for 36: white chocolate 
gateau £299; Christmas pud¬ 
ding £279 far 750g; sage & 
onion stuffing 89p for 2x6oz; 
Lambrusco Bianco/Rose £2.99 
for lfcL 

Safeway: Frozen turkey 59p a 
lb: frozen cocktail prawns 


E249 for 450g: blue Stilton 
£1.99 a lb; mince pies 98p for 
12 double cream 54p for 
284ml; Sauvignon red £1.99 
far 75ck claret £2.49 for 75 d. 
Sainsbury: Smoked salmon 
£299 for U5g: French brie 
£1.99 a lb; sparkling grape 
juice E1.05 for 750ml: Foster's 
draught £6.69 for 12x440ml; 
Leibfraumilch £1.99 for 75d. 
Tesco: Yorkshire ham 57p per 
U lb; whole carp £279 a lb; 
raspberry pavlova £139; 
m i nc e m eat £1.15 for 822g; 
broccoli 95p for 450g; Pepsi 
67p for 21: Hofmeister lager 
£10.99 for 2Qx500mL 
Waftrose: pork chipolata 69p 
for 8 oz; traditional 
sausagemeat £1.19 a lb; fresh 
dressed crab £249 each; 
cooked crevettes £5.95 a 1b; 
asparagus £1.89 for 250g; avo¬ 
cado 59p each; assorted dips 
£159; lemonade 52p for 21 



A traditional Nativity scene, which is a reminder of society's duty to all children 


exhausted, the two women 
care for the babe. 

It is no good simply lament¬ 
ing the breakdown of the 
traditional family, hoping it 
will one day come back. We 
need to take all the steps we 
can to support mothers (and 
fathers) of all kinds. In Ox¬ 
ford, for example; we have 


Parentiine. Homestart and a 
network of family nurturing 
which helps people come to 
terms with the way they have 
been nurtured so they may be 
better able to nurture their 
own o ffsprin g. 

Those two girls beside 
Mary suggest to me that 
wider community which to¬ 


day has such a vital role in 
nurturing and supporting 
parents and their young 
children, children who are 
Christ in embryo. 

Rickard Harries is Bishop of 
Oxford. His Art and the 
Beauty of God has recently 
been published by Mowbray. 


By Michael Hornsby 7 

THE RSPCA issued its sea¬ 
sonal warning yesterday 
about the abandoning of pet 
dogs and cats. 

The society said some owee- 
ers apparently could not be., 
bothered to find kennels or a 
cattery while they went on 
holiday, while others were 
happy to get rid of older 
animals in expectation of 
ceivtng younger replacements \ ^ 
as Christmas presents. 

Glen Merton, an RSPCAiik 
spector, said: “This sort ?! 
cruelty is totally unnecessary. • 
If people would only ring ns, 
we could try to find a honae&r 
unwanted pets. _ Dumping . 
them is just barbaric." 

Cases the society has had to 
deal with recently indude a 
year-old dog abandoned in the 
back streets of Gateshead; 
Tyne and Wear, which was so 
emaciated that it had to be 
destroyed. Another owner left 
his dog tied up overnight to a 
fence outside the society's big^ 
gest stray animal centre fa ■ . 
Chobham, Surrey. A tabby 0 
kitten was left in a plastic bag 
in woods. 

The animal welfare organis¬ 
ation is repeating its A Pet is 
For Life campaign this Christ¬ 
mas and urges people not to 
give dogs and cats as gifts. 
Every spring, there is a surge 
in the number of abandoned 
animals as people dump pets 
they were given in December. 

Tony Glue, manager of the 
Chobham centre, said: “Far 
too many people do not realise 
what keeping a pet entails. It ■ 
takes about two months for 
tiie novelty to wear off. They 
go out to work and leave then 
dogs alone all day and then 
wonder why the animals chew 
the fUrniture and never be-§ 
come house-trained." 

□ Bruce Steadman. 31. who 
kicked his eight-week-old kit¬ 
ten to death after a drinking 
session, appealed at Hove 
Crown Court yesterday 
against a six months' jail 
sentence and life ban on 
keeping all pets, even a gold¬ 
fish or a budgerigar. 

Steadman, unemployed, of 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, had 
his jail sentence cut to four 
months, which he has already 
served, and the life ban cut to 
15 years, but it will stiff apply 
toallpets. 


Dancing ladies step up cost of 12 truly lovely days 


By Robin Young 

THE price erf true love is three and a 
half times more than in 1973. Anyone 
sufficiently infatuated to present their 
beloved with the gifts in The Twelve 
Days of Christmas would have to lay 
out E9.910.48. In 1973, when the figures 
were first compiled, the total was a 
comparatively modest £231630. 

The Times has monitored this most 
temperamental of economic indicators 
ever since. The greatest part of the 


damage this year has been inflicted by 
the dancing ladies. 

The company from which we notion- 
ally hired our bevy of ballerinas no 
longer has enough to fill the bill, so at 
the suggestion of Equity we have 
agreed to hire first-year members of 
the corps de ballet from the Royal 
Opera House. The Equity negotiator 
insists they cannot be hired just for the 
two days but must be paid for a 33- 
hour week, to include rehearsal time 
and allow them to attend class. That 


hikes the dancers’ charges at £241 a 
head to £2,651. 

We gave up full-standard pear trees 
years ago. In 1973 they were £450. 
Now a mere bush costs £17. Partridges 
are £430. Turtle doves have always 
been a problem, since they are a 
protected species. Similar types can be 
had from pigeon fanciers for £30. 

For years we had to resort to 
taxidermists for stuffed colly birds, 
which we traditionally interpret to be 
blackbirds, but this year we have 


found a new supplier of captive bred 
specimens. Roger Caton, consultative 
administrator for the British Bird 
Council, sells them at £20 each. 

The rest of the bill: oven-ready 
French hens £430, gold rings £19.95, 
swans and geese adopted through the 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust at £25 
and E2Q each respectively, milkmai ds 
for the agricultural minimum wage of 
£13831, drummers and pipers at £25 
each a session, lords a-leaping for a 
daily allowance of £31 each. 



The World’s a better place this winter 
£500 off “Madison” and “Roget” every style 
reduced, some of the (greatest reductions on 
discontinued models, and interest free credit too . 
Don't miss the Worlds greatest Sale ♦ 


_^_ 

Keene on chess 
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' Our two winter sale special offers are exceptional value for money. 
Both are reduced by £500 for a 3-piece suite, to make "Madison” 
£l 195 and “Roger” £1895. Both available in a choice of colours. 
That’s not all. We’ve also substantially reduced every one of our 
100 styles, and there are spectacular discounts on discontinued models. 


Take advantage of these superb savings with interest free' 
credit:* 10 months if you spend more than £600, or 24 months on 
purchases over £2000. There’s no doubt that this is the World's 
Greatest Sale this winter. 
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By Raymond Keens 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Alexander die Great 

AFTER his triumph in the 
Belgrade tournament the 
Ukrainian grandmaster Alex¬ 
ander Beliavsky is powering 
ahead in the PCA World 
Championship Qualifier in 
Groningen. In the fourth 
round, he inflicted defeat on 
the Latvian grand mas ter 
Alexei Shirov. After four 
rounds Beliavsky. the sole 
competitor with four wins, is 
clear of his nearest pursuers. 

Seven players will qualify 
from Groningen for the next 
stage of the world champion¬ 
ship- Those most favourably 
placed in the hunt for the 
«ven qualifying places are 
Beliavsky with four points 
followed by Michael Adams 
(England), Vishy An and (In- 
dta). Evgeny Bareev (Russia), 
Joel Benjamin (USA) and 
Serga Tiviakov (Russia) with 
ttura points. The former Brit¬ 
ish champion Julian Hodgson 
13 placed with 25. 

to the following complicated 
game, Beliavsky negotiated 
[us way through a minefield of 

craps to score the fuU point 

The key to his victory came on 

K*M a At sJS 

-. kxfi 28 Ne3+ Re 6 29 Kxe4 
with an extra pawn. 

White Alexander Beliavsky 
Black: Alexei Shirov 
Groningen, December 1993 
Sicilian Defence 

" W ac 

2 NI3 eg 

a Nc3 Nog' 

6 Ndb5 hr 

7 Bf4 ® 

a Bq5 3 

9 N33 ^ 

to Brie Sfi 


11 Nd5 

12 Bd3 

13 Qh5 

14 g3 

15 c3 

16 BxeA 

17 Qxh7 

18 Qh6 

19 Ke2 

20 13 

21 b«g4 

22 Qe3 

23 Qf3 

24 Kxf3 

25 Nc2 
28 Nce3 


Diagram after Black’s 
26th move 


'*s 

4 1 4:V 




a b C d a f g b 


27 NxJS 

28 Kg4 

29 Rhtl 

30 Radi 

31 Nde3 

32 KJ3 

33 g4 

34 h4 

35 Rdel 

36 Re2 

37 bxc3 

38 Rxb3 

39 Kg2 

40 fibl 

41 Rb3 

42 Rxb7 

43 Ra2 

44 Rc2 

45 Rf2 

46 Q5 

47 ge 

48 Q7 

49 h5 

50 h6 

51 Ne3 


N05+ 

Rf7 

Ne4 

I Raa7 

3 Rad7 

d5 
Bc5 
NfB 

I 64 

bxc3 
Bxe3 
Ne4 
Rc7 
Rb7 

Nd 2 

Rxb7 

Nbl 

Na3 

Nbl 

Nxc3 

Ftd7 

KJ7 

Kg8 

Kh7 

_ Black 

Wkwtfng blove, pagt 32 
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^gouries show gives glimpse into the future 



Bob Wheller, a Royal Armouries designer, checks an Elizabethan helmet in the Gloriana exhibition being 

? resented at Leeds City Museum antQ January 26. The free display offers a foretaste of the Royal Armouries’ 
425 million museum, scheduled to open in Leeds in 1996. For Gloriana opening times, telephone 0532 478391 

Storms rip off blades and 
force wind farms to close 


By Nick Nuttall 
and Gillian bowditch 

HURRICANE force winds 
have led to the closure of three 
of Britain's biggest wind pow¬ 
er farms, triggering fears dial 
one of the most promising 
forms of renewable electricity 
is technically unsound. 

. An investigation.was.con¬ 
tinuing yesterday at the sites, 
two in Wales and ate in 
England, after gusts of more 
than lOOmph ripped blades off 
turbines. The Welsh select 
committee announced that it 
too. would be studying the 
incidents as part of a wider 
examination of the environ¬ 
mental impact of wind forms. 

The sites affected by closure 
use British-built turbines 
made by the Wind Energy 
Group, part of Taylor Wood- 
row Construction, which took 
sole control after British Aero¬ 
space sold out last year. Other 
wind forms, of which there are 
a total of 19 operating, have 
been unaffected by the wea¬ 
ther. They mainly use Danish 
or Japanese turbines. 

The incidents occurred on 


■ Structural failure of turbine blades in 
severe weather will be examined by MPs 
assessing the impact of wind farms 


the nights of December 8 , 9 
and 19. Three turbines broke 
at 'Cbnitiaes. Powys, a 24- 
turbine form built at a cost of. 
£9 million and opened last 
year by David Hunt, the 
former Welsh Secretary. A 
fourth turbine was lost on 
Demember 19 in less stormy 
weather. Engineers suspect 
the machine had been weak¬ 
ened by the previous gales. 

In an unrelated incident, a 
turbine fell off at the 22 - 
turbine Cold Northcott farm 
in Cornwall on December 10 
after a failure to follow proper 
maintenance procedures. 

Dr Peter Musgrove, of Nat¬ 
ional Wind Power, a consor¬ 
tium of National Power and 
Taylor Woodrow, yesterday 
confirmed that all its sites with 
British-built turbines had 
been switched off. including 
the 22 -machine form at 
Uangwyiyfon. Dyfed. The 


company, which generates 
nearly 20 megawatts at the 
rites, is estimated to be losing 
£750,000 in revenue each 
month. 

. Dr Musgrove, who said that 
at no time had members of the 
public been at risk from 
falling blades, described the 
conditions in mid Wales on 
the night of the main gales as 
expectianaL “One of our engi¬ 
neers who was out that night 
drove round a comer and 
found a bam in the road. Data 
from tile nearest meteorologi- 
cal station indicate that these 
gusts are seen only once in 25 
years. But having said that, if 
everything had performed as 
it should have, there should 
have been no damage,” 

The main casually may be 
Britain's turbine manufactur¬ 
ing industry, under threat 
from overseas makers such as 
Bonus, Milsubushi and Ves- 
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Actor backs speech appeal 



By Ruth Gledhill 


Jacobi: “Speech 
problems insidious' 


THE actor Derek Jacobi 
yesterday appealed for dona¬ 
tions to Afasic. a charity (hat 
helps children and young 
adults to overcome speech 
impairments. Jacobi, cur¬ 
rently playing Macbeth at 
the Barbican in London, 
gained an insight into the 
world of speech difficulties 
when the stammering title 
role in the television drama 
series J Claudius. 

Although the children sup¬ 
ported by Afasic are not 
stammerers but suffer from 
language and speech delays 
ana disorders, sometimes 
called dysphasia, all such 


1 would like to help children and joang people 
who haw speech and language impairments 


NAME- 

ADDRESS- 


.... POSTCODE- 

/ wish to make a donation of: 

□ £]00 □ £50 □ £30 DEI5 DotherE 

I enclose my cheque made payable to AFASIC 
Value £ ..... Cheque number .—-- 


(Please write your name and address on the tack cd the cheque) 
Or. please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Amex card number 


Expiry dale-.../- 

Signature-- 

□ HeasesendmeinforrnstiononhcnvtomakeananmiaidorutiOT 

by Deed Of Covenant 

□ Please said me information on making a Will 

Please complete and return this coupon to: 

AFASIC 347 Central Ma^Smhhfiett london EC1A9NH 


disabilities can lead to prob¬ 
lems with communication 
and forming relationships. 

Jacobi said the difficulty 
when raising funds for such 
children was that they ap¬ 
peared physically normal 
He said: “They are not in 
wheelchairs or in hospital 
beds. They look perfectly 
happy. They do not nave (hat 
instant appeal to the emo¬ 
tions. The problem is much 
more insidious than that” 

When they did tiy to 
communicate, few adults put 
the youngsters' difficulties 
down to a disability, he said. 
“At best they are considered 
lazy. At worst they are con¬ 
sidered mentally defective.” 
According to Afasic, more 
than 500,000 youngsters in 
the UK suffer a language 
impairment and many have 
no physicical or intellectual 
disability. 

Jacobi, whose neighbour 
has a child with a language 
impairment, said: “These 
poor children cannot get 
across what is wrong with 
them." 

The Times Christmas ap¬ 
peal for Afasic has so far 
raised nearly £5,000. More 
funds are needed to support 
children and parents, fond 
research and speech therapy 
and to raise awareness. The 
appeal will continue into the 
newyear. 

The actor said: “My busi¬ 
ness is communicating, not 
only my own feelings but 
also those of an author and a 
d ramatis t Not to be able to 
communicate on even foe 
simplest level is a poverty 
just as horrendous as Biafra 
or Angola." 


tas. A spokesman for die 
British Wind Energy Associ¬ 
ation said: “It is not good news 
for WEG. They will be looking 
very hard at what went 
wrong.” 

Dr Musgrove was more 
circumspect. “It will hurt 
WEG just as much as an 
aircraft manufacturer when a 
plane comes down ... tur¬ 
bines will have modifications 
and will be aU the better for 
these. We hope to start foe 
farms in the new year.” 

Overseas makers had en¬ 
joyed government incentives 
for many years, which had 
allowed than to develop great¬ 
er experience in building and 
operating turbines commer¬ 
cially. “In Britain, the wind 
power market was non-exis¬ 
tent until privatisation of the 
electricity industry." 

Britain's biggest experimen¬ 
tal wind generator is due to be 
demolished. The 75-metre tail 
turbine at Burgar Hill, Ork¬ 
ney, was opened in 1987 at a 
cost of £145 million. But 
cracks developed a year ago in 
a 60-metre blade and genera¬ 
tion stopped. 


BT savings 
for patients 

Up to £15 million saved on 
telephone bills will be 
ploughed into NH5 patient 
care through a deal with BT, it 
was announced yesterday. 

Savings made through BTs 
Option 2000 plan, which pro¬ 
vides reduced tariffs for large 
organisations, wQl go toward 
patient care. The contract was 
signed by Ttom Sadcvilie, the 
junior health minister, and 
Colin Green, BTs chief legal 
adviser. 

Lawyer charged 

Peter Hedworth, a solicitor, of 
Gosforth, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, is to appear before 
South Shields magistrates in 
February charged with a £1.4 
million fraud after a police en- 
ijuiiy into house conveyancing 


The police operation by almost 
400 officers to ensure the cut¬ 
ting down of a 250-year-old 
chestnut tree that stood in the 
way of a new motorway link at 
Wanstead. east London, cost 
£ 100 . 000 . 

Lucky escape 

Ton Winchester, 21, of New¬ 
town, Powys, escaped with 
cuts and bruises after a four- 
ton digger fefl off a lorry, 
crushing his Metro car. 

Monk, 101, dies 

Father Francis McLachlan, 
believed to be the world’s old¬ 
est Benedictine monk, has 
died aged 101 at Belmont Ab¬ 
bey. near Hereford. 
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CARPETS & RUGS 

1 st day opening offer 
FREE UNDERLAY 
AND FREE FITTING 

ON ALL CARPET ORDERS OVER £.399 

PLUS 10 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT* 


OF# FURNISHING 

15 J? ^ 

Creating the right look in your 

HOME IS A FINE ART. CREATING IT FOR UP 
TO HALF THE COST IS A VERY FINE ART. EVERY 
SINGLE ITEM IN EVERY SINGLE STORE HAS BEEN 
REDUCED DRAMATICALLY. IT CAN ONLY MEAN ONE 
THING - THE BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR IS HERE. 
THE MAPLES WINTER SALE. THE FINE ART OF 
FURNISHING AND THE FINER ART OF SAVING YOU 
MONEY. TOGETHER. FROM BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
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1 st day opening offer 

MAPLES INTERNATIONAL HAMPSTEAD 

4'6" divan - available from stock 


I ESS 'MIAN 
[HALF PRICE, 


AFTER SALE PRICE L'w 1” DAY 
SALE PRICEi***” ONLY 


£279 


1 st day opening offer 

MAPLES INTERNATIONAL SLOANE 

4 drawer 4'6" divan - available from stock 


LESS THAN 
iH YI.r PRICEI 


AFTER SALE PRICE L*M 1 ST DAY 
SALE PSJCEiiP*r ONLY 


£449 








YEARS INTEREST FREE < 

ON ALL ORDERS OVER £750 
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I st day opening 
offer 


BRIGHTON HALL 
COLLECTION 


Table and 4 chairs 

AFTER SALE PRICE L2I-W 1* T DAYX* 1 A .C\C\ 

SUE price ONLY UX r Z7 Z7 
BufTei Hutch 

■AFTEP SALE TRICF. L!7« 1« DAY-C 1 ^ OH 

5.U.E nsicLj^w- ONLY ZjX^I Z7 Z7 


1 st day opening offer 

WARWICK 3 PIECE SUITE 

1 st day opening offer 

MARLBOROUGH 3 PIECE SUITE 


AFTERSALE 
SALE PRICE, 


PRICE £.1899 l sr DAY-£* 1 AC 

y*< only Zjlrfz 


SAVE ON FAMOUS NAMES 


l ?-*.r..v.c* 'SI 


imam 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 

\\ hy shop around when we guarantee the lowest price? 

Thats a promise backed up by our money back guarantee. 
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AFTER SALE PRjct 1” DAY £ C\ A 
SAL£PRICE>*f ONLY XJZS] 

iiiffiiSD 7 


IN EVERY SINGLE STORE 


THE FINE ART 


^3 


W CALL ^OUR LOCAL STORE ON 034*5 sr^q^i 

OF FURNISHING WNLASTER ■ Manchester * Southport 
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Captain Magoo leads his troupers on a panto parade 
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Cinderella: an old story but 
the Army gives a new twist 


NEXT Monday night Lieutenant 
Colonel Peter William ^ com¬ 
mander of the 1st Battalion, the 
Coldstream Guards, -based in 
Vitez. central Bosnia, will forsake 
mess uniform and appear before 
bis officers dressed as Cinderella’s 
wicked stepmother. 

The pantomime acted by various 
officers will be the culmination of 
what the British members of the 
United Nations Protection Force 
hope will be a relatively quiet 
Christmas. 

Written by the adjutant 
Magoo Giles. the stage show in foe 
bunker-like officers’ mess in Vitez 
win include various new charao- 
ters directly relating to the Bosnian 
conflict There wfli be a Victoria 
ltez. a Thomasina Lavgrad, a 
Prince Montenegro and even, it 
seems, a butler who is named 
Kalashnikov. 

Just what bis men will make of 


Tom Rhodes in Vitez lifts the curtain 
on a pantomime by the Coldstream 
Guards, with an officer camouflaged 
as a wicked stepmother and a butler 
named Kalashnikov. It is hoped 
gunfire will not provide noises off 


Colonel Williams singing "You've 
GotTo Pinch A Bottom Or Two” to 
the theme tune of Fagin in Oliver 
remains to be seen. The score will 
be provided by Eddie and the 
Interpreters, a band fronted by 
Edin Letic and the other locally 
employed interpreters who daily 
help foe British in liaising noth 
civilians and militias. 

According to Colonel Williams, 
every attempt has been made to 
make Christmas on the front line 
as normal as possible. The25th.be 
says, will be "a camouflaged 


family day" when the men will be 
given foe morning off while foe 
officers man foe guard posts. These 
officers will be woken at 7 am by 
foe Corps of Drums, who will 
march around the camp sounding 
foe Long Reveille before arriving 
at the mess for a tot of rum, or 
Gunfire; a tradition stemming 
from foe Crimean War. 

Tradition is at foe very heart of 
the British Army and once a year 
—in Bosnia it wOj be on Christmas 
Eve — the Coldstream Guards 
remember foe heroic deeds per¬ 


formed by their men against foe 
French at the Battle of Waterloo in 
an arcane ceremony known as 
"hanging foe brick". 

On June 18. ISIS, in an action 
which lasted all day. foe 
Coldstream Guards held foe stra¬ 
tegic road to Brussels from French 
attackers. The Duke of Wellington 
later declared that Sergeant Gra¬ 
ham of foe 2nd Battalion, who had 
placed his arm across the main 
gate of the farm at Huguemont 
was the bravest man in foe British 
Army. Ever since then, a brick 
from the farm has been paraded 
from the sergeants' mess, where it 
is kept under lock and key. in 
Sergeant Graham’s memory. 

It is. RSM Dick McCormick 
says, a day when the officers or 
soldiers must try to wrest the brick 
from the sergeants as they parade 
it around foe camp. “This year we 
wfll be guarding it with a Warrior. 


so I think they may find it quite 
difficult" 

In addition to this, the troops 
will be holding both the morning 
carol service and midnight Mass 
in Vitez. Colonel Wiliams will also 
visit his men based in Gornji 
Vakof on Christmas Day. 
Throughout foe festive season 
some of the 2.000 British soldiers 
based in foe former Yugoslavia 
wfll have the opportunity to talk to 
their loved ones via a satellite 
video link launched by BT. The 
service wifi connect Vitez and other 
areas with both Ripon and Mun¬ 
ster. bases for families of those 
serving in the region. 

Many of foe soldiers, however, 
not realising this would be avail¬ 
able, have already made home 
videos of themselves which have 
been sent to relatives in Britain. In 
foe mam. these have been shot 
around Bosnia and will, perhaps. 


give their families an idea of foe 
everyday tasks foe UN performs in 
the war zone. 

Although foe warring factions 
have agreed a Christinas ceasefire 
lasting beyond the new year, there 
is little sign that local internecine 
fighting will stop during foe festive 
week and most of the soldiers 
believe that for whatever reason, 
they will not necessarily have a 
merry Christmas. 

Around Vitez the mainly Mus¬ 
lim Bosnian army has told a 
number of British liaison officers 
foal they intend to shake hands 
with them at the camp by foe end 
of this month. Such talk of victory 
over foe local Bosnian Croats has 
been heard many times before, but 
if the Bosnian army is indeed 
planning an assault, then the 
festive season is likely to be the 
busiest foe Coldstream Guards 
have yet seen. 


Renewed gunfire 
cripples hope of 
peace in Bosnia 


From eve-Ann Prentice 

IN BRUSSELS AND 

Joel Brand 

IN SARAJEVO 

HOPES of a Christmas mir¬ 
acle in Bosnia slipped away 
from Lord Owen when peace 
talks broke up with tittle 
progress after three days of 
haggling in Geneva and Brus¬ 
sels. and heavy fighting 
rocked Sarajevo, the Bosnian 
capital, despite a seasonal 
truce that was to have gone 
into effect yesterday. 

“The good Christmas spirit 
is still missing." Major 
Ides bald Van Biesebroeck. a 
United Nations spokesman, 
said in Sarajevo yesterday. He 
added that foe truce had had 
no apparent effect on the 
fighting. 

The UN also reported that 
Bosnian Croat forces had 
dosed the border from Croatia 
to relief convoys yesterday, 
effectively cutting off Sarajevo 
and central Bosnia from sup¬ 
plies delivered by road. 

In Brussels, Bosnian Groats 
grudgingly accepted that foe 
European Union could ad¬ 
minister the disputed city of 
Mostar. Male Bohan, the Bos¬ 
nian Croat leader, said that 
“as a means of trying to 
achieve peace we agreed to 
European [Union] administra¬ 
tion of Mostar". 

Although the fraught nego¬ 
tiations brought promises of a 


■ Serbs and Croats tightened the noose 
round Sarajevo, with no sign of the promised 
Christmas spirit The UN says food stocks 
in the city have fallen dangerously low 


ceasefire and agreement of foe 
principles of how Bosnia will 
be divided along ethnic lines, 
there was next to no progress 
on exactly who gets what 
Sarajevo was pounded by 
artillery, mortar and tank 
shells, according to UN mili¬ 
tary observers, in an unusual¬ 
ly severe day of shelling on 
Wednesday. Major Van Biese¬ 
broeck said it appeared foe 
shelling was calculated to put 
pressure chi foe Bosnian dele- 

t ation in Geneva. The level of 
ghting in the city continued 
yesterday with periods of rela¬ 
tive calm followed by intense 
bombardments. 

A spokesman for foe UN 
High Commissioner for Refu¬ 
gees said that the Serbs were 
“blackmailing" the UN and 
had isolated foe city from 
humanitarian convoys by dos¬ 
ing a main road into the city. 
The Serbs want foe UN to 
repair a bridge that would 
give them a route for a tank 
offensive into the Sarajevo 
suburb of Butmir. 

The closure of foe road has 
left the dty completely depen¬ 
dent on a tenuous air bridge. A 
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UN spokesman said yesterday 
that aircrews will fly food into 
Sarajevo on Christmas Day. 

The UNHCR spokesman 
said food supplies were dan¬ 
gerously low. Enver Kazaac, 
manager of the city’s bakery, 
said he would run out of wheat 
flour today unless new sup¬ 
plies were delivered. 

European Union Foreign 
Ministers who met Serb. 
Croat and Muslim-led govern¬ 
ment leaders on Wednesday 
seem exacerbated by the in¬ 
transigence of the three sides 
— and foe Belgrade regime in 
particular. Lord Owen wanted 
to keep the protagonists in one 
place for as long as posable in 
foe slim hope of a break¬ 
through, but President 
Tudjman of Croatia left Brus¬ 
sels on Wednesday night and 
Mr Boban called it a day and 
set off for home yesterday. 

The entire Geneva circus 
came to Brussels at the invita¬ 
tion of the EU. which wanted 
to hear about progress first 
hand. Lord Owen and his co¬ 
negotiator, Thorvald Srol ten- 
berg, continued the wrangling 
with President Milosevic of 
Serbia and foe Muslim leader. 
President laetbegovic, later 
yesterday. Lower-level talks to 
try to loosen the deadlock are 
likely to resume before the 
new year. 

Croats and Serbs have 
agreed to give Muslims a third 
of foe republic’s territory and 
they agree that they must have 
access to the Adriatic. But the 
tougher questions of how this 
should be done are nowhere 
near solution, a source said. 

The three sides had agreed 
to a Christinas truce, but tike 
many such promises before it 
appeared to have been broken. 
□ Paris: Fiance said yester¬ 
day that it supported the 
rights of ethnic Albanians in 
the Kosovo region of Serbia 
and called on Belgrade to 
readmit human rights observ¬ 
ers to the area. (Reuter) 

British hostages, page 1 
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Walers engulf Cologne's old town, where the Rhine rose to its highest in 67 years 

Germans abandon homes as 
rising Rhine invades cities 

From Patrick Moser in bonn 


THOUSANDS of people in Germany. Bel¬ 
gium. The Netherlands and France had to be 
evacuated from their homes on foe third 
consecutive day of floods as water levels rose 
to near record levels in many regions. At least 
five people are known to have died in 
Germany alone. 

At Bonn, the Rhine reached foe doorstep of 
Villa Hammerschmitt. President von 
Weizsacker’s official residence. The muddy 
waters also lapped a t foe £100 million 
Bundestag, completed only last year. Troops 
placing sandbags round foe building were 
told it would be unusable for two years if the 
floods broke through. 

Irmgard Scbwaetzer, foe Construction Min¬ 


ister. told her staff of more than 500 to take an 
early Christmas break as the river came 
perilously dose to their offices. Roads along 
the bank were sealed off 

The Rhine rose at Cologne to its highest 
level for 67 years. Beer cellars and historic 
buildings in foe old town were flooded when 
the river burst its banks in the early hours 
yesterday. The Bood was expected to reach its 
peak late last night 

In Koblenz, at foe confluence of the Rhine 
and foe Mosel the giant bronze statue of 
Kaiser Wilhelm I seemed to stand alone 
above foe floods. The railway line that passes 
foe castles and the fairytale Lorelei rock of the 
Rhine gorge were submerged. 


Citizenship 
pact gives 
Russians 
a vital ally 

By Our Foreign Staff 

RUSSIA and Turkmenistan 
have signed important agree¬ 
ments on establishing dual 
citizenship and foe dispatch of 
Russian troops to defend 
Turkmenistan’s borders with 
Iran and Afghanistan. 

The treaties, signed by Pres¬ 
ident Yeltsin and President 
Niazov, are regarded as an 
important step towards 
strengthening ties between the 
two former Soviet republics. 
Andrei Kozyrev, foe Russian 
Foreign Minister, praised the 
dual citizenship agreement, 
saying it was a civilised sol¬ 
ution to a key stumbling block 
to relations between Russia 
and its neighbours in foe 
Commonwealth of Indepen¬ 
dent States. Mr Yeltsin was 
made an honorary citizen of 
Turkmenistan and the first 
Russian citizen to receive a 
Turkmenistan passport. 
“Turkmenistan cannot imag¬ 
ine its future without Russia," 
Mr Niazov said. 

Turkmenistan was the first 
former Soviet republic to rec¬ 
ognise dual citizenship with 
Russia and Mr Yeltsin said 
the agreement should serve as 
a model for future treaties. 

Five Moldavians were 
arrested yesterday as they 
attempted to enter Romania 
carrying 3.74 lb of pure urani¬ 
um and 4.4 lb of red mercury 
to be sold on foe black market, 
according to customs officials. 
The uranium and mercury, 
which originated in Russia, 
were seized by Romanian 
customs officials as the Mol¬ 
davians crossed the border. 

Ukrainian authorities and 
Blade Sea security forces on 
Wednesday arrested six 
people involved in a plot to 
smuggle cwt 10 . 6 oz of a 
"highly radioactive material" 
worth £675.000, according to 
Ukrainian radio monitored by 
foe BBC in London. More 
than 44 lb of red mercury and 
20 containers of caesium have 
been intercepted this year (Hi 
the border between the former 
Soviet republic of Moldavia 
and Romania. 

□ Moscow: Mr Yeltsin sus¬ 
pended foe powers of foe 
municipal council of St Peters¬ 
burg and ordered new elec¬ 
tions, ending a ten-week 
rebellion by the dty Soviet. 
Tass said. He transferred all 
municipal powers to Anatoli 
Sobchak, foe mayor. (AFP) 


Lombardy 
League 
MPs quit 

Rome: President Scalfaro had 
consultations yesterday with 
the Speakers of both houses of 
parliament prior to setting a 
date, probably March 20. for a 
general election (John Phillips 
writes). 

Earlier the Lombardy 
League withdrew from foe 
chamber of deputies. Roberto 
Maroni, leader of its parlia¬ 
mentary group, said his 55 
MPs would take almost no 
further part in parliamentary 
business before the general 
election but would attend a 
debate on a no-confidence 
motion. 

A meeting of league leaders 
on Wednesday night refused 
to accept foe resignation of 
Umberto Bossi, the party lead¬ 
er. after he was placed under 
investigation on suspicion of 
involvement in illegal financ¬ 
ing of his devohitionist 
movement 

Kohl rebuffed 

Bonn: Volker Ruhe. the Ger¬ 
man Defence Minister, reject¬ 
ed a proposal by an aide to 
Helmut Kohl, the Chancellor, 
that the army could be used to 
uphold domestic security. "We 
should continue to separate in¬ 
ternal and external security, 
foe police and the army." Herr 
Ruhe said- (Reuter) 

Soldiers killed 

Moscow: At least 110 Azer¬ 
baijani soldiers were killed by 
Armenian forces in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, according to the 
Armenian side in Stepanakert, 
capital of foe disputed enclave. 
Four Armenians were killed 
and nine wounded. (AFP) 

Director jailed 

Vienna: Helmut Frodl. an 
Austrian film maker, was 
jailed for life for murdering a 
man who was shot and carved 
into 17 pieces that were found 
in several dustbins in Buda¬ 
pest last year. Frodl claimed 
foe man was killed by a Rus¬ 
sian KGB agent (Reuter) 

Out of order 

Breda: Five cadets ar foe Roy¬ 
al Military Academy were sus¬ 
pended after an alleged homo¬ 
sexual orgy in from of other 
cadets. Homosexuality is 
allowed in foe Dutch armed 
forces, but foe cadets could be 
charged with violating public 
decency. (AP) 
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. 5o —H unit for weekend (midnight Friday to midnight Sunday) national directly dialled calls to 90 seconds from 37.95 seconds (for *b’ band calls). 50.35 Cbl' calls) and 80.8 (V calls). Different rates apply 
BT is increasing the time pe ^ j gr Chargecard. Options and Supportline customers benefit from the increased time per unit at the appropriate rate. Excludes calls to Premium Rate and mobile. 
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Israel-PLO negotiators 
go home empty-handed 


From Richard Bbeston 

IN JERUSALEM 


ISRAELI and Palestinian ne¬ 
gotiators returned home from 
Paris empty-handed yester¬ 
day, after failing to resolve key 
differences on a land for peace 
deal in the occupied 
territories. 

Although talks are due to 
resume in Cairo on Monday, 
the deadlock over sovereignty 
led to an extraordinary test of 
wills in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, where today’s 
Christmas celebrations were 
in jeopardy after a dispute 
about Dying a Palestinian Dag. 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
Foreign Minister, said after 
the Versailles talks that the 
two sides had “a great deal of 
work" to be completed, before 
Israeli forces can begin their 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. Although the Israe¬ 
li pull-out was supposed to 
have started by December 13, 
and is due to be completed by 
April, one delegate predicted 
that the negotiators would 
require “several rounds" to 
overcome their differences. 

Officials reported that the 
two sides had shown flexibility 


■ Israeli and PLO negotiators are due to 
resume talks on self-rule on Monday. In 
Bethlehem, the two sides are in dispute 
over the flying of the Palestinian flag 


on some issues. Israel report¬ 
edly offered to expand the 
Palestinian autonomous area 
in Jericho from 35 to 60 square 
miles, a considerable advance 
to the Palestinian demand for 
SO square miles. 

However there was little 
sign of progress on the main 
issue that continues to plague 
the talks, namely the question 
of who will have authority at 
the frontier crossings between 
the future Palestinian self- 
ruled areas, which border 
both Jordan and Egypt. 

Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, insists that 
under the terms of the Oslo 
agreement signed in Septem¬ 
ber, Israel was given control of 
the borders and that for sec¬ 
urity reasons it must have 
authority over who and whar 
is allowed into the Palestinian 
areas. The Palestinians reject¬ 
ed an offer of "joint border 
patrols" with Israeli security 


forces as insufficient, while 
Israel rejected a Palestinian 
compromise to grant author¬ 
ity to an international force. 

The row over sovereignty 
was played out in an almost 
comical stand-off yesterday at 
Manger Square in Bethlehem, 
only a day before the first 
Christmas celebrations in six 
years were due to start Elias 
Freij. the mayor of Bethlehem, 
threatened to cancel this year’s 
festivities after Israeli troops 
on Wednesday night took 
down a Palestinian flag flying 
outside his office. 

The Palestinians, under or¬ 
ders from PLO headquarters 
in Tunis, responded yesterday 
by raising three flags over 
Manger Square, the site of the 
church of the Nativity, where 
Christ was bom, the main 
Israeli police station in Bethle¬ 
hem and the Palestinian mu¬ 
nicipal offices. "We are com¬ 
mitted to turning Christmas 


into a national celebration for 
all Palestinians, both Muslims 
and Christians," Khaled 
Oudeh, a PLO official in 
Bethlehem, said. “If the Israe¬ 
lis insist on pulling the flag 
down, we will raise it again.” 

Israel insisted, however, 
foat it would not back down. 
In a telephone call yesterday. 
Mr Rabin told Mr Freij that 
Israel would not tolerate the 
Palestinian flag flying in 
Bethlehem. 

“What does the flag have to 
do with a religious event?” 
asked Oded Ben Ami. an 
Israeli defence ministry spo¬ 
kesman. “We a re still the 
sovereign here, so there will be 
no PLO flags on public 
buildings." 

□ Gaza City: The Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Ha¬ 
mas, offered to stop attacking 
Jewish settlers if Mr Rabin 
disarmed settlers and ordered 
the army to stop shooting 
Palestinian rivihans- 

Hamas. who claim to have 
killed 13 Israelis since the 
September peace accord, said 
they would give Mr Rabin 
three days to announce a 
truce. Last night a spokesman 
for Mr Rabin declined to 
comment (Reuter) 


Three score cheers for the Emperor 



From Joanna Pitman 
in TOKYO 


Emperor AkShito and Empress Micbiko waving to wellwishers yesterday 


JAPAN’S Emperor Atahrto cdebrated 
his 60th birthday yesterday wth amhial 
appearance on the Imperial Palace 
Beany to smile benignly at chemng 
crowds and offer a series of textbook 
imperial ways - stow deliberate and 
describing an arc of not more than 30 
degrees from the vertical. 

With him was Empress Miduko, soil 
recovering from a temporary Iwsw 
speech after collapsing on her 59m 
birthday in October. She smiled mody 
indeed for the crowd and bowed her 
head about two inches to acknowledge 
their get-well cheers. . 

Prince Naruhito and his wife of six 
months, Princess Masako, were also 
there along with Prince Akishina, the 
imperial couple's second son. Princess 
Kika his wife of force yearn, and 
Princess Non. their unmarried daugh¬ 
ter, 24. The Emperor told the people that 

he was “profoundly grateful for all good 
wishes on my birthday- This year, it is 
my hope dial you will look after 
yourselves and can look forward to a 
good new year". 

Unlike the Queen fold her family, the 
Emperor's family was able to relax 
yesterday and beam as naturally as is 
permitted at the assembled press pho¬ 
tographers, content in the knowledge 
that they will never be subjected to 
undig nified photographic publicity of 
themselves dressed in leotards or 
poolside bikinis, as they opened the 
tabloids over tbeir breakfast toast 




Egyptians 
revel in 
Christian 
festival 


From Christo p her Walker 

IN CAIRO 


CHRISTMAS celebrations 
are thriving in Egypt desp 
the fact that 90 per cent of die 
population is Muslim and 
fundamentalists are waging a 
bloody campaign to overthrow 
the government 

This week, in the luxury 
Semiramis Hotel withe tanks 
of tiie Nile, a choir called 
Prifire Vivante (Living Prayer) 
gave a carol ooncert Other 
events in the hotel's crowded 
Christmas programme, typi¬ 
cal of those being staged with 
fierce competitiveness by all of 
Egypt's five-star hosteiries, in¬ 
clude a twice-daily visit from 
Santa Glaus, a seven-course 
Christmas dinner accompa¬ 
nied by a classical trio, and 
dafly afternoon teas with Yule 
logs and Christmas cake. 

On the 26th of July Street, 
Cairo’s equivalent of Oxford 
Street, the dusty pavements 
outside shops owned tty Mus¬ 
lims and Christians alike are 
jammed with Christmas trees 
selling for £E50 (£10) each. At 
tiie noisy live bird shop near a 
mosque, large “free range” 
turkeys are tied up awaiting 
dispatch at £1 a pound. 

The festivities are not re¬ 
stricted to the six million 
Coptic Christians who trace 
them origins to St Mark. At the 
British International School, 
Muslim and Christian child¬ 
ren have been playing an 
equal part in carol concerts, 
with Muslim parents gamely 
struggling to master words 
and tunes from traditional 
English carol sheets. Occa¬ 
sionally tiie word “king" has 
been replaced by “pharaoh" to 
add a little local colour. 


British 
troops 
fired on 
in Iraq 


From Michael TTheodoulou 

IN NICOSIA 


BRITISH and other interna¬ 
tional troops in a military 
patrol came under Iraqi 
madiinegun fire in the fast 
ground attack on allied forces 
since the Gulf War. it emerged 
yesterday. There were no ca¬ 
sualties mi tiie allied side, a 
Ministry of Defence spokes¬ 
man said “We are consulting 
with our allies an the way 
ahead,” he added. 

Iraq has recently taken steps 
to improve its image in the 
West in an attempt to have 
trade sanctions eased, and it 
was unclear whether tiie inci¬ 
dent was a misunderstanding 
or marks a defiant new mood. 
British military officials were 
playing down the incident last 
night as “probably a one-off”. 

Iraq has denied its soldiers 
have dashed with allied forces 
and dismissed the American 
and British daims. 

Pentagon officials said a 
group of 25 British, American, 
French. Turkish and Kurdish 
personnel travelling in a four- 
vehide convoy came under 
small aims and light machine- 
gun fire from Iraqi positions. 
They withdrew without re¬ 
turning fire, but when the 
same patrol was fired on 
again for a second time later, 
localguards returned fire. 

The att a ck has mystified 
analysts. President Saddam 
Hussein has pardoned several 
Western prisoners recently 
and has a greed to long-term 
monitoring of his weapons 
programmes and eased ten¬ 
sions with Kuwait by with¬ 
drawing Iraqi farmers 
stranded in the emirate after 
new borders were drawn up. 


Mafia reforges 
its French link 


Ffcoiw James Bone in newyork 


A s a result of the 
wrest of a mysteri¬ 
ous European pos¬ 
ing as a French furniture 
dealer, fears have surfaced 
here that the Mafia may 
have established a new 
“French Connection”. The 
man’s arrest was followed 
by the seizure of a record 
cache of heroin wrath $240 
million (£160 million) 

Police thoudit they had 
broken the infamous drug 
pipeline immortalised in 
The French Connection, a 
J»ok later turned into a 
mm. when they seized an 
imported car in New York 
m 1962 an d found 1201b of 
pore heroin. But the recent 
torest of the well-dressed 
French-speaking man in 
his late forties and the 
mswveiy of his meticulous 
records have led investiga¬ 
tor to conclude that New 
Toth 's traditional I talian 
omne families continue to 
be deeply involved in the 
heroin business. 

The authorities had as¬ 
sumed that tiie Mafia had 
been forced out of the 
noron wholesale trade. 
Mid Chinese organ- 

iJ 3 - Cnn,ehad replaced the 
Italians as the primary 
conduit for heroin into the 
g^.mid boasted thfo 
me traditional Mafia fam- 


flfes had been reduced to 
buying the drug from Chi¬ 
nese brokers and distribut¬ 
ing it to street dealers In the 
same way as many Jamai¬ 
can. Dominican and hla^r 
gangs. 

A two-year investigation 

resulting from the com¬ 
plaints of local residents 

concerned about drug-deal- 

jng on their block has now 
to a drastic revision of 
that view. The break¬ 
through came last month 
™ foe arrest of a man 
wto first claimed to be a 
Pans diamond dealer 
named Gilbert Barbe and 
foot a furniture dealer 
caHed Joel GuichardL 


K eeping his arrest 
recret, detectives ex¬ 
amined his scrunu- 
rous records and then 
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Clinton womanising claims throw editors into confusion 



From Ian Brodjte in Washington 


Clintoa- 

sceptical 


public taking 
view of stories 


NEW allegations of adultery 
by President Clinton eventual¬ 
ly became the story that the 
American media could not 
ignore. Yesterday even The 
Wall Street Journo/ broke its 
silence on the issue to report, 
m one paragraph on the front 
page, that Mr Clinton had 
denounced accusations by 
state troopers of his marital 
infidelity while Governor of 
Arkans as and of subsequent 
attempts at a cover-up. 

American news organ¬ 
isations have been split on 
their coverage. Some have 
gone into overdrive to report 
the issue, some obviously wish 
it would go away and have 
turned almost with relief to 
concentrate on the intricate 
and far less spicy subject of 
Mr and Mrs Clinton's involve¬ 
ment with a foiled thrift bank 
in Arkansas. 

Initially, news executives 
had to decide on the relevance 


of the charges first levelled by 
The American Spectator and 
followed up by the Los Angeles 
Times and the CNN television 
network, aD based on inter¬ 
views with file troopers. The 
New YorkTimes consigned the 
topic to a seven-paragraph 
repon by the Associated Press, 
but was later forced to pay 
more attention when first Mrs 
Clinton and then the President 
issued denials in interviews 
with reporters. Yesterday the 
newspaper only mentioned 
the President's comments in a 
caption on the front-page pho¬ 
tograph, but gave them promi¬ 
nent treatment on an inside 
page under the headline: 
“Clinton denies frying to stifle 
charges". 

The Washington Post tried 
to have it both ways. The 
newspaper had the story 
prominently on the front page 
while the executive editor, 
Leonard Downie. was telling 


his media correspondent that 
alleged extramarital affairs 
were not the subject of the 
paper’s reporting, but whether 
Mr Clinton had used govern¬ 
ment resources and power 
improperly in any connection 
with his private life 

The conservative Washing¬ 
ton Times, no friend of Mr 
Ginton, noted yesterday that 
he had narrowly confined his 
denials to whether he misused 
his official powers, its front¬ 
page headline ran: “President 
stops short of denying stories 
of trysts". 

The tabloid New York Daily 
News has taken a sympathetic 
line while still giving the topic 
banner treatment Mrs Gut- 
ton’s denial was greeted with a 
front-page headline pun call¬ 
ing her “A real trooper". By 
yesterday the News had found 
one of the women said to be 
involved. She denied having 
an affair with Mr Clinton but 



Affairs of state, as viewed by the cartoonist of the Philadelphia Daily News 


said they talked late into the 
night on the telephone about a 
problem of hers. The News 
headline: "My phone Bill". 

Television networks have 
been careful ro question die 
motives of the troopers and 
also of their lawyer, Clifford 


Jackson, who went to Oxford 
with Mr Ginton but is now his 
sworn enemy. “He’s been on 
Bill Clinton’s case for years,” 
ABC television's White House 
correspondent said in an un- 
flatterinf 
son. 


cring profile of Mr Jack- 
While editors have been 


agonising over what to do. the 
American public has shown 
scepticism and been distracted 
by last-minute Christinas 
shopping and preparations. 
Callers to radio phone-in pro¬ 
grammes have frequently crit¬ 
icised the Hoopers for frying to 


Washington 
warns Haiti 
of tougher 
sanctions 

From David Adams in Miami 


AMERICA has threatened 
Haiti’s military dictators with 
an expanded economic embar¬ 
go if they refuse to allow the 
return of democracy, while at 
the same time expressing pri¬ 
vate bitterness over die strate¬ 
gy of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
the exiled President who is 
coming under increasing at¬ 
tack for his handling of the 
country's two-year-old polit¬ 
ical crisis. 

On Wednesday, army lead¬ 
ers refused to meet military 
officials from America, France 
and Canada, who flew to Haiti 
to put pressure on them to 
restore democratic rule. They 
left empty-handed and issued 
a memorandum that gave the 
army until January 15 to 
comply with a peace agree¬ 
ment brokered by the United 
Nations or risk further sanc¬ 
tions. including a full block¬ 
ade of the island, adding to an 
arms and fuel embargo. 

While America considers its 
next move in a policy that is 
rapidly running out of fresh 
ideas and resolve, the State 
Department has turned in¬ 
creasingly hostile towards the 
man it is supposed to be frying 
to restore to power. The latest 
controversy has brought to the 
surface a long-festering mis¬ 
trust between Mr Aristide and 


American officials. Last week 
Mr Aristide rejected a propos¬ 
al by Robert MaivaJ, his Prime 
Minister, to hold a national 
conference in Haiti. Mr Mai¬ 
vaJ resigned and wrote a 
stinging letter to Mr Aristide 
protesting against “the low 
blows and stabs in the back 
that you regularly dealt me". 

The letter is potentially 
damaging to Mr Aristide's 
international credibility after 
months of diplomatic efforts 
on his behalf. Mr MaivaJ 
wrote: “You made the psycho¬ 
logical mistake of confusing 
my sense of honour and 
loyalty with weakness. At all 
times I respected your prerog¬ 
atives as Presidoit but you 
never stopped trampling on 
raine.* 

in a. further sign of Mr 
Aristide's loss of favour, an 
editorial in The Washington 
Post oh Wednesday ques¬ 
tioned Ms rote. “He seems to 
coraider it somebody rise's job 
to restore him to power." it 
raid. The Miami Herald, 
however, called for an Ameri¬ 
can invasion'..There is noth¬ 
ing left 1 to negotiate with this 
pack of murderers and liars 
... Haiti requires a military 
intervention to return the 
country io its rightful, elected 
government," it said- 


US steps up tempo in 
talks with Pyongyang 

From James Bone innkwyOrk 


AMERICA and North Korea 
have stepped up the tempo of 
meetings about their nuclear 
dispute ahead of today’s visit 
to Pyongyang by Boutros 
Boutros Ghaii. the United 
Nations Secretary-General 
US and North Korean offici¬ 
als have met twice in New 
York so far this week to try to 
resolve their dispute about the 
Communist regime's refusal 
to allow full international 
inspection of its nuclear 
faculties, which it is believed to 


be using to extract plutonium 
' for a nudear bomb. Things 
are inching along with no real 
breakthroughs and no real 
setbacks.” one US source said. 

Dr Boutros Ghaii is to cross 
into North Korea from South 
Korea today through the 
demilitarised zone. He has 
said he will convey to North 
Korea the international con¬ 
cern about its nudear pro¬ 
gramme, but he was not 
negotiating on behalf of Amer¬ 
ica or any other country. 


Cuban rebel tells how ‘Spanish double’ aided escape from Havana 

Castro’s daughter begs for her child 


By David Adams 

IN HER first public appear¬ 
ance since defecting, the 
daughter of Hdel Castro ap¬ 
pealed yesterday to the Cuban 
government-- and tothe man 
she refuses to call her father— 
to allow her own teenage 
daughter to leave the island. 

Speaking at a press confer¬ 
ence in Columbus, Georgia, 
an elegant but tearful Alina 
Fernandez Revuelta, disclosed 
how she escaped from Cuba 
disguised as a Spanish tourist, 
wearing heavy make-up, a wig 
and an overcoat to fool Cuban 
immigration officials. Asked 
how long she draught Dr 
Castro might remain in pow¬ 
er, she replied; “I don’t care 
how many days be has got left. 
All I care about is how many 
days before I see my daughter 
again.” The people who 
organised her defection to 
Spain and the United States 
said a woman who looked 
particularly like Senora Fer¬ 
nandez travelled to Cuba spe¬ 
cifically to “lend "her passport 
to. President Castro’s 
daughter. 

Once Setiora Fernandez, 37, 
had left the country, her 
“double" told Cuban police 
that her passport had been 
stolen. She was given a re¬ 
placement by the Spanish 
embassy and she returned to 
Spain safely on Wednesday. 

Senora Fernandez’s state¬ 
ment ended speculation that 
Dr Castro had quietly allowed 
his rebel daughter to leave the 
country to defuse a painful 
family feud- Hie separation of 
Setiora Fernandez and her 
daughter. Alina SaJgada, may 
prove to be even more embar¬ 
rassing, however. 

The elegant appearance of 
Setiora Fernandez, a former 
model, belied her years of 
deprivation in Cuba. She eat- j 
plained that she had put era 
weight during the past two 
months to help disguise her 
appearance. Those who knew 
who knew her in Havana 
recalled that she had been 
losing weight and was almost 
anorexic. 

Cari Schmidt, a German 
author who was preparing a 
book on Dr Castro’s daughter 
until he was deported recently 
and his notes were seized by 
Cuban authorities, said how 
wen she looked. “When I saw 
her last, about eighr weeks 
ago, she was so miserable. She 
was thin like salad," he said. 
Setiora Femdndez spoke 


Mirade of 34th precinct 
turns firearms into toys 


From James Bone in new york 


POLICE in one of New York's 
most violent precincts have 
instituted a “rays for guns" 
scheme in an attempt to get 
pistols off the streets at Christ¬ 
mas time. 

With the backing of a local 
businessman, polk* of the 
34th precinct in the drug- 
infested upper reaches of 
Manhattan are handing out 
$100 (£67) toy-shop gift vouch¬ 
ers to anyone who turns in a 
handgun before midnight on 
Christmas Day. Seven people 
took up the offer on the first 
day, with no questions asked. 

Fernando Mateo, the owner 
of a local carpet shop who put 
up $5,000 of his own money to 
launch the scheme, said his 
message was: “You don’t haw 
to hurt anyone or commit 
violent crimes to put toys 
under your trees " 

The first gun turned in came 
from a couple — identified 
only as Ray M, 18, and Mane 
0. 23 — who arrived at the 
police station with a -25-calibre 
handgun tucked inside a 
Christmas card box. Mane 
said that when she heard of 


the offer she went to Ray's 
home in the South Bronx and 
persuaded him to trade in the 
gun a friend had left th ere in 
the summer. The pair admit¬ 
ted they were apprehensive, 
fearing that the p olice might 
trace the gun to a crime they 

did not knew? about. . 

tYou hear about those cases 
where police trick you," Marie 
said. “We were thinking were 
a burich of suckers *rtra11 do 
anything for $100.” 

Mr Mateo was so delighted 
wfch his first success that he 
personally took die couple to 
the toy shop to spend their gift 
certificates. They bought a 
pushchair for $38.99. a toy 
train for $26.99 and a video 
game.. . 

Despite the surge m the 
ntmiber of teenagers taking 
guns to school, Mr Mateo 
believes thetse 'who respond to 
his. offer will be parents, not 
children. “Giving guns for 
toys, maybe some people who 
don't have money to buy their 
kids presents, but have a gun. 

will turn it in." he said. 

• With American tity shops 


increasingly stocking violent 
games, however, there is no 
guarantee that parents will 
not redeem their gift certifi¬ 
cates for violent video games 
and toy guns, creating a new 
generation of street hoodlums 
for some new gun exchange 
programme in the next 
century. 

New York already has a 
programme to exchange guns 
for cash, and the couple re¬ 
ceived $75 for their gun along 
with the gift certificate. Over 
the past 18 months the New 
York police department has 
bought back 3,595 guns — 54 
of them in the 34th precinct, 
which has had 72 murders so 
for this year. 

“Mr Mateo is doing more 
than wishing for peace and 
goodwill during fins holiday 
season," said Raymond Kelly, 
tiie New York Police Commis¬ 
sioner who inaugurated the 
scheme. 

"He’S taking instruments of 
human, destruction off our 
streets... were calling it tile 
'Miracle of 34th Precinct',’’ the 
police chief said. 



longingly of the daughter she 
had to leave behind. “You 
have to realise the desperation 
that led me to escape with the 
prospect that there may be no 
hope of seeing my child 
again," she said. She 
described how her daughter 
celebrated her 16th birthday 
on Sunday, knowing nothing 
of her plaits to escape. 

“It was the only way to do 
anything for her. for me to go 
first," sbe said. “She pushed 
me to do ft. She said she would 
never forgive me if I didn't do 


ft." 

Senora Fernandez said her 
daughter had stopped attend¬ 
ing the National School of Arts 
where she is studying dance, 
because of a shortage of teach¬ 
ers and a lack of public 
transport caused by the coun¬ 
try's economic crisis. 

In a brief telephone inter¬ 
view with a Miami television 
station, Senorita Salgada 
sounded cheerful and said she 
knew her mother was gone, 
bur could not talk more about 
it In Havana foxed copies of 


Spanish newspaper reports 
about the defection were 
distributed. 

However. Senor Fernan¬ 
dez's mother, Natalia Revuelta 
— the woman with whom Dr 
Castro had a public affair in 
the 1950s — was clearly 
shocked by the news when she 
was also interviewed. “Call me 
later ” she said. “I know 
nothing about all this. I'm 
very upset" 

when Senora fbmindez 
arrived in the United States 
she was granted “parole sta¬ 


tus," a first step to political 
asylum, which leads to Ameri¬ 
can citizenship after one year. 

An earlier escape plan by 
boat, aided by foreign friends, 
was cancelled in October. Her 
defection from Cuba was the 
first time that she had left the 
island since a trip to Paris in 
1964. During the 1930s. Seno¬ 
ra FemAndez was denied per¬ 
mission to emigrate with her 
Mexican husband, who even¬ 
tually returned to Mexico 
alone. She was reported to 
have married on three other 
occasions. 

Senora Femindez is bong 
looked after by the Vailadares 
Foundation, a Cuban exile 
group based in Virginia — the 
same group which a year ago 
helped to organise the daring 
flight in and out of Cuba by 
Orestes Lorenzo, an airforce 
pilot, to pick up bis wife and 
chfldren. 

The foundation's president, 
Armando Vailadares, a for¬ 
mer political prisoner in Cuba 
and right-wing opponent of 
Dr Castro—was in Madrid to 
greet Senora Fernandez dur¬ 
ing her brief stay there on the 
way to the United States. 

. Setiora Fem&ndez-gave her 
American press conferaroe 
from the home of Elena Diaz- 
Verson Amos, a wealthy Cu- 
ban-American philanthropist 
An American immigration of¬ 
ficial acted as her interpreter. 
"I have had differences with 
my daughter,” Setiora 
Revuelta said, “like any moth¬ 
er, but 1 love her and she 
knows that She can always 
counton me." 

Dr Castro's sister, Juana 
Castro, who has lived in 
Miami since 1964 and owns a 
chemist's shop in little Ha¬ 
vana. said she was looking 
forward to meeting her niece 
for the first time. She said the 
defection "shows how great a 
tragedy Cuba is going 
through, that even Castro’s 
own relatives, his own flesh 
and blood, reject him. Sad as it 
is, her arrival in the land of 
freedom is Eke a Christmas 
gift," she said. 

Over the past two years 
Setiora Castro said she had 
received several letters from 
Senora Fernandez describing 
her fife. The letters were 
pathetic and tragic and moved 
me very modi." she said. 

The US State Department 
called the defection “one more 
illustration of the lack of 
freedom and lack of hope 
which pervade Cuba today". 
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Desert sin spot tempts the kids 


From Gules Whittell in las vegas 


IT RISES 30 storeys above 
the Nevada desert and fills a 
243-acre rite. It has 18.000 
doors, 93 Efts, suites three 
times the size of an av 
family home, and 5,1 
rooms. In case anyone doubt¬ 
ed the claim of the MGM 
Grand Hotel. Casino and 
Theme Park in Las Vegas to 
be the world’s biggest, a 
woman from the Guinness 
Book of Records was on 
hand at its opening this week 
with a plaque. 

Also on hand was a flea of 
stretch Cadillacs foO of cud¬ 
dly Wizard of Oz characters 
who are leading MGM’s 
effort to rival Disneyland. 

After decades of notoriety 
for the striptease saloons 
and one-armed bandits of 
“GEtter Gulch”, Las Vegas Is 
frying to re-invent itself as a 
family-friendly city. 

Hie image lift started in 
October with the opening of 
the 2300-room Luxor Hotel 
— a glass-dad bronze pyra¬ 
mid whose atrium could 
accommodate nine Jumbo 
jets — and continued with 
Treasure Island (2.900 rooms 
and an hourly dash of full- 


sized pirate ships afloat in 
Buccaneer Bay). 

The big new idea at Las 
Vegas is to keep the kids 
happy—so that their parents 
can keep on gambling. “We 
aim to bring more people to 
Las Vegas from more places 
with more money than ever 
before”, says Larey Woolf, 
chief executive of the MGM 
Grand. “If they walk past the 
slot machines, some of it 
stays. It’s a simple marketing 
proposition”. 

The hotel's casino is the 
size of four American foot¬ 
ball pitches with 165 gaming 
tables using a million packs 
of cards, and 3500 slot ma¬ 
chines filled for opening day 
with 180 tons of coins deliv¬ 
ered in armoured convoys. 
Seven of foe machines take 
only $500 chips. 

MGM cast members (as 
staff are known) are relent¬ 
lessly cheerful Their corpo¬ 
rate refrain is “have a Grand 
day" — which foiled to con¬ 
sole Tony, an Arkansas de¬ 
veloper in snakeskin jacket 
and boots, who lost $6,000 at 
baccarat in the casino's first 
tea minutes. 



A model of King Looey, MGM's trademark lion, 
at the company’s theme park in Las Vegas 


Marcos 
cleared 
of fraud 
charge 

Manila: A special court yes¬ 
terday acquitted imedla Mar¬ 
cos, the former first lady, of 
fraud in a ruling that could 
delay Manila’s efforts to recov¬ 
er $350 million (£238 million) 
that Mrs Mar ok and her late 
husband allegedly deposited 
in Swiss banks. 

Judge Garchitorena said 
state prosecutors foiled to 
prove the case against Ferdi¬ 
nand Marcos's widow. Ma¬ 
nila had accused her of 
violating a constitutional pro¬ 
vision banning officials from 
membership of private firms. 

She was alleged to have set 
up a front organisation, the 
Maler Foundation, to transfer 
$10 million wrath of United 
States treasury notes, provid¬ 
ed by the Philippines central 
bank, to Swiss bank accounts. 
Mrs Marcos was a member of 
parliament at the time. 

Judge Garchitorena convic¬ 
ted Mrs Marcos in September 
on two counts of fraud and 
sentenced her to a maximum 
of 24 years in jail. She remains 
free pending an appeal but 
faces other charges. (AFP) 

Financial post 

Canberra: Paul Keating, the 
Australian Prime Minister, 
has appointed Ralph Willis, a 
fiscal conservative, as his chief 
economic minister. Financial 
markets reacted calmly to 
news that Mr Willis would re¬ 
place John Dawkins as 
treasurer. (Reuter) 

Veterans’ Bill 

Washington: President Clin¬ 
ton signed a Bill ensuring pri¬ 
ority treatment for American 
veterans of the Gulf War who 
suffer from illnesses that may 
have been caused by exposure 
to toxic substances. Their 
symptoms include skin rashes 
and memory loss. 

Leader chosen 

Jakarta: Megawati Sukarno¬ 
putri. eldest daughter of the 
late President Sukarno, has 
been unanimously endorsed 
as the leader of the opposition 
Indonesian Democratic Party. 
She vowed to abide by and de¬ 
fend the state ideology of 
Paocasila. (AP) 

Somalis protest 

Mogadishu: Hundreds of 
demonstrators took to the 
streets here as another 500 
American soldiers prepared to 
leave the Somali capital yes¬ 
terday. Several demonstrators 
carried placards declaring: 
“We need peace not foreign in¬ 
tervention." (AFP) 

Nine murdered 

Johannesburg: Nine black 
people died yesterday in polit¬ 
ical violence in South Africa. 
The bodies of four men were 
found in two townships east of 
Johannesburg. Gunmen mur¬ 
dered five people, including an' 
eight-montn-oJd baby, at 
Isipingo in Natal. (Reuter) 

Burke charged 

Perth: Brian Burke, the for¬ 
mer Premier of Western Aus¬ 
tralia. and Brenda Brush, his 
former secretary, were 
charged with stealing about 
E56JSD0 from the state branch 
of the Labor Party between 
1984 and 1988, Perth police 
said. (Reuter) 

Drugs case 

S&o Paulo: A man was 

arrested after he tried to smug¬ 
gle a suitcase of clothes im¬ 
pregnated with cocaine from- 
Bolivia into Brazil. Hie man ■ 
travelling to Candada. had 1! 
items of clothes that had been' 
dipped in cocaine and water 1 
then dried. (Reuter) 
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make money from the media. 
A sure sign of editors’ discom¬ 
fort over how to handle the 
issue has been the absence of 
any editorial comment By 
yesterday, however. Washing¬ 
ton’s legion of columnists were 
taking sides. Michael Kinsley, 
a liberal writer for The New 
Republic, aimed his attack at 
David Brock, author of The 
American Spectator article, 
wham he accused of dishonest 
reporting. 

Richard Cohen, another 
liberal commoitator. took the 
“who cares?" line in his Wash¬ 
ington Post column. Suzanne 
Fields, a syndicated colum¬ 
nist, chose to disparage Mr 
Ginton, whether the Arkansas 
stories proved to be true or 
not They have already tar¬ 
nished the moral authority of 
the young President to speak 
on the moral issues for which 
he had begun to find his 
voice," she said. 

White House role, page I 
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Holidays are the time to catch up on the year’s books. Giles Coren finds out who’s in t he middleof^gt 

What are you reading at Christmas? 



I WILL be re-reading Henry 
James this Christmas as I am 
writing a book called 
Dangerous Pilgrimages about the 
history of transatlantic fiction, 
it's inspired by reading people like 
Martin Amis and Julian 
Barnes who are writing in that 
way now. I am giving my son 
Max Beerbohm’sA Christmas 
Garland (Yale £16.95), which I 
have never read so I will also be 
taking a look at that 


I AM reading Francis Crick's 
The Astonishing Hypothesis: The 
Scientific Search of the Soul in 
proof form. I am reviewing it for 
the New Yorker, but I want to 
read it anyway. I’m also reading 
flees of the World by the 
entomologist Christopher O'Toole, 
because I'm obsessed with 
insects and he is the bug wrangler 
and observer on the filming of 
ray book Angels and Insects. I'm 
reading a lot of short stories 
and especially enjoying Kipling 
and Graham Greene, because 
I *m planning to edit a book of 
short stories. I'm also reading 
some Goethe my German 
publisher gave me — I always 
have some poetry on the go and 
some Karen Blixen in Italian — 
but that sounds pretentious. 


thought 1 already was a 
depressive. But I don't usually get 
much time to do any reading at 
Christmas. I'm too busy cooking 
and washing up.” 


I AM reading Mister Savage 
and DoctorJohnson by Richard 
Holmes (Hodder & Stoughton 
£19.99), because I haven't read it 
yet and I love everything 
Holmes writes. Apart from that I 
am reading a book about 
Gosforth Cross which is where I 
live for a lot of the time, and 1 
am working an a book set in 
medieval England. 


I WILL be reading Bravo Two- 
Zero by Andy McNab (Bantam 
£14.99) because so many people 
have recommended it to me. I 
always go for “word of mouth 
books” as weD as looking at the 
critics. I will also be reading 
Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy 
(Phoenix £19.99) for the same 
reason. 


I AM reading The Bays—A 
Double Biography of Hilton 
Edwards and Michael 
Madammoir by Christopher fitz- 
Simon (Nick Hem £17.99). 

They are such a fascinating pair. 
Otherwise I will really be doing 
more writing than reading over 
Christmas. 



I have a triend who gives me 
the new Elmore Leonard every 
other year, so I hope to be 
reading that, too. 


I SHALL be reading Helen 
Suzman’s memoirs. In No 
Uncertain Terms (Sinclair 
Stevenson £17.99). because when 
the history of South Africa 
comes to be written, she and her 
colleagues will be found to have 
played a very large part in the 
struggle for human rights - and 

she is very entertaining as well. 





I SHALL be reading The 
Hidden Landscapeoy Richard 
Fortey (Cape £19.99). lt*5 a very 
well written book about geology 
and geo logical history which I 
have read bits of already, but it is 
not untO now that I have had a 
chance to read it properly. 


I SPEND every Christmas at 
ray community in Mirfield, The 
Community of the 
Resurrection. Most of my time is 
spent praying, and since we are 
only allowed to speak for three 
hours each day, mealtimes are 
spent chatting furiously about 
what we have been up to 
during the year. When I do get the 
chance to read it has to be 
something light For something 
very lightweight I shall read an 
Anita Brookner novel, and I will 
also be re-reading Beryl 
Bainbridge’s The Birthday Boys 
(Duckworth £12.99) about die 
explorers on Scott's Antarctic 
expedition who all died an or 
around their birthdays. 







1 HAVE got such a backlog to 
catch up on, 1 don't know which 
one it will be next Probably 
Remembering Babylon (Chatto & 
Windus £14.99) by'David 
Malouf. At the moment I am in die 
middle of The Stone Diaries 
(Fourth Estate £12.99) by Carol 
Shields - as you can see I am 
working my way through the 
Booker shortlist. 1 have also 
bought Will Selfs The Quantity 
Theory Of Insanity 
(Bloomsbury Classics £10.95) 

because it says an the back "If a 

manic JG Ballard and a depressive 
David Lodge got together, this 
would be the result" Well. I 


I AM reading The Sabres Of 
Paradise —A Biography of 
Shamtyn the Avar by Lesley 
Blanch (Quartet £5.95). It is a 
lovely book all about die 
Caucasus, which is where my 
latest novel takes place. As I am 
now read in so many schools and 
universities, it is important to 
get my research absolutely right 
I have written a book a 
fortnight for twenty years, so I 
don’t have much time to read. I 
have to keep on writing, if you just 
watch television you go ga-ga. 




I WILL be reading Baroness 
Thatcher's memoirs (Harper 
Collins £25.00). She is one of 
the really fascinating people of our 
time, and I want to find out 
what makes her ticL In hundreds 
of pages you cannot help but 
reveal something of yourself. I find 
that die book stimulates much 
thought on the present condition of 
man. 

In this relatively quiet period 
for me 1 find I have a lot of books 
waiting to be read, but the 
fiction I usually leave till the 
summer. 


IWTLL be reading Iris 
Murdoch’s The Green Knight 
(Charto £15.99) and Robert 
Keels life of Parnell, The Laurel 
and the Ivy (Hamish Hamilton 
£16.99). Why? Because I want to. 


I AM writing a novel al the 
moment about an orchestra so I 
am having to do lots of 
research, mainly musical 
biographies, books about 
blowing French horns and things. 
I have been reading Nicholas 
Kenyon'S biography of Simon 
Rattle (Faber £12.95). To have 
your biography written by the 
controller of Radio 3 when you 
areas young as Simon Rattle is 
rather impressive, don’t you 
think? Oh, and I'm reading a 
Kathy Lette novel as welL 






I AM giving my daughter 
Robert Hughes' The Culture of 
Complaint (Oxford University 
Press £12.95} for Christmas, 
mainly because 1 intend to read 
it myself. I have just finished 
Buffalo Soldiers by Robert 
O’Connor (Flamingo £5.99). which 
is a very black and very funny 
book about die American army in 
peace-time Germany. It is quite 
brilliant and I was very surprised 
not to see it on any of the book 
of die year lists. I also plan to 
finish Caroline Moorehead’s 
biography of Bertrand Russell 
(Sinclair Stevenson £12.99). and 




m 






I ALWAYS read a lot, usually 
before I go to bed. Christmas 
doesn't make an awful lot of 
difference to that. I am reading 
The Time Before The War 
(Cape £14-99), a novel set in Paris, 
by Thomas Wiseman, wbo is a 
friend of mine. I got married 
recently to Reg Gadney, and I 
haven’t yet read all of his books. 

which might be a bit remiss. 

Although I don’t usually read 
thrillers, I will read his 
Somewhere In England. It will be 
ray duty and my pleasure. 


I WILL be reading Rfl. Surtees’ 
Ask Mama (Sutton £3.95). it does 
have a rather off-putting title, 
and it is a slightly unusual bit of 
Surtees, wbo was a very great 
novelist but I think h is one of his 
best works. It is a wonderful 
depiction of the pushing, rather 
bounderish. society of the 1830s 
and’40s. 


I’M READING Peter 
Ackroyd’s The Diversions of 
Parley (Hamish Hamilton 
£8.95). It is a very strange 
collection of poetry and rather 
like his own personality: learned, 
abrupt mysterious, 
affectionate, and very elegant It’s 
actually quite difficult poetry, 
and very surprising. I'm also 
reading an old paperback that I 
found in the house called The 
Middle of the Journey, the only 
novel ever written by the critic 
Lionel Trilling. It's a very self- 
consdous and over-written book 
about the Alger Hiss trial, and 
it falls to pieces in my hands. Ill 

also be reading my own new 
volume of poems. Dolphins. 
because it will be published in 
February and I find that 1 can’t 
read my own poetry after it has 
been reviewed. 




Sail with Siena Sealink Line to France or Iceland next year and your caravan/trailer can 
go free with your ear on the following sutings:- 


To France 

Dover - Calais 
Ncwhaven - Dieppe 

To Ireland 
Fishguard - Rosstare 
Holyhead - Dun Laoghahv 


Travel dates 


1 May - 31 Aug 
1 May - 16 Jim* 


10 Jan -28 Mar 


Validity 


Selected sailings Sun -Thurs 


All Standard Return 
Fare snflingy 


PLUS ASK FOR OUR SPECIAL CARAVAN OFFERS ON 
Harwich-Hook of HoDand and Stranraer-Larne. 

TO BOOK CALL 0233 647047 OR VISIT YOUR 

LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR MOTORING ORGANISATION*, 
t rmliiAng 16 Mjy 

Thu oBtf a when io icsnecd tpxt and mm be booted « ton 24 boon a adnace. To*d lo be cos^kicd bawten dm shm. 

Stena Sealink 


STENA LINE - THE WORLD'S LEADING 
FERRY COMPANY 



I HAVE just been sent a book 
from Canada, which has not been 
published in Britain yet. by 
Professor Clement Ucbovitz, who 
is an acquaintance, called 77ie 
Chamberlain-Hitler Deal. He has 


done a lot of work on captured 
office documents and it really is an 
excellent book, particularly 
fascinating considering the new 
deals in Europe. Another book 
I am reading is G.L. Simons’s 
Iraq: From Sumer to Saddam 
(Macmillan £25), it provides a 
brilliant historical background 
to things that are becoming 

increasingly important in the 
light of the Scott enquiry. 


I SHALL be reax ixng Anglo- 
Indian Attitudes by Clive Dewey 
(Hambledon £25.00), because I 
am reviewing it for The Sunday 

Times after Christmas. 


I AM reading The Collision of 
Two Civilizations by Alain 
Peyrefitte (Harvill £20). It is the 
story of the famous McCartney 
expedition to Peking. Here, 
from two centuries ago, is a 
perceptive and illuminating 
picture of the dash between East 
and West which is still relevant 
today as the West struggles to 
come to terms with the growing 
economic and political power of 
tiie Pacific rim. 


I HAVE a stack of bodes 
waiting to come away on holiday 
with me. Reinventing 
Government, by David Osborne 
and Ted Gabler (Addison- 
Westey £19.95). was a best-seller in 
the United Stales and was 
commended by the economic 
advisors to both Bush and 
din ton. Many friends of mine 
over there have insisted that I 
read it 111 be reading Gerald 
Seymour's The Fighting Man 
(HarperCoUins £14.99), I worked 
with him a long time ago as a 
reporter, and he is simply the best 
storyteller around. David 
Fn^Vs Autobiography (Harper 
Collins £14.99) is also coming 
with me because it’s about a time 
that I remember very well, and 
I will also be reading Tom 
Clancy’s new book. Without 
Remorse (Harper Collins £15.99). 


1 AM two-thirds of the way 
through A Suitable Boy (Phoenix 
£19.99), so I have another five 
hundred pages to read of that 
When I've finished I hope to be 
able to read my Christmas 
presents. I have scattered dues 
around that I want James Fenton’S 
Out of Danger (Penguin £750). 
and Gabriel Garda Marquez's 
new collection of short stories. 
Strange Pilgrims (Cape £14.99). 
The Marquez wasn't terribly 
well reviewed, but I want to read it 
anyway. 





I HAVE been travelling so 
much recently that I haven’t had 
time to read or even think 
about books for ages. Art books 
are what I am most interested 
in and I am hoping that my wife 
will have bought me some for 
Christmas. Miro has just had a big 
exhibition in New York, so I 
am particularly hoping for 
something on him. 


I COVERED the World Chess 
Championship for The New Yorker 
so I am planning to read 
Dominic Lawson’S The Inner 
Game (Macmillan £1499). I 
will also read Eric Fenby’s Delius 
As I Knew Him (Faber £325), 
because I am writing a story about 
a composer who lives in 
France, as Ddius did. And I will 
read Christopher Hubert's 
Rise and Fail of the House of 
Media (Penguin £8.99). 
because I am going to Florence in 
the new year. 


I WILL be reading Giovanni's 
Room by James Baldwin (Penguin 
£5.99), because I must lave 
taken it on at least ten aeroplane 
flights and I have never yet got 
around to reading iL I am flying to 
New York on Friday for 
Christmas, so Ill definitely read it 
then. Anything else 1 read will 
be bought from Dalton's bookstore 
on 86th Street, which will be 
my first port of call when I get to ' 
New York. I usually buy books 
there which haven't come out in 
Britain yet. or never will 
because they relate specifically to 
American life. 
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1 WILL be reading Francis 
Stiegmuller'sA Woman, a Man, 
and Two Kingdoms, about 
Paris and Naples in the 18th 
century. I have just found a 
second-hand copy of Stefan 
Zweig'S Kaleidoscope. He is an 
amazing writer, and I hope to find 
all his books in translation 
eventually. I will read Ronald 
Dworkin’s Life’s Dominion 
(HarperCollins EI7J50). which is 
about abortion and euthenasia, 

because I am trying to write a 

book about how people regard 

life. Apart from that, I will read 
endless thrillers and all the 
Edith Wharton that I haven’t 
already read. 


I WILL be reading a lot of 
books, one of which will be 
Gibbon's Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire for the second 
time, because it has just been 
published as a beautiful three 
volume Everyman Classic 
(£25). It has such a peerless prase 
style, and it really is the second 
greatest story ever told. I usually 
re-read one book for every one I 
read new. I will also be reading 
Marquez’s new collection. 

Strange Pilgrims (Cape £1499). 
I’ve read all his books.! think, 
although 1 don't understand any of 
it I always finish a story and 
then think I must have missed 
something, but I enjoy him 
hugely. 


I HAVE just finished right 
books in very quick time, so I am 
rather “booked our. I will be 
reading Jill Tweedie’s Eating 
People (Viking £15.99). I was so 
sad and shocked when she died 
because, although I didn’t 
actually know her, I had always 
felt as though she were a 
friend. She influenced my way of 
thinking, and made me jump 
for the papers in the morning in a 
way that I no longer do. The 

sadness that there will not be a 

second volume is implicit as 
you read the book, and the beauty 
and frivolity shines through the 
tragedy. There is a great sense of 
freedom in it. 

I don’t think I will be getting 
any books for Christmas, all they 
seem to have got me is a pen. 


I AM reading Peter Ackroyd’s 
The House Of Doctor Dee 
(Hamish Hamilton £14.99), 
which l was given for my birthday. 
It is an old story that I know 
well and 1 will be interested to see 
how he dresses it up in 
mysterious new clothes. I am also 
reading Angus Fraser's 
fascinating book The Gypsies 
(Blackwell £19.99). as 
background research for a film 
about Princess Caraboo. For 
the same project I have been 
trading newspapers from 1817 , 
which are full of advertisements 
for things like hair-restorers 

“as used by members of the royal 

family", so nothing much has 
changed. 

El ~jgjjEASHgr|3I 

I AM reading An Invitation to 

because my daughter is reading 
philosophy at university and I 
want to see what she is up to. bui t 


have always been interested, 

and this seems to be a good. 

straightforward introduction- } 
have also bought the new William 
Boyd, The Blue Afternoon. 
(Sinclair Stevenson £14.99) for 
something easier to read. I’ve 
always been a fan of his. 


I DON'T read for fun. 

Whenever I finish a novel I always 
wonder why I bothered to read 
it I’m preparing an edition of an 
obscure 17th-century poet, Anne 
Wharton, who died in 1685, and 
whose fortune was used to fond 
the Whig Supremacy. Her reward 
was to be buried in an 
unnamed grave by a husband who 
wanted the world to forget her. 

But I found her! I have spent today 
in tiie library reading the 
Egerton Manuscript, and I have 
discovered something that no 
one else knows. That kind of 
reading is my idea of total 
happiness. 


I HAD been looking forward to 
Sue Townsend's The Queen And I 
{Mandarin £4.99) for ages, but 
then 1 found myself on a long train 
journey and 1 devoured it in 
one go, it made me laugh a lot My 
mother is giving me Roddy 
Doyle's Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha 
(Seeker & Warburg £1299) for 
Christmas so I’m looking forward 
to that now. At tiie moment 1 
am in the middle of the Thatcher 
memoirs, which are a bit like a 
Christmas pudding, you cant dp 
the whole thing, just a little bit 
at a time. I am also reading 
' Maureen Lipman’s When's It 
Coming Out? (Robson £14.95) 
which is a good corrective for 
the Thatcher book, and I like to 
pinch her jokes for my warm¬ 
ups. / 





I DON'T know what I will be 
reading because I don’t know what 
I will get for Christmas. I am 
extremely dubious about all these 
pretentious people who say 
they are reading books atholiday 
time. How on earth do they 
find the time? 





THERE ARE three or four 
book s th at I have my eye on over 
Christmas. At the moment I am 
hugriy enjoytng Alistair Horne's 
The Price of Glory: Verdun 1916 
(Penguin £7.99). he really brings 
home the pathos and human 
folly.of war, and he writes 
brilliantly, as well as any 
crea tive writer. I usually dip into 
“Chips” Charmon’s diaries, 
they are the classic political diaries 
of our time, and they feed me 
with plenty of ideas for my own 
wrong, i will be reading Frank 
Delaney’S Telling the Pictures 
(HarperCollins £14.99), because 
be is a wonderful guy and a 
wonderful writer. Apart from 
that I shall read a couple of 
thrillers: Gerald Seymour's 77ie 
Fighting Man {HarperCollins 
El499)vbecause he is one of the 
very best thriller writers around, 
and Provo by Gordon Stevens 
(HarperCollins £9.99), who I have 
never read but have heard is 
exceptionally good. 

/ ALftH CQREW : y 

im riding Blake Morrison’s 

Dld You See Your 
Father? (Granta £1499). 

sarr- 

superlatively. 
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‘I have a 


gift to help 
people 
encircled 


by death’ 


The Angel of Mostar tells why she 
risked her life dodging bullets to~ 
drive an ambulance across the front 
line to rescue the wounded of Bosnia 



THE VALERIE GROVE INTERVIEW 


T his year's Christmas 
angel turns out to be 
Jewish, with very 
black, spiky hair, in¬ 
tensely dark eyes, a toothily 
telegenic smile and a talent for 
the soundbite — “If the UN 
can do it without me, why 
don’t they bloody well do it?" 

Someone had said the UN 
did not need a Sally Bedcer in 
Bosnia. But reason not the 
need; in the era of compassion 
fatigue, it is getting noticed 
that matters, and every head¬ 
line writer had seized upon the 
Angel of Mostar from Hove. 

In a deeply provincial hotel 
in Birmingham. Ms Becker 
cuts a stylish dash in silk shirt 
and chic black trousers. We 
know she is intrepid and 
fearless; she has dodged bul¬ 
lets and driven ambulances 
under sniper fire to rescue the 
wounded, a heroine of charity. 
She is also a woman of 33 with 
a rackety past a penchant for 
adventure and a clairvoyant’s 
prediction to fulfil. And she 
has beside her. corroborating 
her stories, the calm, reassur¬ 
ing presence of her family 
doctor. Duncan Stewart aged 
50. a man anyone would go 
into a war zone with. 

“When I first met Sally she 
was eight and covered in 
spots ".says the gentle-voiced 
Dr Stewart “Measles." He 
was a new GPthen and knows 
the whole family well: she was 
the rebellious one of the four. 
When she asked him this 
summer for medical equip¬ 
ment to take to Bosnia he gave 
her “bits and pieces" and she 
managed to bring out five 
injured children from East 
Mostar. 

After that he found himself 
agreeing to return with her 
this winter, leading her Oper¬ 
ation Angel convoy: he even 
guaranteed a loan of £50.000 
to fond it bought the first of its 
fleet of ambulances, and left 
behind an understanding 


wife, two daughters, two dogs 
and a locum. 

Astonishingly, die Angel of 
Mostar herself had never 
heard of Bosnia until this year. 
She had been preoccupied on 
the Costa del Sol. painting 
nudes — mostly of the actress 
Polly Perkins — and appear¬ 
ing as an extra on tbe set of El 
Dorado . Then she came 
home, saw scenes from Bosnia 
on television and derided to 
sell a diamond and sapphire 
ring, and go. “I felt 1 could 
afford to take die risk — not 
being married, having no 
children, nobody to abandon." 

But why? Self-fulfilment, 
she frankly says. "Even as a 



Intrepid, fearless and adventurous Sally Becker “Even as a child I always felt I was meant to do something. My personality was never geared to a nine-to-five job" 



child I always felt 1 was meant 
to do something. My person¬ 
ality was never geared to a 
nine-to-five job. Before Bosnia. 
1 was disillusioned with life 
are we bom to die and turn to 
dust with no reason behind 
any of it? After Bosnia I felt I 
had given myself a reason. 1 
had been totally selfish," 

Yet she had also gone out to 
the Gulf Wan “But in the Gulf 
I didn’t save a life. All I did 
was help to get some people 
out of Baghdad by negotiating 
with Queen Noor.. ."How? “I 
rang the palace and sent her a 
handwritten fax. 

“A clairvoyant told me three 


years ago. you will make your 
mark on society if you follow 
your ideals’ and said 1 had a 
predestined gift to help people 
surrounded by death and de¬ 
struction. and I would be 
called a heroine." Amazing. 
Then a wonderfully-named 
astrologer, Viz Peterken of 
Waldron. East Sussex, pro¬ 
duced for £15 a forecast for this 
year giving dales when it 
would be risky to go out, 
which were the exact dates 
when she was surrounded by 
soldiers at gunpoint... 

But who could predict what 
Ms Becker might have done 
with her life? She left her 
various schools at 16 with art A 
level, went to live on a kibbutz 
in Israel, managed a nightclub 
in Tel Aviv. Then she came 
home to earn some money, but 
couldn’t find a job. “And 
someone offered me the way. 
To be a courier, carrying 
cannabis. I hadn’t even 
smoked the stuff." She was 
stopped at Gatwick with pack¬ 
ages in her boots and sen¬ 
tenced to six months. “It was 
stupid. I was just an idiotic 
young woman who always 
had a slight sense of 
adventure." 

After Holloway, she was 
sent to Cookham Wood, where 
Myra Hindiey soon after¬ 
wards arrived in the cell next 
door. They met just once; 
Hindley asked her to help her 
write her life story. Becker was 
not a model prisoner. There 
were fights followed by “with¬ 
drawal of association" — soli¬ 
tary confinement “I thought I 
was going mad; I was suicidal. 
Then one of the prison officers 
befriended me, told me 1 was 
attractive and intelligent and 
ought to see that it was not for 
ever. So I began to see it as a 


boarding school, and enjoy the 
camaraderie.' and started to 
paint again." 

Getting a job outside was 
even harder with a record. She 
painted, portraits mostly, and 
travelled; the Gulf. El Dora¬ 
do. Bosnia. 

Her father, who runs a 
finance business, had been 
discouraging: “Shouting 
around the house that 1 was 
mad, didn’t I know you cant 
get dismemberment insurance 
for Bosnia. But when he saw 
me on television with those 
children, ft touched him. HeTs 
a very unemotional man, and 
the first time he ever said he 
was proud of me was in front 
of the whole world on live 
satellite television." 


A t first. Operation An¬ 
gel seemed disaster- 
prone. Two hundred 
paramedics, nurses, 
firemen, police, two AA teams, 
British Road Services etc. had 
been recruited for the convoy. 
That they were prepared to 
follow a stranger like her 
across Europe into a strife- 
tom country is remarkable 
anyway. But on the other side 
of the Channel the problems 
began. 

“I had driven in conveys 
with other charities, and 
thought these professional 
adults would be fine, driving 
through France. Instead it was 
like a school outing. Whenever 
Duncan and 1 drove ahead to 
arrange tolls, disaster would 
strike. They all got lost Then 
when we arrived in Ancona we 
heard that our coach had 
crashed." Nobody was badly 
hurt but ten volunteers were 
flown home. 

In the end, the volunteers 
triumphed, ferrying the 


wounded of Bosnia by ambu¬ 
lance to Ancona with clock¬ 
work precision. A spiritual 
organisation called the Life 
Foundation had supplied 
enough sustaining food packs 
to feed all the volunteers and 
evacuees. They were also 
magnifiriently protected, says 
Ms Becker, by the “superb 
English ' gentlemen" of the 
Coldstream Guards — “brave, 
bright, calm, efficient incor¬ 
ruptible, their boots highly 
polished even when they 
spend all day in mud". 

Ms Becker’s talent is chutz¬ 
pah. One glance at the film 
footage of her confrontation 
with an obstructive Spanish 
UN soldier says all you need to 
know about her spirit. She 
would shove a wounded 
child’s face in front of a 
camera, to get across the 
urgent need for hospital beds. 
She can crash through bu¬ 
reaucracy. confront obdurate 


officials, establish a rapport 
with people on all sides — 
“They are all equally horrible. 
No side is better or worse than 
the others. Only the civilian 
victims are touching.” 


he gained the confi¬ 
dence of Dr Ivan 
Bagaric, the Croatian 


^ Baganc, the Croatian 
military medical chief, 
and had his written permis¬ 
sion to go across the front line 
and into fee pathetic remains 
of East Mostar hospital; she 
drove like a lunatic through no 
man’s land under flying bul¬ 
lets at dusk; “l have never been 
so terrified. Total panic" — 
only to find the UN blocking 
her way again. 

Now she has seen her name 
bracketed with those of Barba¬ 
ra Bush and Bianca Jagger — 
“international personalities!" 
she says. “But I’m just an 
ordinary person. What is im¬ 
portant is that people out there 


are reminded that there is a 
normal world outside, with 
ordinary people like me pre¬ 
pared to go out and spend time 
with them. Two hundred 
strangers left their homes and 
jobs and security in a safe 
world, to go out there. I think 
that gave a lot of hope to 
Bosnia this Christmas.” 

She needs money now for 
Operation Angel U in March, 
which will be airborne, possi¬ 
bly with M6derine sans 
Frontifrres but inevitably with 
co-operation from the 
UNHCR which has said some 
uncharitable things about the 
“unguided missile" Ms 
Becker. Bui the aid trade is 
always prone to internecine 
squabbling, and hostile to 
high-profile arrivistes. “I can’t 
depend on the UN — they let 
me put my life in danger and 
then refused to let me go in 
because they wanted to be seen 
doing the evacuation." Ms 


Becker says. “I suppose it 
would be a godsend to them if 
1 was shot I’m an irritant to 
them. They make me feel like 
David facing Goliath." 

Yet this week, with the latest 
evacuees safely in hospital 
peace broke out between her 
and the UN. On Tuesday. 
Newsnight had arranged a 
confrontation: Ms Becker vs 
Sytvana Foa. UN spokeswom¬ 
an. Peter Snow was expecting 
mutual sniping. But Ms Foa 
sang Ms Becker's praises — 
“We could not have done the 
medical evacuation without 
her ambulances, and she got 
the story back into the head¬ 
lines” — and both agreed they 
had done a splendid job 
together. 

Mr Snow seemed exasperat¬ 
ed: what was this non-adver- 
sarial. Martyn Lewis-style 
good will? The Angel of 
Mostar had plainly done her 
bit for the Christmas spirit. 


HOW TO LEAD 


SOMEONE ELSE’S 


It is not always better to give than to receive 


LIFE WHEN 


Full of Christmas fears 


I THINK we should say a special prayer 
for the recipients of misplaced Christ¬ 
mas kindnesses. This is the time of year 
when tittle old ladies, having managed 
to cross the crowded high street in twice 
the time it usually takes, are in greatest 
danger of being scooped up by some 
fool who will hustle them back to the 
side of the road they’ve just come from. 

I am just such a fool but I’m not 
alone. Me-first pagans, gripped with a 
seasonal urge to let their light so shine 
before men that their good works may 
be seen, can be a menace to the poor and 
needy. Consider the business of 
Barnardo’s and my own silly self. In my 
village, there was a tradition of leaving 
around the church Christmas tree a 
heap of presents, carefully wrapped and 
labelled “Boy aged 9-12” or “Girl aged 6- 
8". Every year, these were dispatched to 
the local Bamardo’s. This little gesture 
was, of course, subject to Norman's Law 
of Voluntarism: charitable efforts are 
dogged by difficulties and tact-traps m 
inverse proportion to the good they may 
do — the smaller, the fraughter. 

Every vear my mother, who was ui 
charge of this venture, would raid tne 
housekeeping to stock up on presents in 
case the village didn't cough up. sne 
would creep into the church the night 
before the presents were to be delivered 
and try. in the dark, to identity the 
handwriting of those whom she knew 
from experience thought compk^ted 
model aircraft kits just 
physically handicapped child. The un¬ 
suitable eifts would be unwrapped and 
then, to avoid offence, shewould re-use 
the paper to wrap something more 
appropriate from her swag bag. 

w£n my mother died, a kindly 


widow took over the job. although I 
assumed the responsibility for the swag 
bag to make up the numbers. 

The whole dotty business went on for 
some years until Barnardo’s took on a 
new principal, who was bold and 
sensible enough to inform us that the 
children’s friends and relations provid¬ 
ed them with quite enough presents, 
thank you, and a donation for new 



plate, another neighbour informed her 
that the elderly couple had gone to 
Spain for the holiday. 

It was even worse with the harvest 
baskets, another well-intentioned tradi¬ 
tion involving children, baskets mod¬ 
elled on the one Red Riding Hood took 
to her grandmother, and a list of old 
people living alone. This year nobody 
had thought to review the fist and a lot 
of tittle Red Riding Hoods took baskets 
to grandmothers who had, so to speak, 
already been carried off by the wolf. 


YOU’VE GONE. 


MARGOT NORMAN 


equipment would be much more grate¬ 
fully received. We then discovered how 
much the staff had dreaded those 
Christinas deliveries. Apparently they 
had © unwrap every darned present to 
check its suitability for themselves. 


IS THIS what St Paul meant by “spots 
in your feasts of charity"? Others that 
come to mind indude the redundant 
turkey and harvest baskets. In the first 
case, a friend of a friend presented 
herself, as had become her custom on 
Christmas morning, outside the house 
of elderly neighbours, bearing a steam¬ 
ing tray of turkey with all the trim¬ 
mings. After she’d been standing for a 
while in front of the unanswered door 
feeling ... well... tike the bird on the 


THINK of all those children who are, at 
this moment being moulded into the 
next generation of spreaders of the good 
will that boomerangs. All those little 
homilies around the Christmas tree 
about how much better it is to give than 
to receive. It takes a real old pro like 
Mother Teresa to disentangle the 
muddles. 

Wishing to give her something useful 
but less vulgar than money, the boss of 
a big Indian biscuit company once 
rallied his troops to buy her a minibus 
in which he quaintly imagined her 
taking the destitute and dying of 
Calcutta on outings. At the presenta¬ 
tion, Mother Teresa smiled her sweetest 
smile and said: “Oh, how thoughtful of 
you to provide the means to bring us all 
your broken and misshapen biscuits, 
the ones you can’t sell. And a driver too! 
What a dever way to pul an end to the 
waste at your factory, and to feed my 
poor people at the same time" 

Mother Teresa winked at him when 
nobody was looking and whispered: 
“Charity comes cheaper when you ask 
people what they want first 1 would 
only have asked for the biscuits." 



Do you believe in life after death? 

Simply name The Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association as a beneficiary in your will and your 
money can come back as a guide dog. Helping a 
blind person lead a more independent life. 

It takes £2,000 to support a guide dog’s' 
training. Though obviously any sum is welcome. 

As a charity, anything left to us is tax-free. 
So every last penny does some good. 

Blind people have to leave a lot to their guide 
dogs. Leave a little. Please. ■ 

GUIDE DOGS. THE EYES OF THE BLIND.m 


I*D t-rgE TO HELP GUIDE DOGS. 


□ Enclosed m> donation for 


I~~l Please charge my Acccsv'Visa Card No: 


□ Please send details O Please send 

nf making a more information 

Covenant/!, eg jcy a hour your work, 

in vour favour. Exgtrvdm- 


.Postcode. 


. Signature. 


THE GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BUND ASSOCIATION. HILLFIELDS, BURGHF1 ELD, READING, BERKS RG7 3YG. TEL: 0734 835555. I ! 
" ' ' _ ' _ " ~ " ^" l " * — ~~~ ^ ^ ~ ^ I J 
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Philip Howard 



■ Dickens still has much 
to teach us about generosity 
of spirit 


I t was a supermarket) turkey. He could 
never have stood upon his legs, that bird. 
They were frozen solid and would have 
snapped like idcles. He needed 36 hours to 
defrost, and his gibbtets, stuffed up his 
posterior orifice in a plastic bag. came to 
light only when the bag started to leak pink 
gunge after three hours of roasting. 

The bell no longer strikes 12 in modern 
flats, and we are stingy with the electricity 
rather than the coal. But the BBC time signal 
from the digital dock radio serves to tell us 
that it is time to get our heads down if we are 
not to see spectres tomorrow. “Bah. hum¬ 
bug!” still says Scrooge. And “God bless us 
every one," still squeaks Tiny Tim. It is 150 
years since Dickens wrote the story that so 
influences our notion of Christmas. 

.4 Christmas Carol is terribly sentimental 
In TinyTim. it parades one of the most clpy- 
ing of Dickens's doomed children, shade of 
his crippled brother, tiny Fred- Sanctimo¬ 
nious spirits rattling chains would upset the 
Bishop of Durham. The tale is obsessed with 
money and the terror of going broke, of not 
being rich and happy, of being thrust out in 
the cold of the Victorian underclass, it was 
Dickens's favourite party piece for his 
readings, and he performed it with an over- 
the-top mixture of religious mysticism and 
popular superstition. Its strong populist 
brew of avarice and selfishness, sentimental¬ 
ity and benevolence, have made it the most 
popular of Dickens's works. There have been 
more than 225 adaptations for stage, screen 
and radio, and 50 different editions are in 
print in the United Kingdom. 

This was the story that obsessed Dickens, 
with memories of his own precarious child¬ 
hood. It expressed his strongest emotions: 
sympathy for losers and underdogs, spectral 
doom arid gloom, fireside jollify of families, 
and that persistent terror of being left out in 
the cold. Dickens said he felt as if Tmy Tun 
and Bob Cratchit were always tugging at his 
sleeve while he was writing it, impatient for 
him to get back to his desk and continue the 
story of their lives. And he wrote self- 
importantly about this story to Cornelius 
Felton: “Charles Dickens wept and laughed 
and wept again, and excited himself in a 
most extraordinary manner in the composi¬ 
tion; and thinking whereof he walked about 
the Mad; streets of London, fifteen and 
twenty miles many a night when all the 
sober folk had gone to 


M any of his streets are still there. 
But Dickens would have been 
astonished by the bright lights aD 
night 150 years later. He might well have 
thought that the Mr Blobbies and other 
modem characters for children were a sad 
falling off from Ali Baba and Robinson 
Crusoe, which Scrooge remembered escap¬ 
ing into as a lonely boy, reflecting Dickens’s 
own childhood. He would have recognised 
and wept for the young sleeping rough in 
doorways, and would have been depressed 
that there are still plans to bang up ten-year- 
old “bad" children in Dotheboys Hall 
revived. His exposure of the notorious 
Yorkshire schools for unwanted children did 
much to end such institutions. He would 
have raged at those who want to starve 
future single mothers into celibacy, or make 
scapegoats of social security scroungers. 

The Ghost of Christmas Present still, alas, 
produces from his robes two abject children, 
a boy called Ignorance and a girl called 
Want “Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, 
wolfish: but prostrate too. in their humility. 
Where graceful youth should have filial 
their features out and touched them all with 
its freshest tints, a stale and shrivelled hand, 
like that of age. had pinched, and twisted 
them, and pulled them into shreds." 

Dickens was an extraordinary mixture of 
the virtues and vices of his characters: 
secretly amazingly generous, Scrooge-like to 
his wife, father and family, always terrified 
of failure, poverty and the dark. A Christmas 
Carol really is sentimental and melodramat¬ 
ic. But even as bone-dry a critic as 
Thackeray, reviewing it a century and a half 
ago, after a few objections, wrote: “Who can 
listen to objections regarding such a book?" 
We shall always need the generous Dickensi¬ 
an spirit of Christmas, and practical sympa¬ 
thy for underdogs. As his old story says: “1 
will honour Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all year." 



PA RE LAMENT 

OF 

SOUTH AFRICA 
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Yesterdays and tomorrow 


M any, many Christmases 
ago. when I was a carefree 
youth, not the grave, 
statesmanlike figure you 
know today. I did a deed of wickedness 
that I blush to recall; nor is my sin the 
lighter for the fact that I had an 
accomplice: my girlfriend. Perhaps it is 
time for me to own up, reveal the depths 
of depravity to which I could have sunk 
in those days, and ask for a suitable 
penance. 

I think we had been dining out, and 
walking home we stopped before a shop 
window (this was late at night, you 
understand), which was most tastefully 
dressed for Christmas. There were 
towers of greetings cards, ribbons from 
which trinkets hung, piles of books 
arranged in drcular-stairtase shapes, 
knick-knacks of all kinds, and of course 
lots of coloured lights to brighten up the 
picture. We stood admiring the array, 
when we realised that we were not quite 
alone a handsome cat. obviously the 
shop’s resident mascot, had spotted us 
from the back of the premises and 
entered the window and its arrange¬ 
ments; he must have woken up only a 
moment earlier, and was still stretching 
from sleep. I should say that he was lean 
and lithe, and I have always wondered 
whether what followed would have 
taken place if he had been the plump 
and sleepy kind. 

1 looked at my friend, and we both 
looked at the cat; we looked at each 
other again, and yet again looked at 
the cat. 

Now / say that what happened next 
was not my idea; indeed, I have a very 
dear memory of saying The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree and I did ear. Be 
that as it may, my companion had an 
umbrella; silently, she handed it over to 
me, and silently I took h. I looked 
around: there was no one in the street. I 
rapped on the window with the head of 
the umbrella. The cat looked up; he had 
finished his toilette, and was plainly 
looking for fun. Fun he got. 

I traced a drde on the window; he 
followed it lithely. I swirled the cirde 
into a figure-of-eight, and simultaneous¬ 
ly banged harder on the glass; our friend 
leapt at the shape, and the first tower 
of cards went down. At the clatter, he 
whirled round; well, you know what a 
cat can do by whirling. Another tower of 
cards, a bigger one. and our furry friend 
was joining in with a will. Without 
instruction now. he leaped at the next 
tower pile, and hit the ribbon; down 


From the highest to the lowest and from 
snowy slopes to broiling beaches. 


listed, and listed high too) and of any 
ich he 


. Christmas is a festival of friendship 


came the trinkets. He got them twisted 
round himself, and to struggle free he hit 
the pile of books: beside himself with joy. 
he hit the other pile. Down it came, 
bringing with it much of the rest of the 
display. 

Then I had a moment's fright (the 
woman who gave me of the tree had for 
some time been trying to look as though 
she had never set on eyes on me), 
because I realised that sooner or later 
puss would bring down the fairy lights, 
smash a few, and electrocute himself. 
Ah, no; this was a wise cat and — I dare 
say he winked — he brought down the 
lights all right, but disdainfully stepped 
over anything that 
might incommode him 
in the way of electric¬ 
ity- He inspected the 
ruins, and saw that 
they were complete: 
with something of a 
shrug, he left the win¬ 
dow and sauntered 
back into the shop. 

There was still no one 



Levin 


wanted comfort on holiday, but we 
never went to the Palace; instead, we 
went to the other great hotel — the one 
that catered for the rich and famous who 
wanted no fuss and no photographs, 
and was cunningly placed half a mile 
outside the town. It was called Suvretta 
House, and I hope it flourishes stfll; 
I certainly recall the beautiful but 
simple bedrooms, and I thought, and 
think still, that that is exactly what a 
hotel should be. 

I am no lover of winter sports; I 
once tried skiing when I was young, and 
found it somewhat exhilarating but 
much more alarming, and as for curling 
______ it was certainty more 

boring than croquet, 
and very much more 
than bowls. (Mind 
you, though I think 
bowls boring. 1 bet you 
dont know that there 
is in Britain an annual 
tournament — there 
might be many, for all 
I know — for blind 


but us in the street but we made all 
haste to get away. 

That assuredly, was my wickedest 
Christmas. But if you call it my lowest I 
can match it with my highest 

I have written more than once about 
Sidney Bernstein and his family; the last 
time I did so was, alas, my threnody for 
his life, which had just closed. (Sandra, 
his wife, had preceded him, though she 
was very many years his junior.) The 
generosity with which he treated his 
friends was as quiet as it was full; there 
were no flamboyant gestures (he was a 
flamboyant man, but a man of very 
considerable dignity) and he had unerr¬ 
ing taste. For many Christmases the 
family went high up to the Swiss snows, 
to St Moritz, taking me with them, and 
thereby hangs a Dale. 

St Moritz is, of course, full of hotels, 
many of them splendid, and the most 
splendid was (I dare say still is) the 
Palace; that, anyway, was the one to 
which the very rich and famous, 
wanting comfort, went, many arriving 
there every year from America. Well. 
Sidney was very rich and famous, and 


bowls players. How is it done? Sighted 
helpers call the shots, as it were, say¬ 
ing "a yard to the right" or “not too 
hard, now”, and away they go. another 
testament to the uncrushable human 
spirit. I wouldn’t call that boring. I 
must say.) 


A! 


nyway, I had many a marvel¬ 
lous Christmas at St Moritz; 
I would sit in the Christmas 
.sun — which very frequently 
blazed down so powerfully that I could 
take off not only my jacket, but my 
shirt as well: after a time, ft didn’t 
seem peculiar to be lolling half naked 
in a deck-chair with my boots resting 
on the snow. Then Sidney built a house 
in Barbados. 

Anyone who knew Sidney knew also 
that he was the most complete and 
intense architect manque there has ever 
been. If his feet, when he was young, had 
not been turned towards the cinema, he 
would indeed have been an architect, 
and 1 believe a great one. He supervised, 
down to the tiniest item, the building of 
Granada cinemas (one of them was 


building with which he had to do; I shall 
never forget going round the brand new 
Manchester television studios with him 
and pointing out that on one of the 
signposts — naturally done with great 
artistry and fine lettering — there was a 
misprint- I thought he would burst, 
particularly because 1 was practically 
hysterical with laughter. 

But the house in Barbados was the 
nearest thing to Paradise that sinners 
like me will get and the wonderfully 
warm Christmases contrasted almost 
unbelievably with the ones we had had 
at St Moritz. People say that Christ¬ 
mas can't really be Christinas when 
the temperature is eighty in the 
shade; phooey. First of all. such an 
attitude knocks out Christmas for some¬ 
thing like half the world; more to the 
point, wherever you stand on the 
Christian message, from full acceptance 
on one side to the National Secular 
Society and the Bishop of Durham on 
the other (I suppose I am some two- 
thirds or three-quarters over on the 
former side), it is almost impossible to 
think of Christinas as any ordinary day, 
and the reason is obvious: it isn’t 
an ordinary day, and everybody feels — 
in different ways, no doubt — its un¬ 
ordinariness. Consider the very act of 
giving presents: though the giver and 
receiver alike may have no conscious 
thought other than thanks, somewhere 
in them is a resonating image, of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

Well, in Barbados, as the lovely sea 
splashed gently on the sand, not a dozen 
yards from the open side of the house. 
Christmas was celebrated not in any 
religious context, but certainly treated, 
however subconsciously, as a day apart 
Not that that stopped me, or any visitor, 
enjoying the delightful oddness of 
Christmas pudding in the sun. 

Bachelors, l have always found, are 
very welcome at Christmas; f have spent 
many such, including many Christ¬ 
mases in the home where the lady of the 
house is, quite literally, my first true 
friend, and still the dearest She and her 
family invited me for this Christmas, 
too. but for reasons that are no business 
of my readers l declined, promising — 
and 1 shall keep the promise — to join 
them at Christmas next year. 

Meanwhile, tomorrow is Christmas 
Day. and I shall be woken by the some of 
the most beautiful, powerful, meaning¬ 
ful and glorious bells ever cast To all 
my readers: a very merry Christmas, 
and a happy New Year. 
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Janet Bush puts 


the economic 


case for nurseries 


J ohn Major entirety missed the point 
when he said universal nursery 
education must remain only an 
ambition for now because the Govern- 
ment lacks the resources to make it a * 
reality. Any cost-benefit analysis of 
daycare and education for under-fives 
shows that the public finances and the 

economy come out winners. 

Britain is a society where it is normal, 
and economically necessary in many 
cases for both parents to work. It is also 
a society which has increasingly sunk 
into self-loathing as juvenile crime fig¬ 
ures soar and youngsters leave school 
incapable of competing in a modem lab¬ 
our market The provision of nursery 
education offers compelling benefits for 
both parents and children, and would 
undoubtedly play a part in strengthen¬ 
ing the sinews of an industrial economy 
which depends heavily on good quality 
human capital. m 

Last year, a study for the National • 
Children’s Bureau argued that a high 
proportion of non-working mothers 
would work, train or study-if good 
childcare arrangements (and jobs) were 
available. If they were, the employment 
rate of women with a child under five 
would increase from 40 per cent to 65 per 
cent, representing a considerable boost 
both to household income, the economy 
and the Government’s tax revenues. 

With single mothers being enabled to 
work, the equation would be even more 
favourable for the government which 
would see not only a stream of tax and 
National Insurance contributions, but 
savings on a clutch of benefit payments. 

But the economic case for nursery 
education is not principally about how 
many more parents would be able to 
work. There is plenty of evidence to sug¬ 
gest that under-fives who attend good# 
nursery classes are given a head-start 
which benefits than right into adult¬ 
hood. Last month, the National 
Commission an Education riled an 
American programme called the 
High/Scope Berry Pre-school Project. 

This took 123 children from disadvan¬ 
taged African-American families who 
were in a “high quality, active learning 
pre-school programme" and followed 
their lives up to the age of 27, and 
compared them with a control group of 
children who had stayed at home. 

The results were striking. Hie 
High/Soope children performed better 
during their school years, and as adults 
were found more likely to have fobs, own 
homes and be well paid, and less likely 
to have received help from serial serv¬ 
ices or been involved with crime. Calcu¬ 
lations showed that for every dollar 
invested in these children, more than 
seven dollars was returned to the tax¬ 
payer through savings on the costs of 
juvenile delinquency, remedial educa¬ 
tion and benefits. 

After a decade in which the market 
was left to sort out the economy and soci¬ 
ety, the Government seems to be inching 
towards the revelation that the laisser- 
faire approach has brought not savings 
but enormous costs, and that it is the 
proper duty of government to invest in 
and nurture human capital and so un¬ 
leash new power into the economy. ^ 
Basing its estimate on official figures. * 
the Daycare Trust believes that univer¬ 
sal nursery education would cost around 
£450 million a year, only 1.4 per cent of 
tile total education budget. Even in the 
short run, that would be dwarfed by the 
tax revenues and benefits savings of par¬ 
ents being released to work. In the long 
run. the Government would be helping 
nurture better educated and more 
socially amenable future generations. 

Once the economic argument is 
grasped, the challenge is to design a 
nursery education system which serves 
both parents and children: one that 
provides real teaching and flexible - 
enough hours to release parents to work ^ 
in full-time jobs. It would be an 
opportunity missed if Britain opted for a 
cheap compromise offering children not 
a Jj™ stage of education'but glorified 
childcare, and parents only the prospect 
of badly-paid part-time jobs. 


I OKI) ( 


• : • .‘V-f 


\ s' 


-1 


lj /.; i>._ 

<Wi * 


A way with words 


WITH sex and scandal once 
again rocking the White 
House, the seriously prurient 
will be hoping to find a copy of 
Britain's left-of-centre maga¬ 
zine New Century in their 
Christmas stockings. After all. 
the second issue promises to 
tell all about Bill Clinton's 
way with women. 

It makes an impressive 
start. But then any article that 
begins "Bill Clinton won the 

votes of women using the 
languages and images of 
Main Street, America and the 
kitchen table" tends to grab 
the attention. 

According to author Linda 
Tarr-Whelan, an adviser to 
Democratic candidates. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's strategy has 
been bang on. “Women", she 
writes, “see *being in touch' as 
an essential step before... 
formulating policies." If the 
Arkansas allegations are to be 
believed. Clinton has been 
nothing if not in touch. 

Tarr-Whelan keeps the racy 
pace going right to the final 
paragraph, when she reveals 
what keeps “both American 
and British women up all 
night". Disappointingly, it's 


something to do with making 

ends meet 

Despite an abundance of 
unintentional double enten¬ 
dres. the article is in fact a 
serious analysis of how Clin¬ 
ton wooed women voters dur¬ 
ing the election, and looks at 
haw John Smith, the Labour 
leader, might emulate the 
tactics in Britain. Carefully, 
one presumes. 

John Underwood, the edi¬ 
tor. admits it is not the first 
time the magazine has been 
overtaken by events. The first 
issue focused on Boris Yeltsin 
just as he ran into a spot of 


bother with some of his parlia¬ 
mentary colleagues. But Un¬ 
derwood denies that New 
Century has inherited the 
curse of Hello! “You could 
read the Clinton article either 
way. It is either supremely 
relevant or incredibly poign¬ 
ant" And just a little bit 
disappointing? 



DIARY 


• Might Peter Utleys enthu¬ 
siasm for the Child Support 
Agency be getting a little out 
of hand? The Social Security 
Secretary has startled ac¬ 
quaintances with his choice of 
Christmas card: a reproduc¬ 
tion of Carlo Dolci's Madon¬ 
na and child. Now. Gad. 
about those maintenance 
payments ... 



Sequel II 
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IF 1993 has been the year of 
the literary sequel — to Rebec¬ 
ca. Wind in the Willows and 
Pride and Prejudice to name 
but three — 1994 is fast shap¬ 
ing up to be the year of the se¬ 
quel's sequel. 

Such has been the success 
of PcmbeWey. Emma Ten¬ 
ant's sequel to Bride and Pre¬ 
judice. that Hodder & Stough¬ 
ton have commissioned 
Tennant to write a follow-up. 
Pride and Prejudice III looms. 


Pemberley took up the story 
of Elizabeth Benner and Mr 
Darcy a year after their mar¬ 
riage. Tennant admits what 
many reviewers said: that the 
story felt incomplete. “A lot 
of people kept saying, *T 
want to know what happens 
next’. But it never crossed my 
mind to keep it open deliber- 
atety so that 1 could write a 
sequel." Pemberley Heirs be¬ 
gins. then, 17 years into the 
marriage. 

So has Tennant set a trend? 
Susan Hill, who wrote Mrs 
de Winter, the sequel to to 
Daphne du Marnier's Rebec¬ 
ca. thinks not. She says she 
will “certainty not" be follow¬ 
ing up her book. “There will 
beno sequel ro Mrs de Winter. 
Thank you." 


machinations of The Book¬ 
seller list of Christmas best¬ 
sellers. where Andy McNab’s 
Bravo Two Zero has made a 
last-minute assault on the top 
spot, relegating Thatcher The 
Downing Street Years to sec¬ 
ond place in the process, and 
Terry Waite to third. Who 
dares does win, it seems. 


But Wyman has now snap¬ 
ped up another 115 acres of 
land, a part lot from the sale of 
the adjoining farm. Ir is, how¬ 
ever, unclear quite why, for ac¬ 
cording to auctioneer Simon 
Pott of William H. Brown, 
Wyman is expected to rent the 
land to a local fanner. Evi¬ 
dently. Wyman prefers sticky 
fingers to muddy ones. 


BRIDGE 


Cheers 


None unturned 


AS BEFITS a retired rock star. 
Bill Wyman, former bass play¬ 
er with die Rolling Stones, is 
expanding his country estate. 

z the 


• Baroness Thatcher toppled 
by the SAS? No. not an early 
Christmas present for the 
Prime Minister , but the latest 


When not checking die beef¬ 
burgers at his Kensington res¬ 
taurant Sticky Fingers. Wy¬ 
man lives in Gedding Hail, an 
imposing 15th-century moated 
mansion in Suffolk. Until 
this week, however, the house, 
which has all ihe I5th-<x:ntury 
trimmings — leaded windows, 
exposed limbers — was set in a 
paltry 30 acres. 


HEADACHES all round in 
war zones this Christmas, 
courtesy of Warre’s, the port 
malar. Not only has the com¬ 
pany donated a pipe (56 cases) 
of its Warrior brand port to 
the British forces 
in Yugoslavia, but a few cases 
have now been dispatched to 
the Grenadier Guards in 
South Armagh. 

According ro Wane's UK 
director. Tun Stantay-CIarke. 
the company can afford it be¬ 
cause of buoyant port sales: 
“Unlike brandy, port is on the 
up. It's not just drunk by aid 
colonels." He says the gift has 
been greeted with such enthu¬ 
siasm that it is likely to be ex¬ 
tended to more of our brave 
lads next year. “Everywhere, 
that is, apart from Belize. 1 
cant see port working so well 
in the tropics." 
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THE WORD MADE FLESH 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us {John 1:14) 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 071-782 5000 



For the author of the fourth Gospel the good 
news of the coming of Christ is expressed not 
by a chdd born at Bethlehem, not by a 
max«hift cradle m an outhouse, but in the 
powerful mysterious language of the Word 
of God becoming flesh. The Word — in 
Greek the divine Logos ~ is God's ex¬ 
pression of Himself, in the Old Testament 
God’s wui and purpose are made known by 
Hjs word which comes to the prophets and 
which they declare to God's people. In 
Hebrew scriptures the wisdom of God is 
seen as God’S agent in creation, and in 
Greek thought, the Logos holds the world 
together as an integrated system, and is its 
meaning, order and purpose. Hebrew and 
Greek thought come together in the Word, 
winch, the Sr John's Gospel proclaims, was 
“with God and was God". 

The coming of Jesus is new creation. This 

is the fundamental meaning of the virginal 
conception of Jesus in the gospels of St 
Matthew and St Luke. It is expressed in 
another way in the opening of St John's 
Gospel with the words “In the beginning", 
echoing the opening words of the creation 
story in the first: chapter of Genesis. The God 
who is the origin of all things acts in a new 
way to redeem creation by an act of new 
creation. The Word, God’s own communica¬ 
tion and expression of “His being, becomes 
flesh. “Becoming flesh", incarnation, is the 
shocking centre of Christian faith, which 
dares to claim that in the fragility and 
contingency of a single human life the 
Creator knew his creation from the inside. 
“He dwelt among us.” 

“The Almighty goodness", wrote Cole¬ 
ridge, “does not dwell in generalities, or 
abide in abstractions.” In the particularity of 
a human life, at a particular time and at a 
particular place, a meaning is given which 
illuminates all times and ail places. It is the 
role of Pontius Pilate, a not very notable 
Roman governor of Palestine, to anchor this 
intersection of the timeless with time. The 
chapters in the story of Christ do not begin 
with a general “once upon a time" but with 
moments in history. God gives Himself not 
to some other world, but to this world. In 
incarnation, “enfleshing”, God comes down 
to earth from heaven; He comes over to our 
side. That identification is with a world 
which is both His creation, and is yet 
estranged from Him. It is a fallen world, a 
world of darkness and sin. God comes into 
the muck and mire. Part of the carnality of 
the incarnation is that God comes into the 
carnage. Matthew'S nativity story is not only 
about wise men following a star, but about 
Herod’s butchery of children, the massacre 
of the innocents. 

God comes down to where we are. To the 
world which is Bosnia and bombs, to a 


world of tyranny both political and domes¬ 
tic, to die world of imprisoning addiction, to 
the human darkness of depression, loneli¬ 
ness and bereavement, to the hell which is 
love distorted into hatred, to the prison 
houses large and small of poverty, injustice 
and abuse. As St Paul put it in his letter to 
the Christians of Philippi. Christ who was 
“in the form of God emptied Himself, and 
took upon Himself the form of a servant and 
was made in human likeness". 

God does not hold back. He readies out in 
love, thirsts for us in love, drains Himself 
that He may be where we His creatures are, 
and that we may be gathered into the heart 
of His love for which we were made. “By this 
day's emptiness,” wrote Mark Frank in the 
17th century, “we all were filled." The very 
self-emptying of God is the fullness of His 
being as love, a love which judges the sin of 
the world and our complicity in it and yet at 
the same time touches us in forgiveness, 
and redemption, and healing, if we wild 
have it. “The tight shines in the dark¬ 
ness, and the darkness is not able to 
overwhelm it.” 

Lancelot Andrewes, in words which were 
to move T.S. Eliot, speaks in wonder and 
amazement in his Christmas sermons of the 
Word without a word; the eternal Word not 
able to speak a word. “There tieth He, the 
Lord of iloiy without afl glory. Instead ofa 
palace, a poor stable; of a cradle of state, a 
beast’s cratch; no pillow but a lock of hay; no 
hangings but dust and cobwebs; no atten¬ 
dants. but in the midst of animals.” 

The truth of Christianity, the truth of 
Christmas, does not depend on the historic¬ 
ity of wise men or stars or shepherds, though 
they may and do speak of its truth, but it 
does depend on incarnation, that God is love 
like this, not just as a metaphor or a way of 
speaking, but in reality. Sudi a stupendous 
affirmation necessarily stretches our lan¬ 
guage to the limits, and brings us to the 
adoration where words and even music fail. 

The God who empties Himself, the Word 
who becomes flesh, who takes our nature, is 
a God of grace indeed. The Christmas gospel 
dares to proclaim that this is the ultimate 
truth and reality. Christianity makes the 
stupendous claim that as the fullness of die 
love of God is shown in His self-emptying, 
so our human destiny is nothing less than to 
be sharers in His divine life. We are to 
“become by grace what Christ is by nature”. 
At Christmas the rush of the world stops for 
one moment, and we hold our breath, and 
catch a. glimpse of a Jove which “bears all 
things, endures all things and hopes all 
things” and invites us to risk our lives on its 
truth, the truth of the Word of God who 
became flesh and dwelt among us. the truth 
of the child of Bethlehem. 


LORD OF THE ARTS 

Lord Gowrie faces a daunting task 


Squalls ahead for 
an ageing Church 

Front Prebendary Rodney Schofield 

Sir, The weather forecast far the 
Church of England: a theological low 
(the loss of credibility), financial 
depression (foe Church Commission¬ 
ers). some local turbulence (the Arch¬ 
deacon of York vying with the Bishop 
of Durham) and expected gale dam¬ 
age (foe ordination of women). As a 
parish priest of 20 -plus years standing 
none of these, as it happens, alarms 
me unduly. The Church has freed 
many a rough passage in foe past and 
come through with renewed hope and 
vigour. 

But there is one longer-term diffi¬ 
culty which threatens what for me, 
and I suspect for many others, is the 
essential character of the Anglican 
Church in this country: its active 
presence in local communities, other¬ 
wise known as the parochial system. 

Because of foe increasing average 
age of ordinands, who will reach re¬ 
tirement so much earlier, there are 
likely to be about 1,500 fewer clergy 
(paid and unpaid) available for paro¬ 
chial duty in ten years’ time. This 
figure is of course an estimate, but it 
includes both men and women, and 
takes no account of any resignations 
for reason of conscience in 1994. 

The calculation runs tike this. A 
random sample of Crockford's sug¬ 
gests that about 26 per cent of clergy in 
England are now aged 55-59, with 
some 20 per cent aged 60 or over. 
Total numbers in service are 11,000 or 
less on diocesan pay rolls, with 1,000 
or more non-stipendiary ministers 
and 800-plus in chaplaincy work, add¬ 
ing up to 13,000. In ten years' time 
6.000 of these will have retired, bring 
replaced by no more than 4L500, at 
present rate of recruitment 
The effect will not be noticeable 
until the turn of the century, when the 
ordained strength of the Church of 
England will be about an eighth less, 
spriting a continual retreat from rural 
areas into the towns. Those who look 
to forms of lay ministry to compensate 
should not forget that the laity also are 
more numerous in suburbia. 

My own prayer is that young people 
will not always be wooed ty the siren 
voices of secular opportunity and ad¬ 
vancement but will sometimes re¬ 
spond at an earlier age to the eternal 
verities, and discover the rewarding 
challenge of Christian ministry. It is 
not a career, and I hope never will be. 
but an opportunity to live humanly 
and sometimes to help others a little 
nearer foeir own salvation. 

Yours faithfully, 

RODNEY SCHOFIELD 
(Director of Ordinands. 

Diocese of Bath & Wells). 

West Monkton Rectory, 

Taunton. Somerset 
December 22. 


Struggle to find solutions in Ulster 


What tidings of comfort and joy may the arts 
world draw from Lord Gowrie’s appoint¬ 
ment as chairman of the Arts Council? The 
most important point is the confirmation 
that there will continue to be an Arts Council 
at aiL After the self-inflicted wounds of the 
last few montits, one former aits minister 
has called for its abolition, and another for a 
“dear-out" of its membership. 

Now yet another former arts minister — 
one who famously resigned that job in 1985 
because it did not pay well enough — has 
agreed to tackle the most difficult challenge 
in the arts for no salary at all. His 
credentials, the Heritage Secretary, Peter 
Brooke, said yesterday, are “pellucid". By 
that, he probably means that Lord Gowrie 
has excellent contacts both in government 
and the arts. And catholic interests, too: he 
once said that his three best friends were 
Margaret Thatcher, Francis Bacon and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. But his predecessor. 
Lord Palumbo, also had good contacts and 
wide interests. That did not save him from 
the humiliations which led to his bitter 


comments this week about being let down by 
the “Philistines” in government No chair¬ 
man can singjtehandedly restore public trust 
in the council. Lord Gowrie is entitled to 
more support from the Heritage Depart¬ 
ment than Lord Palumbo received. But there 
are also tough tasks to be undertaken inside 
the council. Lord Gowrie must first establish 
an ethos of accountability. He should end 
the grandiose daydreaming that led to the 
orchestras debacle, and reassert more 
humble qualities of competence and fair¬ 
ness. He must also judge whether those cur¬ 
rently in senior positions at the council can 
respond adequately. 

Change they must The arts are a great 
British success story. Too often, however, 
this achievement has been overshadowed by 
“crisis" headlines caused by comparatively 
minor bureaucratic bunglings. Lord Gowrie 
must accentuate the positive, trumpet the 
intrinsic value of the arts loudly and often, 
and infuse his political masters with his own 
cultural fervour. His task is not easy; but it 
should be exhilarating. 


PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE 


Durham divined 

From Dr Sheridan Gilley 

Sir, Is it possible that the Bishop of 
Durham is a mythical figure, invent¬ 
ed by the media to fill news space and 
to remind good Christians at Christ¬ 
mas and Easter of what they ought to 
believe {letters, December 18.21,23J? 

After all, the main evidences for the 
bishop’s existence lie in these bi¬ 
annual visitations, in a calendar cycle 
of public ritual behaviour which is 
surely a proof of his legendary charac¬ 
ter. I. too, was once a believer, having 
thought that 1 had seen him; but foe 
imaginary bishop offers us a hint of 
the truth m his reminder that no such 
evidence need be compelling. 

There are other signs here of the 
fabulous. The mythical bishop is un¬ 
like any real historical one. The scrip¬ 
tures about him are full of in co¬ 
herencies and contradictions. And a 
Radio Cleveland announcer explained 
to mehis interest in foe “bishop" thus: 
“lrs Christinas, and nothing contro¬ 
versial is happening except in Bos¬ 
nia". (And, presumably. Northern Ire¬ 
land?) 

Is it not high time that the public's 
touching credulity about this consol¬ 
ing faith figure was dispelled? 

Yours faithfully, 

SHERIDAN GILLEY. 

University of Durham, 




The Twelve Days of Christmas start an 
Sunday, and lead up to Epiphany, the day 
on which the Three Kings brought their 
gifts. Down the centuries, that roy* 1 Pil¬ 
grimage has prolonged the feast through the 
new year. In the traditional song of the 
Twelve Days, secular love persists in 
prolonging celebration too. As i our _5’ wn 
contribution to the coming Twelve Days, 
The Times intends to follow the old song to 
its conclusion, noticing a few serious and 
not-so-serious points on the way. 

The presents sent by the song’s “true low 
are nothing if not eccentric. Who would need 
all those ill-assorted birds moultmg and 
squawking, the Lords^^S ; 
sprained ankles, maids bored of ^ 
bonnets with no cows to milk, and pipers 
and drummers making Noel Edmondss 
House Party seen as sane as a Socratic 
dialogue? No one, one might thuiK. 

But! before we become too «jpoior. who 
will need this year’s selection of Mr B!ob^ 
singles and aluminium CJinanias 

SAgaasgstfg 

Boutique. But the temptation to £l > un F^£ 
fill is very great. Has it always tenrn ^ 
essence of tiie festive season that one ex 


changes presents one would like to keep for 
presents, a climbing partridge, say, that one 
does not want? 

What the poor bird is doing up a pear tree 
is a puzzle. It marks the song as originally 
French. The native English partridge does 
not roost in trees. Hie Red Leg French 
partridge does; and it was not introduced 
into England until 1770, just before foe song 
arrived too. One interpretation is that the 
partridge is a symbol of the devil, who 
reveals to Herod that the Virgin Mary is 
hiding behind a sheaf of corn. Another notes 
the rural superstition that a girl who walks 
backwards three times around a pear tree on 
Christmas Eve will see foe image of her 
future husband. Hramm. 

The “Twelve Days of Christmas" was 
originally a forfeits game, in which each 
player had to recite the objects named by 
previous players, and then add one more. So 
by Twelfth Night one is supposed to have 12 
partridges in 12 pear trees. This may be too 

much of a good thing. Perdrix, toujours _____ 

perdrix. that was the French king Henn TV’s temporarily. Otherwise, on Saturday 
punishment for the confessor who suggested morning, he may find his gaiters 
that his monarch should confine himself to 
one mistress. A partridge once a fortnight is 
certainly enough; as for turtle doves, we will 
deal with them in our next issue. Com¬ 
pliments of the season. 


Abbey House, 

Palace Green. Durham. 

Frpm Mr Michael G. T. Stokes 

Sir, The Bishop of Durham’s views on 
Hell are old hat According to The 
Reminiscences of Sir Henry Hawkins. 
Baron Brampton, published in 1904, 
the House of Lords was said to have 
abolished Hell with costs; it had found 
against a vicar who had refused his 
churchwarden foe sacrament because 
he had lost his belief in the personality 
of the Devil. 

That was not the aid of foe matter. 
It was later established that the 
churchwarden had returned to the 
orthodox position and once again 
believed wholeheartedly in the per¬ 
sonality of the Devil — when he 
received his attorney's bQll 

Yours sincerely, 

MICHAEL G. T. STOKES. 

1 King's Bench Walk, Temple, EC4. 

From Mr G. V. B. Crosswell 

Sir, The Bishop of Durham might be 
well advised to suspend his disbelief 


: an orange and a Mars Bar. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOE CROSSWELL 

The Trojans Club, Stoneham Lane, 

Southampton, Hampshire-, 


From the Reverend Martin Smyth. 
MP for Belfast South (Ulster 
Unionist) 

Sir, We have beard a good deal from 
Dublin recently about a “reunited 
Ireland”, and the “reintegration of foe 
national territory”. But Ireland has 
never been united accept under the 
English crown, and it was the South 
which, by violent rebellion in 1916, 
brought about the disintegration of 
the United Kingdom. 

Is it not obvious that the means to 
reintegration rest solely in the hands 
of foe South: putting the past behind 
than and, in Mr Albert Reynolds’s 
words, sharing the grief and shame 
for that past? 

Mr Reynolds has spoken of a new 
era of understanding in which new 
relationships of trust may develop 
with the British. In the Downing 
Street declaration (text, December 16) 
he subscribed to foe building of 
structures which would “include in¬ 
stitutional recognition of the special 
links that exist between the peoples of 
Britain and Ireland". 

Let him now take the heroic first 
step to end the sad and damaging par¬ 
ti don of our two islands and to create 
a new Union to take its place in the 
Europe of foe 21st century. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. MARTIN SMYTH 
(Director of Information), 

Ulster Unionist Council, 

3 Glengafl Street. Belfast 
December 17. 

From Mr Colin J. Edwards 

Sir, Gerry Adams'S call for republican 
prisoners to be freed as part of a 
negotiated settlement (report, Decem¬ 
ber 21) is justified. 

Governmental negotiations have 
legitimised foe IRA. and with it those 
who have acted on its behalf. It would 
be a curious peace negotiation that 
kept the prisoners incarcerated after 
the war was over. 

Yours sincerely. 

COLIN J. EDWARDS. 

25 Warmerton Road, 

Blakedown, Worcestershire. 

December 21. 

From Sir Neil Pritchard 

Sir. No lasting amelioration of the 
situation in Northern Ir eland is 
available without a maximising of co¬ 


operation between foe British and 

Irish governments. 

In this context the joint declaration 
deserves recognition as in itself a for¬ 
ward-looking achievement on which a 
better future can be built 
The declaration's success or failure 
should therefore not be judged on any 
shorMerm or simplistic criterion such 
as whether the IRA abandons violence 
forthwith. Indeed if the IRA does not 
do so it will be aD the more important 
that the joint declaration should not 
be abandoned as having “failed” but 
should be doggedly pursued by both 
governments as the best way of en¬ 
suring that foe IRA is put under con¬ 
tinuing maximum pressure. 

Yours sincerely. 

N. PRITCHARD, 
little Garth. Daglingworfo, 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire. 
December 21. 

From Mr Frank Merron 

Sir. It is a fact that Northern Ireland is 
pan of the United Kingdom and it is 
aim a fact that a substantial majority 
of its population want it to remain so. 

The object of Sinn Fein, which it has 
sought to achieve by way of murder 
and mayhem carried out by its terror¬ 
ist arm. is to annex Northern Ireland 
to Eire in defiance of the wishes of its 
people. 

If Mr Major is to have talks with 
Sinn Fein this is what they will be 
talking about; not arty form of com¬ 
promise. nor some other objective; 
foere isn’t another one. 

When once a British Prime Min¬ 
ister negotiated with unregenerate 
murderers in the matter of an annex¬ 
ation he returned waving a “treaty" 
and crying “Peace” The outcome, you 
will recall, was less than peaceful. 

Yours faithfully. 

FRANK MERRON. 

19 Victoria Grove. 

Friem Park, North Finchley, NL2. 

From Mr Ivan Cole 

Sir, In South Africa, the white 
immigrants are handing back, after 
several centuries, the rule of their 
country to foe original inhabitants; 
why should not the Protestant im¬ 
migrants in Northern Ireland do just 
foe same? 

Yours faithfully. 

IVAN COLE. 

Inner Pynes, Upton Pyne, Devon. 


‘Racism’ in East End 

From Mr John Yeoweil 
Sir. The case of the disgraced liberal 
Democrat councillors of Tbwer Ham¬ 
lets proceeds apace (report. later 
editions, December 20). As a Tower 
Hamlets voter I have a personal 
interest When I wrote to Mr Ash¬ 
down expressing sympathy for and 
requesting understanding of his party 
workers in a difficult and sensitive 
area of East London I received a 
formal reply. But when I then asked to 
give evidence before foe internal 
enquiry that be bad set up, with a 
promise that I would be called. I 
simply waited and waited. 

The enquiry found that a number of 
councillors were guilty erf “pandering 
to racist sentiment”. 

Those of us who are not lawyers 
may find such a verdict disingenuous: 
racism itself is difficult to defme—it is 


truly in the eye of the beholder, how 
then can one be found guilty of “pan¬ 
dering” to such a nebulous offence? 

Mr Ashdown and his party’s top 
brass are dearly out of touch with the 
realities of life in the East End of 
London. In their ignorance they have 
been responsible for damaging foe 
political, and perhaps the personal, 
lives of apparently expendable party 
workers. 

Perhaps Mr Ashdown would now 
care to re-examine his own and his 
party's moral principles and then ask 
himself if it was commensurate with 
justice to order a secret enquiry whose 
desired verdict would be so widely 
publicised in advance. 

Yours etc, 

JOHNYEOWELL. 

10 Trinity Green, 

Mile End Road, El. 

December 20. 


Running the lotteiy 

From Mr Richard Branson 

Sir, Professor Tfeeling Smith Getter. 
December 20) expressed some con¬ 
cerns that a lottery owned by a 
charitable foundation would not have 
enough profit motive for the organ¬ 
isers. 

If our tad proves successful, we 
shall set up and run the National Lot- 
toy no differently than any of our 
other companies. We have appointed 
an excellent chief executive who has 
already masterminded and run a nat¬ 
ional lottery. He and his staff will be 
paid well, and properly mcentivised to 
make sure that Britain's National 
Lottery is the most profitable in foe 
world. 

The only difference erf our approach 
to that of the other contenders is that, 
instead of sending the profits to a con¬ 
sortium of huge public companies, 
our chief executive and his staff (and 
all those having a flutter) will know 
that 100 per cent of the profits are 
going to good causes. People like to be 
proud otthe company they work for. 
What better added incentive for our 
staff to perform? 

Kind regards. 

RICHARD BRANSON (Trustee, 

The UK Lottery Foundation), 

Virgin Management Ltd. 

120 Campden Hill Road. W8L 


Recycled greetings 

From Mr David F. Grayston 

Sir, Thirty-three years ago I entered 
into an “economy pact" with a school 
friend, then in Australia as a cadet on 
the ss City of Lancaster. We agreed to 
return each other's Christinas cards, 
to and fro. year after year. Each 
Christmas we were to add a few lines 
of news. I have, today, received my 
original “card with foe dags on” and 
he should have received, in Toronto, 
the “Waltzing Matilda" cartL 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID F. GRAYSTON, 

Rosier. Crown Lane. 

Tendring. Clacton-on-Sea. Essex. 
December 21. 


Mach dearer by post 

From Mr Norman Hart 

Sir. Sir Colin Tinner’s fetter (Decem¬ 
ber 13) raised a most interesting opp¬ 
ortunity for the Government to assist 
materially in foe development of our 
overseas trade. 

By reducing radically the postage 
on magazines sent overseas, publish¬ 
ers would be encouraged to.send more 
copies abroad, whereas at present it is 
not profitable to do so. 

Such publications, particularly 
trade and technical journals, carry 
anything up to 100 advertisements, 
each issue promoting British goods. 
With wefl over 2.000 titles, this can 
amount to at least 200,000 advertise¬ 
ments per week or per month. Not to 
mention the editorial support. 

Already there is valuable assistance 
- for overseas exhibitions, missions and 
market research. Here now is a way of 
aiding our international competitive¬ 
ness and doing so without conflicting 
with foe latest Gatt reguiations- 

Yours faithfully, 

NORMAN HART. 

Ravenor House, 

13 Culverden Park Road, 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
December 14 


Business letters, page 23 

Nameless friends 

From Dr Victor Purvis 

Sir, I have received ten Christinas 
cards from a “Mary* and a further six 
from a “Jack". I beg them to add their 
surnames next year. 

Yours faithfully, 

VICTOR PURVIS, 

Upper Town Fhrm, 

Cufton Hampden, 

Abingdon. Oxfordshire. 

December 18. 


Letters to foe editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
071-782 5046. 


Jules et Kevin: 
what’s in a nom? 

From Mr Hugo Skillington 

Sir, You- report and leading article, 
“Jules et Kevin" (December 20), on 
trends in foe choice of Christian 
names in France being influenced by 
English-language soap-operas, struck 
a chord with me. It was with some 
trepidation that 1 went to the town hall 
in St Tropezin October 1974 to register 
the birth of my elder son. Harry. 

At the time the population had 
recently been reminded that only 
names in foe book of common prayer 
were allowed, following attempts by 
foe designer Courrtges to call his 
daughter Claibuti — the name of a 
rather sickly fruit batter pudding. 

1 announced in what 1 hoped was a 
confident manner “Harry Charles 
Michael", expecting trouble with 
Harry, at which point 1 was ready to 
say that if it was good enough for eight 
kings of England, it could be regarded 
as such by foe mayor of StTropez. 

To my surprise, and 1 suppose to a 
certain extent, disappointment, foe 
lady wrote h down, correctly spelt, 
with no comment, and handed me 
Harry's birth certificate with some¬ 
thing most uncommon with French 
civil servants, high or low, a smile. 

Yours faffhJully. 

HUGO SKILLINGTON, 

10 Route Nationals 

83680 La Garde Freinet, France. 

December 21. 

From Mr Denis Edward Kevin 
Meehan 

Sir, When, many years ago, I chose 
Kevin as my confirmation name soap 
was merely an aid to cleanliness. 

Basildon man cannot be expected to 
know, still less an Arab immigrant to 
FVance,that Kevin was the name of a 
rather fierce Irish saint who repulsed 
amorous women by throwing them 
into beds of nettles, but I’d expect The 
Times to know that the name is Celtic 
in origin, not Anglo-Saxon. 

Yours faithfully. 

DENIS MEEHAN, 

238 Upper Richmond Road, 

Putney, SW15- 
December 20. 


Correcting the record 

From Dr Alan Bullock 

Sir, I have noticed what I take to be 
foe creeping presence of political 
correctness in the updated lyrics of 
Christmas pop songs. The hoary Win¬ 
ter Wonderland, always much in evi¬ 
dence on the airwaves at this time of 
year, contains the following quatrain: 
In fire meadow we will build a 

snowman. 

And pretend that he is Parson Brown; 
Hell say: “Are you married?” 

Well say: “No, man; 
But you can do die job when you’re 
in town!" 

In the version I currently hear play¬ 
ed foe last two lines have been re¬ 
placed by foe following: 

Well have lots of fun with 

Mr Snowman, ■ 
Much more than ail the other kids 
in town! 

This not only renders foe reference 
to Parson Brown totally meaningless, 
but, more seriously, suggests that foe 
exaltation of marriage is something 
unacceptable in die context of light 
music as would be, say. the glorifica¬ 
tion of violence or incitement to rape. 

Does whoever is responsible for the 
alteration really believe that foe orig¬ 
inal text is offensive to those whose 
sexual relationships are sacramental¬ 
ly challenged? 

Perhaps the next stage in foe game 
will be to exclude any reference to love 
on foe grounds that at any given mo¬ 
ment there are plenty of people 
around who are not experiencing it 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN BULLOCK. 

The University of Leeds. 

Department of Italian Language 
and Literature. 

Leeds LS29JT. 

December 23. 


Double entendre 

From Captain P. R. D. Kimm. 

RN (retd) 

Sir. A small carol singer in this family 
has exhorted foe rest of us to “Re¬ 
member Christ our Saviour was boro 
... to save us all from Santa's power*. 
Could there be a more apt comment 
on foe commerrialisation of Christ¬ 
mas? 

God rest you merry, gentlemen. 
PETER KIMM, 

69 New Brighton Road, 

Emsworth. Hampshire. 

December 22. 


Humbug! 

From Mr B. G. Hoare 

Sir, For several years my wife has 
worked as PA to foe company secre¬ 
tary of a wealthy firm. As a token of 
appreciation for her work through the 
year she has just received from him a 
refrigerator door magnet — made in 
Taiwan but very nicely wrapped in 
two-inch-square festive paper. 

Who says chartered accountants 
have no heart? 

Yours faithfully, 

BRIAN HOARE. 

The Bursary, 

Eton College, 

Windsor. Berkshire. 

December 22. 
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SOCIAL NEWS 


Memorial service 

Lady Somers 

A memorial service for Lady 

Somers was held an Wednesday at 
St Michael's. Church, Dulas. Her¬ 
eford- The Rev Arthur Moore 
officiated and read the lessons. 
Miss Joyce Lang gave an address. 

University news 

Bath 

The Chancellor. Sir Doiys 
Henderson, has conferred honor¬ 
ary degrees oo the following; 

Amelia Freedman, tanner Artistic 
Director of the Bath Festival Doctor 
of Music honoris causa. 

Ivor Powell, professional footballer, 
football manager and football coach. 
Master or Arts, honoris causa- 

School news 

St Albans High School for Girts 
Mrs Carol Daly go be Headmistress 
Cram September 1994 in succession to 
Miss Elizabeth Piggery- Mrs D aly is | 
at present Headmistress ol Forest | 
Girls’ School. i 


Institute of Marine 
Engineers 

’Hie following have been elected 
Fdlows of the institute and are 
entitled to use the designator? 
letters FIMarE: 

Mr A M Aii Hassan: Mr W T 0 
Ballandne; Mr A R Banks; Mr B 
Behnavac Mr R A Carpenter; Mr 
N E CheH Mr J G Clark; Mr J B 
Cofegrave; Mr B £ Data?; Mr W 
J Eairbrothen Cdr N A Haines, 
RN; Me J Hines; Mr N Hornsby. 
Mr i L Hutchinson; Mr J 
McGillivray, Mr K Madeod: Mr L 
H Michaels: Mr A E Molenaan Lt 
Cdr R J Morgan, RN: Mr A H 
Morton; Mr M J Newbury, Mr J G 
Richardson; Mr C R Smith; Mr J 
N Stanfield; Prof D Stapersma, 
Mr B J Thomas; Cdre R B Turner. 
RN. 


Appointment 

Tow Millson. at present Charge 
d’Affaires at Skopje, to be Ambas¬ 
sador to die former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 



Birthdays 


t; 


Queen SO via of Sweden blows out the candles on her 50th birthday caJke at the royal palace in Stockholm. King C 
XVI Gustaf bolds the cake while Prince Carl Philip, Crown Princess Victoria ana Princess Madeleine watch 


Princess Alice Duchess 
tcr and Princess Alexandra cele¬ 
brate their birthdays on Christmas 
Day. 

Christmas Eve: Mr A-T. Bad lie, 
diplomat. 61; Mrs Mair Barnes’ 
managing director, Wootwrths. 
49; Professor Anthony Clare, 
psychiatrist. 51; Sir Colin Cowdrey. 
cricketer, 61; Brigadier Dame Bar¬ 
bara Cozens, former director. 
Army Nursing Services, 87: 
liemenant-Colonel Sir Vivian 
Dunn. 85; Sir Gerald Elliot, former 
chairman, Christian Salvesen, 70: 
Sir Nicholas Fair bairn, QC, MP. 
60, Mr Jeremy Hindley. racehorse 

trainer, 50; Dame Joan KeHeher, 
fanner director. WRAC, 7S; Sir 
Ivan Lawrence. QC MP. 57: Miss 
Suzy Menkes, fashion journalist. 
50; Sir Nod Moynihan. former 
chairman. Save the Children 
Fund 77; MissThea Porter, fash¬ 
ion designer. 66; Mr J.D. Taylor. 
MP, 56: Viscount Thurso. 71: Miss 
Carol Vorderman, broadcaster. 33: 
Mr Philip Ziegler, author, 64. 
Christmas Day: Lord Annan. 77; 
Mr James Bolger. racehorse 
trainer, 52; Miss SJ. Browne, 
former principal. Newnham Coll¬ 
ege, Cambridge. 69; Mr Cab 
Calloway, bandleader, 86; Dr 
Kenneth Caiman, chief medical 
officer. HM Government. 52; Mr 
Kenny Everett, broadcaster, 49; 
Professor Christopher Frayting, 


cult ural historian. 47: lord Grade. 
S7- the Righi Rev No3 Jones, 
toho^of r and MnftAr 
Nick Lairnour, diplomat, 77. Miss 
Annie Lennox, singer. 39: Sir Pieter 
Matthews, former chiefamstabie. 
Surrey. 76; Mr Ismail Merchant, 
film producer, 57: Professor 
phvffida Pars foe. professor erf so¬ 
da! work. 63: Sir Allen Sheppard, 
chairman and chief ®«cuiive. 
Grand Metropolitan. 61; Mr Ntgd 
Starmer-smith. sports com- 
mentator, 49; Sir Noel Stockdale. 
life president Asda Group. 73; Sir 
Christopher Wares, chief e«*> 
utive. Wales Building Group. 54. 
Boxing Day: Professor D.H. Bar¬ 
low. obstetrician and gynaecolo¬ 
gist, 44; Captain George W. 
Burnet Lord Lieutenant of Midlo¬ 
thian. 66: Professor CM.. Camp¬ 
bell, vice-chancellor, Nottingham 

University. 49: Mr Panic Dickin¬ 
son. poet and playwright 79: Mr 
AJastair Dimriett. former chair¬ 
man, Thomson Scottish Petro- 
teum. 85; Baroness Fhithiull. 83; 
9ir Christopher Hewetson, solia- 
tor. 64; Mr Rohan Kanhai, crick¬ 
eter. 58; Mr Eric Kinder, 
chairman. Smith and Nephew. 66c 
Professor Thea King, clari nettist, 
68: Miss Jane Lapotaire, actress, 
49; Mr David Percy, chairman. 
John Waddington. 56; Mr Denis 
Qufliey. actor, 66; Miss Anna 
Setter, founder. Anna Setter The¬ 
atre, 49. 


Mr RA. Clark 
and Miss M.W.Y. Kwok 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs James Clark, of 
Poole. Dorset and Mary, eldest 
daughter of Mr and Mrs David 
Kwok, of Toronto. Canada. 

Mr N.P. Oobessy 
and Miss O.S. Hutchinson 
The engagement is announced 
between Nod. son of Mr and Mrs 
John Clohessy. and Oriel, elder 
daughter of Mr Piers and Mrs 
Dinah Hutchinson. 

Mr M J.V. Cralk 

and Miss N.S. Lawrence 

The engagement is announced 

between Michael youngest son of 

Mr and Mrs D.M. Craik. of 

Bengeo. Hertfordshire, and 

Nicola, eldest daughter of Mr and 

Mrs J.S. Lawrence, of 

Beadhampton. Buckinghamshire. 

Mr P.L. Dolan 

and Miss E.E. Johnson 

The engagement is announced 

between Philip Lewis, son of Mr 

and Mrs P. Dolan, of Hawkswick. 

Skip ton. and Emma Elizabeth. 

daughter of the Rev K.M. and Mrs -■ 

Johnson, of BinJey. Church 

Stratum. 

Mr E.C. Ecroyd 
and Miss S J. Grant 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward Charles, son of 
Mr and Mrs Peter Ecroyd, of 
Armth waite, Cumbria, and Sara 
Jane, eldest daughter of Mr and 

Mrs David Grant, of Devonport 
Tasmania. 

Mr M.C Field 
and Miss M.L. Acton 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark Christopher, elder 
son of the late Major and of Mrs 
PC. Field, of Reading, Berkshire, 
and Mfeh£4e Louise, only daughter 
of Mr and Mrs R. Acton, of 
Knutsfonl. Cheshire. 

MrTAStj. Grantham-Wrighl 
and Miss M.NA. Hmst 
The engagement is announced 
between Thomas, only son ol 
Colonel Kenneth Grantham- 
Wright, CBE. and Mrs Grantham- 
Wright, of West Tythertey. 
Wiltshire, and Melissa, only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
Hurst, of Monte Carlo. Monaco. 


Mr D J.S. Heard 
and Miss R.C. Gibbons 
The engagement is announced 
between David Heard, of London, 
elder son of the late Mr and Mis 
R.K. Heard, of North Canterbury, 
New Zealand, and Rebecca dare, 
younger daughter of Lieutenant- 
Commander and Mis Paul Gib¬ 
bons. of Hampshire. 

Mr KJ. Keyte 
and Miss AJ. DO! 

The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, eldest son of 
Mr and Mrs K.W. Keyte, of West 
Monti on. Somerset, and Alison, 
second daughter of Mr and Mis 
J.L Dill, of Hesiercombe. 
Somerset 

Mr A. McDougall 
and Miss A.S-R- Azeez 
Mr and Mrs Mohammed 
Mohideen Azeez. of Beckenham. 
Kent, are pleased announce the 
engagement of their only daughter 
Angflique Sophia Rifaya Azeez. to 
Mr Alan McDougalL only son of 
Mr and Mrs Marc McDougall, 
formerly of KQlean, Scotland. 

Mr P.S, Morris 
and Miss KA. Pollock 
The engagement is announced 
between Paul youngest son of the 
late Mr Joseph E. Morris, of 
Pudsey. and Karen, only daughter 
of Mr Gordon H. Pollock of Ayr, 
Mr F.P.M. Sewell 
and Miss R.MA Hare 
The engagement is announced 
between Frauds, youngest son of 
Mrs Ivy Sewell and the late Mr 
George Sewed, of Westbury oo 
Tryra. Bristol and Rebecca, youn¬ 
ger daughter of Mr and Mrs Brian 
Hare, of Fleet. Hampshire. 

Mr N.S. TsoOcas 
and Miss E.L Hughes 
The engagement is announced 
today between Nicholas, son of 
Christopher and Anastasia 
Tsolkas. and Emma, daughter of 
Brian and Jacqui Hughes. 

Mr N.R. WhdSs 
and Miss J.H. Chamberlain 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs C.R. Whillis, of feicham, 
Surrey, and Judith Helen, only 
daughter of Mr and Mis MJ. 
Chamberlain, of Epsom, Surrey, 


Anniversaries I Church services for Christmas Day and Boxing Day 


Christmas Eve 

BIRTHS: King John, reigned 1199- 
I2J6, Oxford, 1167; James Joule, 
physicist. Salford, Lancashire, 
1818; Matthew Arnold, poet and 
critic. Laleham. Middlesex. 1822: 
George 1. King of Greece 1863-1913. 
Copenhagen, 1845: Howard 
Hughes, manufacturer, aviator 
and film producer. Houston. 1905. 
DEATHS; Vasco da Gama, navi¬ 
gator, Cochin. India. 1524; Thomas 
Beddoes, physician. 1803; William 
Makepeace Thackeray, novelist. 
London. 1863; Alban Berg, com¬ 
poser, Vienna, 1935; Louis Aragon, 
writer, Paris. 1962. 

fjiritfim* Day 

BIRTHS: Orlando Gibbons, mu¬ 
sician. Cambridge, 1583; Sir Isaac 
Newton, physicist, Woolsthorpe, 
Lincolnshire, 1642; William Col¬ 
lins. poet, Chichester. 1721: Doro¬ 
thy Wordsworth, writer. Cocker- 
mouth, Cumberland. 1771; 
Alexander Scriabin, composer. 
Moscow. 1872; Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah, 1st Governor-General of 
Pakistan 1947-48. Karachi. 1876: | 
Maurice Utrillo, painter, Paris. 
1883: Humphrey Bogart, actor. 
New York City. 1899; Mohamed 
Anwar El-Sadat, President of 
Egypt J970-81. Tala, 1918. 

DEATHS: Joseph FbuchA Due 
d’Otrante, statesman. Trieste. 
1820: W.C. Helds, actor. Pasadena, 
1946; Charles PathA film producer, 
1957; Sir Charles (Charlie} Chap¬ 
lin. silent film star. Switzerland, 
1977; Joan Mirti. abstract painter, 
Majorca, 1983. 

Boring Day 

BERTHS: Thomas Gray, poet 
London, 1716; Charles Babbage, 
pioneer of calculating machines, 
Tomes. 1792; Hemy Miller, nov¬ 
elist New York. 1891; Mao Tse- 
Tung, Chairman of die People’s 
Republic of China 1949-59, 
Shaoshan. Hunan province. 1893. 
DEATHS: John Wilkes, political 
reformer. London. 1797; Heinrich 
SchUemann. archaeologist Na¬ 
ples, 1890; Harry S. Truman, 33rd 
American President 1945-53, Kan¬ 
sas City, 1972; Sir Lennon Berkeley, 
composer, 1989. 


BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP; 

9.15 HC: II Choral Euch. Rx Rev 
Mark samen 4 EP. 2A: 9 MP: 9.15 HC; 
11 S Euch: 4 SE. 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 8 HC; 

10 M. A tender shoot (Goldschmidt). 
Britten In C. Here is the little door 

dwells]; 11 S Euch, Mozart 
ronatlon Mass. Hodle Christus 
natus est (Palestrina), Archbishop; 

3.15 E. Dyson In D. 26:8 HC; 9.30 M: 

I it S Euch, Mass for three voices 
'I. Christus natus est nobis 
:fl. Rev P G C Brett; 3.15 E, 
agniflear and Nunc Dimitris to 
Anglican Chant. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL: 10.30 S 
Euch. Andante ui F (Mozaxt); 
Coronation Mass (Mozart). Toccata 
(Dubois), The Bishop. 26: 10.30 
Euch. in fluid jubllo (Bach), Canon 
D Jenkins; 3 E. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL B. 12 
HC; 9.30 Parish C. Rev Jacqui Jones; 

11 Service for Christmas Morning. 
Love came down at Christmas 

luttetl, Stanford In C; Cartllon- 
orde (Muled. The provost: 5.15 EP. 
26:7 JO MP; 8 HC; 9.30 Parish C. The 
Provost: n.]5 Euch, canon Bany 
Thompson; 6 E. 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 10 
Choral M. Stanford In B flat: 11 JO 
Chora) E. Jackson to G. On this day 
earth shall ring (Henry Campbell 
Stewart. Lord Jests (George Thai ben 
Ball), in the bleak mid winter 
(Darke); 4.15 Choral E. Dyson in F. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL: 8 HC: 
I0M. Stanford In A. I saw three ships 
(Lloyd). The Chancellor; 11 s Euch, 
Messe Soieonetie (Langlais). Hodle 
Christus natus est (SweefincW. The 
Bishop; 5 JOE- 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7 AO MP; 
S C; 1030 cathedral Each. Nativity 
Carol (Rutter), The holly and Che Ivy 
(Watford Davies), a bane Is bom I 
wys (Bainton), Kt Rev Simon 
Bantneton-Ward; 330 EP at Crib. 
26: 7-40 MP; 8 C; 1030 Cathedral 
Euch, Christmas night (Rimer). 
Torches (JoubertJ, Rev John 
Blackman; 3 German Lutherans: 3 
Polish Lutherans; 530 EP. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 7.15. 8, 

11.15 HC; 10 M. Stanford in B flat. 
The Dean; 330 E, Collegium Regale 
(Howells), Hodle Christus natus est 
(Sweeiinck). 26: 8. 11.15 HC 10 M, 
canon Pedley. 330 a. 

ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HQ 1030 S 
Euch. Mlssa Sanctt Nicolai (Haydiu, 
The Dean; 3.45 E. Stunston m G. 
Fantasia on Christmas carols 
an Williams). 26: 8.15 HC: 
5 Euch. in duld jubllo 
iude). St Stephen at peace 
—llamsoni. Prelude and Fugue In 
p (BachJ Canon Green; 3 Carol 
Service. 


LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 
10.30. Christmas Service Tor 
Families: 12 Each. 26:8 HC; 10 MP; 
1030 5 Euch, Darke in F, The 
Shepherds- cradle Song (Leuner- 
Maqrhersan). The PrecenTon 4 EP. 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 8.1230 HC: 
930 S Euch. Mlssa sancti Nicolai 
(Haydn). O Hole town of Bethlehem 
(Wallord Davies), The Bishop: \ 1.15 


M. Te Deum A Benedlctus In F 
(Ireland). The Dean; 3.45 E. Stanford 
In A. When Jesus our Lord was born 
In Bethlehem (Mendelssohn). Die a 
parml nous (Messiaen). 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC 
1030 s Euch. Mlssa sanctae 
Nichoiae (Haydn), Today the Virgin 
rcaveneri. in (he bleak midwinter 
Oaricd. Rev Dr Gordon Wakefield: 
30 E. Plalnsong. Blatchfv (n c, i 
ring of a maiden (Hadley). 26: fi HC: 
930 HC with hymns; 330 Cathedral 
Carol Service. 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 7.8. 12.15 
H Euch: 730 M; 9 Procession and 
Parish Euch; 10 AS Processing and S 
Euch. Mass no. 3 In B flartsctiube*' 
Hodle Christus natus ear (SweeUoi 
The Lord Bishop; 1230 E. 26:730. _ 

8.12.15 H Euch; 9 Parish Euch. The 
Dean; 1 i Procession and S Euch. 
white in E, O little one swear (Bach), 
The Revs P Kiris 330 festal E. Lon; 
in F. Once as I remember 
630 E. 

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 1030 
MP: ] 1 Choral Euch, Mlssa Brevis In 
D (Mozart). For unto us a child Is 
bom (Handel). Jesus Christ, the 
pple tree (Poston). The Ptovosl 26:9 
_uch: 11 Choral Euch. Darke In F. 
Canon Roy White; 3 E. Stanford In B 
Hat, 

WELLS CATHEDRAL 9 HC; 9A5 S 
Euch, Mass in B flat (Schubert), Rev p 
de N Lucas: 1130 m. i saw three 
ships (Marshall). Vaughan williams 
In G. Jubilate (william Walton, 
Hodle Christus natus est (Sweeiinck); 
3 E. 26*. 8 HC; 9.15 M; 9.45 S Euch, 
very Rev R Lewis: 2 E; 3 Caro! Service. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC; 
1030Abbey Euch. Mass In G minor 
(Vaughan Williams). The Dean: 3 E. 
Watson In E. Pantasla on Christmas 
Carols (Vaughan wuuams). 26:8 HC; 
10 M. Responses (Tallis), Te Deum 
(Clucas). Coventry carol, canon 
Anthony Harvey: 11.15 Abbey Euch. 
Mlssa brevis (Palestrina). G<k 1, who 
made the earth and sky (Grier). Sing 
Lullaby (HoweUsl. Canon Athony 
Harvey; 3 E. Magnlflcar In G 
(Sumslon). Nunc Dlmlnls (Buigon). 
Ceremony or Carols (Britten). 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7. 8. 
9. 12 M: 10 MP; 10.30 Solemn M. 
Mlssa Sancti Nicolai (Haydn). Hodle 
Chrisms natus est (Sweeunckj. Final 
Symphone, (V(erne). The Cardinal; 
3.30 Solemn. Second v&B. 
Magnificat prlmi tonl (Sevan), A 
sptmess rose (Howells), In the bleak 
midwinter (Darke), Les Enikms de 
Dleu (Messiaen). 26:7.8.9,12.53a 
7M: io mp: 1030 solemn M. Mlssa 
Puer natus est nobis (Tallis), Beam 
es. virgo Maria (Victoria), Dleu paml 
lesslaen): 330 Solemn v&B. 
car octavl ronl (Suriano). In 
pnndDio erat verbum (Josqulm, 
Desseuis Eiemels (Messiaen). 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 7. 8, 
HC 1030 M. Jubilate (n C 
(Stanford), Joseph Lleber (Praetorlus, 
In duld hibllo (Bach). The Dean; 

1130 Euch, Personenthodle (Holst). 
Messe Cum Jubllo (DuruOeJ. Dleu 
pannl nous (Messiaen): 330 E and. 
Procession. M until In F. Fantasia on 
Christmas carols (Vaughan 


Williams). Vlnale, sjTnphonle 1 
(yieme). 26: 9.45 M: 1030 Eudi. 
canon Britton: 330 E. Canon 
Deedes. 

YORK MINSTER: 8. 8.45 HC; 10 S 
Euch. Mlssa Brevis (Mozart), O 
Magnum Mysterium (Gabrieli). The 
ArcfibL-thop: 11 JO M. Sumslon In G. 
very Rev John Southgate Dean: 4 E, 
Stanford In c Hodie Christus narus 
est (Poulenc). 26: 8. 8.45 HC 10 s 
Euch. Mlssa o quam gloriosum 
(victorta). The blessed Son of God 
(Vaughan williams), ven Leslie 
SranBridge; 1130 M. Stanford in B 
0ac4 E. Holman in F minor. 

ST CEORCE'S CATHEDRAL 
Southwatic s M with Carols; 10 
Family M. Archbishop Michael; 
1130 Choral M. 26: b; 6 LM; 10 
Family M: 11 JO solemn M, Fr 
Anthony Richins; 2 Ghanaian M. 

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL London: 8 
HC 1030 M. Stanford In B flat. The 
Dean: 1130 HC MJssa Brevis in C 
czarr). Hodie ciulstus natus est 
EellnckL The Lord Bishop or 
don; 3.15 E. Dyson in D. 
jauchzei Crohlocket (tiadu. God is 
with us (Tavener). Symphony no. 5 In 
P fwidor). 26: 8 HC 1030 M. 
Coflealum Regale (Howells). Rev 
John Halliburton; 1 ] 30 HC. Ireland 
In C The Holy Boy (Ireland]; 3.15 E. 
Brewer In D. Hymn to ihe virgin 
(Brinen). Cartoon (VlemeL Rev Prdi 
Michael Shrewsbury. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL Dundee 8 
HC 1030 Choral Euch. Harwood In 
A flat. Marys Lullaby (Rutter). The 
Bishop. HC 10 & Eui*. 

ALL SAINTS. Margaret Street, W]: 8 
LM: 1030 MP: 11 HM, Missa Sancti 
Nicolai (Haydn). Hodie Christus 
natus est (SweeUncki. Rev p 
McGeary. 26: 8. 5.15 LM: 11 HM. 
Mlssa 0 magnum mysterium 
Ivtoorito^itaieB 1 no rose(Joubert). 

ALL SOULS, Langham Place, wi: 
1030 Family sendee. Rev Preb 
Richard Bowes. 26: II C Rev 
Christopher Hobbs: 630 C. Rev Preb 
RlchanlBewes. 

AMERICAN CHURCH IN LONDON. 
Tottenham Court Rd. Wi; 26: 9.45 
Sunday School: ll worship. Rev 
James Schmidt. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Warwick Street. 
WI: 26: 11 Mlssa O magnum 
mysrertira mnoriaL Cantandbus 
otganls (Philips). Gabriel’s message 
(Basque carol). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH, SW3: 8. 

12.15 HC 10 Childrens Service: ll 
M. Hodle Chrisrus Natus Est 
(Sweeiinck). Bethlehem Down 
Warlock. Sir Christemas (Matthias). 
RWPEJ^2«: 8.) 2.15 HC 11M. Rev 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND. Caveat Garden, wcz: 
11 Christmas Service, Rev Stanley 
Hood: 26: l t.i 5 Rev Stanley Hood. 
HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. 
Brampton Road, SWT: 9 HC. Rev 
Tom Gill urn; 11 informal Service, 
Rev Sandy Millar. 26: 9 HC ll 
Informal Service. Mr Jeremy 
Jennings; 630 Informal Service. Rev 
Tom Gillum. 


WESLEY'S CHAPEL City Road. ECZ' 
26: 9.45 HC ll Morning Service. 
Sister Elizabeth. 


ST MAKY-THE-VIRGIN, Primrose 
HUi; 8 HC: 1030 Festival Euch. 

. Ireland in C Rev Lyndon van der 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL Pump. 26: 8 HC KUO PariJh Euch. 

K»'D^hn l0 Ar.M f^fe°a^. E >arv.rtone 

niDUvrami unur Road. Wi: 8 HC; 10 Choral Euch. 


Family carol Hour. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES 
(Lutheran). Gresham SL EC2: 11 
Choral HC. Rev Dr Johann 
Schneider. 26c ll Choral HC. Rev 
Ronald T Englund- 
ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
SmJthflfld, ECI-.9 HC 11 Chfldren*s 
Service. 26 :9 HC 11 M. Preb Michael 
shrews bury. 630 Rev a winter. 

ST BRIDE'S. Fleet Street EC4: 11 
Family Service. Darice in F. Beam 
nuroum via. 26: 11 Choral M and 
Euch. Stanford in B flat. Apple tree 
(Mawby). Canon John Oates; 630 
Choral E. In duld Jubllo. Dorrnl 
jesu. sir Christemas. Canon John 
Oates. 

ST CLEMENT DANES: 11 Choral 
Euch, Mass In G (Schubert), Vlrga 
Jesse floruit (Bruckner), In duld 
jubllo (Bach). Rev GB McAvoy. 26:9. 

12.15 HC 11 M. Boyce in C, In the 
bleak midwinter (Darke). Rev GB 

MCAvoy. 

ST COUIMBA'S CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND. Poor Street SWl: 10 
HC ll Family Service. 26: ll Rev 
John H McIndoC 630 Rev W 
Ale xander Cairns. 

ST ETHELDREDA*S. Ely Place; 26; 
11 Sung M. Missa ad rugam 

E rsttfna). sethlem Down 
ock). von HUnmel boch. da 
n’Icti her (Bach). 

ST GEORGE'S. Hanover Square, wi: 
830 HC II S Euch. Mozaitt in C, A 
virgin most nurejTrad). The Rector. 
26:830.11 HC The Rector. 

ST JAMES'S. GarikUtytbe. BC4: 
1030 s Euch. Dartre in F. Rector 
John PauL 

ST JAMEyS. Sussex Gardens, W2: 
1030 Family Such and Procession. 
Coronation Mass (Mozart. Rev 
Graham suckle. 26 : 8 HC 1030 5 
Euch. Congregational Music. Rev 
Bill Wllsore 

ST JOHNS. Stratford Broadway; 1) 
Family c Rev David Richards. 26:11 
Family c. Rev David Richards. 

ST LUKE¥. Chelsea. SW3: 8. 1130 
HC 1030 Christmas Service, Hodle 
(Sweeiinck), Symphonic v rwidoil 
Rev Sheila Watson. 26: a HC 1030 
MP and HC Rev Derek Watson; 630 
EP. 

ST MARK’S. Regents Park R4.NW1: 

8 M; 1030 Parish Euch. Mass in c 
(Mozart). Carols. Rev Tom 
Devonshire Jones. 26:8,10,1 i LM. 
ST. MARGARETS. _ Westminster. 
SWl: 11 M, Jbbliaie (WaltonJ. I saw 


ST MARYLEBONE. iwanrieDonB 
Road, wi: a HC; io choral Euch. 
Missa Solemn Is Mozart), Hodie 
Christus natus est (Marelzio)- 26: 11 
HC with carols. 

ST MICHAEL'S. CombllL EC3: 11 
Procession A Choral Euch. 

ST PAUL'S, Wilton Place. SWl: 8. 9 
HC 11 Solemn Euch. Mlssa Brevis in 
(Haydn). Rev Nell Dawson. 26:8.9 
HCill Solemn Euch with Carols, 
Rev Henry Ruschmeyer- 
ST PETER’S, Eaton Square. SWh 

8.15 HC 10 Family Euch: ll SEuch. 
collegium Regale (Howells) 

der as I wonder (Spiritual). I saw 
three ships (Lloyd), sortie (Mulct. Rev 
FT Alan twawfok. 26: 8.IS HC 10 
Family Euau i I s Euch. Mlssa o 
Magnum Mysterium (Victoria). 
BaluiaLow (Shaw), a way In a Man— 
jAfum water). Rev Fr 

ST STEPHEN'S, Gloucester Road. 
SW7: Midnight Solemn M. Mlssa 
Sancti Nicolai (Haydn). Canon 
Christopher CoIven: s. 9 LM: l \ * 
Solemn M, Mlssa Brews (Gabriel//. 
26: 8. 9 LM: ll Solemn M. Messe 
ohne Gloria und Credo (Bruckner). 
Bishop of Fulham. 

CHAPEL ROYAL, St James* Palace: 

11.15 S Euch. Jackson In G, Rev WJ 
Booth; 26: 830 HC 11.15 MP. 
Coventry Carol. Rev GD warid ns. 
CHAPEL ROYAL. Hampton Court 
Palace: 830 HC 11 M. Ireland In F. 

On mis day (HC Stewart). 26: 830 
HC, 11 hC Wood Ln Ej*ersonem 
hodie (Holri); 330 E.( 

Wood in G. And 
shepherds (Bach). 

GR0SVEN0R CHAPEL, South 
Audley street, wi: 11 solemn Euch. 
Mlssa Brevis (Bryan Kelly]. Carillon 
(Vierne). 26:11 SEuch. 

UEEN* CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY, 
JC2: 11 S Euch. Darke in F. The 
Chaplain. 


l^bOoJBagti^Tbe^Master. 


HC 1030 Christmas Servioe, Hodle Sung He. Tttree PamOBnro. a Great 
(Sweeiinck). Symphonle vTwidort. and „ Mighty Wondm Tmetoriusj, 
Rev Shefla Warson. 26:8 HC 1030 Carillon (Herbert Murrlll), The 
mp and HC Rev Dettic watsoic 630 Master. 

EP. GUARDS CHAPEL, Wellington 

ST MARK'S, Resents PariiRiI.NWi: Bairacta. SWI: 11 M, Hodie Chrisms 
8 M; 1030 Parish Euch. Mass tn C natus est (Sw 
(Mozart). Carols. Rev Tom tiiepberds ab 
Devonshire Jones. 26:8,10,11 LM. (Handel), pan! 

ST MARGARETS. ^Westminster. Christmas Sidre 
SWH II M, JDbllaie (WaltonJ. I saw Webh Guarts.T 

SMSlfi Mr EoeCT - 1 “ 

ST MARTIN-LN-THE-FIELDS, WC2: 

vicar, 2.45 Chinese Service, Rev sound of angels (Tye), The Chapl 
Gilbert Lee; 630 ES. Rev John _ , 

n^UUKTS. Bourne Street. SWl: 9 Tod^S SCIYICCS BTC 

uv^kuo hm. Missa octavi tom on facing page 






wuicocksi. o magnum 
Poulenc). Fugue fro 
Christmas Sutt* {Bartat). Ba 
Lire Guards. The Chaplain; 12 HC 
ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL. 
Greenwich, SBIO: 1030 S Eud 
sound of angels (Tye), The Chapl 

Todays services are 
on the facing page 


TRADE: 071 481 1982 
PRIVATE: 071 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


ftftr began; 1 now under¬ 
stand how true It to that God 
has no tavouito. but that in 
every nation uwse who are 
god-feartnB and do what to 
nght are ac ceptab le to Hm .1 
Acta of the Apostles 1034 
(REB) 


BIRTHS 


BUNTING - On December 
lau uto Boren tnte HUnt} 
and Tbn. a daughter. Mtnna.- 
a surer lor OetMaatne. 

CHRISTMAS - On 23rd 
December, to Sarah and 
Stephen, a daughtar. EmOy 
Louise. 

CRAWFORD - On DraottMr 
lSo» 1993. to Charlotte (Me 
Baker) and James, a 
daughter. Amelia Chartotte 
Sophie. 

EASBY - On December aoui. 
to Diane tnte KUctung) and 
Graham, a daughter. WaOto 
Paige Apnea. 

HOSER - On lath December, 
to Tessa tnte Ootman) and 
PhOlp. a son. Matthew jpeL a 
brother for Beniamin and 
Alexander. 

LA VERY - To HOary Me 
Patton) and James, a 
dMBhler. Caroline on uie 8th 
of November in BeUast - a 
staler for Alice. John, 
Michael and Paul. 

MASON - On December lath 
to Nicola tnte Maguire) and 
Jonathan. a beautiful 
daughter Eleanor Margaret. 

O'DONNELL - On 2lst of 
September. 1993 at The 
Margot Perot HoapHaL 
Dallas. Tens m Jane (Me 
Hunt) and Hugh, a son. 
Robert Andrew James, a 
brother for Christopher and 
Nicola. 

STEVENS - OO December 
19th. to Amanda Mt 
Swallow] and Tom. a 
daughter. Alton, a 000- for 
Redmond. 

VARTI . On i6th December 
1993. 3A Hemel Hempstead 
D.GJJ.. to Karen dee 
Gtoson) and GtamU, a 
beautiful daughiar. Georgia. 

WALKER - To AAgvs and 
Sarah (Me weatoerato), a 
son. Bamahy James, boro 
14th December 1993. 

WALLIS - To C a ro lin e ami 
Richard oo Decanter 21st a 
brother for May. Hugh 
Thomas Trevor. 

WASH BOURNE On 

December ITth 1993. to 
Karan and Ray. a son. Drew. 
With grateful thanks for ah 
Sins given and care reeshnEd, 


DEATHS 


AWDftY'On 23rd Dece mb er, 
ococefullv at Hltftfield. 
Martboroagh. Joan. WVe of 
the late Neville A wary of 
auppenhani. much loved 
mother ol Richard and 
PtUUb. grandmother and 
greatgrandmother. Funeral 
Service Private. Service Of 
Thanksgtvtng at Ogboume St 
Andrew on January dth 
1994 at midday. 

BANO - Emmerich of Rutolto.. 
peacefully u home on 22 nd 
December 1995. Funeral on 
Thursday 30th December at 
Breakspear Crema to r lam at, 
1130 am. Family flowers 
only but donations If desired 
to the Musicians Benevolent 
Fund. 

FLAW* - Passed away 
Peacefully at home on sexm 
December. Mark aged 52. 
Beloved husband of U*. 
devoted father of Clare and 
Guy. deer son of Eric and 
JoMphine and loved twin 
brother or Pewr. Service at 
High Street Methodist 
Church. Hanwnden. on 
Friday 3lBt December at 12 
noon. Family aowers only 
bof donaitons to Marie Ftawn 
Young People’s Travel 
Bursary. Donations and 

owuiriej to LC. Weston. 
Funeral Directors. NoJ25. i7 
Harpenden. 

Herts, ret (0683 712866. 

8AMWARA - 8m aged 80. 

beloved husband, father and 
9 n *w**Mh«r. peacefuay at 
home on December 99rwt 
Oromaa on at Yeovil 
CrematorfnjTt on Wednesday 
December 29th at S pm. 
Family flowers only, 
donations if desired for Thr 
Pboenbc dub (Yeovn S p er c h 
■Her stroke Group) c/o trish 
and Denman F/V. Palmer 
Street. South Pethcrtoc. 
SOmereet TA1S BOO. 

GUMQtSALL - On I80t 
December 1993. alter a Into 
an e w . Arthur Geoffrey 
Stewart, very dear mend of 
Brenda and caring sceDfattsK- 
to Tania and Her fnndy- 
Funeral prtvalr. No flower* 
but «qmimm If desired to 
Rotary Trust Fund Epsom 
c/o GamawB Maos and 
Partner*. 16 Waterioo Rood. 
Epsom KT19 BAZ, Memorial 
Sendee will be held In ndrf 
January. Details lo foOew. 

HADOW • On Dwembar 
22nd. peacefUBy d home 
after a long mnesi tons 
with dignity. Sir OteginahO 
Michael Hadow KCMCL 
Funeral private at MichacTx 


DEATHS 


HieOINS - Brian Lea 
peacefully m homttal oo 
December 18th aged 87 
years. Dearly loved lusband 
of Mary. Funeral sendee at 
All Saints Church Combe-ln- 
Trignbead. on Thursday 
scan December at 1 pjtu 
followed by private 
cremation. Famtty flowers 
only, donations if desired to 
Rowcraft Hospice. Torquay. 


HILL - On December aist 
1993. oeaceflifly at her borne 
In Lewes. East Sussex. Amy 
Priscilla, widow of Robin, 
late of Barton. Cambridge, 
aged 87 years, com mi ttal 
Service to take place at 
yoodv aie Crematorium. > 
Brighton. on Thursday 
December 30th at 2.15 pm. 
Thanksgivtng Service to take 1 
WMO at Barton Parish 
Church. Cambridge, on 
Wednesday January sth 

1994 ai 11,30 am. No 
flowers by request. Enquiries 
to Cooper & Son. Funeral 
Sendee. 43 High Street. 
Uwrej. East Sussex, let: 
(0273) 47BS67. 


MARRIAGES ' 


MJCHALOPOOLO*: 

HUTCH mos - On 
proember 22 nd. Jn London. 
nuhk Mtehtoopoidai to 
SoWda Hutching*. 


HEPMJIWE SCOTT 
Pebceftfiy In honttal in 
Haddhtoton an December 
2W 1998. Deborah 
Hepburn* Scott tnte CasOeL 
wife of Walter Schombero 
Hepbunw Scott- A service 
wM be hrtd at warrMHi 
acmuonuni Cloister Qupei 
on Thomay dth Januaty at 
ll 40 am. 


MACOUEEM - LL COL John, 
late or the H.C.T. and Royal 
West African Frontier Fort*, 
□led at home In 8aUabury on 
22nd December 1995. aoed 
77 years, afts- an ninesa 
stoiealty borne. Beloved 
husband of Dtiys and talhar 
or Jane and CaUierlne. 
grandfather of Jonathan. 
Phflada. RowtamL Cuy. 
Jena. Caltan and bobcl. AS 
csvQtortea to VN. Newman 
Ltd- Funeral Directors. 
Griffin Hotse. 68 Whxfaeobs- 
Stre el. Sa lisbury. SP1 1HX_ 
«S 10722) 413136. 

MEUANBY - On December 
23rd. peacefully at home. 
Prof. Kenneth MsDanhy CBE 
aged 86. Cremation ml Exeter 
Crematortum on Friday 
December 31st at 230 pm. 
Flowers to Mhcnea Funeral 
Services. King wnnam 
Street, Easier EX4 6PD. tet 
(DS92) 72682. Memorial 
Sendee to be arranged 
in Cambridge, 

•JJTCHELJL - On December 
ait 1993. Joan Margaret 
rPeggyJ. Enqtdries lo EJl 
H wmott & Son. w; (Q892) 
522462. 

O' CONOR - NMeaa Mary 
Amy moiiy; nte Chlhy. 
very peacefully in her teen 
on 22nd December 1993 at 
Nazareth House. Oxford, 
aged 88. Much loved inoQtor. 
grandmother and swt- 
Orehtbnother. The Requtem 
M»a» wm be stid at Naarecn 
House on Wednesday 29 m 
December at 10 am followed 
by Mermen! ai tioOey 
Cemetery, newt or. u 
preferred, donations for 
"Action ART may be sent to 
Reeves A Rain. 288 
Abtagdofl Road. Oxford OX 1 
4TC. 


DEATHS _ 

PROSPER - Hazel. OJ&E.. on 
Thursday idfli December 
aged 67 yean, aw win be 
sadly named. Funeral service 
to be held ai Croydon 
crematorium on Thursday 
WXh DecenUMT a l 2.00pm. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations to Cancer 

Research Fund. 

OUH.TER - On December 

22nd 1993 at Partodde 

Hoollil, London SWl 9. 
Bryan Quitter C&E. Very 
dear husband of Diana, 
proud father of Sarab-Jtoe 
and Nigel, lattwr-hvtaw of 
Robert and a lovtaig Bryan to 
ins grandson Phfflip 

Alnscow. Funeral Service ai 
Putney vale Crenutortum 
on Wednesday Stii January 
1994 at 2-30 pm. Family 
flowers only, tag donations tf 
desired to imperial Cancer 
Re iae j nfo Fund c/o T>l 
S anders A Sons. 12-14 
Medfleid Street. London 
SWlft. 

RITCHIE - professor Horace 
David, passed away on 

Tuesday 2lst December, 

loving father of Gordon. 
Andrew and Bruce service 
and cremation on January 
eth ai private: donations if 
wished to ‘Surttol 

Res e a rc h , surgical Unu. 
London Hospital Mrilkal 
College. Whhedaper. 

ROOtr - on 200| Dece mb er 
1993. John RoraUtv. 

y at \nmaaa. agro 
2 s - fonnerty of Sme enw No 
flower*. cremation at 
QbffoB Crematortum 
Friday 5 151 Decem b er at 
2plt>. 

SCOTT - Liman, penceftifly In 

Eastbourne. 19th DereTOber 
1993. Befcnrtd wife of 
Koinefh. dearly loved 
mother <y Beryt and Angela, 
treasured grandmother and 
great-grandmother, service 
at SI Andrew's united 
Reform Church. 

Ob Tuesday dth January 
1994 at 11.IB am. EntmMas 
to Ha tas & Son Ltd. ro325) 
727801. 

■CQTT - Thomas. macefaBy 
to Us sleep on Decemtv 
aa«*d 1993 In CMtouuDtL 
Fjtoeral at 2 pm on Friday 
3lst December at 
Ctidtoahaan CrinuiutSum. 
No flowgrf, donations to 
RJtfiJ. e/o Setim Smnh * 
Co- 7* Rrenbmy fuad. 
ChettHtfura. nama - 

8HIUIOY - Florence Maud. 
MBS, on £M December 
1993 peaoEfUBy after a sben 
tone* la the West SnOoUc 
Hotoflal. Bury fit Eiamm*. 
very cwnty loved and mart 
tovtng wife of John and a 
c«*ta ‘•fltirty loved in bom 
Cnotend and freland. 
Qwn a non at Bury St 
gd ramds Cremaurttmi «n 
Friday 3M December at 
3pm. randtr news only 
but danattoM. tf desma. to 
tbe Hearing R esrardb Trust 
3307332 Grays hm Road. 
London . WC1X SEE. 


DEATHS _ 

SWAYTHUHO The 

Dowager Lady Jean. CAE., 
beloved mother, 

grandmother. greel- 

wandinotlier. died IStti 
December 1993. aged 84. A 
Private fomUy funeral has 
talten plaoe at her request. 

talma stheeman - on 

23rd December 1993. 
Fracefuny in bomttal. Sape 
aged 66. dear husband ol 
Cfrile and loving father of 
Paul and Robert. Funeral 
Service and Uttermenl al 
Oridjmge Cemetery. 

Eastbourne, on Friday Slst 
December at 11.30 am. 
Enquiries to Adda Funeral 
Homes, lei: (0323) 643999. 
TURMHAM - on December 
23rd 1993. peacefully at 
borne. James Douglas 
Praniaand LS.O. Devoted 
husband of Margot, adored 
father or Sally, Carol mi 
beloved vandfether of 
Nicholas. Jamie. Joanna. 
Klrsoe and Rory. Family 
tewn only, bat donations 
to the CMI Service 
Botovotent Fund would be 
much appreciated. Funeral 
Service ai St ManFs Church. 
Beaconsfldd. on Friday Slst 
December ai 5J30 pm. AD 
enquiries tel; (0494) 672668. 

TV?™** - On December sm 
1993. Gervatse Mary 
L.T.CX.. aged 94 
Chase. Chmsey. 
Burial private. No flowers at 
her request, but donations 
may be sent to the Musicians 
Fund. c/o 
A Sons. 66 
Chorot Street. Weybruge. 
Surrey. KT13 8DR. Service 
or -nwnksgtving and Party. 
g Pet er's Parish Church, 
wirfy. Ftlday 4ii\ 
February 1994 «i 12 no^ 
Efotobtos: Mrs PJ. Gaskin. 
09SP84O111. •«««. 

VIHHtY » Myra, peaetfnfly 

on21i Mpro emaer aged 88 at 
Bw Wellington HoapttsL 
Ftotorai at Goidm Grren 
OTOteorttob. west ChapeL 
PMa* 3«« December at 
*■30 pm. No flow er - by 
temart. donations to Mute 
Curie Cancer Care, sb 
9*HF»va Sq.. SW1X 8QC1 

WAKSET - On Deomner 
20th 1993. peacenaDy In the 
Ibwrttti hosmuo. Rente. 

loviDB a nd loved moiher and 

^ondmoOier. fonml 

gvrvtee ai si Marv^s Church. 
wooMfidge, at 12 noon on 
we«wd.y 29th Deomb^ 
Family flowers mdy. 

If detirad 10 me 
NJLP.G.C. c/o c.B. Button 
ASOW LUL, 24 St John* 

grrec woodbridge. Suflote 
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Obituaries 


Katneth Mefianby, CBE. 
ecological consultant, died 
yesterday aged 85. He was bora 
on March 26.1908. 

AS THE first director oF the Nature 
Conservancy’s Monks Wood Experi¬ 
mental Station, near Huntingdon, 
Kenneth MeUanby was in charge of a 
team which carried out some excel¬ 
lent research into the wider ecologi¬ 
cal effects of modem farming. But it 
was as a maverick figure within the 
scientific establishment, who at times 
seemed to enjoy courting controver¬ 
sy, that he will best be remembered. 
Kenneth MeUanby came from a 
w distinguished scientific family: his 
father. A- L. Mefianby was Professor 
of Engineering at Glasgow, one 
unde, John, was Waynfleie Professor 
of Physiology. at Oxford; another 
uncle. Sir Edward, was (me of the 
pioneers — with his wife. May — on 
vitamin research. Kenneth never 
quite achieved real academic distinc¬ 
tion; but in the half-world of scientific 
administration he was outstandingly 
valuable. His wit was perhaps too 
sharp and too capricious for him to 
achieve the highest in 
administration. 

He was educated at Barnard 
Castle School and King’s College, 
Cambridge, where he was an exhibv- 
^ tioner and read entomology. After- 
V wards he worked as a researcher at 
the London School for Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, where he devel¬ 
oped Patrick Buxton’s ideas on the 
susceptibility of various insect para¬ 
sites of man to dessicatian and 
overheating. In 1936 he took up the 
Sorby Research Fellowship at Shef¬ 
field, and was made director of the 
Sorby Research Institute in 1941. 

ft was MeLlanby’s wartime work at 
Sorby with a group of conscientious 
objectors that first brought him to the 
fore of scientific debate. Mellanbys 
research concerned scabies, an in¬ 
tensely itchy sltin disease caused by 
die mite Sarcoptes. About two mil¬ 
lion people were then suffering from 
it and the Government feared it 
would spread in air raid shelters. 
Mellanby’S investigations greatly 
Clarified understanding of the condi¬ 
tion and its transmission, 
revolutionising treatment But the 
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KENNETH MELLANBY 


price paid by his volunteers, was to 
wear, day mid night, dirty under¬ 
wear discarded by scabies nflifems 
Some of them contracted the infection 
itself 

Mefianby was unstinting in his 
praise for the fortitude of his helpers, 
many of whom, as conscientious 
o bjecto rs, were almost sui odafi y 
determined in their desire not to 
appear tpwardty. So successful was 
the scabies project that some Sorby 
volunteers were asked to help with 
other studies, ranging from nutri¬ 
tional tests which showed how much 
calcium should be added to National 
WheamveaJ flour or how much 
vitamin C we require, to more 
hazardous investigations into the 
minimal fluid intake needed for 
human survival. 

Ma ny of MeUanby 1 5 colleagues felt 
strongly that “live" experiments 
should stop with the chimpanzee. 
MeUanby disagreed: “If it is justifi¬ 
able in wartime for men to risk their 
lives for, say a small objective like a 
mattiunegun post, surely it is equally 
justifiable for them to risk their fives 
for a major medical objective, which 
may eventually save countless lives.” 
The excellent results he obtained led 
him to suggest the need for a 
permanent institute devoted to hu¬ 
man otperimentation. His idea bore 
fruit in the form of the Medical 
Research Council’s Common Cold 
Unit, based near Salisbury and 
founded towards the end of the war. 

In 1946 MeUanby found himself 
embroiled in another controversy. At 
the invitation of the British Medical 
Journal, he flew to Nuremberg to be 
present at the trials, and to investi¬ 
gate the results obtained by Nazi 
doctors from “scientific experiments” 
mi the inmates of concentration 
camps. MeUanby maintained that 
the results should be mad? available 
to bona fide investigators, while 
others were arguing that they should 
be destroyed, uncopied and unrec¬ 
orded. MeUanby spent three weeks in 
Germany, sifting through reports of 
British intelligence officers at Frank¬ 
furt and attending the trials of the 
Nazi doctors ana scientists. Treat¬ 
ment of typhus and malaria, he 
maintained, could benefit from 
studying their conclusions, however 



inhuman their experiments were. 

The following year MeUanby was 
designated principal of the projxsed 
University College, Ibadan, in Nige¬ 
ria. At first it had no buildings, no 
staff except himself, and of course no 
students, and Mellanbys haste to 
match the speed of educational 
reform with that of political reform 
often brought him into conflict with 
the Colonial Office, at whose request 
he had gone out there. He left 
Ibadan, in 1953. by that a going 
concern with fine buildings, a care¬ 
fully chosen staff, and several hun¬ 
dred equally carefully chosen 
students, and was appointed CBE for 
his work in 1954 (having been 
appointed OBE in 1945). 

Meanwhile, MeUanby had been ill 
with shingles — which marred what 


had been an exceptionally handsome 
face—and he was still in poor health 
when he was appointed Head of the 
Entomology Department at 
Rothamstea Experimental Station in 
1955. His six years there were not 
outstanding tut subsequent years 
were- In 1961 he was made director of 
the Nature Conservancy's new 
Monks Wood Experimental Station, 
which was floated on the rising tide 
of concern for the environment Just 
like Ibadan, but on a smaller scale, 
MeUanby created, from nothing, the 
laraest and most active laboratory of 
its kind in the country. 

MeUanby had a flair for pleasing 
politicians and other visitors to 
Monks Wood when he set our to use 
it; and he had an easy, attractive and 
personal style of lecturing. But he 


was constantly at loggerheads with 
pressure groups, particularly the 
amateur conservationists with their 
predictions of impending doom. At 
the same time he was a great admirer 
of the late Rachel Carson, (whose 
book. Silent Spring, had first 
prompted the outery against DDT) 
And he supported the theory of the 
effects of organochlorine insecticides 
on populations of peregrine falcons. 
Objective scientists disagreed with 
him on both matters: indeed, the 
Wilson Committee of the Depart¬ 
ment of Education and Science found 
the p eregr in e story unconvincing. 
But in the event Mellanbys Peso- 
tides and Pollution (1967) turned out 
to be the most wefl-balanoed account 
of the subject until 1972. When 
W. B. Yapp’s Production. Pollution, 
Protection appeared. 

MeUanby was president of the 
Institute of Biology, 1972-73, and an 
active member of several of its 
committees. 

After leaving Monks Wood. 
MeUanby became a consultant, edi¬ 
tor and writer. His advisory work on 
conservation, development and land 
changes for such diverse bodies as 
the World Bank and several minis¬ 
tries. took him to Korea, Peru and 
Australia. At the same time, his 
founder editorship of the journal 
Environmental Pollution kept him 
in touch with pollution research all 
over tile world. 

He wrote a dozen books. In Can 
Britain Feed Itself (1975) be argu 
that Britain could feed itself perfectly 
adequately and mainly on cereals, be 
self-sufficient and have land over to 
use in other ways, including nature 
conservation. His last book. 7 he 
DDT Story, (1992) brought him back 
to the research he had first done in 
the war. He was, to die last, 
fascinated in assessing the balance 
between the undoubted evils and the 
dear medical benefits of the use of 
DDT — and he always started his 
lectures on DDT by eating some, 
mudi to the horror of his audience. 

He married, first, Helen Neflson 
Dow. That marriage was dissolved. 
He is survived by Jean Copeland, 
whom he married in 1948, their son 
and a daughter from the first 
marriage. 


W. EDWARDS DEMING 



W. Edwards Denting, an 
American management 
expert whose 
revolutionary ideas were 
largely responsible for 
die postwar economic 
miracle in Japan, died in 
Washington on 
December 20 aged 93. He 
was born in Sioux City, 
Iowa, on October 14,1900. 

IFTHERE was ever a prophet 
without honour in his own 
country, h was Edwards 
Deming. His message was 
simple: treat workers as part¬ 
ners rather than adversaries; 
encourage them to use their 
minds as weU as their hands; 
concentrate cm quality produc¬ 
tion rather than quantity. 

Sensible though ft might 
seem, such a thesis was rank 
heresy to American manage¬ 
ment in the years that followed 
the Second World War. As 
inheritors of the only industri¬ 


al economy to survive the 
devastation intact, the Ameri¬ 
cans could sell all file goods 
their factories could produce: 
good. bad. or indifferent Im¬ 
proved quality, they believed, 
would only mean higher costs, 
and workers were there to 
work, not think. They refused 
to listen to Deming. Not so the 
Japanese. 

Ironically, Deming was ini¬ 
tially invited to Japan in 1950 
because industrialists there 
thought he could teach them 
the secrets of the industrial 
giant that had brought about 
their crushing defeat in the 
war. Lacking natural re¬ 
sources or a colonial empire, 
they knew they could only 
prosper by selling products on 
die world market Deming 
taught them how to do it, but 
the ideas were his own, not 
those of America. 

At the time Deming was an 
obscure statistician who just 
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Church services today 


BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL; 


__ ,_ 7.15 

7JO HC « Eft 5JO festival of 
Lessons and Carols; IIJO 

_tin M. Mlssa SaitCtl Joan nlsde 

Deo (Haydn). A spotless rose 
(Howells). InaaJd Jabllo (Pearsall). 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRA* 3 HC; 
11 CWD Send ce: 3 Carol Service: 3 E. 
Ireland In F. this is the truth sent 
from above (Uo>ti). 

CARLISLE, CATHEDRAL: 3 Children's 
Service; 630 Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols n 30 MkinJghl Bach. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL- B.IS 
HC fl-45 MR 4 Cii&Service; 3.15EP:6 
Festival or Nine Lessons • Carols; 
1130 Midnight M. The Bishop. 
Chester cathedral: 7.15 mp; 
7.45 HC4.15 Choral E, Peter Aston In 
F, O Utile town Of Bettiiettem (WSjrard 
Davies); 5.15 Crib Service: 1130 
Midnigh t each . 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL; 730 M; 
b HC; 4 .15 Blessing W the Crtto; 530 E, 
collegium Regale (Howenst Love 
tame down (Kuaefl. 10.45 VtaJ] of 
Music a Readi n gs, ii jo Midnight 
Etuh, Sumslon bt F. The Dean. 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 9 MR 12 
Litany erf Reconciliation; J2.10 C. 
12AO Midday ft 3J0 Famin'Carol 
Service: 5 Eft 7 A Liturgy for 

ctulstraas etc. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 7-30, 12J0 
HC; 9 MR 3 Festival of Nine Lessons 
and carols; 5.15 EP. 

ELY CATHEDRAL- 7.40M; 8 HC; 630 
~ Stanford in G, Glory to God 
elk 7 carol Sendee fl JO Eucft, 

_in B. Tne Lord Bishop. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 7.40 MR 8 
HC 5.15 Festival oTNlne Lessons with 
Carols; It JOS Each. Mess- de Min ait 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7,1 5. 8 HC; 
7.40 M;3.15E:4CarolService: IIJ«J 
Midnight Each. The Chancellor. 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 5-30 IB. 
New college Sejylce IHoweiU), The 
Lamb (Tavener): 6AS Blessing of the 
CriD: 11 jo Christmas Such. 
Cathedral Choir. 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL?. 7 JO Holy 

SOU 5 ™WARE Pe ^ n CATHEPRAL; 

- — Messe Oe 

Vldlstis 


7JO M; 8. I2J0 HC: 3 E; 4. Carol 
Service; U JO MM, Mlssa Brevis in C 
(MozarQ. The ven George Cassidy. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL Dundee: 
11 JOpm MM. Manor In d. in duld 
Jubllo (Pearsall). The Provost. 

ALL SOULS. Langhara Plane. Wl; 
11 JOpm C Serv. Rev 5 Woofcey. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Waivriclt 
Wl: lljopm carols. Mlssa 
NlcolaJ (HaydnL 
CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3: 8. 
I2J0. HC 10 ChlidrenTsovic*? 11 
M. Hodie Christos Narva Bst 
(SweeilncXJ, Bethlehem Down 
rwaxloctt. Sir Chrlstemas (Matthias). 
RevPElvy; 12.15 HC 
CROWN COURT CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND, Corent Gardes. WCU 
11 JOpm waicnnlght Sendee. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. 
Brompton Road. SWT. iiJCpro 
Midnight c Service. Rev Tom GUI tun. 
WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Methodist), SW1: UJOpm Candle¬ 
light C. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran}. 

g^wffcas^casi 

HC. Rev Ronald T&ngj umf 
ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
Smlthfleld, EC!: 11.45pm Midnight 
Choral Euch. Mlssa Brevis 
[Palestrina}. O magnum mystenum 
(Victoria), Rev Anthony Whiter. 

ST BRIDE'S. Flea Street. BC4: 
ll JOpm MM. Mnzaxtin a fiat. Carols. 
ST CLEMENT DANES: UJOpm*™. 
Messe dt Mlnuit iasaroenBej% Hodie 
Chrisms nano est (Oerarobaulfl. 
Prelude loaTe z>eum ichaipntler). 
ST COLDMBA’S CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND, Pont .Street SWJ: 
1 1 JOpm Candlelight Semen. 

ST ETHELDREDA'S, Ely PlACa 

esrnohis (palwrinaj. This day Christ 
was boro fflyrd), piece crorgue (Bach). 
ST IAMES-8. Sussex Gardens. W2: 


dnlght Such. Rev Derek Watson. 
MARK’S.^gevents Pwk WL NW\: 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY: .8 IteUO 

M: 12 Children's Crib Service; 3 JOE: 4 

Service of Lessons and carols; 11 JO 
Midnight Euch. Hie Dean- 

ocucvi toni fMWfgtoLj QvemJMlstb 
fttswres {Touienck votn xiuuma 

Sol^yillf.mdMM^lwnun^ 
iL Final symphonic 



Sj^fSdw^j^^m^Preiude 1 tnd 

Blessing of the Crib: 3 EP; 4 Festival of 

Nine Lessons a nd caro ls. _ 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL ClWVd! 7 

Festival of Nine Le^ansandClrolr. 
11.«5 Choral Euc h. S tanford toB Oat 
in the husk midwinter (DaiteJ, In 
DuldTubflo (Pearsall). 

11.30 Carols: Midnight 

Concdebieaied choral M. The 


Archbishop. 
ST PAUL'S 


CATHEDRAL London: 


MUn 

ST K._„__ 

11 JOpm mm. &fass in c (Mozart), 

Caros. Rev Joanna Tares., _ 

5T MARGARETS. Westminster. SWI: 
ll^Spm Midnight Euch. Missa 
brevis el soIemnisJnC (Mozan). O 
maentun mysteriom (PooIenQ. 

ST MARTIN-IN-THE4TE1DS. WC2: 
6.30 FamQy Carols; 11 30 mm. 

ST MARYS, Bourne StreetSWl: J1 JO 
carols and MM. Mlsa brevis In D 
(Mozan), Bishop of Fulham. 

ST MAJty-Tr&VIRCiN, Priaanw 
HID: 6 Cbristingje sendee: JiJO 
Midnight C, The War. 


ST PAUL'S. Wilton 
clUldren's Service. Re 

I up Solemn MWni 
BrevS In C (Mozan), 

Con maM. 

ST PETER'S. Eaton Square. SWU S 
CblktiwiT crib srivtoe H JO 
Procession and mm. Mlssa Sanaa 
Nicolai (Haydn). Ave vemm corpus 

(MCaaift Rw FT AMB Bu tL 
CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
YENCULA. HM Tower of London; 

II JOam Christmas HC. 

chapel royal Hampton Court 
Palace llpm MM. 

GROsmiOR chapel South AudJey 

StreeL Wl: I0.45om Carote 1. l.iS 
MM. St Nicholas Mas (Haydn! ih 
Duice JuWlo (Bam, Raw DYrKSbH 
Marsh. 

GUARDS CHAPEL. Wellington 
Barracks. SW]: 11 . 1 5pm Carols riJO 
Mldnl^u HC. Dote to F. The 
chaplain. 



happened to have conducted 
same research on quality- 
control methods during the 
war — which was what 
brought him to the attention of 
the Japanese. He delivered a 
series of lectures, arguing that 
most product defects were the 
result of management short¬ 
comings rather than the care¬ 
lessness of workers, and that 
designing better processes 
was superior to inspection 
after tiie fact 

Enlisting the efforts of will¬ 
ing workers to do things 
properly the first time, and 
giving them the right tools, 
said Deming, were better 
guarantees of quality than 
teams of inspectors. The ideas 
were eagerly embraced, and 
Japanese companies soon 
began achieving enormous 
commercial success. 

Deming became the best- 
known American in Japan 
after General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, and a prize was estab¬ 
lished in ltis name for 
companies that made the most 
striking advances in quality. 
Despite these achievements. 
Deming remained almost un¬ 
known in his native country, 
where management policies 
continued as before. 

But by the late 1970s, when 
the American consumer elec¬ 
tronics industry had been 
driven almost out of existence 
by such Japanese brands as 
Sony and Panasonic, and fuel- 
effident Japanese cars were 
beginning to crowd American 
roads, ft dawned on some 
companies that Deming might 
be right. 

One of the first to enlist his 
help was the Ford Motor 
Company, which was losing 
hundreds of millions of dol¬ 
lars. Visiting the firm’s Dear- 
bom headquarters in 1981, 
Deming shocked senior execu¬ 
tives by calling into question 
their entire corporate culture. 
But the bruised egos survived, 
and so did Ford, leading the 
American car industry in 
much-needed quality im¬ 
provements. 


Xerox followed suit, and so 
did many other leading corpo¬ 
rations. though Dealing's 
blunt approach and insistence 
on delivering his message 
exclusively to top manage¬ 
ment frequently gave offence. 
“Can you blame your competi¬ 
tors for your woes V he would 
ask them. "No. Can you blame 
the Japanese? No. You did it 
yourself." 

Under his guidance, com¬ 
panies which were prepared to 
listen began eliminating such 
cherished management per¬ 
quisites as private dining 
rooms and special parking 
spaces because, Deming said, 
workers found them offensive. 
Instead of production quotas 
and performance ratings. 
Deming urged a management 
philosophy based on co¬ 
operative problem-solving, ex¬ 
horting managers to “drive 
out fear from the workplace. 

A frugal man in his person¬ 
al life. Deming was a fanatical 
opponent of waste, and was 
known to date the eggs in bis 
refrigerator so that the oldest 
would be eaten first. Though 
he earned considerable sums 
in his later years, criss-cross¬ 
ing the United States to con¬ 
duct seminars until well into 
his nineties, he never estab¬ 
lished a formal organisation. 
Instead, he preferred to work 
on his own from an office in 
the basement of his modest 
Washington borne. 

Deming, whose (amity roots 
reached back to the Revolu¬ 
tionary War. grew up poor 
and worked at odd jobs while 
he studied engineering at the 
University of Wyoming. 

In the mid-193Qs, while 
working for the US Agricul¬ 
ture Department he took a 
years leave of absence to 
study statistics at the Univer¬ 
sity of London under Sir 
Ronald Fisher. It was this 
which led to his wartime 
work, helping military plan¬ 
ners to apply statistics to the 
production of supplies. 

Edwards Denting is sur¬ 
vived by two daughters. 


HANNAH STANTON 


Hannah Stanton, 
missionary and social 
worker, died in Esher, 
Surrey. <m December 9 
aged 80. She was born in 
Tcddingura. Middlesex, 
on November 30.1911 

HANNAH STANTON was 
an Anglican missionary, 
based in Pretoria, who briefly 
made the news in the early 
1960s after her ordeal at the 
hands of the South African 
government, when she was 
deponed from the country. 
She subsequently became one 
of the best assets of the anti- 
apartheid cause abroad. 

Her first visit to South 
Africa, in 1956, was intended 
to combine a holiday with a 
visit to her brother, who was a 
priest in the Community of foe 

Resurrection. As a result of 
that visit, she was asked to 
become warden of an Angli¬ 
can missionary settlement — 
Tumelong or “the place of 
faith** — in the sprawling 
black township of Lady 
Selbome on the edge of Pre¬ 
toria. Under Hannah Stan¬ 
ton's direction. Tumelong and 
its offshoots thrived. 

She had come to South 
Africa with an open mind, 
having read Trevor Huddles¬ 
ton’s book. Naught for your 
Comfort, but feeling that the 
picture it gave of the South 
African situation was exagger¬ 
ated. She later changed her 
mind on that, but her commit¬ 
ment to the anti-apartheid 
cause in those early days was 
a slight tme. She joined the 
liberal Party, though she 
seldom attended meetings, 
wrote a few fetters to the press 
protesting about police brutal¬ 
ity at a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion at Tumelong and once 
met the then ANC president. 
Chief LuthulL But, apart from 
her work at the mission, site 
took no part in public life. 

In the aftermath of the 
Sharpevflle massacre in 1960. 
however, the suspicions of the 
authorities began to fall indis¬ 
criminately on known white 
liberals. Hannah Stanton was 
visited by the police, who 
confiscated various pieces of 
unsensational literature and, 
a few days later on March 30, 
she was arrested in the middle 
of foe night She was detained 
with hundreds of others under 
foe state of emergency, and 
held for several weeks in 
solitary confinement. After¬ 
wards foe was allowed to 
share a cell with Helen Jo¬ 
seph. a campaigner on behalf 
of the ANC Through her. 
Hannah Stanton met Nelson 
Mandela, who was airing as 
an attorney for those who had 
been arrested for treason. 

After three months of this. 
Hannah Stanton’s presence 


became an embarrassment to 
foe South African govern¬ 
ment She was deported to 
England, without Dial, as an 
undesirable and banned from 
ever returning. Bade in Brit¬ 
ain she found that her ordeal 
had made her a celebrity. In 
addition to numerous tele¬ 
vision interviews and an ap¬ 
pearance on Panorama, she 
threw herself onto the public 
lecture circuit Her account of 
her time in South Africa. Go 
Well. Stefy Well, appeared in 
1961. 

A woman of strong Anglo- 
Catholic convictions. Hannah 
Margaret Stanton’s whole life 
had been one of service to 
others. After reading English 
at University College London, 
she worked as a hospital 
almoner in Liverpool. In 1945 
she enlisted with the Friends 
Relief Service, distributing 
food and clothes at refugee 
camps in Austria. She then 
considered joining Lilias Gra¬ 
ham’s pioneering social pro¬ 
gramme in the Gorbals 
district of Glasgow, bin in¬ 
stead took another degree, 
from Oxford, in theology. 

In 1962 Hannah Stanton 
returned to Africa, this time to 
Uganda as warden of Mary 
Stuart Hall — the women’s 
hall of residence at the Univer¬ 
sity of Makerere, Kampala. 
She stayed there for eight 
years, at a time, before Idi 
Amin came to power, when 
foe reputation of Makerere 
was second to none, and 
championed equal opportuni¬ 
ties for African women. 

On her return to England 
she moved back to her family 
home in Hampton Hill and 
became increasingly involved 
in the work of foe World 
Conference of Religions for 
Peace. Hannah Stanton trav¬ 
elled the world raising money 
for foe cause — the Far East, 
China, Australia and New 
Zealand. She was active in 
CND and foe anti-apartheid 
movement and was pleased, in 
her last years, to be able to 
return to South Africa. She 
never married. 



CDR RICHARD 
TORBOCK 


Commander Richard 
Torbock, wartime aircraft 
carrier captain, died on 
November 14 aged 89. He 
was born on January 27, 
1904. 

RICHARD TORBOCK served 
foe bulk of his war in two very 
different ships, the battleship 
Valiant, one of the Royal 
Navy’s stalwarts of First 
World War vintage, and foe 
aircraft carrier Chaser, hastily 
built for her Battle of the 
Atlantic role in American 
dockyards. 

He joined Valiant shortiy 
after the outbreak of war, in 
November 1939, and served in 
her for foe next two-and-a-half 
years. FOr much of this time, 
under her captain, the re¬ 
markable Bernard “Stormy’’ 
Rawlings, she was in foe thick 
of things; she covered the 
evacuation from Narvik dur¬ 
ing the Norwegian campaign, 
she was chi Atlantic and Arctic 
convoys and served in the 
Mediterranean. 

The operational “highlight" 
of this last period was un¬ 
doubtedly foe Battle of Cape 
Matapan, off the southern tip 
of Greece in March 1941, in 
which Italian naval power 


was decisively broken. 

A gunnery officer in one of 
Valiant's 15-inch gun turrets 
on that occasion, Torbock 
played his part in the devastat¬ 
ing broadsides which severely 
damaged the battleship 
Vittorio Veneto and sank 
three heavy and two fight 
cruisers. It was virtually the 
last formal surface fleet action 
in which the Royal Navy rook 
part Torbock was still in 
Valiant when she was repeat¬ 
edly attacked from the air 
during the evacuation of 
Crete. 

In July 1942 he was given 
command of HMS Chaser. 
one of foe “Woohvorfo" air¬ 
craft carriers which woe 
made available to the Royal 
Navy by foe US under the 
terms of Lend-Lease. Hastily 
converted from already exist¬ 
ing merchant ship hulls in 
American yards, ships like 
Chaser were an invaluable 
reinforcement to the thinly- 
stretched RN carrier force in 
the Battle of foe Atlantic, and 
Torbock commanded her con¬ 
stantly on Atlantic convoy 
duties until file end of tiie war. 

Thereafter he retired to 
farm in Westmorland, where 
he was a magistrate. 


OUR HOMELESS POOR . 

There are some among our many readers 
whose professional duties demand that they 
should be out late ar night. At that hour the 
time is past for impostors or beggars, and ihe 
outcasts who lie about, gathering warmth into 
groups of two and ihree as aurttmn wanes and 
the light winds grow chin, are a peculiar class 
who seldom beg and not more often steaL 
Many must have noticed how these people 
gradually vanish in winter, though iiot 
entirely so. fa- even on the rawest nights small 
groups of two or three may still be met— 
groups whose abjea misery softens evei the 
police, and they let them slumber on in 
doorways unmoiested. These are me m bers of, 
alas) too large a class, known as the hometess 

poor, and let those who wish to see both how 
they Hve and bow they suffer pass but one 
hour at the refuge for the destitute in Field- 
lane. 

As the dusk deepens they stink in from 
streets and byways, old men of 60 and 70. 
young boys-—ay, and even children, but all 
alike in misery,—feint, wet, and weary. 
They sit upon the sloppy ground in silence 
more Impressive than the lou d est oom ph i n is; 
or. if they speak ai all. ft is in whispers, for 
want and suffering have quailed their spirits, 
and they move with an abjea deference 


ON THIS DAY 
December 24 1858 


Ting time 

to describe the wretched conditions 
under which the homeless poor lived in 
Nth century London. 

painful to see from the paths of the very few 
who pass that way. As soon as a moderate 
number have collected the doors erf the n^bge 
are opened to its wretched tenants, and so 
remain open until the tittle cribs are Sled 
with their full number of300 outcasts. 

A difference is very property made between 
the treatment of foe men atri that of the 
women—foe latter, instead of lying an foe 
boards, have each a straw-stuffed mattress 
and extra rug. while, through the benevolmt 
ministry of some kind ladies, a large cup trf 
hot coffee is given to them with the Sctz loaf 
provided by foe refuge at night and moming. 


Fbr obvious reasons, too, it opens to receive its 
hapless victims as soon as darkness fells, for 
foe kind managers of foe refuge know what 
the law appears to be ignorant of. that it is 
dangerous to allow these famine dung and 
friendless girts upon tiie streets at night At 7, 
therefore (except those that work for the Jew 
slop bouses in Houndsditch). they are mostly 
ah assembled and sit women and chiklreax in 
two long rows drying flieir wretched gar¬ 
ments near the stove; so worn and feznished- 
loofcmg that it wrings the heart to see them 
crunching moodily together with the silence of 
exhaustion and despair upon them alL Ai Ihe 
first glance they seem to be all women of a 
middle age, but this is only ihe effect of care 
and hardship on their young frames, for a 
majority of them are under 20 , while but too 
many are mere children. Others come In by 
and by in twos and threes, walking heavfly 
and skmfy, with their worn dresses-—too 
tight and cool for summer wear—hardy 
covering their poor thin, forms. The last 
comers have been working at foe skip houses, 
where by incessant labour from 8 in foe 
morning tin 8 at night they can earn 2^d per 
day. finding their own cotton, needles, and 
tapes, and paying each td a week/or the use cf 
the room they work iru Why donf these people 
— the worifoouse indeed? WuuM tfay not if 
could? 
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Sinn Fein blow for peace initiative 


■ Martin McGuinness, a leading member of Sinn Fein, dealt 
a severe blow to John Major’s Northern Ireland peace initiative 
last night when he said the Downing Street declaration was too 
weak to persuade the IRA to end the violence. 

Mr McGuinness was speaking as the ISA announced a 72- 
hour holiday ceasefire.—Pages 1, IS 

Clinton business links investigated 

■ The American Justice Department is considering seeking a 

subpoena to force President Clinton and his wife Hillary, to 
release a key file on their links with a bankrupt Arkansas 
financier, according the The Wall Street Journal. The 
department is investigating the financier.—Pages 1, il 


Soldiers released 

Four patrolling British soldiers in 
Bosnia were kidnapped and re¬ 
leased by Muslims.Pages L 9 

Children held 

Gunmen in Rostov-on-Don took 
12 Russian schoolchildren and 
their teacher hostage and com¬ 
mandeered a helicopter to fly to 
Iran_Page I 

Joyful shepherds 

The Transport and General 
Workers's Union wants double¬ 
time-and-a-half for its shepherds 
on Christmas Day.Page 1 

Arts chief named 

Lord Gowrie, art dealer and for¬ 
mer arts ministers, is the new 
Arts COundl chairman— Page 3 

Holiday health 

About 1,500 stand-in doctors will 
run the Christmas health service 
for E650 each —Page 4 

Criminal record 

Duane Daniels. 19. drug addict 
and gang leader, was jailed for 10 
years for 959 crimes.Page 5 


Marines cleared 

Two marines who killed a Sinn 
Fein member in South Armagh 
were cleared of murder ...Page 2 

Coroner’s plea 

The Manchester coroner pleaded 
to those shielding the killers of 
Benji Stanley, 14. of Moss Side, to 
name them__-Page S 

New Haiti threat 

Haiti has been threatened with 
tougher sanctions without a re¬ 
turn to democracy_Page II 

Killer floods 

At least five people have died and 
thousands moved from their 
homes in Germany after more 
flooding--Page 9 

Russian pacts 

Russia and Turkmenistan have 
signed pacts cm dual erfeenship 
and bolder defence-Page 9 

Wind chill 

Gales have closed three of Brit¬ 
ain's biggest wind-power forms, 
triggering fears that they are tech¬ 
nically unsound_Page 7 


Bigger home from home in the desert 


Rising 30 storeys above the Nevada desert, the new$l billion 
(£660 million) MGM Grand hotel, casino and theme park in 
Las Vegas is aimed at the family, not just high-rolling 
gamblers. It has 18,000 doors. 5,005 rooms and some suites are 
three times the size of the average family home.Page 11 



The bustle of Oxford Street in London yesterday typifies the Christmas shopping rush throughout Britain. Reports pages 3 ,6 


Lloyd’s: The insurance market yes¬ 
terday admitted that virtually every 
name had been offered the wrong 
amount of compensation as part of 
the £900million settlement plan. In 
the latest setback to its credibility. 
Lloyd's said that it had brought in a 
team of accountants for a week to 
recalculate the details of die settle¬ 
ment which is intended to end a 
mass of legal actions-Page 19 

Airways: Growing tension between 
Britain and American aviation 
officials was underlined as the US 
allowed British Airways and 
USAir, its American associate, to 
fly as one airline into 28 US dtxes— 
but for just three more 
months-Page 19 

Markets: The FT-SE100 Index rose 
40.8 points to dose at 3396.5, a fresh 
closing high. Sterling's trade- 
weighted index rose from 81.4 to 
81.7 after a rise hum $1.4935 to 
$1.5025 and from DM25412 to 
DM25479_Pages 1,19.22 


Motor racing: Ferrari seem dose to 
mounting a realistic Formula One 
challenge for 1994 with a settled 
driver lineup and a new car that is 
performing impressively in 
testing-Page 28 


Rugby Union: Had Canada faced 
any of the top five dubs in Wales 
instead of the national team, they 
might have been put in their place. 
Gerald Davies on a conundrum for 
the Welsh selectors_Page 31 


Cricket Martin BickneU returned 
from injury to take two for 29 as 
England A notched a seventh 
successive victory, beating a West¬ 
ern Province side by 19 runs in 
Cape Town_Page 32 


Football: John Fashanu will find 
oirt today if he is to be charged over 
the incident that left Gary Mab- 
butt, the Tottenham player, with 
severe ferial injuries. An FA com¬ 
mission of enquiry adjourned after 
a four-hour meeting without reach¬ 
ing a decision_Page 32 


Little town of Bedlam: Paul Honey 
an a theatrical miracle-Page 1 

Where bourbon ts king: Denis 
Archdeacon on die intoxicating 
pleasures of Kentucky_Page 2 

A clockwork package: The world's 
finest railway took Nigel William¬ 
son to the birthplace of Alpine 
skiing---Page 2 


Christmas preparations: Times 
staff outline their holiday peace¬ 
keeping initiatives_Page 3 

Serious treats: Frances Bissefl* 
glamour dishes with caviare, 
champagne and oysters_Pages 

Shepherds of Hoy: A carol by Sir 
Peter Maxwell Davies and George 
Mackay Brown__Page 7 


Thinking Christmas: Two pages of 
quizzes, puzzles and games for after 
dinner-Pages 8 ,9 

And altar all: Head for the shops 
with two pages guiding you to sales 
around the country_Pages 12.13 


Why the risk?: The Valerie Grove 
interview with Sally Becker on why 
she puts her life on the line in 
Bosnia-Page 13 


Christmas lean Margot Norman 
on why it is not always better to 
give than to receive_Page 13 

Holiday reading: Famous people 
make their selection-Page 12 


Star Trek to Scrooge: The actor 
Patrick Stewart in all 40 roles in a 
one-man production of Dickens's 
A Christmas Carol at the Old Vic 
from Tuesday-.-Weekend page 18 
Babes and beauties: Lynne Truss 
reviews the final instalment of 
Hollywood Women and Channel 
4"s The Babe Business, or die mod¬ 
el trade - Weekend page 18 

Offenbach revived: The Bastille 
Opera in Paris stages a revival of 
Offenbach's operetta Les 
Brigands -Weekend page 18 


The stunning emotional power of 
Porgy and Bess is intact (BBC2, 

Boring Day. 550pm)-Page 3 

John Gielgud on his part in Qie. 
khovs Swan Song (C4, Christmas 
Day, 850pm)--Page 4 



The word made flesh 

Incarnation is the shocking centre 
of Christian faith, which dares to 
claim that in a single human life 
the Creator knew his creation from 
the inside_-Page 15 


Lord of arts 


Lord Gowrie must trumpet the in¬ 
trinsic value of the arts, and infuse 
his political masters with his own 
cultural fervour-Page is 


Partridge In a pear tree 

Who would need all those OFassoi- 
ed lards moulting and squawking, 
the lords hirpling around with 
sprained ankles?-Page 15 



BERNARD LEVIN 

Bachelors are very welcome at 
Christmas. Consider thevery act of 
giving presents: somewhere is a 
resonating image, of gokl. frankin¬ 
cense and myrrh_Page14 

JANET BUSH 

John Major missed the point when 
he said universal nursery educa¬ 
tion must remain an ambition 
because the government lacks 
resources_Page 14 


Fears of fall in ordained strength of 
the Church of England._Page 15 


Gerry Adams is disingenuous 
when he asks for unconditional 
talks and yet suggests that a release 
of IRA prisoners may be a condi¬ 
tion of those talks 

Los Angeles Time^. 
The White House needs to atone far 

months of casuistry by releasing all 
relevant documents [removed from 
Vincent Foster's office] 

The New York Times 
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A bottle of Krtockando. a superb Speyside Single Malt Scotch 
whisky uniquely bottled only when as its peak of perfection 
rather than at a predetermined age, together with a 
beautifully crafted stationery rack, will be given for the first 


five correct solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times, Saturday Crossword Competition. PO Box 486. Virginia Street, London El 
9DD. The winners and solution will be published not Saturday. 


Name/Address 



ACROSS 

I Having done half aU-tum getting 
to the correct viewpoints {25,6). 

9 Crazy turn after heel to port (9). 

10 A fine swindle 15). 

II A battle for the chair, perhaps (5). 

12 What women must do while men 
work? (4). 

13 Succeeded with the standard 
argument (4). 

15 Sample popular drink inside the 
House, perhaps (7). 

17 Totters out going foster than 
before (7). 

18 Female bishop was first to be 
authorized (7). 

20 Catch badly missed? Not half, he 
got a run! (7). 

21 Love needed in order to be a 
musician (4). 

22 Treatment beginning for reg¬ 
istered drug addict (4). 

23 Admit a novice of less than 
average height (5). 

26 Cook in pan (5). 

27 Strange instances happening 
repeatedly (9). 

28 Perfect interpreiation of Bach 
opera, gripping throughout ( 5 , 8 ). 


DOWN 

1 Generally a sign of error by the 
committee (655). 

2 Regarded as part of elaborate 
deception (5). 

3 Young composer, not yet deveL 
oped ( 10 ). 

4 Appallingly wet day hides island 
in the Channel (7). 

5 Issues a book (7). 

6 Weak fabric (4). 

7 Sailor preferred over soldiers to 
make explosive (9). 

8 Half the crew made outstanding 
deal on tear of duty (95). 

14 In Paris, very dated tourist centre 
for the unwelcome visitor (ICQ. 

16 Very soon desert a lover (9). 

19 Intend to have time in New York 
to eat outside (7). 

20 Remarkable occurrence left 
America almost in chaos (7). 

24 A spike setup for a climber (5). 

25 Rise and fofl of die Holy Roman 
Emperor (4). 


For the latest region by region fore¬ 
cast, 24 hours a day, dial 0891 500 
followed by the appropriate coda 

Greater London..._____701 

KenLSuney,SusseK-702 

Dorast, Hants & tOW_ 703 

Devon & Cornwall_704 

Wilts, Qouca Avon.Soms__- 705 

BericiBucks.Oxon - 706 

BedsJ-terts & Essex--707 


Norfoflc,SulfoOc,Canibs---706 

West Md&Stft Glam & Gwent_706 

Shrops,Heretos&Worcs- 710 

Central Midlands_711 


EastMdtands. 


_712 


Lines & Humberside-713 

714 

715 


Dyted & Powys— 

Gwynedd&Owyd 
NW England- 

W & S Yorks & Dates_717 


.— 716 


NE 


,718 


& Lake District-719 

SW Scotland_720 

W Central Scotland-721 

Edit S Rfe/Lottsan & Borders-722 

E Central Scotland-723 

Granwtan & E Highlands_724 

NW Scotland_725 


Caithness,Orkneys Shetland-726 

N Ireland---727 


WealhercSS fe charged at 36p per minute 
(cheap rata) and 48p per minute at ail 
other - 



For the latest AA traffic and road¬ 
works information, 24 hours a day, 
dial 0336 401 followed by the 
appropriate coda 
London & SE traffic, roadworks 

Area within M25- 731 

Essn/HertWBedsIBucksmerf(s/D3(on732 

KsmfSuney/Sussex/Hants-734 

M25 London Orbital only-736 


National traffi c a nd roadworks 
National motorways. 

West Countiy- 

Wales- 


.737 

.73a 


Midlands. 


—.739 

.740 


EastAngSa-741 

Northwest England-742 

North-east England-743 

Scotland-744 
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AA Roadwatch is charged at 36p per 
minute (cheep rate) and 48p per minute 
at Mother fines. 


Winners of last Saturday’s compe¬ 
tition are: WJ Sharp. Friars Quay, 
Norwich; D Howarth, Granby 
Mount. Headingley. Leeds; L H 
Felce , Rotherfield Road, Carshal- 
ton, Surrey: D J Frye, Long Lane, 
Newport, Isle of Wight; M Moss. 
Elwell Street. Upwqy. Weymouth. 
Dorset 
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TOOTHACHE IN 
TAHITI? 

The Providcntal Denial 
Plan pays for 
emergency treatment 
anywhere in the world- 

vncmdental 

Personal Dental Plan 

Fra»Tbg mwn fto. i 4 ra t fa wtk iai 

FREECALL 0500 43 93 23 


Much of Scotland win be 
snowy. Northern I reland and 
the north and west of England and Wales will be showery with 
some sunshine and snow mainly on hills. Southeast Britain will 
have rain or sleet at first, but should brightenup. The south will be 
very windy at first Some roads will be icy. Outlook: many places 
bright crisp and frosty. Eastern England win have some snow on 
Christmas Day, and the west may have rain or sleet on Sunday. 
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Festive cheer for shares as markets break records 
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Bv Michael Clark 
and Saba McConnell 

EUROPEAN stock markets were 
scaling new heights at the start of the 
festive season, as investors went on a 
massive spending spree. The London 
stock market soared to its highest lev¬ 
els ever, with the FT-SE 100 index 
breaching the 3.400 level, before dos¬ 
ing 40.8 points vtp at a record high of 
33965. That brings the rise on the 
week, so far, to almost 60 points. 

A total of 885 mEiian shares 
changed hands, as investors took the 
view that another half-point cut in 
bank base rates may be on the way. 
Traders in London are now forecast¬ 
ing that the equity market win trade 
higher in the short term, reaching the 


3300 level before the year-end. The 
rise in London was mirrored on the 
Paris Bourse where the Cac index 
surged 17.16 to a dosing high of 
2343.02. In Fhankfurt, the Dax rose 
17.16 to 2327X19. Swiss shares also 
readied record levels and strong 
gai ns we re recorded in Brussels and 
Amsterdam. 

Meanwhile, the Council of Mort¬ 
gage Lenders (CML) said the housing 
market was set to pick up next year, 
after a flat 1993. Lenders are predict¬ 
ing price rises of between 3 and 5 per 
cent, the CML added. 

Lenders contacted by the CML say 
a 10 per cent increase in the number 
of housing transactions "should not 
be dismissed”. This will push up 
property prices. But claims that 


prices will rise by 10 per cent next 
year were rejected as ‘^mrealistkr’. 
Writing in Mortgage Monthly. 
CML’s newsletter, Bev Eldridge, an 
economist, says buyers are now likely 
to be encouraged into the market 
because house prices have stabilised 
during 1993. and many will deride 
there is no point waiting for them to 
faH further. Mortgage rates are also 
at their lowest level since the mid- 
1960s. arid houses are now more af¬ 
fordable than at any time since 1965. 

The number of people with mort¬ 
gages worth more than the value of 
the property has also fallen during 
1993, making it easier for people 
previously trapped in their homes to 
trade up. Mrs Eldridge said. Figures 
from the Bank of England suggest 


that the number of borrowers with 
negative equity fell from a peak of U 
million in the first quarter of 1993 to 
13 million by the third quarter. The 
amount of negative equity fell from 
£11.7 billion to £73 billion. 

Fears of unemployment mav also 
be receding. Mrs Eldridge said: The 
improvement in job prospects will 
ultimately begin to reduce fears of 
unemployment This is good news for 
the housing market as it has proved a 
big stumbling block to recovery 
throughout the early 1990s.” 

However, many home owners and 
potential first-time buyers are still 
“suffering from post-recession jit¬ 
ters", Mrs Eldridge said. T3x in¬ 
creases in the two 1993 Budgets will 
soon start to bin. On top of this. 
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Lloyd’s admits 
£22m errors 
in names deal 
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By Sarah Bagnall 

INSURANCE 

CORRESPONDENT 

LLOYD’S of London yes¬ 
terday admitted that virtu¬ 
ally every name had been 
offered the wrong amount 
of compensation in the 
market’s £900 million set¬ 
tlement plan. 

In the latest setback to its 
credibility, Lloyd’s said that it 
had brought in a team of 
accountants for a week to 
recalculate the details of the 
settlement, which is intended 
to put an end to a mass of legal 
actions. 

Less than three weeks after 
unveiling its offer. Lloyd's has 
had to admit that it has offered 
13500 names too little and 
9300, too much. The biggest 
error was an under-offer of 
£90,000. dosety followed by 
one of between E85XXX) and 
£90J)00. A further seven 
names have been sent letters 
offering them more than 
£55.000 too little. 

At foe other end of foe 
spectrum are two names who 
have been offered £40.000 too 
much. Another four names 
will see their offers drop by 
between £30,000 and £35.000 
and 12 names will suffer cuts 
of between £25,000 and 
£30,000. 

David Rowland, the chair¬ 
man of Lloyd's, said he expect¬ 
ed names to be “irritated" by 
foe mistake, which he said 
had been made by corporation 
staff. “But we are not looking 
at anybody and saying: ‘You 
got it wrong’," he added, 
“because we didn’t set up a 
system to prevent it from 
happening.” 

The mistake, which involves 
the reallocation of £22 million 
of the £900 million offer, was 
discovered after numerous 
phone calls to the Lloyd's 
settlement offer helpline. 
Names' concerns centred on 
four syndicates: Merreft syn¬ 
dicates 418 and 42] and Mac¬ 
millan syndicates 80 and 843. 

Mr Rowland said that on 
Thursday last week, it had 
become apparent that there 
was a problem. “We invited in 
Coopers & Lybrand, foe ac¬ 
countants; the)' started work 
that evening and reported to 
the council on Wednesday.” 

The error occurred when 
information was passed from 
one project group working on 
the settlement offer to another. 
The recipient group then 
made a calculation that had 


■ David Rowland, chairman of Lloyd's, 
offered an explanation, not an excuse, for 
mistakes made in calculating the offer of 
compensation to 22,000 names 


already been made. “It’s an 
explanation, not an excuse.” 
Mr Rowland said. Christo¬ 
pher Stockwell, chairman of 
Lloyd'S Nanus Associations 
Working Party, the umbrella 
organisation for all foe action 
groups, said: ‘Thames can 
have no confidence that the 
new calculation is any more 
correct than the previous one." 
He added that inaccuracies 
were “likely to add up to a 
larger sum” than die £22 
milli on calculated by Lloyd’s. 

Michael Deeny. chairman 
of the Goode Walker Action 
Group, agreed. “Other errors 
exist," he said. “I refused to 


-. ,r£VaUiSitl 


Rowland: names‘irritated” 

sign the financial panel report 
partly because I felt that iTwas 
rushed and I repeatedly 
warned Lloyd’s that they 
would get their calculations 
wrong." 

As a result of the errors, 
Lloyd's has to send out a new 
batch of letters to names, 
informing them of changes to 
their offers. A total of 10,665 
names will be offered up to 
£2.000 more; 6331. up to 
£2,000 less. The change from 
the original offer is more than 
10 per cent for 4360 of the 
13300 names who were of¬ 
fered too little, and for 5308 of 
the 9300 who were offered too 
much. 

Loyd'S, which intends to 
send the new offers out by next 
Wednesday, has already re¬ 
ceived acceptances and rejec¬ 
tions from names but these 


can be changed as a result of 
foe errors. For those names 
who have had their offers 
increased, foe original re¬ 
sponse will stand unless they 
notify Lloyd’s- Names who 
have had their offers cut have 
to reply again: 

John Mays, deputy chair¬ 
man of foe Merrett418 Action 
Group, said: is sad to see 
that Lkryd5 cannot get then- 
figures right Ibis is the same 
old taftfy sliced in a different 
way. It will bring no Christ¬ 
mas cheer to Lloyd's names. 
Lloyd's should with dra w this 
offer and start again with 
something more realistic.” 

However, Mr Rowland took 
the opportunity to reiterate 
that the offer would not be 
increased: “We are not playing 
games when we say we can’t 
offer any more — we mean it 
There is an impression thatwe 
are in some form of negotia¬ 
tion at the moment We are 
not Neither are we in any 
form of fight” 

Mr Rowland said he was 
confident that all errors had 
been discovered. “There is 
nothing else that we can spot 
of the same nature. We have 
not had any more concerns 
raised on foe helpline and 
perhaps the membership is 
foe best auditor of this." 
Overall, Lloyd's has received 
more than 700 calls to its 
helpline. 

Of the £22 rraDton realloca¬ 
tion. £500.000 is bang 
knocked off foe £25 million 
offer to names an Wellington 
syndicate 406, the bulk of foe 
balance being redistributed 
among names on syndicates 
418,421, SO and 843. 

Mr Rowland said: The 
bulk of the redistribution is 
between the four long-tail 
syndicates but. as a result, 
there is a very small knock-on 
effect of £1 million which 
affects other names." 

Most of the 30 action groups 
involved in the offer are meet¬ 
ing their names in the new 
year to debate the offer and to 
vote <m whether tp accept it 
Most of the meetings are 
planned to take place between 
January 14 and January 23 — 
a week before foe deadline set 
by Lloyd’s fra: acceptances. 
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subsidies which have reduced foe 
cost of home ownership, such as tax 
relief on mortgage interest, are being 
cut Income support to cover mort¬ 
gage interest is also being scaled 
back. Lenders, badly bitten by the 
housing slump, are now requiring 
borrowers to save larger deposits. 

Adrian Coles, the CML’s director- 
general, said: “There is no doubt now 
that foe housing market is on its way 
to recovery. This recovery may be 
gradual and undraraatic but, provid¬ 
ed interest rates remain low, foe 
prospects for 1994 look brighter than 
for several years for both lenders and 
homebuyers." 

Slock markets, page 22 
Tempos, page 23 


Christmas 
credit card 
spending 
‘modest’ 

By Saba McConnell 

PERSONAL FINANCE 
CORRESPONDENT 

PRE-CHRISTMAS credit 
card spending has been mod¬ 
est tfcos year, according to 
Bardaycand. the country’s 
largest credit issuer. Its 
cardholders have so far spent 
only 8 per cent more this 
December than they did last 
year. The firm said a “mini¬ 
surge" last weekend, when 
cardholders spent 15 per cent 
more than they did at the same 
time in 1992. had not made 
much differoice. 

Liz Phillips, at the Credit 
Card Research Group 
(CCRG). is more optimistic. 
She said: “Last year, everyone 
said no one was spending, but 
at foe last minute there 
seemed to be a surge.” Spend¬ 
ing on all cards was 25 per 
cent higher in December 1992 
than it had been in the 
preceding 11 months. Ms Phil¬ 
lips said: “It is likely to be 
quite high this December.” 

Card spending tins Novem¬ 
ber was well up an October, , 
indicating some optimism 

S hoppers, she said, 
on hems such as 
drink was up 22 per 
cent in department stores it 
rose 21 per cent and on 
records, toys, perfume and 
antiques, it was up 35 per cent 
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Despite appearances at Lloyd’s, critics can see no Christinas cheer for names in the new offer 

BA-U S Air code sharing 
is extended until March 


From Philip Robinson in new York 


GROWING tension between 
Britain ami American aviation 
officials was underlined as the 
US allowed British Airways 
and USAir, its American asso¬ 
ciate, to fly as one airline into 
28 US cities — but oily until 
March. 

The approval is an exten¬ 
sion of an earlier code-sharing 
permission granted for just six 
months and due to expire on 
January 14. Traditionally. 


stock market > 


thepound 


these agreements are given for 
a year at a tune. 

Britain threatened to ban 
some flights into Heathrow if 
the BA code-sharing arrange¬ 
ment was not extended. BA 
now has code-sharing flights 
into 66 US cities and wants to 
add 40 before November next 
year. 

This week, senior executives 
of the US Transport and State 
Departments said privately 
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that they might not give 
further code-sharing approv¬ 
als and might even rescind 
existing BA-USAir arrange¬ 
ments unless Britain allowed 
more access to Heathrow for 
American carriers. 

The extension — believed to 
be the shortest time for which 
US transport officials have 
granted such permission — 
expires on March 17. around 
the first anniversary of BA’s 
initial $400 million invest¬ 
ment in USAir, and foe date 
mi which it had been hoped 
that Britain and the US would 
agree a new international 
agreement that governs routes ' 
and airport access between the 
countries. 

These talks virtually broke 
down this month and no firm 
dates have been agreed for a 
resumption. 

Meanwhile: increased com¬ 
petition is on the way from 
United Airlines after board 
approval of a $5 bflfion 
buyout ^This will give unions a 
S3 per cent stake fit exchange 
for wage concessions that 
analysts say will allow fore 
prices to faH Union rank and 
ffie and shareholders have still 
to approve foe buyout. 



Christmas sales have 
been overtaken by end 
of season sales, mid- 
season sales and 
permanently low prices 
in the shops 
Page 23 


DEBTS DOWN 

Y J Lovell, the builder, 
announced a 
restructuring to bring 
debts down from 400 
per cent of 
shareholders'funds 
Page 21 


MELTDOWN 



The leading French ice 
cream company that 
Unilever, foe consumer 
products group, 
acquired on Monday, 
announced losses 
Page 21 


DRAWN DOWN 

Basic rate taxpayers 
with Tessas may be 
losing more than £300 
in tax benefits because 
of customer 
misunderstanding 
Page 21 


| BELL ATLANTIC 

SALES 
1 CORPORATION 

• Specialists in 

aircraft financing 

Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales Corporation 
structures and invests in single investor 
and leveraged leases for a variety of lajge 
ticket items: 

• AIRCRAFT (76Ts and MD-SO's among 
others) 

• OIL DRILLING EQUIPMENT 

• COMPUTERS 

• CONTAINERS 

• CONSTRUCTION AND CAPITAL 
EQUIPMENT 

In addition, Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales 
Corporation, provides general equipment 
leasing services, in the small ticket and 
middle market areas for vendors and users 
of coiners, telecommunications and data 
processing systems, and a wide range of 
other income producing equipment 

For information on the services 
available from Bell Atlantic Foreign Sales 
Corporation, please write to 

BELL ATLANTIC FOREIGN SALES ' 

CORPORATION 

Suite 203, Citibank B uildin g 

Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, 

U.S. Virgin Islands 00801 
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Airlines 
in US 
dive to 
$lbn loss 

By Our City Staff 

AMERICAN airlines face a 
collective loss of about $1 
billion this year, bringing total 
losses during the current bad 
run of years to more than $11 
billion, according to the Wash¬ 
ington-based Air Transport 
Association. 

Fierce price competition, the 
rescue of effectively bankrupt 
airlines through Chapter 11 
proceedings, and innovative 
cost-cutting deals have pre¬ 
vented the airline industry 
horn returning to overall prof¬ 
it, despite the economic recov¬ 
ery in America. 

The association said more 
than 60.000 airline and 
aircraft manufacturing work¬ 
ers had been laid off this year. 
Thousands more fear they 
may lose their jobs in 1994. 

In response to persistent 
lasses across the industry, a 
coalition of companies and 
trade associations is lobbying 
to secure tax relief for airlines 
and the reform of the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

United Airlines, the board 
of which approved a $5 billion 
deal on Wednesday that will 
enable the company's employ¬ 
ees to buy a majority stake, is 
awaiting approval bum 
unions by the end of next 
month. The deal is expected to 
be concluded in March. 

□ British Midland Airways 
said it was taking over the 
London-Bergen and Glasgow- 
Copenhagen routes of its 
minority shareholder, Scandi¬ 
navian Airlines System (SAS). 
SAS holds a 34.9 per cent stake 
in Airlines of Britain Hold¬ 
ings, British Midland’s 
parent 


Elliott fights theft charges 
and Bond era nears end 


■ A defiant John Elliott protests his 
innocence and, amid allegations of a wider 
conspiracy, claims the fight against 
Australia's crime authority is far from over 


By Colin Narbrough 


THE ignominious fall of John 
Elliott and Alan Bond, two of 
Australia’s once all-conquer¬ 
ing beer barons, has been 
i brought back into harsh focus 
by a A$65J5 million (£30 
million) theft action against 
Mr Elliott and the appoint¬ 
ment of a liquidator for tat¬ 
tered remnants of Mr Bond’s 
empire. 

In Melbourne magistrates' 
court yesterday, Mr Elliott 
and two of his ex-executives. 
Ken Jarrett and Peter Camra, 
were charged with the theft of 
the money, which was paid in 
the late eighties from the funds 
of Elders IXL, his brewing and 
agricultural group, to Equiti- 
corp of New Zealand through 
what the prosecution 
described as bogus foreign 
exchange transactions, 
masked as losses and gains. 
Mr Elliott, a former president 
of Australia's Liberal Party, 
and his two co-defendants 
have pleaded Innocent to the 
charges. 

The former beer baron, who 
changed Elders’ name to Fos¬ 
ter's after acquiring the best- 
known Australian lager 
brand, has gone further, ac¬ 
cusing the National Crime 
Authority (NCA) and Victoria 
state’s director of public prose¬ 
cutions of waging a vendetta 
against him as part of a 
grander political conspiracy. 

Since September, Mr Elliott 
has been trying to prevent the 


NCA from bringing the theft 
charges against him, but his 
efforts faffed when the high 
court in Sydney refused yester¬ 
day morning to extend tempo¬ 
rary injunctions. 

A defiant Mr Elliott who 
has waged a battle with the 
legal authorities for the past 
four years, accused the NCA 
and the public prosecutor's 
office of “illegal behaviour” 
and said the fight was “far 
from over”. 

Ln Adelaide, the supreme 
Goun of South Australia 
brought Mr Bond's collapsed 
brewuig-to-media empire a 
key step closer to termination 
with the appointment of Rich¬ 
ard England, director of cor¬ 
porate recovery and insol¬ 
vency at Ernst & Young, the 
accountancy group, as Liqui¬ 
dator of Southern Equities 
Corporation, the successor 
company to Bond Corporation 
Holdings. 

Mr England plans to meet 
the company's directors in 
Perth today to request a report 
to help him to establish the 
present fi nancial position of 
Southern Equities, which has 
been under an administrator 
since 1991. He will also ensure 
that its remaining assets and 
records are safe. 

Mr Bond was declared 
bankrupt and served three 
months in jail for dishonesty 
after severing his links with 
Bond Corporation in 1990. 
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John Elliott is defiant over the £30m theft action 


Signs of 
strength 
in US 
economy 

By Our Cmr Staff 


STRONG November demand 
for cars and aircraft pushed 
orders for expensive durable 
goods up for the fourth consec¬ 
utive month in the US. 

Americans’ incomes and 
spending also rose, the Com¬ 
merce Department reported. 
This is ejected to push the 
economy towards a strong 
I dosing quarter. 

Orders rose by 2 per cent to 
a seasonally adjusted $139.4 
billion, after a 2.6 per cent 
October gain, completing the 
brat string of rises in more 
than six years. 

Consumer spending, which 
has boosted the economy 
throughout the year, rose for 
the eighth consecutive month 
in November. 

In its report on income and 
spending, the department said 
spending rose by 0.4 per cent 
during the month, after an 
increase of 0.S per cent in 
October. 

Income from all sources, 
induding wages, rents and 
dividends, gained for a fourth 
month in a row. It was up by 
0.6 per cent, after a 0.7 per cent 
October increase. 

Analysts expect the econo¬ 
my to grow at a 4 per cent 
annual rate in the fourth 
quarter, partly driven by 
strong consumer spending. 
Gross domestic product grew 
at a 2.9 per cent annual rate 
during the third quarter. 

Sales of US-made cars and 
light trucks have risen sharply 
and orders for transportation 
goods rose by 5.7 per cent in 
November, accounting for 
more than half the total gain 
in durables orders. 
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British Gas quiet on 
Belgian ambitions 

BRITISH Gas acknowledged a close interest in the 
privatisation of a 50 per cent Belgian government stake in 
Distrigaz, the Belgian gas distribution monop oly, but 
declined to confirm that it had made an offer. Belgian 
ministers are expected to meet early in the new year to 
consider offers for NationaJe Investeringsmaatscbap- 
pij7Sotiti£ Nationale & llnvestissement (N1M/SNT). 
which counts the Distrigaz stake as its main asset. 

“We are always interested in investment opportunities," 
a British Gas spokesman said. "We are watching the situa¬ 
tion closely." Rival investment groups are reported to have 
submitted offers of up to £335 mfllion. The possible level of 
any British Gas offer remains unclear. A successful bid 
would make British Gas the largest shareholder in 
Distrigaz, followed by Tractebd, the energy group, with 33 
per cent and Shell Belgium with more than 16 per cent 

WBB chairman goes 

DR INGRAM Lenton steps down today as chairman of 
Watts Blake Bearne, a Devon-based company that extracts 
and processes ball and clay, sand and gravel. Earlier 
this year. WBB repelled an £87 million takeover bid from 
Sibelco, a Belgian sand producer. Dr Lenton, who is 
retiring because of iff health, is succeeded by Michael 
Beckett, the deputy chairman. Sibelco, which has 46.7 per 
cent of WBB following the abortive bid. is tightening its 
grip. Jacques Ernsens, an SCR-Sflbelco executive, is joining 
his father, S tanislau s Ernsens, as a non-executive director. 

Borden denies talks 

SHARES of Borden, (he American food and chemicals 
group, lost almost 13 per cent in two days, after the com¬ 
pany denied it was in talks about a sale or merger. Han¬ 
son. the Anglo-American conglomerate, Unilever, the 
Anglo-Dutch food group, and Philip Morris, the US food 
and tobacco group, were said to have been talking. Borden 
shares lost a further 50 cents to $16.75, valuing the 
company at $2.4 billion. Borden, which last week 
dismissed its chairman and chief executive, said it would 
unveQ a restructuring plan in the new year. 

Expamet shares hit 

SHARES in Expamet International the building, industri¬ 
al and security components supplier, fell Up to 58p after the 
company said mar ket conditions had worsened for its 
continental European operations. Expamet said farther 
reorganisation and rationalisation had been undertaken 
in response. The additional measures will increase the 
total cost of such programmes in 1993 to £2.1 million, 
including £1.7 milli on of redundancy costs. The number of 
employees is bring reduced by over 150, to bring savings of 
more than £3 million. 

Star expands in India 

STAR Television, the Hong Kong satellite broadcaster that 
is 64 per cent owned by Hie News Corporation, ultimate 
owner of The Times, has bought a 49.9 per cart stake in 
Asia Today, the Indian broadcaster of the ZEE TV Hindi 
language channel. Star said the Investment for an 
undisclosed sum, would raise its share of prime time view¬ 
ing in Indian homes that receive cable TV to more than 50 
percent Sam Chisholm, a News Corp board director, said: 
“With the existing Chinese channel, two of Star's six 
channels will now be broadcast in Asian languages." 

Caim sells NZ assets 

CAIRN Energy, the independent ofl and gas explorer, has 
sold some of its New Zealand assets for £1.7 mfflioiL The 
group's 1335 per cent interest in licence PPL38706 and its 
534 per cent stake in licence PPL38707 will be acquired 
jointly by Petrocoip Exploration and Southern Petroleum 
(Ohanga). Cairo will retain a 26.7 per cent interest in 
licence PPL38702. covering the onshore Taranaki Basin. 
Bfl] GammeU, the group’s chief executive, said the assets 
sold had become "less material following the growth of 
other areas of our business”. 

Lusty buys for £3.6m 

JOHN Lusty, the US M-quoted food importer and 
distributer, is buying Trustro-Kerwood, a speciality foods 
distributor, for £3.64 million. The deal, which depends on 
Trustin achieving pre-tax profit of £435400 for the nine 
months to December 31, wm be funded by the issue of up to 
60.7 million shares, representing 61 per cent of the store 
capital of the enlarged group. Trustin made pre-tax profits 
of £182,000 on sales of £8.4 million in the year to March 3L 
Lusty’s shares have been suspended pending shareholders’ 
approval of the acquisition and share issue. 

BCCI men Writ over 
seek bail in Medway 

Abu Dhabi valuation 

By Patricia Tehan ByRossTieman 
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THE trial of 13 senior officials 

of the collapsed Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
will resume in Abu Dhabi 
tomorrow. The officials face 
civil and criminal charges 
related to the collapse in 1991. 

Since the last hearing on 
November 13, lawyers repre¬ 
senting U of the defendants — 
two are being tried in then- 
absence— have sifted through 
volumes of reports detailing 
the criminal charges. Tomor¬ 
row they will ask for an 
auditors report which has 
been presented to the coun¬ 
try’s attorney general, and 
seek bail for the ten men bring 
held in custody. 

The defendants have plead¬ 
ed not guilty to all criminal 
charges, including dissipation 
of funds, forgeiy, congealing , 
deficits and losses and approv¬ 
ing false loans. 

Lawyers said they expected 
the hearings to be adjourned 
for at least a month to enable 
them to study documents re¬ 
lated to the dviJ claim filed by 
BCCI* majority shareholders, 
ffie Abu Dhabi authorities, 
which owned 77.4 per cent of 
BCCI when it was shut down. 

On Monday, the Abu 
Dhabi ruling family and the 
Abu Dhabi Investment Au¬ 
thority filed a $9 billion civil 
claim against the defendants 
on the basis of the criminal 
charges. 


\ 




TWO former directors of Med¬ 
way Ports have issued a writ 
against KPMG Peat Marwick, 
alleging negligence by the 
accountancy firm in its valua¬ 
tion of Medway shares in 

March. 

Des Campion, previously 
Medway'S legal director, and 
Keith Middleton, a former op¬ 
erations director, were among 
former employees who sold 
shares for £150 in March, 
when they left the company. 
The price was based cm a 
! valuation by KPMG. Mr 
Campton had acquired 45,900 
shares in the Medway buyout 
in March 19% and Mr Mid¬ 
dleton bought 68,000 shares. 

fn September. Medway 
Ports was taken over by Met’ 
sey Docks and Harbour for 
E104 million, valuing the busi¬ 
ness at £3735 a share. 

; The case has beat brought 
in the High Court. Other 
shareholders in similar cir¬ 
cumstances are expected to 
begin legal action in the new 
year. 

Medway, which has facili¬ 
ties on the south of the Thames 
estuary at Sheemess. in Kent, 
is a former trust port tWt 
specialises in importing fruit 
and cars, as well as operating 
ferry services to the continent- 
ft was privatised two years 
ago, when managers and erfi- 
ployees paid £29.7 million for 
the assets. 
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Through a dark glass, retrospectively 


I t could be argued that certain 
events of 1993 are either 
related to, or bear a striking 
resemblance to. certain happen- 
ings of yesteryears. This, upon 
reflecnon. is hardly surprising, 
bearing in mind that barring the 
unforseen. the Tories will be 
celebrating 15 years in power 
come next May. 

Time and knives have in¬ 
evitably brought about a con¬ 
stant shuffling of the West¬ 
minster pack: a tenuous King 
replacing the Queen in 1990. the 
focus, last year, being on the 
Jack. Norman Lamont finally 
exited kicking and screaming as 
Chancellor in May: the 
backbenches representing a 
more honourable destination 
than the door of the Ministry of 
Environment that John Major 
chose to hold ajar. 

Drama of the moment but, as 
almost everyone other than 
Lamont fully appreciated, the 
writing, of an indelible nature, 
had been on the wall ever since 
sterling’s incongrous exit from 


the exchange-rate mechanism 
the preceding September. It was 
counesy of politics that Lamont 
was permitted to remain in situ 
for a further eight months: the 
reality being that Major and 
Lamont were so inextricably 
entwined in their “non devalua¬ 
tion'* stand of 1992 that a swift 
decapitation of the Chancellor 
would have served to magnify 
the question marks above that 
other uneasy head 
There was no shortage of irony 
in Lament's departure, not least 
the fact that it was Chancellor 
Major, rather than Lamont. who 
originally took sterling into the 
"RMatai ’ 


_ __l central rate of DM2.95 

— a rate always perceived as too 
high by leading industrialists 
and unsustainable by leading 
economists. Current rate: 
DM2.54. 

The ultimate irony, of course, 
was that although lamont’s 
credibility was irreparably shot 
during the unsuccessful defence 
of sterling, it was the events of 
September 1992 that firmly 


paved the way for the brave new 
world of 1993. Lamont, by the 
time the axe was swung, could 
indeed sense the oncoming irony. 

In his words: “I have always 
been willing to be judged on my 
record. 1 believe that the success 
of the policies I have put in place 
will become increasingly clear.” 
This, in turn, rather over-egged 
the pudding. Greatness; in terms 
of the slow-running economic 
recovery of 1993. was not 
achieved by either Major or 
Lamont whose economic poli¬ 
cies, such as they were, exploded 
on September 16, 1992: popu¬ 
larly, and incorrectly, dubbed 
“Black Wednesday”. Thrust 
upon them, if you like. 

That said, today’s economic 
climate owes precious little to the 
Government’s economic strategy 
and almost everything to the 
events of autumn 1992 

History teaches us that when 
interest rates fall, share prices 
rise and that, give or take, was all 
investors needed to know this 
year—witness a 2U per cent rise 



MELVYN 

MARCKUS 


in the FTA All-Share Index. 
Industrialists, for the most part, 
wax cautious, rather than lyrical 
over the extent of the UK 



_ _ syndrome, __ 

invariably be perceived as green 
by fund managers. The jargon is 
“discounting": polite terminol¬ 
ogy for gambling on, at best, the 
probable. Throw in the weight of 


money factor and you have the 
principal reasons why UK eq¬ 
uities are bowing out of the year 
at all time peaks. Many counters 
are distinctly overvalued, 
particularly in relation to gear¬ 
ing. but such is the stuff of bull 
markets. What the wise will do is 
retain quality Blue Chips and 
ditch the second/third line 
counters which, come die even¬ 
tual reversal will prove well 
nigh unmarketable. Never forget 
the lessons of October 1987, me 
most important being not to 
panic out of quality paper: look at 
the value of such paper now. As 
for third (fourth?) quartile paper, 
think no further than Polly Peck- 
All of which brings me to that 
which still smacks of yesteryears 
- namely regulation. Once upon a 
time journalists such as myself 
could aim their sights at the 
City’s cosy form of “self-regula¬ 
tion,” fire and, quite conceivably, 
achieve relatively little. But what 
the late Eighties and early Nine¬ 
ties have served to illustrate is 
that whatever the failings of 


regulation, the UK legal system 
is manifestely unable to deal 
rious maud. 


with serious maud. Put another 
way. even if the Government's 
none too efficient self-practioner 
based style of regulation - 
spearheded by the Securities & 
Investments Board - happens to 
collar a criminal, the odds are 
that the combination of inept 
prosecuting authorities and an 
inept judiciary will signal free¬ 
dom rather than justice. If 
wooden spoons are on offer for 
the ncm-achivements of 1993 then 
they should be shared by Lord 
Mackay. the Lord Chancellor 
and Sir Nicholas LyelL the 
Attorney General. 

Can one imagine a more 
bizarre farce than Asil Nadir’s 
flit to northern Cyprus last 
spring - despite the fact that the 
Serious Fraud Office, led by 
George Staple, had been consis¬ 
tently warned of such a 
likelihood. 

Even more ironic was the fact 
that Mackay was sunbathing 


and conferencing on the sout 


side of the line when Nadir and 
his entourage breezed into the 
North. 

In the wake of Guinness 1 
through Guinness IV (at a cost to 
the taxpayer of some E27 million) 
and the Blue Arrow fiasco (GO 
million plus). Staple let it be 
known that he had seen the tight: 
US style plea bargaining. Alas, 
what transpired was UK style 
plea bargaining: witness the 
Roger Levitt episode. As for the 
effectiveness of City regulation 
under the auspices of SIB, the 
year ends with indications that 
more than 90 per cent of those 
who have switched funds out of 
occupational pension schemes 
into personal plans during the 
past 2h years may have been ill- 
advised. 

The good news, so we are led to 
believe, is that after warnings 
were issued the ratio dropped to 
“only 80 per cent” Bravo. The 
question is, does the Government 
really possess the will to regulate. 

Equa)lyimportant:a nappy 
Christmas one and alL 



Antony Hichens is to step down as non-executive chairman once the reorganisation has been implemented 


Lovell restructures after 
loss doubles to £ 60 m 


By CoL tn Campbell 


YJ LOVELL (Holdings), the 
housebuilding and construc¬ 
tion group that has long been 
weighed down by debt, is 
undertaking an extensive 
reorganisation and capital re¬ 
structuring exercise to place 
itself on a sounder financial 
footing. 

The plan involves the con¬ 
version by bank and building 
society lenders of £45.8 million 
debt into convertible prefer¬ 
ence shares, a placing and 
open offer of 316.1 million 
shares at lOp each that will 
raise E29.7 million net, and a 
capital reduction that wiU 
remove restrictions on the 
ability to pay dividends. 

The open offer is on the 
basis of L9-for-5. Lovell shares 
fell p to lip. 

Lovell last paid a dividend 
in respect of the 1991 interim 
period, but indicates that pay¬ 
ments could be resumed in 
respect of the 1994 financial 
year. 

Pro forma net assets will 
increase to £60.6 million. Pro 
forma balance sheet gearing 
will fall to 29.5 per cent — 


■ YJ Lovell hopes to realise £32 million 
through disposals as it moves to take 
advantage of a financial reconstruction 
and an improvement in trading conditions 


down from more than 400 per 
cent Antony Hichens will step 
down as nonexecutive chair¬ 
man once tite plans have been 
implemented and a new chair¬ 
man appointed, and further 
new board appointments are 
planned. 

An extraordinary general 
meeting is planned for Janu¬ 
ary 17. 

Lovell said the level of 
gearing at more than 400 per 
cent was having a detrimental 
effect on the oommeraal suc¬ 
cess of some of its operations 
at a time when marker condi¬ 
tions were improving. 

As part of the overall pro¬ 
posals, principal lenders, 
which include British banks 
and one American bank and 
four building societies that are 
in joint venture, have agreed 
E37.5 million of new facilities 
that include a E25 million four- 
year term loan and £123 


million of additional working 
capital facilities. 

Lovell yesterday said it 
made a modest 070,000 profit 
—before exceptionals. interest 
and tax — in the year ended 
September 30. on turnover of 
£221.3 million. 

However, £553 million writ¬ 
ten off land and property in 
America and Britain, and an 
interest charge oF £5.01 mil¬ 
lion, left Lovell showing an 
overall pre-tax loss of £59.96 
million (£27 million loss) for 
the 1993 financial year. 

Lovell does not believe that 
any further provisions will be 
necessary. 

A strong order book is in 
place for 1994. further con¬ 
struction contracts are expect¬ 
ed to be won. and plant hire is 
benefiting from early signs of 
a pick-up in demand. 

“On virtually every front 
there now appears to be a 


reasonable expectation that 
1994 will be better than 1993 
and that further recovery will 
follow thereafter," Lovell says. 

Lovell expects to realise E32 
million over the next three 
years from the sale of non-core 
assets, and says that the 
financial changes will give it 
the stability to grow its core 
business successfully in Brit¬ 
ain and America. 

Because Lovell is not per¬ 
mitted to issue shares at a 
price below their 25p nominal 
value, the board proposes a 
subdivision. 

Among the board changes. 
Trevor West who has been 
finance director of the com¬ 
pany since 1989, is taking early 
retirement. 

Lovell proposes to appoint 
at least one other new non¬ 
executive. 

Mr Hichens said he was 
only likely to step down as 
chairman once his successor 
had been announced. 

He added that the major 
strengthening of the underly¬ 
ing financial position of Lovell 
should allow shareholder val¬ 
ue to be improved significant¬ 
ly over the medium term 


Bank gives tax warning over withdrawals 


Tessa holders may be losing out 


By Uz Dolan 



BASIC rate taxpayers with Tax Exempt 
Special Savings Accounts fTessas) 
be losing more than £300 in tax benefits 
because they do not understand the 
difference between Tessas and other 
savings vehicles, according to Barclays 

B The bank said: “We are seeing large 
withdrawals at the moment for large 
purchases. Although this is normal at 
this time of the year, we are concerned 
that some customers are confusing what 
should be seen as an investment account 
with straight savings accounts from 
whidi you withdraw money when you 

The moment any capital is withdrawn 
from a Tessa, the account loses its tax- 
exempt status. Barclays customers who 
withdraw capital after invesnn? the 
maximum £6.600 sincetheJanuary 1.1991 
launch die. (ace a £318 lax Ml if they 
withdraw money now. Higher rate 


taxpayers lose even more. Recent reports 
of a doubling In the number of people 
cancelling Tessas has left most savings 
institutions perplexed, however. Accord¬ 
ing to Inland Revenue figures, cancella¬ 
tions jumped from one in 20 accounts to 
one in ten in tire first six months of 1993. 

However, most institutions report little 
or no diminution in interest over the past 
two years, in spite of sharply lower rales 
and increased financial hardship. 

Savers may put up to £9,000 in a Tessa 
over five years. Subject to tills limit, they 
can invest up to £3.000 in the first year 
and up to £1300 in each of the next four 
years. 

Hie Halifax. Britain’s largest Tessa 
provider with 700.000 accounts, said that 
the net number of new Tessa customers 
in 1993 was 100.000, the same as last year. 
New money coining in has more than 
outweighed losses through cancellation. 

There has been no increase in the rate 
of closures at Nationwide, whidi has 
500,000 accounts. They have remained 


constant at 500 to 600 a month. The 
Cheltenham & Gloucester reports a slight 
fall in the number of Tessa accounts since 
year one. but nearly all canc e l l a t i on s 
have been due to death, it said. 

On average, (he C&G is notified of 10 
deaths a day. Cancellations for other 
reasons amount to only two or three a 
week. Straight cancellations are due to 
shortage of funds, not because people 
wish to transfer to other savings vehicles. 
New accounts are running at 30 to 40 a 
week. 

The Leeds, with 200,000 accounts, 
notes a slight increase in withdrawals 
but, again, emphasises that new accounts 
more than compensate. “We don’t ask 
why people dose their accounts, but we 
fed most are due to the death of the 
account holder.” 

National & Provincial said that cancel¬ 
lation rates were very low. The Bristol & 
West with 57,000 Tessa accounts, said 
that it had no records of how cancella¬ 
tions have varied over the yeans. 




Cookson 
makes £17m 
acquisition 


By Martin Flanagan 


JOHNSON Matthey, the pre¬ 
cious metals technology 
group, is selling its jewellery 
materials business in the Uni¬ 
ted Kingdom and the Irish 
Republic to Cookson Group, 
for £17 million. 

The operation, whidi em¬ 
ploys 280, is based in Birming¬ 
ham. with customer service 
centres in London and Dublin. 
Sales were £44 million in the 
year to March 31,1993. 

Johnson Matthey said it had 
been decided that the busi¬ 
ness. whidi makes gold and 
silver products for Jewellers, 
dental alloys and finished gold 
chain, was peripheral to the 
main focus of the group on 
high technology. 

The deal will release pre¬ 
cious metal with an estimated 
value of £20 million, thereby 
reducing Johnson’s net bor¬ 
rowings by £37 million. 

Cookson said that the acqui¬ 
sition complemented the re¬ 
cently-acquired Knight Stern 
business, also based in Birm¬ 
ingham, and would accelerate 
growth in the European pre¬ 
cious metals fabrication 
market 

Cookson shares were un- 
langed at 229p. Johnson 
Matthey shares rose lip to 535p. 


UK firms vie for 
£1.2bn contract 


By Co ltn Narbrough 


SEVEN British construction 
companies have entered the 
contest to decide who will 
build a 17 km iunne]-and- 
bridge link between Denmark 
and Sweden. Ingmar Bjom- 
son, the project director, said. 
The project is officially budget¬ 
ed at DkrlZ2 billion (£12 
billion). 

Mr Bjfirnson said the Brit¬ 
ish companies were among 20 
international consortia that 
had submitted applications to 
tender for the contract by the 
deadline on Monday. He said 
one consortium was led by a 
British company but declined 
to name any firms. 

Oresundkonsortiet, the 
5050 joint venture between 
the Danish and Swedish gov¬ 
ernments that is responsible 
for the fixed link, expects to 
send out invitations to tender 
in March and to start con¬ 
struction work next summer. 
Completion, scheduled for 
1999, will give Sweden, Nor¬ 
way and Finland road and rail 
access to western Europe, via 
Denmark, 

Mr Bjdmson said that the 
project was still awaiting final 
approval from the Swedish 
cabinet, which meets on De¬ 
cember 30 to make a derision. 


Carl BHdt, the prime minister, 
is strongly in favour of the 
link, but Sweden’s strong envi¬ 
ronmentalist lobby has impor¬ 
tant political support 

Now that work on the 
Channel Tunnel has been 
completed, ©resund project 
offers one of the biggest con¬ 
struction jobs in Europe, mak¬ 
ing it highly attractive fin 
recession-gripped companies 
in the sector. 

The coast-to-coast section of 
the link bring part out to tender 
comprises an immersed tun¬ 
nel between the Danish coast 
at Kastrup, home of Scandina¬ 
via's main hub airport, and an 
artificial island, as well as 
approach bridges and a high 
bridge. 

The Dkrl22 billion budget 
is at 1990 prices. A further 
Dkr55 billion is budgeted for 
separate landside works lead¬ 
ing to the fixed link. 

Denmark is currently build¬ 
ing an 18km fixed link across 
the Great Belt between the 
islands of Zealand and Funen, 
due to open in 1996. With the 
©resund connection, motor 
vehicles will be able to travel 
from North Cape, in the 
Arctic, to Gibraltar without a 
sea crossing. 


Losses at 
Unilever’s 
French buy 


By Susan Gilchrist 


BUYING foreign businesses 
is a risky business, as many 
British companies have found. 
But Unilevers latest acquisi¬ 
tion seems to have hit trouble 
rather early. 

On Monday, the Anglo- 
Dutch detergents-to-food 
group announced the agreed 
takeover of Ortiz-MDco. the 
leading French ice cream 
maker. Yesterday, Ortiz-Miko 
gave warning of a 1993 loss. It 
made a net profit of Frl27 
million last year. 

Unilever, which is paying 
£220 million for the company, 
said the loss was no surprise. 
The French company reported 
a net interim loss of Frl7-6 
million and announced in 
November that it did not 
expect to match last year's 
profit But Unilever remained 
optimistic. “In this case, past 
performance is not necessarily 
a guide to future perfor¬ 
mance,” it said. 

Unilever is taking a 75 per 
cent stake in Safral, the hold¬ 
ing company that owns 85 per 
cent of Om-Mikn, and will 
make an offer of about Frl.420 
per share for the other 15 per 
cent The offer price represents 
an 18 per cent premium to 
Monday's dosing price. 
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RYMAN COMPUTER STORE 


THE MACHINE 

SALE. 





COMPUTERS 


PRINTERS 





A wide variety of Laser. Inkjet and 
Dot Matrix Printers, some as low as 


£99 


+w 


APPLE 1X1 MACINTOSH™ 
PKRFORMA 400 4/40 COMPUTER 


• 16MHz 68030 Processor • 4Mb 
RAM expandable to 10Mb • 40Mb 
Hard Disk • 14" Colour Monitor 


£499 


COPIERS 


£100 OF 

all our Canon photocopier price? 

F 

i FAX MACHINES | 


WORD PROCESSORS 
AND TYPEWRITERS 







BROTHER FAX 370 


(£586.32 INC VAT) 


COMPAQ PRES* RIO 
425 COMPUTLR 



• Intel 486SX 25MHz Processor 

• 4Mb RAM expandable to 20Mb 

• 100Mb Hard Disk • 14’ SVGA 
Colour Monitor 


£849 


(£997.57 INC VAT) 


AM BRA SPRINTA II 486SX 


• 25MHz Processor • 4Mb RAM 
expandable to 36Mb • 100Mb Hard 
Disk • 14" SVGA Colour Monitor 


£799 


(£938.82 INC VAT) 

PCs include a range of pre-loaded 
software. 


£389.99 


SHARP UXJ 30 


m 

(£339.57 INC VAT) 


BROTHER LW-20 


WORD PROCESSOR 


£199.99 


BROTHER .AX-210 
TYPEWRITER 


£74.99 


PLUS SOME ELECTRONIC 
TYPEWRITERS AS LOW 


AMSTRAD EX6000AT 


as £ 49.99 nc *_33 


£329 


(£38657 INC VAT) 


PLUS SOME MACHINES 
BELOW £200. 


PLUS EVEN BIGGER 
SAVINGS ON 
EX DEMONSTRATION 
MODELS 


ALL PRODUCTS INCLUDE 12 MONTHS WARRANTY - 
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Christmas buying spree pushes shares to another record 


SHARE prices soared to yet 
another ah-time high on the 
London stock market as 
hopes of a further cut in bank 
base rates intensified. 

The FT-SE 100 index 
breached the 3,-100 level, albe¬ 
it briefly, as market-makers 
were forced to deal with a 
torrent of buy orders from the 
big City institutions. 

The index readied its all- 
time high of 3,400.3 before 
dosing 40.8 points up at a 
record 3396.5, cheered by an 
opening rise on Wall Street. 
The rise on the week so far is 
almost 60 points. 

The number of shares 
changing hands totalled 885 
million as investors began the 
task of squaring-up their 
year-end positions before the 



break. Stock shortages meant 
another nail-biting session for 
hard pressed market-maters, 
but they can expect an easier 
time during today’s shortened 
trading session, with Wall 
Street and most European 
markets dosed. 

Among die leaders. Ren¬ 
ters stood out, with a leap of 
64p to £1830 in a market 
short of stock. Brokers report¬ 
ed renewed American sup¬ 
port for the shares and there 
was also talk that the group 
wants to buy Quotron. the 
market trading system, 
owned by Citicorp. American 


buying also lifted Vodafone 
IQ p to 5 83p- 

BTR was chased lip higher 
at 380p on talk of a buy 
recommendation from Smith 
New Court, while Reed 
jQsevier advanced 18p to 908p 
on claims that Warburg Secu¬ 
rities was covering positions 
relating to one of its basket 
trades. 

British Gas rallied 3p to 
336p. Brokers claimed the 
shares had been oversold 
after this week’s derision by 
the Government to take away 
its monopoly on die supply of 
domestic gas. 

Euro Disney lost another 
22p at 373p after farther 
reflection on the auditor's 
report into its troubled fi¬ 
nances. Tomkins, which 


TOMKINS: SHARES DEPRESSED BY 
HAND GUN CURB IN THE 118 


FT aB-sftsv 
Mr 
(rebased) 
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owns Smith and Wesson, the 
gunmaker, fell 7p to 230p. 
Wal-Mart the American re¬ 
tailer. will no longer sell 
handguns over the counter at 
its 2,400 retail outlets. 

QVC Network’s bid for 
Paramount Communications 
in America generated interest 


in domestic media com¬ 
panies. where there are 
aeveral bids on the table. 
Carlton Communications, 
now bidding for Central In¬ 
dependent jumped 23p to 
940p . Central ended 63p up 
at £29.08p. Granada also 
added 8p at 534p. Its offer for 


LWT (Holdings). 15p dearer 
at 625p, has been rejected. 
There were also gains for 
AngCa, 5p to427p, Grampian 
Television A 2p to 229p. and 
Ulster. lOp to 5I8p. 

A review of the independent 
radio broadcasters by Smith 
New Court brought out the 
buyers for Capital Radio, up 
21p at 324p. and Southern 
Radio, 2p better at 63p. 

The utilities recovered from 
an early mark-down that was 
prompted by revived worries 
about increased regulatory 
interference. Among the wat¬ 
er companies, Anglian fin¬ 
ished 14p better at 608p, 
Northumbrian was 4p up at 
741p, North West was Up 
higher at 596p, Severn Trent 
was 12p ahead at 6l8p, South¬ 


ern was 14p better at 682p. 
and Wessex was up 20p at 
740p. In the electricity sector. 
Eastern lOp better at 701p, 
East Midland was 8p up at 
668p. London was lip ahead 
at 671p, Manweb wasMp 
higher at 770p. and M i(Hands 
was 12pup at728p. 

YJ Lovell, the builder, fell 
4p to lip after announcing 
pre-tax losses of almost £60 
milli on, compared with a 
profit last time of £27 million. 
The figure was struck after 
writeoffs totalling £553 mil¬ 
lion relating to property and 
land revaluations. 

The group is also arranging 
a placing to raise almost £30 

millio n and converting £45-8 
million of debt into equity, 
pt pqmfi In ternati onal, the 


security and building prod* 
ucts group, tumbled lip to 58p 
after wanting of further pro¬ 
visions against restructuring 
and property values. 

□ GILT-EDGED- gilts 
opened higher on the back of 
firmer European bond mar¬ 
kets. The March series of the 
Long Gilt touched a high for 
the day of £119% before set¬ 
tling e ,s /i6 better at 
£119> i/, 6 on low turnover of 
10,000 contracts. 

In the cash market, the 
longer end fared better, with 
Treasury 9 per cent 2012 
adding £ 9 /i& to L126* 1 (*z. 
while in shorts. Treasury 9h 
per cent 1999 was seven ticks 
better at EllfP/s. 

Michael Clark 



THE POUND 

US*.1.5025 (+0.0090) 

German mark_2.5478 (+0.0067) 

Exchange index.81.7 (+0.3) 

Bank of England official close (4pm) 

STOCK MARKET 

FT-SE 100 .3396.5 (+40.8) 

Dow Jones.3770.85 (+8.66)* 

Nikkei Avg.Closed 

INTEREST RATES 

London Bank Base.5V% 

3-month interbank..SVff^fc 

US Federal Funds.3%* 

3-month Treas Bills.30&3.05%* 

Long Bond.6.23%* 

CURRENCIES 

NawYorte London: 

LS.1.5034* £:S_1.5035 

S:DM ..1.0035* fcDM.a5472 

S:SWfr. 1.4337* LSVWr.2.1560 

S:Ffr ...5.7695* E.FIr_8.6770 

$:Yen .110.55* £:Yen.166.22 

E.SDR ..1.0782 CECU.15182 

London Fora market dose 

GOLD 

London Fixing ($): 

AM 385.75.PM 384.95 

Close..385.00-385.40 

New York: 

Come*.385.45-385.95* 

OIL 

Brent Crude.$13.65 per bbi (Feb) 

RETAIL PRICES 

RPi. 141.6 Nov (1.4%) Jan 1907=100 
* Denotes midday trading price 



RISES: 

Guinness. 

490p (+11 ’^j) 

. S99o (+10n) 


... 152d (+12d) 

ra. 

... 7680 (+140) 

Capital Radio. 

Carlton Comm ..... 
Compass Group .. 

LWT Holdings . 

Stanley Leisure .... 

... 324p (+21 p) 
... 940p (+23p) 
... 668p (+17p) 

... 623p (+15p) 
... 300p (+14p) 
09nrk(+9?pS 


... 908p (+18p) 

Plysii. 

... 219d I+IOo) 

Portals. 

Churtih . 

... 510p (+10p) 
... 388p (+2Bp) 
... 361 0 (+10o) 

FALLS: 

Euro Disney. 

Abbey Panels. 

British Aerospace 

ERF . 

.... 373p (-22p) 

. 233p(-20p) 

. 403p(-10p) 

. 276 P (-19P) 


Gulf states ask non-Opec 
members to cut oil output 




By Carl Mortished 


GULF Arab leaders are press¬ 
ing for a worldwide cut in oil 
output to include non-Opec 
producers in a bid to stem 
sliding crude prices. 

A meeting of the Gulf Co¬ 
operation Council m Wednes¬ 
day agreed that members 
would cut output if both 
members of the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries (Opec) and non-Opec 
producers agreed to a compre¬ 
hensive plan to reduce 
production. 

Ali al-Baghli. Kuwait’s oil 
minister, sard yesterday that 
the offer depended on ail pro¬ 
ducers joining the cut-backs, 
including Britain and Nor¬ 
way. “Our consent is condi¬ 
tional.” he said. “We repeat 
that it is an international 
responsibility to cut.” 

A surge in North Sea oil 
production is in part responsi¬ 
ble for fiie recent collapse in oil 
prices to below $14 per barrel 
But Norway has ruled out a 
cut in its production, and in 
the UK. output is controlled by 
private-sector oil companies. 

Ofl analysts said it was sig¬ 
nificant that Saudi Arabia, the 


largest Opec producer and a 
member of the Gulf Co-opera¬ 
tion Council, had for the first 
time endorsed the idea of cuts. 

“It is a chink of light but I 
don’t think this is the end of 
the blood-letting.” said Mehdi 
Varzi. of Klein wort Benson, 
the merchant bank. “It betrays 
the concern of Gulf states over 
oil. Hie Saudis have not 
balanced their budget since 
1982 and every $L fall in the oil 
price increases their deficit by 
about $2 billion.'’ 

February futures for the 
world benchmark Brent blend 
of crude oil traded at about 
$13.70 per band yesterday, 
after dosing on Wednesday at 
$13.74. Traders said forecasts 
of colder weather in the North 
East of the US also supported 
prices in file run-up to the 
West’s Christinas and new 
year holidays. 

Speculation over an emer¬ 
gency Opec meeting in Janu¬ 
ary was raised again yester¬ 
day. Opec is not due to meet 
until March 25 and a Febru¬ 
ary meeting is considered 
unlikely, as it would coincide. 
with Ramadan. 



Rising North Sea output has helped to force down ofi prices 
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New York — Shares were up. 
mainly due to an absence of 
sellers and thinner volume. At 
midday, the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was up 836 
points to 3.77035. (Reuteri 
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Ffcnduuch (180) 176 

PlDSbmyUndrwrtnglnv 106 
For ft Gol Smaller (100] 108 

Gartmore (168) 202 

Govett High inc (106) ill 
Harmony Leisure wts y, 
Inspirations ( 100 ) 106 

Klefnwort 2nd Endw (50) 52 
LithO Supplies (190) 236 

London industrial (320) 354 
Masthead insce (100) 107 

Mercury world Mng (103) 105 
MU] gate (40) 40 

Morgan Gren EQiyC(lOO) 109 
NM Smllr Anst (100) 103 

NMSmllrwts 47 

Nelson Hum (140) 147 

New London Capital (100) 97 
On Demand info (78) ill 
Pilot invc (100) ]Q2 

Premium Trust 98 

Premium Underwriting 121 
Rossraont (ICO II 

Royal Doulton 229% 

Securitised End Com (60) 62 
Telspec(ieO) 191 
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Banner Homes n/p (89) 26 

Bourne End n/p (63 8 

Bowthoipe fl/p (320) 39 

Dwyer A n/p (50) 3. 

Grorcoat tup (12%) 5% . 
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PNC Financial 29 2*. 

PPG industries 75% 75% 

Paccar Uic 63% W. 

padfirorp IP. 19% 

Par Enterprises 2S% 2S% 

pac Gas a ETccr 35'. j5% 

pac retests 55% 55% 

pan emp is% ib% 

Panhandle Easl 22 21% 

Paramnt Comm TV; 79% 

PBrter Hannifin 37% JP. 

Penney UQ 53% S2% 

Penrrzoll S3 52% 

^ ICO 42 41% 

r 68'i 66% 

PBeipr Dodge 48% 48% 

Ptniadd Eke 29'. Xf. 

pnnjp Morris 56 55-. 

ptrUtips Pet 28% 27% 

PKWV Bowes 41% 41% 

PotuoW U'- xr. 

PriceQroio 19% IV, 

Primerka 40% 39% 

Procter & Gmbi sr. 57 
Pub Sere LtG 37. 32% 
Quaker CWS 71% 71% 

Ralston Purina 37% 37% 
Rjychezn Cotp 3f, 36% 

Rayttnsm 67 67 

Recbok rod 28% 28>. 
Reynolds Meals 45% 46 
Roadway Srecs 6>% 61 % 
Rodcwdi lmJ 37% 37% 

Robin ft Haas 5b 1 . 56% 

Rote OmCh 106% 105 
KubOermalo 35 35 

Safeco dorp 54% 54% 
Si PauTs Cm 8 V. W% 
Salomon Inc 46% 4b>. 
Sana fk Pac 21% 21% 
Sara Lee Corp a>. 
Scecorp 2tP. 2D% 


nbbertnald 35 35 

Sakco dorp 54% 54% 

Si Paul's Cos 89% W% 

Salomon Inc 46% *f. 

Sana tk pac 21% 21% 

San. bee Cotp 26>. 26% 

Scecorp 20 % 20% 

Scherfng Plough 66% 65% 

SchJurnEnner 58% 58*. 

Scoa Paper 40% 39*. 

Seagram 26% 26% 

Seats Roetmtic 52% 52% 

Shd) Tran* h>. 64'. 

Sherwfn WOms 35 35% 

Skyline Crap IV. 18% 

SnupOn-Tonte 36% 36% 

SonOem Co 44% 44% 

Sttwestem Beil 44% 44% 

Sptfid Corp 33% 37. 

Soniey wotto 4*. 42 

Son Company JP% 30% 

Suranat 45% 45% 

SupemOo 37 37% 

mb Corp 15% IS 

Sysco Cotp 29% 30% 

TRW Inc 69% 68% 

Tandem cans 10% 10% 

Ttody Corp 48% 48% 

Telecom CMP 2% 2. 

Tefedme 25*. 25% 

Temple Intend 49% 49% 

Tennrai 51% Sf. 

ifcxaco 64% 64% 

Tteas Inst 63 62% 

" ■ 44% 4J% 

58% 58% 
44% 44% 

34% 34% 

34% 34% 

43% 43% 

40 39*. 

59% 59% 

32% 31% 

60 6tP. 

* 48% 

I4T. 148‘j 

»% 28% 

16% 16% 

nr. ii7% 

47% 47% 

2Z% 22% 


AS Da Gp 11W 
Abbey Nall 1.800 
AlltHyons 7S2 
AngUanw \96 
Argil Gp 2.400 
ATJO W]ggn 5J300 
AB Foods 507 
BAA 632 

BAT Inds 3AOO 
BOC 1J00 

BP 4JVXS 

BT 4.400 

BTR 6.700 

8k Dr Soot 950 
Barclays 2.100 
Bass U00 
Blue circle 1400 
Bants 2.100 
Bowaier iax» 
Bill Aero 2.900 
BDlAlnys 1.600 
Bril Gas 9.900 
Bril Steel 18X00 
Butman cast 323 
Cable wire 5.400 


Cadbury I-SCO 
Caradon ItiOO 
Carlton Cms 822 
Coals Vly 1.700 

Cm Union 1.400 

Courtaulds 1.900 
EruerprOO IjOOO 
Forte i9ao 

GRE 1200 

GUS 419 

Gen acc 1X00 

Gen Elec &8O0 

d&xa 4200 
Gnuuda ijoo 
G rand Met 2.700 

Guinness 2.100 
HSBC 1.700 
Hanson 6.200 
la ]jjoo 

lnchcape 2 JOO 
KlngflsUer 877 
Udbroke iwjoo 
L and Secs 435 
legal ft Gn 212 
Uuyds bv 1 ago 


MEPC 
Marks spr 
NFC 

NMWsiBk 

Nat Power 

Nth wn w 

Ndtm Fds 

PAO 

Pearson 

PowoGen 

Prudential 

RMC 

RTZ 

Rank Ore 
RecJdn Col 
Redland 
Reed mil 
Rentottl 
Reuters 
Rolls Royce 
Bylins 
Ryl BkSCOt 
Sains bury 
saroders 
Sow a. n«w 


sew Power 2 joo 
Sears 1.700 

svrn Trent 1.100 
Shell Trans 3X00 
sietoe ijoo 
S mW Bcb 4^00 
SmhbNpb 3.100 
Soutfiem Elec 259 
sideband U 00 
SunAUnce 1J00 
TlGp 728 

1TB 4JXO 

Toco 2.700 
Thames W 1.500 
Thm EMI 779 
Tomkins 8.700 
Unilever 923 
Utd Blsc 796 
Vodafone 2JOO 

wartrurs CSC) 521 

Weil come 1.900 
Wbhbd -A 1 353 

Wilms Hie 429 
Wolseley I Ob 

Zeneca i.«Q 


AIM Utra. 650 S 

JteV4 TOO tt: 

Anyii— aw 23 

1*2761 280 10% 

AS DA-50 6% 

P54'|J 60 2 

Boob- 550 34 

rera tmo 7 

Br Always 03 38% 
P4511 400 14 

BP-J30 34 

(*WJ 360 12 
Br50Kl_IZ0 7 
H=a 130 3 

crew— sco wi 
torn, ss 17 
a:-6S0 IS 

resro <uo 3 

in- 750 34 

rrwM wo 10 % 

UnEnshr. too 48 
C7JM 750 17 

larosec. 75 a 46 

t*786'4 803 13 

MAS-420 27 

row 460 5% 

Na&WcM- 550 48 
1*5911 603 M 

Salnsbury 420 25% 

1*438) 460 5 

Shell- 700 30 

(*7191 7 SO Vi 

Saikl Bcb. 39o 19% 

(*395-6 CO 8 

Snettse.. 220 is 

rwy ao 5 

TTabtgsr.. 90 6 
f9isi u# r. 

inDcrar. IIS) 72% 

r>3» 1200 &, 

Ttntta— 800 35 

iraisy gso 11 % 


Cds 

Apr M Un , 

45 1 ! S4 ir, 

ZSi 30S 44% 
31 36% 4% 
33% 29, 13% 
8*1 11 1 % 

4% 6% 7 
40% 58% 6 
ZZ% K% 31 
51 59 S 

a J7 21 

41 47 T, 

23 » 1|% 

12 IV. 4 
7% 11% 10% 
46 SS% J% 
31% 44% S7i 
SCr 45% Ifi 
12 24 53 1 
49% 65 14 

» 43 Ci 1 
65 74% 6 
JS% 47 28 
62 70% 4 % 
». 41% 24% : 
a 4S, 4% 
16% Si 24 : 
SJ 65% Tr 
27 38 21% ■ 
40% 47% 8 
IBS 28 28 
41 52 7% ; 

16 X 36 ! 
33 44 12% ; 
21 31% 31 < 
3 29% 4 
14 18% 13% 
12 17% 6 i 
Ti US US ' 
or. 109 5 %; 

99 7SH 20% < 
S3 66 16 I 
25% 44 46 1 


Gmd MO. 460 27 33 43% 19 24% 29% 

r*TJ] JOO 7% 15% 25 43% 48 SCS 

udbnke- seo iv> 22 27% 21 % 19 % 25 

I*l«» in 9 14 19 24 32-, 37% 

ITdB&C- 330 », te, 44% ?t 12 lb 
&WI 360 17 21 27% 17 S’; 33 

tnxmwc 25. LOUToe 41506 CA 
Put 17S72 FT-SE C*a«76P* 3037 
Twfcrlyjojuccariiy prfa* 


New York, (middayk 

Dow Jones- 3 


Tokyo: 

Nikkei Atrge- 

Hong Kong; 

HanfcSeng_ 

Amsterdam: 


Frankfurt 


FT BO share:-2&*4t+&5) 


- 377085 ft&M 

- MAM 1*152) 

Brussels: 


---Closed 

Paris: ca c - 

Zurich: ska Gen 

2245132 h 17531 
- 685.10 MZJCg 

~ 1088150 {*■175541 

London: 

FTA All-Share_ 





-- 147.9 f*15) 






- 2068.80 (*15^01 






-22ZLS4<‘2S53> 

SEAQ volume_ 

U5M (Oatasirni)_ 

- 885.4m 

-15353 (*0.50) 


UFFE OPTIONS 

c* Puts 

_ Sojra Jam Apr Jal Jan Apr JM 

BAA- 1000 SPi S3 99 6 24% J7% 

now 10SD ». 5S TO. 28 4b 60 

Thames W 550 40 51% 62 4*1 13% 25 

rwi 600 9 2* 34 25% 31, 5! 

Stria MMxrAii MMnAra 


_ Sme» MiMirAro WiMwAat 

Bat lod _ 500 sr, 57V 6J V, 16% m 
PSW4 550 18 27% 34>, 2S<I C •», 

BTR- 360 30 34 41 5<i 14 17 

(*379%) 390 13 15 25% (W. S 32% 

Br Afro _ 393 3?i 45 58 19 31 J9 

MtE%} 43) |9 3T. 43% M% 47*. 55>. 

BrTttori. 4W X 45 S7i s r< ip, 

IMS6%( 500 11 21% JO 37. a W, 

Cadbury^ «3 39, 35% - 9% a - 

(■5091 sc 8% 14 - 37*1 SIS - 

Guinnea. #0 y> 49 54 % s is*. 23% 

P48V.I TO is 2 ?; 33 2*>, 37 44% 

CEC-M0 13 22% 27 10 15 21 

PJ30J 360 4 9% 74 31% J3% 39% 

Hanson-- 260 19 22 27, 4 8 11% 

1*273/ 30 Ti 11% 15% ]3 |R 21% 

LAMP— 110 18% 23% 27 S 12% IS% 

mil LSD 12 18% 23 13% 17 21 

Idas- ISO 21 24% 29% 5 9 17, 

ri9J%l 30 9 14 19 14% 19 22% 

PUWfttJn- 140 14 ZT, fi 3h 6 9 

P1TO ISO Iff, IS*: 22 11 14% IS 

PtudefltlU 360 16 21 27 17, Z7> 26 

PWJS1 390 S 9% 15 S3 42S 45 

RHJload^ 550 61 69 74% r, 19% 26 
PS9W 600 28% 37 46 23% 43 49 

Royal im. 31? ai - - s - - 

W3« 346 12 — — 22 — — 

Ttseo - 200 18 24 26% V, 12% 14% 

1*21 IJ 230 T, 13% 17 16 24 26 

Vodaune. 550 s: 71% 04% 17 28% 39 

rwiy 600 TV, 46 60 41% 53': 64% 

wmums. 360 17% 24% 29 13 2ft 26>: 

rJK'il 390 6 12 16% 33 42 45 

FT-SE INDEX 1*3396%) 

MSP 3300 3350 3400 3450 3500 

c«b 

Mil 166 123 83 » 27 14 

Fefi 185 146 109 79 S3 

Mar 201 1M IS W 74 S 

' Apr 215 ITS 145 115 90 68 

/Ml -206 - 145 - 1W 

I Pm 

| Mn II IT 28 JO 79 117 

21 32 *5 66 «I 124 

MOT 36 48 63 83 109 139 

Apr 47 58 75 « 123 151 

I Mn - 84 - 122 - 176 


TRADITIONAL OPTIONS 


First Dealings Las Dealings Last Declaration ftr Senfemem 

Deceal>er20 Janaary7 Marti 24 Aprils 

Call options were taken ota on 23/12/91 Aivis. Arainex. Bardan. Carbon 
Ouff Res. Ennat Ind. FerrtaneL CE Heath, tori Business Canon. LTT PlreC YJ loraU. 
Nat Home Loan. Premier Carts. Rodime. Saaichr a Saarcfu. Tulkrw Ofl. 

Pros ChiB Res. Euro Disney. LTT Prrt Pns ft Calls: LASMO. 


FT-SE 100 

Previous open (nrexest 66091 

Three Month Sterling 

Previous open Interest: 376143 

Three Mih Eurodollar 

Ptwtoos open interest 8515 

Three Mth Euro DM 
Previous open Interest 715451 
Long Gib 

Previous open inierest 107521 

Japanese Govern Btrad 
German Gov Bd Bund 

Previous open Interest 136973 

German Gov Bd Bobl 

Previous open Interest into 

Three month ECU 
Previous open Interest 29865 
Euro Swiss Franc 

Previous open Interest 55214 

Italian Govmt Bond 

Previous open interest bom& 


COMMODITIES 


Series Mar 

Afifiy Nil. 460 41 
P4SS1 500 19 

Antsnad— 40 5 

(*4W 45 3 

Barclays- too 48 
P6W 650 ZZ% 
Blue die. 330 33 
P34fH 360 16% 
BrGas— 330 21 
(W4 360 7-, 

DtBUiS _ 260 26 1 , 

(T74) 280 16 

pons-an u 

ran 280 s% 

HtUSdwn. 160 12% 

P160%> ISO 9, 

umn»_ up U% 

MS 140 7 

Sean- 120 14% 

(*129! 130 8% 

Thm Em! 1000 <8 

noosy lose aa 

Tomkins _ 220 Iff, 

raw ini ii 

TSB - 240 a -j 

1*254) 260 12 

wcDtame. BO 41% 
fWTJ TOO 27 


Calls 

J»u Sep Mar . 

48 S% 12% 
27*, 35% 32% 
6% 6% 4% 

s 6% r, 

«r, trr, 2l‘i 
37. 44 49 
39% 47 13 

24% 37, a 
25 30 10 

tr, ttfi 28-1 

34 3ff. 12 
23% 29 21% 
21't 2b 1 , IS 
13 IS 2Pi 
IS IT Iff, 
7% 9% 23*1 
IS 1 : 2D II 
11% 16 I ft 

iff, 19 7, 

u it, r, 

70 83% 38 
47 Sff, 68% 
25 29 7 

14, Iff: Iff: ; 
29% 33 ft 
17% a 19 . 
61% 81 37 : 
42% 59 6ft l 


GN1 REPORT: Cocoa was ihe only market to enjoy a 
signific ant bout of activity in advance of the winter break 
Imbed some of the buying activity can be attributed to shorts 
taking profits ahead of the holiday. But there was also a 
certain amount of bargain hunting by speculators, and 
posribly some industry buying. The sharp seiToff earlier in ihe 
week must be considered healthy if the uptrend is to resume. 


Jinx*: 

('cjM 1 

mm 

mss 

iii'Tr-*. * ■ 


Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

CtaeVtdnroe 

Mar 94,. 

34014) 

342X0 

3397.0 

34190 

5862 

Jun 94 ._ 




34303 

0 

Mar 94- 

9177 

9453 

94.77 

9402 

M3 

Jun 94 _ 

OSjOO 

9SJ31 

94.99 

9500 

4513 

Sep 94 - 

95dM 

954H 

9501 

9504 

1874 

Mar 9«- 

9950 

96J0 

96.49 

9650 

163 

Jun 94 - 

96.17 

9617 

96.17 

9617 

29 

Mar 94 _ 

9450 

9155 

9449 

9454 

20892 

Jun 94 _ 

9SJJ0 

9SXK 

9500 

95XB 


Dtc93 _ 

120-13 

130-13 

120-11 

ITO-I5 


Mar 94- 

119-13 

1)9-24 

119-13 

UW2 

13454 

Mar 94- 

11753 

11756 

11753 

11756 

340 

Jun 94 — 




11627 

0 

Mar 94_ 

10087 

1 OIX 8 

10CL84 

10098 



10080 

IOOlSO 

laura 

10093 

10 

Mar 94 - 

10033 

10X36 

10X30 

10356 

451 






0 

Mar 04- 

9452 

9426 

94.Z) 



Jun 94 _ 

94.72 

94.75 

94.72 

94.76 

170 

Mar 94 - 

96.11 

9655 

96J0 

9633 



9«J 

96J3 

96.52 

9655 

66 

Mar 94- 

11050 

11X70 

11X37 

1I8AB 






118-38 

0 

=s 

. ■*' 




, - 


Badiange index compared with 1985 was up at 81.7 
(day's range 8I.4-8L7). 


_ SwtttAfi MOflte MOo 

duo-IDO 6) 86% 99% 37 D 67 

COTi| 750 36 6ft 74% 65 79 «K% 

HSBC-51% 78% 94 59 71% 82 

P«c%) 9» 36 58 73% « Mil lift 

toner— woo i» w% 2 s 61 si %5, 

Pis m listi imibl 194% 84 105 12 

Stria FcbMif Abk 

R-ROJCC-. 156 [ff, - - 6 - 

H6H 176 fh - - H - - 

_ SgjBlffr 3mm SqsMur Jaa Sty 

Rians— HO 16 ZT, 29 \3 ts% Zl , 

ni2) 120 11% I8>: 25 )9 S 37 

_ Wg Wjg Aug MiMay jg 

E«snn EK 6S0 58 TO 80 $ 14% 25 

now wo 24% 40 so, ir, 34% 

StrteMur te jroto Jm Sq> 
NMI Pwr._ 460 5ff, Sft 66 ft IS 2ft 
IW,| SB - 36% r 32 38% 

SO*Pwr_46Q 39, V, 53 12 17 25 

P«2} SO 15% 26 33 32% 3ft 45 


LONDON COMMODITY EXCHANGE 
COCOA 

Dec-885-571 Mir —__9ff>9S9 

MV-9W928 Mffr-1006.1 an 

SO? -«WtJ Sul - — >018-1016 

Jal-95>9S0 Sep_«... KBH022 

Sep- 964-963 

Oez ... 977AJ76 Volume non 

ROBUSTA COFFEE (S) 

Jar:-12204317 Sep-i2M-is» 

Mar-1232-1230 NOV _ 1224-1278 

May-1226-123 Ian _ 1224-1218 

Jal- 1222-1220 V (Marne. 1834 

NO.7 PREMIUM RAW SUGAR (6.00pm) | 

oa-ffl.tp.nfl6 

Spoi 26sto jw unq 

Mar_m 7>10 79 Mar_unq 

May-itaMia May- naq 

mi-1120-UJ6 volume 24 

WHITE SUGAR (FOB) 

Rrnui OO-278.9-77.5 

Spec 2330 Dee_273+75 5 

Mar-2825-820 Mar ...._279.4-76.5 

May-285M4J M*y-314-77J 

AUB-239.+680 Volume O* 

.MEAT A LIVESTOCK COMMISSION 
Assage !aen«K pritts U represeuSaare 


matkeo on December 23 


(pTkgtej 

Pit 

Sheep 

Ctsje 

OB' -_ 

7674 

98.M 

12451 

- 

-216 

■655 

-290 

E.tg.'Wiier- 

7128 

9X4S 

12379 

f**“f___ 

-Aa2 

•6.19 

-297 

(*}-- 

-969 

-688 

-750 

Sen land ——_ 

8571 

97.77 

12525 

l*.*-j _. 

•9 97 

-855 

-157 

1N>..— 

-XM 

-673 

-«9 


LONDON MEATF1TURES 

U** «*!**) I 

Open One Open Ook { 

Aug—.— unq - Mar__ artq _ j 

Sep —. .. unq ... VoUcneD 1 


GN1 LONDON 
GRAIN FUTURES i 
WHEAT 

(dMel/Q I 

Jan- 96.40 I 

Mar-10040 

May--101.70 

Jun-—-10145 

Sep---59 A0 

Volume 269 

BARLEY 

Moral in 

ton-10070 

Mar-105+5 

May-- 107 JO 

Sep- 9245 

Nc»-64.90 

vtHume 40 

HI-PRO SOYA 

Mtect/fi 

Aug ...-— unq 

Od_____ 

tire ...-- 

fell_ 

Apr -- 

VotwneO 

POTATO 

ft/i) open Obu 

Mar_unq 131.0 

APT_ HJ2fl 1040 

May_ 1190 1190 

volume aoi 

RUBBER 
No 1RS5 Of tf/i) 

Un .61JtM10Q 

ffJOWMrt V te ime mr v ft y l 

copper Gde a tt nonius - 

Lead ttfionart... 

Zinc Sprt HI GOC Brtonnri _. 

Un Bnonnd -- 

Alumlnfinn HI Gdr tf/umne 
Nickel dfiraind- 


P®"* 1 * W*0pn): An exercise in 
book balancing ahead of the holidays resulted in 
weaker numbers. 

CRUDE OILS $/barrel FOB) 

eisb= ™ 

its iiS 

W Texas IncennedJaJe (Mar) __ 1450 -<U0 

__PRODUCTS B/MT) 

Sjxa OF NW Europe (prompt degrerri 

FWBmGni.l5„^ Bid; J44 H) Offer. 146 Hi 

- 142 h" 143 l-l) 

Not EEC IH Jan — 146 Mi lag fi 

Non EEC 1H FW 146 - 2 . 

WR^oa -- SKI SS«£3 

Naphtha- 1291-1] 133(0/1} 

IFEFUTURES 
GN1 Ltd 
GASOIL 

Jtt-M1.7W100 Apr-14M043.75 

FCfi-M2.&4340 May-I44JS-4490 

MW -I43J0+XZS Jim- 144.75 BIO 

-- Vol! 12636 

BRENT M O pw} 

WJ-- 13*5-13.66 May-1-06-14,33 

M" 1 . IIB’UIN Jun-I4.46-I4J5 

Apr-- 1406-14. M Vol: 12KJ6 

UNLEADED GASOLINE 

Jin - UHJtHLOO Aw--16100SLR 

neb - 14SOM6.7S May - I62jo«xoo 

Mar --linq VoLso 


. 14J6-14.33 
- 14.46-14 JS 
Vol: 12S06 


. 16100 SLR 
(62JO«XOO 

VoLS0 


Burst 

GNI UdffMlpO 

Jan 9i HVi: 1250 late: 1250 Ctaw 1244 

P» 94 — — 126.1 

— — 1298 

JU194 — — 117.1 

Vol:»lob. Open tnrsc 22S5 Index 1221 -I 

LONDON METAL EXCHANGE Rodotf Wolff 

Crate 1772.5-1773JJ 3aste 179601796.5 VoL-l8259M 

*600047000 482430483 DO 147275 

973.00074X0 »l«09ttffi 367Q25 

«77UM7RU> 48240482511 19480 

IIOSO-IIOU H22J)-llZLa 836125 

S2TOA527SJ> 53250-D30.0 612W 



Argentina peso*_ 

Australia anHy _ 

Bahrain dinar 
Bnuil cruzeiro *_ 

Cyprus pound- 

TwJandrnaria. ... 

Greece drachma_ 

Hong Kong dollar 

India rupee_____ 

Kuw&ir dinar KD_ 

Malaysia ringed 

Mexico peso_ 

New Zealand dollar _ 
Saudi Arabia rival 
Suwapons dollar_ 

S Africa rand ffin)_ 

S Africa ojnd(rom)_„ 

UAEdirtcun.. 

Barclays Bonk GTS' 


-L4W6-L500Z 

-— 2JJ2S-Z2I59 

— 0^7SQj6Q5 

- 434.72-136J2 

- 0.75754X7675 

-.-M2Z&S38 

- ^1^-368.75 
— 1I3892-1L5W4 

-- -46.45-77.41 

-0.4415-0,45IS 

-1849WUSZ1 

-457-4*7 

-Z68D-Z68M 

- 5547-5A73 

-Z5S32-2J909 

- 6.6472-6 7118 

-5J064V-S.0721 

QOjSf" 


Australia_ 

Austria_ 

Belgium (Com} _ 

Canada _ 

DoimarL 

Prance__ 

Germany_ 

Hraig Kong_ 

Ireland._!!_ 

Italy__ 

Japan__ 

Malaysia_ 

Netherlands _ 

Norway_ 

Portugal _ 

Singapore__ 

Spain__ 

Sweden ..._ 

Switzerland 


L4747-1.4757 

-I!.620-11.925 

-3M W-35J21 

-15240-15245 

-6^45^.6315 

-S.777O5.7S20 

-1-MgiMS 

-- 7.722S-7.723S 

- 1.4321-1,4536 

■-165S5-16595 

-110.77-11057 

-r^ 45 - 25 ® 5 

- 1^0-1.0004 

-- 75560.73500 

-(7350-17360 

15510-13933 
- 09^0-13950 
-- 

—1-4335-1.4345 


Ll - MONEY rates (%) - -1 

TV»»y Bias(Oi^Buy: 2 mil, 5% i^rrolt S. sell: aS 5:3 mill: 4 ^ ^ 5 "‘* 


1 KK » svi.: ^ 

ovemlghc open 5. dose 3 %. 5 0 5vs ’" SV5-. s V5% 

asr"” ^ ^ 

ButidlngSo ctoyCPre 5 ^ ^ ^3 ^ 

ills?.? ^ N0VJ0 -1993 Agreed rates 
1993 scheme TV A V: 5518%. ^*- rate Oa » [9 WionJ?S 

L^y ^RQPEAjf^ ^iiEy PEPo sirgfwi) —n 

Dollar' 1 T *J 3 rotfa 4(rtl ~ 


ST 7 3 mtfa ima , 

» SS W: 


SorerrignK OW «j 

r- 
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Customers hunt for Christmas bargains in London’s Burlington Arcade and die new Ben tail’s centre in Kingston upon Thames. Surrey 

Shoppers search for value 
and put pressure on prices 


O nly a few years ago the 
Christmas holiday was not 
complete without the famil¬ 
iar spectacle of the bargain- 
hungry shopper camped outside his 
local department store with his primus 
stove and sleeping bag a week before 
the January sale. Nothing — not even 
sub-zero temperatures and interviews 
by journalists — would deter him from 
his bid to be the first in the queue to buy 
the television set on special offer at £20. 
It was as much a parr of the yuletide 
tradition as turkey, die Queen's Speech 
and the Morecambe and Wise Christ¬ 
mas special. 

Nowadays the sales are no longer a 
special occasion, but a way of life. 
There are end-ofseason sales, mid¬ 
season sales, special offers, interest free 
credit, two for the price of one 
discounts and blue cross days. The 
sales are no longer an annual event but 
a year-round phenomenon. As Richard 
Hyman of Verdict die retail consul¬ 
tants. says: “The word sale has been 
made virtually redundant" 

But while it seems the high street in 
1993 has been in permanent discount 
mode, the facts suggest there is a subtie 
change afoot A recent survey by 
Verdict of pricing in the women's 
clothing market actually showed a 
reduction in die level of discounting 
with 21 per cent of die product offer 
marked down compared with 23 per 
cent a year ago. 

While the figures suggest there are 
still a lot of red and white “Everything 
Must Go” pasters about, they also 
imply retailers are beginning to realise 
that discounting is not a sure-fire way 
to get the reluctant and recession- 
hardened shopper of the 1990s to part 
with his or her money. As Sir Geoffrey 
Mulcahy. chairman of Kingfisher, the 
B&Q to Comet retail empire, recently 
said; “The simple fact is that the more 
you discount, the less faith the consum¬ 
er has in your pricing in the fiist place. 
Guarantee competitive pricing from 
die outset and the customer has no 
reason to go elsewhere." In other 
words, consumers are prepared to pay 
full price, it's just their concept of what 
full price is that has changed. 

Kingfisher has applied this philoso¬ 
phy with devastating effect at B&Q. 
which has eschewed the tactical dis¬ 
count wars that have plagued the DIY 
market in favour of permanently low 
prices on 500 core products. The result 
of its “Key DIY" campaign has been a 
marked rise in turnover at the expense 
of its main rivals. 'Unsurprisingly, the 
group's mantra of “Everyday Low 
Pricing" is now being echoed by others. 
Paula Alexander, head of corporate 


Susan Gilchrist detects a sea change in 
retailers’ pricing policies in response to the 
public’s caution over spending their money 


communriations at Sears, says there 
has been a substantia] reduction in the 
level of markdowns within the group 
this year. This years autumn mid¬ 
season sale at the resurgent British 
Shoe Corporation, which indudes die 
Saxone and Dolds chains, ran for four 
weeks compared with eight weeks last 
year. BSC has instead introduced 
lower price ranges such as its Jouralle 
court shoe, which retails at £9.99. It 
now sells 40.000 pairs a week, four 
times the volume of the shoe it 
replaced. Ms Alexander says simply: 
‘These days people are more canny 
about value." 

Mr Hyman agrees: “Consumers are 
not taken in any more. Reducing 
something from £10 to £8 is just not 
good enough, they can see right 
through it They want the price to start 
at E8." 

This realisation has also dawned at 
Burton, the high street fashion retailer, 
where discounting and markdowns 
were reaching endemic proportions. 
Customers at its Burtons. Dorothy 
Perkins and Tbp Shop/Top Man 
chains rapidly learnt that there was no 
point in buying a garment at full price 
when they could probably get it at half 


price the following week. While the 
group’s sales line exuded a healthy 
glow, the bottom line looked deddedly 
sickly with the fashion chains making 
profits of less than £10 million cm 
turnover of just under £1 billion. 

When John Hoemer took over as 
dtief executive in February last year he 
derided to bring an end to the discount 
culture and re-establish the brand 
integrity of the stores in order to 
persuade customers that it was worth¬ 
while paying hill price. 

I t has not been a simple task. The 
group has had to overhaul its 
whole price architecture and es¬ 
tablish lower opening price points 
which customers would believe repre¬ 
sented good value for money. Prices on 
like-for-like merchandise are now on 
average 5 to 10 per cent lower. 

While sales and special offers still 
feature, the group has substantially 
more weeks of prime trading than it 
did two years ago. Anyone walking 
into a Burtons store on the Saturday 
two weeks before Christmas would 
have noticed that the entire stock was 
marked down by 25 per cent in one of 
the chain's subtlety entitled “Megaday " 



Special offers have become a permanent feature in the high street 


sales. This year there was no pre- 
Christmas sale. 

Although full price has to be more 
competitive, it does not have to be the 
lowest Mr Hyman says: “People want 
better value for money not cheapness. 
They want all the qualitative tilings 
they got in the 1980s but at a price they 
believe offers value for money. Aid the 
overcapacity in the industry as a result 
of the explosion of space in the late- 
1980s means they are going to get it 
For the first time in many years in 
retailing it is a buyers' market” 

Ms Alexander agrees: “People are 
not just looking for the cheapest price. 
Customers are very savvy and know 
they can get a good deal." She rites a 
recent example at Adams. Sears’ 
childrenswear chain, where a £34.99 
jacket sold twice as fast as one for 
£15.99. “We thought it would be the 
cheaper one that would sell out, not the 
other way round. But customers looked 
at the extras they were getting for the 
more expensive one and derided that 
was better value for money." 

This new consumer attitude has been 
successfully exploited by Marks & 
Spencer in its Outstanding Value 
Campaign, now in its second year, 
which froze or lowered prices across 
the board. M&S*5 customers have 
always believed the store offered 
quality, as a result of the campaign 
they are now also convinced it offers 
excellent value for money too. 

A1 though M&S has few markdowns 
and is still far from being the cheapest 
clothing retailer in its sector on the 
high street, jts like-for-like sales are 
running comfortably ahead of many of 
its competitors. 

The same phenomenon is evident 
outside of fashion retailing. John Dare, 
managing director of Dixons, the 
leading electrical retailer, says the 
group puts its efforts into providing 
“added value" rather than just the 
cheapest price. “You have to be 
competitive, but price is only an edge 
for a day until same competitor comes 
along and matches it" 

Moreover, Dixons' consumer re¬ 
search shows that when it comes to 
selecting an electrical retailer the factor 
of price has actually fallen in impor¬ 
tance during the recession. Mr Dare 
believes the new consumer approach is 
not simply a short-term phenomenon, 
but a permanent feature of the retailing 
environment “There is no doubt 1994 
will see more of the same." 

Oscar Wilde once said that same 
people know the price of everything 
and the value of nothing. It seems that 
today's consumer has the measure of 
both. 


THE TIMES 
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Cracker of 
a haggis 



CHRISTMAS always poses a 
dilemma for Peter Cole, chair¬ 
man of South Green Holdings 
of Brecon, South Wales, which 
is famous for making the 
world’s most expensive Christ¬ 
mas crackers. Cole, whose 
company provides custom-de¬ 
signed crackers for Harrods. 
Form urn & Masons, the QE2 
and others, has to take partic¬ 
ular care over the choice of 
jokes, since obvious targets, 
such as royalty, may well be 
among the customers. “Our 
jokes never contain anything 
to do with royalty, racism, 
politics or religion." says Cole, 
whose goods sell for as much 
as £300 for six. “Christmas is a 
happy occasion and it will be 
unfortunate if the butt of a 
particular joke was someone 
who was sitting around the 
table." Customers include 
Middle Eastern rulers, foreign 
diplomats and celebrities such 
as Elizabeth Taylor, who has a 
penchant for silk-covered 
crackers. Indeed, no challenge 
is too great One Scottish 
customer even asked for a 
cracker done in tweed 
containing a small haggis- 

Sleighing santas 

EIGHT Santas working in 
shopping malls in Denver, 
Caforada have been forced to 


take the first sleigh out of 
town, after receiving some un- 
seasonal death threats. The 
anonymous threats, made by 
letter and fax. warned that the 
Santas could go the same way 
as the victims of a shooting 
spree, in which four people 
died at a pizza restaurant last 
week. The warning was 
signed: “Terminator". 

Memo to... 

OUR final festive merit award 
of the year goes to Lewis 
Silkin, the solicitor, which has 
printed a spoof “Memo to San¬ 
ta" on the cover of its Christ¬ 
mas card. It demands a range 
of items including a lawyer* 
watch, penal, and “beaury pa¬ 
rade" kit, and notes, without 
prejudice, that milk and bis¬ 
cuits will be available in meet¬ 


ing room 3. Among runners- 
up, EC! Ventures, the venture 
capital firm, has a picture of 
Sir John Banham wearing a 
silly hat cm its coven PR man 
Philip Barrow* card reads: 
“Philip Barr ho ho ho", and 
Michael Peters, of Jdentica, 
has sent a minimalist card: it 
is completely blank. Finally, 
we wonder whether Morgan 
Stanley is about to tie the knot 
with J. Henry Schroder 
Wagg? Their cards are 
identicaL 

Carol circular 

ROBIN Angus, of NatWest 
Markets, thinks all this talk 
about juicy bonuses in the Dry 
should be taken with a pinch 
of salt His annual “Christmas 
Carol" circular, sung to the 
tune of Good King Wenceslas, 



includes the veTse: “Mean¬ 
while 93 has seen/financial 
market roaring. What a glory- 
year irs been! The indices are 
soaring! But don’t believe the 
tales you read /of bonuses 
they Ye giving: I’ve proved, by 
sending out this screed, I 
STILL must earn a living..." 
Amen to that 

UTTLE boy, overheard on a 
bus in Bath: “Grandad is giv¬ 
ing me a watch for Christmas. 
It's one of those new watches — 
you don't have to put batteries 
in it, you just wind it up.” 

Top of the tree 

WOMEN in top jobs in Amer- 
ica are taking home multi-mil¬ 
lion dollar salaries — but still 
earn substantially less than 
men in similar jobs. The exer¬ 
cising of stock options took 
Turi Josefsen, executive vice- 
president of US Surgical, to 
the top of the list by value at 
$26.7 million, according to a 
survey by Working Woman 
magazine. Linda Wachner, 
chief executive of Wamaco 
Group, earned the highest sal¬ 
ary — $1.86 million — and the 
highest bonus •— $13 million, 
but only came in sixth overall 
because of the number of 
women executives cashing in 
their stock options. Thirteen 
women earned $1 million or 
more in 1991 The magazine 
also reports the wage gap is 
widening among upper level 


managers. The average 
woman in middle and upper 
management earned $187,000 
in salary and bonuses in 1992 
— 57 per cent of the estimated 
$327,000 average annual com¬ 
pensation for male executives. 

Mistletoe and wine 

THE title of a most helpful ar¬ 
ticle on how to survive the of¬ 
fice party carried by Men’s 
Health . an American maga¬ 
zine, is “Guided mistletoe”. 
Addressing the question of 
how much one should drink at 
the annual Christmas binge, it 
warns sagely that not drink¬ 
ing could make colleagues 
suspect your motives and 
make them surly and distrust¬ 
ful. adding: “They may at¬ 
tempt to loll you by sneaking 
toner into your onion dip." 
There is far more in a similar 
vein, but suffice it to say that, 
next month, the magazine 
promises a follow-up entitled: 
“What Colour is your 
Wenceslas?—tips for the post¬ 
holiday job search." 

ABOUT three years ago, I was 
rash enough to buy Carlton 
Communications shares at 
9J5p. I watched with interest 
as they fell to 298p. and am 
delighted to see that they are 
back where they started, clos¬ 
ing at 940p yesterday. Merry 
Christmas , Mr Green ... 

Jon Ashworth 



Santa’s stockmarket 


THE rise in retail share prices yesterday 
suggests the City still believes in Father 
Christmas. Shares in companies such as 
Next. Storehouse and Boots rose by up to 5 per 
cent as investors speculated on a good 
Christmas in die high street Dearly brokers 
are either expecting full stockings or they have 
just blown their generous bonuses on 
presents for the family. 

The surge in store shares was partly caused 
by a trading statement from Flying Flowers, a 
recent issue, which said trading was 30 per 
cent ahead of last year. But the picture of pre- 
Christmas spending from more representa¬ 
tive sources is less effusive- Barclaycard says 
overall spending on its 9 million cards this 
month is up 8 per cent on last year. Since 
credit card sales continue to grow faster than 
overall spending, this implies a rise in high 


street turnover of up to 3 per cent, not far from 
what it has been all year. Although this is not 
insignificant it hardly constitutes a boom. 

Barclaycard* data supports eye-witness 
accounts of pre-Christmas sales and dis¬ 
counts. Indeed, last weekend's mini-boom, 
when credit card turnover rose 15 per cent 
from last year, could merely show that 
shoppers are continuing to wait for bargains. 

The dearest indication dial consumer 
spending is still subdued comes from the 
patient of Barclaycard turnover. The largest 
rise in turnover occurred in supermarkets, 
where it rose 24 per cent. Spending on 
consumer goods like jewellery by contrast is 
still subdued. However excited the City may 
be about Christmas, there is no sign of a 
return to the free-spending days before the 
recession. 


Paramount 

AS PUNTERS watched the 
great Paramount auction 
they yelled: "Higher, higher". 
Any suggestion that the bid 
battle for the media group 
might be entering its end¬ 
game was quickly squashed 
yesterday by the Wail Street 
arbitrageurs, who have a 
keen interest in pushing the 
price as high as they can. 

The increased offer from 
QVC on Wednesday night 
has pushed the affair into 
record territory. Matsushita 
paid 13 times earnings before 
interest, tax and depredation 
for MCA, which was itself 
thought to be exorbitant 
That implied a final price of 
$90 a share for Paramount 
but QVC has beaten this by 
$2 in its latest offer. 

The real surprise is that 
Viacom has kept its lower 
tender offer open until the 
new year, which gives some 


credence to suggestions that 
it is casting around for addi¬ 
tional finance to make a 
further counter-offer. 

It is difficult to see how 
either bidder can justify such 
a price. The performance of 
QVC* shares since Septem¬ 
ber shows that Wall Street 
has little confidence that Bar¬ 
ry Differ can make the take¬ 
over work. 


At least the whole affair 
has been shorn of its legal 
posturing since the outcome 
in the Delaware courts, and 
Paramount has been forced 
to offer both bidders level 
playing fields. This should 
speed up the conclusion of 
this epic. But Viacom would 
do well to admit defeat now. 
rather than risk its entire 
future just to prove a point- 


HAPPILY EVER AFTER? 
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Unilever 

LOSSES at Ortiz-Miko are 
unlikely to ruin Christinas 
for Unilever, the annual prof¬ 
its of which dwarf even the 
turnover of the French ice 
cream and frozen food manu¬ 
facturer. Yet apparent lad; of 
concern from the Anglo- 
Dutch giant and noises about 
poor summer weather are 
only half the story, as the 
news from across the Chan¬ 
nel amounts to more than 
spilt milk. 

Ortiz-Miko has, for some 
time, been suffering from 
price pressure and competi¬ 
tion from Mars and H&agen- 
Dazs. The French group* 
market share of 16-18 per cent 
is behind both Nestle and 
Unilever and last year* mi¬ 
serly profit of FH2.7 million 
was achieved on the slimmest 
of operating margins. The 
picture gets worse this year, 
with first-half losses and a 
deficit forecast for the full 
year—yet Ortiz-Miko shares 
were trading cm a price earn¬ 
ings ratios of well over 100 
times 1992 earnings, even 
before the Unilever offer. 

Posh ice creams sell at 
almost any price these days, 
and the astonishing margins 


earned by other companies 
on impulse brands suggest 
Ortiz-Miko* weaknesses go 
deeper than just a poor sum¬ 
mer. The Anglo-Dutch group 
has its own defence against 
Haagen-Dazs and Mars in 
Magnum, its new brand, and 
the French company* mar¬ 
ket share is more attractive 
than its brands. 

Having set itself the objec¬ 
tive of becoming the emperor 
of ice cream. Unilever could 
hardly shrink from paying a 
full price for Ortiz, comfort¬ 
able in the knowledge that we 
will continue to pay silly 
prices for the product. 

YJ Lovell 

YJ LOVELL shareholders 
could be forgiven for not 
sharing in die festivities. The 
ugly details of the construc¬ 
tion group* restructuring 
show that existing ordinary 
shareholders will be diluted 
down to 11 per cent of the eq¬ 
uity, while the banks. led by 
Barclays, take effective con¬ 
trol, with a fully diluted 49 
per cent stake. 

This Is tough cm die inves¬ 
tors. who thought they were 
bailing Lovell out in its £30 
million rights issue two years 


ago, at 130p a share. But £30 
million (fid not even provide 
a fig leaf to cover the growing 
holes in Lovell’s balance 
sheet then, and shareholders 
are now being asked to sub¬ 
scribe again at lOp a share. 

The £77 million Lovell is 
raising before expenses 
leaves it looking viable, but 
hardly flush with cash. On- 
balance sheet gearing is only 
30 per cent following the re¬ 
construction. but the inclu¬ 
sion of £40 million in off- 
balance-sheet debt increases 
this to 93 per cent 

Lovell should be able to 
manage to get this down, as it 
closes and sells off peripheral 
businesses. The remaining 
businesses, particularly 
housebuilding in Britain and 
America, need the cash gener¬ 
ated by disposals to expand 
their landbanks. Such expan¬ 
sion is badly needed since the 
group* continuing business 
managed to turn in a £370,000 
profit before exceptionals. on 
£208 million turnover. 

The ten into one consolida¬ 
tion of Lovell* shares will 
take the company out of the 
range of penny share tipsters. 
But it will not make the com¬ 
pany* long route back to 
health any shorter. 


Prudential approach to transfer of pension benefits 


From the Chief Executive. 
Prudential Corporation 
Sir . I am seriously concerned 
about the recent publication 
by the Securities and Invest¬ 
ments Board of a KPMG 
survey on transfers of benefits 
from occupational pension 
schemes to personal pension 
contracts. 

The survey looked at ten 


companies our of the 240 
members of lautro — the 
Prudential was not among 
them. 

We have taken and continue 
to take a prudent and respon¬ 
sible approach to such trans¬ 
fers and do not accept that the 
results of the survey apply to 
pension transfer policies ar¬ 
ranged through Prudential 


representatives. Nevertheless, 
we shall of course be happy to 
discuss any concerns our cus¬ 
tomers may have. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL NEWMARCH, 
Chief Executive, 

Prudential Corporation, 

142 Holbom Bars. 

EC1. 


Monetary fallacy 

From Mr Thomas Haran 
Sir. In his column (December 
101. Anthony Harris puis his 
faith in unsound monetary 
theory. The “lump-of-money" 
concept is not a fallacy. 

A performs a service for B 
and accepts his IOU. Money 
has been created. A is a service 
creditor, B a service debtor. B 
performs a reciprocal service 
for A and recovers his IOU: 
money has been destroyed. 
The use of third-party IOUs 
(banknotes) does not alter this 
basic situation. Banknotes can 
circulate, but purchasing 
power does not 

The outstanding money 
supply is. therefore, a limited 
amount and additional gov¬ 
ernment expenditure can only 
be financed at the expense of 
existing borrowing — that is. 
crowding out 

The correct remedy is to cut 
pay and prices in step. Less 
borrowing would then be re¬ 
quired to finance the current 
standard of living and the 
markets should be left to use 
the surplus to finance recovery 
and growth. 

Mr Clarke has got the first 
part right but has he the 
courage to implement the 
second? As for Mr Harris, he 
should read my bod; The 
Monetary Analysis. 

Yours faithfully. 

THOMAS HARAN, 

23 Orchard Road, 

Bromley. Kent 


Insurance ‘creaming’ means many pay more 


From W. David 
Sir, Hats off to Mr Peter Wood 
(of Direct Line) for earning his 
mega-bucks by giving the es¬ 
tablished industry a bloody 
nose, but only a muted cheer 
because 1 have had to pay. Is it 
really insurance as it has come 
to be understood to cover only 
the cream of a market? 

The result is that those who 
do not attract a welcome from 
his computer have to stay with 
the traditional industry and 
pay premiums commensurate 
with the risk of what is left. In¬ 
surance is based on a spread 
of risk, cross-subsidy if you 
like, but of course every claim 


is a subsidy by those fortunate 
enough to escape damage. The 
new company, “targeting 
higher-risk customers" will 
aggravate the situation, with 
the result that those most in 
need of cover will be tempted 
to go without How will the 
industry* compensation fund 
for victims of the uninsured 
survive? A straight percentage 
charge on all premiums wiU 
make the situation even more 
skew and this at a time when a 
worrying proportion of driv¬ 
ers are “self-insured". 

Yours faithfully, 

W. DAVID. 

29 Frognal. NW3. 
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CW FINANCIAL IT MGRS LTD 
1 White Hart Yard. Loadoa Bridge SEl 
07140159*6 


BecHitan urn 
Bed BJo-Tccti 
Acorn EautalTi 
city Fin Asses 


Oiy Fin America 8024 

diy Fin lnsf J*i47 

dry Fin Japan 15X71 

Friars Hse c*p 776 ji 

Friars Hse uic 2ia»i 



9754 

... 1.71 

3899 

4l.4*r 

IJI ... 


IbUlt 

... 1.13 

7219 

7599 

1*1 

SQ24 

84.46 


7647 

8049 

. . 049 

15X71 

161 *C> 


276Jl 

29085 

.. 223 

Jlttil 

22X151 

... 439 

137J7 

14614 

... 068 


FilrmrncapQh 13815 145.42* - 205 ... 


-do-Inc A GUI 11356 

Filrrtwmuimi 1 S 82 W 

city Fin Ptfln UK 02.86 


11556 121041 
15804 166.991 


CLERICAL MEDICAL UT MGRS LTD 
Narrow Pfato. Brianl B5Z0JH 08003733*3 
American Gath 56.11 Wjo -ail . . 

Allas Mngd Gwth 3720 4027 *035 0.11 
Dnqon Growth saeo 8620 - a 95 ojb 

Equity High UIC 87.74 92.75* * 097 328 

Europeancwih 49.10 si.90 * 022 074 

Evrr g iem 29.70 31.76 * 020 ... 

General Equity 


Gill a FXd Inline 2820 


Japan Growth 
Pedigree Gwth 
Pro sm Cosine 
Berinmeni me 
Special SIB 
UK 6 Overseas 


COLONIAL MUTUAL UT MGRS LTD 
Chadm MvUk Kero MC44YY 
0*34 898 000 

capital 6707 71.73 • 050 208 

Iran me 6402 64.11 * 022 140 


COMMERCIAL UNION FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT INTERNATIONAL LTD 
Ewkaage Court J Bedford Part. 

Croydoa CK02AQ 081*869918 
PRESTIGE PORTFOLIO (PIT FUNDS) 
income Funds 

Equity lnc 171-58 182X3 * 1.18 4*4 

Fixed 8 Convertible47.71 50.75 * 008 560 

Monthly Inc Plm 5420 $746 *(100 7.77 

Prderenra Share 5X39 56*0 * oos 6.70 


4447 ♦ 1.73 1*5 
86.18 * a 75 151 


preterence Share 5X39 56*o - oos 6.70 

Balanced Funds 

High Yield (40.10 1*904 - a97 521 

Managed FUnd THUS 7422 > 026 2.71 

UK Growth Funds 

smaller Pn 41.80 4447 ♦ 1.73 1*5 

UKftCrnerai «|0I 86.18 * ara isi 

UK Growth 140.11 1490S * IA1 120 

iniemarional Growth Funds 
Europe Growth (81.87 19X48 » 1.14 ... 

Far Eastern Gnu 14X78 15296 . 361 021 

Gfohal Bond 88.14 9X66 *0.11 270 

Japan Growth 10922 116.19 * 1*2 ... 

North MnerOnh 16X16 11221 *1*0... 

OriemnlGrowth 90*1 9661 *069 ... 

worldwide Growm 6321 6724 • 0 10 03$ 

OTHER CU TRUSTS (NON PIT FUNOS1 
Deposn Fund (QJ8 97-28 . O0I 4.79 

Homemaker Fund 7954 8462 • 068 1*1 

QUUter Fund 142.79 151.® * 144 1.96 


19348 * 1.14 ... 
152.96 . 361 021 
9166 *0.11 X70 


CONFEDERATION FUNDS MGMT LTD 
Lgoo^Wg. SKvenaqe. How SGI2NN 


Growth Inc 
High Incumr 

Japan 

Smaller cos inc 
Smaller Cm 
North American 
European 


6421 - 057 1*0 
37*1 • 028 4-30 
31.91 - 007 ... 
3205* » 029 240 
JJJS1 * OJO 140 
33 .BS - 016 OJO 
38*0 *030 060 


CONSISTENT UNTT TST MGMT CO LTD 
I White Han Yd. Loadoa Bridge SEl LNX 
071407 59*6 

QnlSlMemUT 3151 J4*I -0*0 424 


COOKE (HENRY) INV FUNDS UD 
l Ktoe SL Ma n c hes te r M603AH 6800526 JSB 
Growth I37AC 140.40 • Q.“0 1.99 

income 7834 ai24 • 0 a6 4.11 

European 5857 620J* • 0 IB 057 

■ccowry 13500 143.70 * I® I® 


a>op pgqsiON fds ut mgrs ltd 

TRW) Corahs. London EC5V3NJ 0712839494 


CREDIT SUISSE INV FDS 
H — 


wamupin rue 7iao 

Income 247.7D 26302 

SnuDerOK 137.90 14650 

I nr Portfolio 7957 *4.76 

HlGh IIKDITK Port 70*4 7526 


DIMENSIONAL TST MGMT LTD 

mi«63?* :,,e, Uwten ECSM 31X5 

EuroSmauCos I432J i46iot *32.. 
Japan Small Cot kmijs 10684* -»j eo 

UK small C(n 1677 7 |;<Ob .36*0 . 

us small cm isii.i rtssjt - zsv . 


DISC RETIONA KV UNIT FUND MGRS 
towgwu sneet Lumton EC2A2BL 
DU 3778819 

Dhclnc 1*160 1422V ... ’up 


DUNEDIN UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
3. Rawtaun Terrace. FdlnWj* OJI 315 2500 
European G*th -4X2D 26X50 ■ l.«D |.|4 

Men Alla 23529 2SJ90 - ijo oji 

tipanGrowth IIIL60 lWTO -0.10 .. 

Japsirrltrim 461® 499 89 - Qju .. 

NUiAmcr 2D® 257JO 0<K 

5hl(rdAria pac Ml IDJO Mljn *0*0 044 
UK Die a Grill 727XU 24220 • 210 324 


EAGLE STAR UNIT MGRS LTD 
Balh Rood. Cbcbshui GLS3 7UJ 0342 JT7 5S5 
UK Balanced Inc 14260 isi.mr • |j» 227 
UKHIRh (DC Inc 154*0 IW4> * 1.50 472 
UKPrri6 TI Inc I4.S Mint -006 641 
EnvTOtTtntl opp* 82.(0 87.97 • 0*9 1.40 


EDINBURGH UNIT TST MGRS LTD 

e345oSpS2b Tcrra0t ' EiUatn, *Th 
unman KOTO I2720r -010 a 

CnnvrftIUef 74no SM • ftiJ 7. 

Gaul!) 1 Income 140. Hi f4k.nr • I 40 3. 

EurnFund 4592 4X59 • 022 a 

Financial H IS 54js • o.ij 2 


FinandaJ 51 is 

Growth ft Inc 24723 

Hlfit-.Wa 165 aq 

intcmaifonal 3*423 

Imi Incumr 9X7} 

train American <40* 

Tactile 89 47 

Pre toenw snare a.»4 

Toho 19080 

VK smaller Cos 231 SO 


2472) 26170 
165*0 I762J* 


272QT -010 021 
2FJ01 -rill 7.65 

4*.RT • I 40 
4X59 * 022 OJC 
5424 • 0*2 224 
70 • i50 2*5 
7t2T • 1*0 426 
0820 - 120 024 


J84A1 40820 - 120 024 
9X73 |OS.40 - O.ID 247 
<506 47 SS • O0S 026 

8*47 930h . 0*9 0L32 

25.94 I7J0 * 006 X63 


I90B0 2CJO 
23)50 ?*>D0 


toandO. KWH Ww. O r pta pun BSbtUA 
MwWSI 


ENDURANCE FUND MGMT LTD 
fl|Hra^ton Ganlnx Lomton SW74JII 

Enaoraricr f a 30300 21660 * 3,90 043 


EQUITABLE UNIT TRUST MGRS LTD 
Waft™ M^Ajteftary. Bmfta HPSTqn 

European Ttso 80*4 * 027 iai 


European 
FferEasm 
Hichlncrane 
nuiGroxa 
sotih American 
PrUon 
smaller era 
Special Sin 
TMefiroTsB 


33195 XVTM 
IJ92S I466U 


118.5*4 1*4.7* *D.|0 ICO 
11567 12170 -OW- 101 
1*408 I30AI * 176 2*3 
71» 756J1 * 02! 197 

<4194 9J.7J * 101 I.W 


EVERMORE H.T9D MGMT LTD 
MMute Hart Yard. Loadoa Bridqe SO 
0714075946 

SmanaCraUK 2U29 J0X64 * 061 1.73 
Smaller cm Ate 14675 jmjd • lew i 7} 
sawvnjr 4x92 »*i iftig 


EVETER FUND MANAGERS LTD 
SCatbednl Yard. Eaart EM 1HB 
03*24121*4 

Balantrd i.’ivS i2X53r - am 

Capitol Growth Xtrt s**4 * IW 

WnllnvfB! 462) 49.40 * OUT 

Hl^h Inanrr M49 53 Jn • 6.0 

»anam mbj oxjti «o*« 

zero twenocr 37.76 4007* * am 


FAMILY’ INYTSTMENT MGMT LTD 
16 Ural Sum BricfaM BNI 3t£0273220707 
FamO) mwi in r.wr rape ^ 

Family inGomrTsi 5:o» MJ2 6rt» 

Farrcv Tnrt 79M M.fh , . j.® 

1 ■nhtd ChartUry 24X61) 264*0 .. 140 


122 - 176 


FOSTER ft BRAfTHWAITE FUND 
MANAGEMENT LTD 
1 While Hart Yard. Undue SEl INX 
071407 596* 

Hlgtl JdC Cqty 5125 540T *028 IN 

-do-[nrm inc 77*3 kl*o - 075 374 

1 ml Growth 11 J* 75.9(1 ... 1.19 

Imesarusu Trust 9X12 95-87 * UI 023 

UK smaller Cos 7893 8X97 * 211 121 


High Income 328*7 3SI26 
Erin income 299*0 319.16 
FlElS GDI $0.48 $426 

imernaiMnal 

Uriernanonal 26609 28442 
GKfoa) Bond 59.92 63.741 

parauyo< Funds 8077 mji 
GH hXl Tech 14105 150*51 
Overseas FUnta 

Aston Eiuerprtsc I95J5 20X90 
European 4500 s 47728 


328*7 351-56 * 261 X63 
299*0 JI9LIM * 10! 196 
$048 5426 - 006 7AS 


LAURENTTAN UNIT TST MGMT LTD 
Lauremton Use. Para wood. Glu muster 
GU7RZ Eaqp 0452371500 Dig: 0452371*23 
Growth TrtKt 255.90 272J0T *140 128 

HgUltoaune 116*0 12X30 - 120 X63 

imerruilonal 9X10 9904 * 023 0-22 

Kecrraray Trust 6196 66.9CT * 064 129 

European Tnisi 7X70 8372 * 055 107 

Japanese Tran 40.71 4324 * 042 ... 

American Trust 7X8 1 81*5 * 006 ... 

Managed M.75 71.01 * 006 054 

Cash 51.40 51*0 * 001 4*3 


MURRAY JOHNSTONE UT MGMT 
7 West NBc 54 G2XCOW G12PC 034S090933 
Acumen 9827 100(0 - OJO zxv 

Annan tnc 9469 96.78 « 0.47 108 

Aounen Beamr 90.71 9L63 • ai4 6.43 

-do- IM 83*1 846* * 013 643 

American income 173DO 179.70 - 0 70 L43 

Cash BKOme 49*1 5022 * 001 506 

Equity Income 104.90 107 . 9 m * 100 422 

Enrapean 7226 71*0 * 001 l.u 

Smaller On 75.13 78.431 • 063 1.12 

Olympiad 6725 6X52 • 024 007 

GfohBl Bond 5022 50*71 * 006 X79 

UK Growth 9X80 9657 * 0*7 101 

PacUIcGrowth u?no L320O * iao ... 

Japan Growth 9103 9171 * 019 ... 


Equity Ik 

EquttV 

European 

High income 

uiHGitn 

imiSoiCo 

Japanese 

Nth Aina 

paancMkB 

pram ler tnc 

smart 

SpocSto 

UK Growth 


89.74 95.97T - 100 3.58 

T50.6S 802*3 • 7*6 221 

jnsji 2ix*i7 . a9o aso 

9626 103271 • 1.19 3 1. 

17900 19105 - ft 06 1.0? 

7589 8Mb * 0.12 064 

179*2 1*203 • 0*3 •• 

157.15 I&ftOTt - 023 0-4 

11124 118.99 * ICS 075 

5.165 55*6 ' 002 X^ 

8X10 9422 • a49 200 

11401 121.93* • l-2i 2.1* 


SEMPER EADEM FUND MGMT LTD 
5 Ravte* RA Htnan. BrmW. Esa 
EiSirfe OT?227380 DeaHmp 02772H0H) 
SeCMr Kcnwcty 159.10 1x7 ro *090 198 


SHARP (ALBERT Oft CO 

S RjrytdpSa Rd Hururo. BreMwoed Em 
EMiriw 02)7 227 300 Dealing: 0277241910 
European 127.(0 I3JJ0 ♦ (JO (.41 

rim American 104 <0 tlftio -OJO ftM 

Inii Bond ft Corn 177 80 145 IW -020 477 

nuird nnsioniu ibsjo i 98-40 . 

smaller CPS 72JW - >329 W7 

ITiGraiCTal 137 93 I44JKH * 1.10 2.90 


RELIANCE UNIT MGRS- LTD 
Rdinner House Tunbridge (Veto. Kero 
noon onim 

SKr 722*0 WZ« - 220 277 

SSSScelnc injjo 18120 - 0.10 1.88 


ROCK ASSET MGMT (UNIT Tg UgHJ- TP 
ft*™ Home. Regent Outre G<Kfor*. 
NewOBllc upon 1>ne KBPM 09129525S 
Maneced 99.15 IQ520 ■■■ UW 


SHEPPARDS UNIT TRUST MGMT LTD 
I \VUte Han Yard. Loadoa Bridge SEl 
071407 9966 

income 45502 48406 * 4 08 i*i 

CfoPaJInc 71.12 7540 » 062 Z48 

Bril leaders 35727 38Q02 * 4J9 J12 

tnll Leaders 215*4 22920 *001 059 


PAM Mg B3J Gnh 6502 67.55 -001 095 


NFU MUTUAL UNTT MGRS LTD 
5 RnKtoh Road. Haaaa Braamood. Essa 
Goqarics 12772:1300 DeaSng OZ77261 DM3 
Aron Equity 12621 0X27 * L21 268 


LA2ARD UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
21 Moorfiddx Loadoa ECB> 2HT on 374 B9H 


26609 284*2 - 099 024 
59.92 63.747 *023 6)3 

8077 8621 - CLOT (UO 

14105 150*9 - 104 ... 


FRAMUNGTON UNIT MGMT LTD 
155 Bktomtato. loadoa EC2M3FT 
Cm 374 4 ™ 

American Growth 53*2 $750 - 035 . 


AraerSmilrCns 47X30 5O5J0 - 2.90 ... 


21041 - 123 129 
6699* * 2J>4 ... 
6687< * 087 32} 


CITY OF LONDON UNTT TST MGRS LTD 
U Erwdieap. Loadan EC3M Ml 0M24U144 
EmerginaMorheu 580! 6126 -a 33 ... 


(Accurn UnlOj 
CSptUITH 
lAccuni Unto) 
cundseniircof 
lAccum Uniisj 
CDiweitlble 

lAccum LlrUcd 


482.70 SI6JD - 2*0 ... 
306.40 325.90 * 200 1*1 
43120 *5660 * 300 1*1 


5524 
5*06 6119 

(3520 14X40 


15660 * 300 1*1 
59.49 *017 066 
6219 - 0.18 0*6 
4X90 « 0.90 5J6 
17690 ♦ 1*0 SJS 


European 45005 47728 * 324 028 

European income 9309 8650 * 0.18 IBI 

EuroSmlrCUs 13803 147.47 ♦ 019 028 

EUrSpSIO 5X21 6201 *022 ON 

Japan Trull 14646 2IIA4 -021 ... 
Japan Special sto 2*UH 24068 * 002... 
PadAcSMirOn 277.72 29X44 • 1*9 006 

NorthAmertcmi 23421 24926 -Oil ... 

American Smaller 10X49 iil. 69 -OM... 
Henderson TK Paul on FortTalla 
American Growth 5521 58*4 -0*4 ... 

EllfSpSttl 49.97 52.96 *016 ... 

General Growth 4307 45*5 * 044 ... 

Global Itch 5520 5*21 -040 ... 

income Growth 4126 4426 * 04) ... 

Japan Growth 3127 25.72 - 002 ... 

overseas Growth 38*4 41.17 .am... 

Smaller COT 2IU6 21*6 *001 ... 

Special opps 
SlerilnE UqutdRv 
WwUeSpStB 


uk cap 
UKinroGth 
UKlneome 
UKSurCos 
EuroGwih 
N Anver Gwth 
JapftPacGLh 
Moory MU 


37040 37620 * XIO 2*0 

407.00 41X10 • X70 3JC 

3863) 292JM * 1*0 3*4 

237*0 246*0 * 220 143 

118.70 lion * 1.40 032 

79.48 9038 * 006 011 

81*5 82.45 • 099 ... 

11675 11675 ... 2260 


23X30 35320 
58*8 62JIT 


5X21 -040 
4X56 *04] 


Fmeivinf;MariOtS 8224 87.971 * 008 ... 


4037 * 035 013 
8620 - 093 028 
92.75* » 097 328 
51.90 • 022 074 
31.76 - 020 ... 


*729 9127 * 085 2217 


tMceom Unto! 
European 
(Acoim Unto) 
Brtra Inorme 
(Acoim Onto) 
Financial 
(Alum Units) 
GIU Trust 
(Accnm Unto) 


83.44 88071 

11X70 12320 


12063 12860 * 0*0 032 

33520 15620 ' 200 329 

48010 51060 * 690 329 

125*0 114.70 ... 024 

1JIJ0 14100 ... 034 


Health Fund inc ljxio i<X3o 


income • Growth 2C.50 21X40* 
puxiun Itnltsj 29X40 31203* 


(ml Growth 
lAdCum units) 
Japan ft Gen 
lAccum Units 


34.70 ... 024 

... 034 
7509 *010 524 
99*2 *014 524 
<320 - (UO ... 
4320 • (UO ... 
11X40* * 220 327 
1)200* . J.IO JJ7 
* 150 ... 


357.10 38320 * 150 
39660 425.70 * 1*0 
17700 18960 * 0*0 
178*0 1912b *080 


Managed Rntlnc 10X70 1102) * 020 069 


lAccum units i laid 115-80 
Monthly income 16620 17690 
Quarterly Income S688 60-50 

(ACCZUn URJB) 5X18 61*8 

Reoovery 327.10 349*0 

(Accum units) 38X30 4ia90 


» 050 069 
,ra.w * 120 326 
60-50 * 036 5.11 
61*8 - 038 XII 


UK Growth 
(Maun union 


5X18 61*8 * 038 XU 

327,10 349*0 * 040 (UI 

38X30 41090 ♦ 0*0 021 

5X05 5768 - OR 241 


HILL SAMUEL UNTT 1ST MGRS 
NLA Tsbfejt Adrflfeambe Rond. Croydoa 
081686435$ 

British ratio 109.10 - 0.10 IJ) 

Capital 177 AO 189.70 * 1*0 160 

Dollar 33260 355.70 - 020 001 

European 33690 253J0 * 120 043 

Far Bast XU70 367 JW * 1*0 022 

Financial 861.70 92100 * 500 121 

GDI ft FXd UI lIK 2933 3047 + 0.15 67tt 

High Mew 11520 123201 + 090 3.98 

income AC nwth 15600 166*0 • IJO 2.91 

imernarional 24320 28010 - 050 006 

Japanese General 17760 189.901 ♦ OJO ... 

Japan mm tax iai« *ai6 ... 
Na Resource* 71.78 7677 - 1,19 047 

Portfolio 7429 7677 - 012 1.74 

Security 3386D 362.10 - O50 L77 

Smaller era 12X90 13X90 * IXO L22 

Spectoiatn 13X00 16670 * 150 US 

UK Emerging Cos 81*9 8728 * 060 OJI 

US smallerGos 7I.7S 76.73 - 103 ... 


LEGAL ft GENERAL (UT MGRS) LTD 
5 Kxytdffi Rood. HnUDU. BrraimoX Easel 
Enqwrics 8277 227300 DeWtoe 027769039$ 
Equity DM 493*0 525.10 * 5.10 232 

Equity Income HU Jo lixoo +080 X23 

UK TaolcaJ Aflotm 59.96 6107* » 010 174 

European I132D 12L70 - OJO 0*9 

Far Eastern 23X30 25320 - 120 ... 

Mad interest 58*8 6Ui* - OM 621 

om 101.70 107*0 + OK) xsc 

Global Growth 7X73 8X76* * OJ7 014 

UmBond 57.70 61 JO -015 425 

Japanese w.® 71.70 +0)5 ... 

North American 15070 16020 - OJO 029 

PadOcCrowth 13430 142.90 • 050 031 
UK Index 66.43 6906 * 0*8 3*5 

UK Recovery 92*2 9823 • Oft) 1.74 

UK smaller Cos H7*o 12 x 10 * - 0*0 i.i j 
USInita 59.7b bunt - tux u< 

European Index 72*2 7564 +021 (J8 

Japan Indet 3801 4014 +011 ... 

WmMWUe B5*l 9IJIX *042 124 


101.70 107*0 +OW xse 

7X73 8X76* + QJ7 014 

57.70 61JO - 015 425 

67.® 71.70* +0)5 ... 


NM UNIT TRUST MGRS 

Enterprise HR. Iumbanl Bsnnd RA 

PUrmxmfa Enq; 0785882695 

Dip 07058S2M 

HM aunaged PtmhiDo Service 

cap GW luclac 10X80 115.70 - OlO 1.75 

Open cap Gth Inc MOJO 11720 * 020 1.96 

MM Unh Trans 

American 44*6 < 7 * 5 * + oos 1.15 

AowraUan 33020 34350 - 200 ... 

Canactenoe 7065 75*9 *028 121 

European 19X50 311.(0 • 1.70 074 

Enra Income 81*7 B6.94T -008 XIO 

GO I ft Ft 6X20 67.75 - 006 501 

COM 5039 6X86 - 006 ... 

income 5X73 620? - 004 421 

UUnl 1308 3X371 • QOi 060 

jap Smaller Oos 30720 32X00 - L80 ... 

Sing ft Matoysun 281.90 30220 - 7*0 ... 

Smaller Cm 2824 Hue • 015 OJA 


ROTHSCHILD FUND MANAGEMENT 
Si SwhhinU Lanes London EC4 
Dealers: 071280 5080 

fa America (Inc) 52(07 55406 -OJI 0 83 
FA America (ACO «7J0 6«U5 - 0J6 OSJ 

FA UK Equity Inc 17702 IS9.7f» * 2.10 300 

FA Japan 247.49 26361 - MO . . 

FA Major UK Cni 104.58 11(061 * 089 200 

FASrtlUrUXCos 286*6 3109* * 139 1.10 

FA European 302*4 320 48 • 2*9 003 

FAAmcrSmQrCH 4S.J6 4X’4 - 0.(9 .. 

FA Asia S9.50 6393 *0-48 .. 

F4JapSrallrCns 46 a*> 49.0 -0.12 ... 

RAM Personal Pension 
UK Malar Cos UKAA IOTAS • O0S 


SINGER ft FRIED LANDER 
INVESTMENT R^NDS LTD 
21 New Sb London EC2M 2HR OntttU36 


European t 
Global Bondi 
Samurai i 
UKCrowlh r 
TaJ Pant 


• OJO .. 

- 010 6*9 
-OCR ... 

- 050 322 
-03> ... 


SMITH ft WILLIAMSON UT MGRS 
I Riding Haute SL Imxba W1AMS 
07I657B77 

American 295*0 3I3J3C9 - 100 045 

Canadian 763S 83.97 - 005 035 


UKSmllrOo 

UKlDcome 

America 

Japanese 

European 

Gth 

Deposit 

Managed 


IOU9 I0T88 
8090 85 15 


10102 107.17 * 1.16 

10X83 \&>29 - 006 
54.19 5704 * (US 

95.94 100.98 * 090 

9170 9621 -Oil 

78JSP9 8304 « 002 


American 

Canadian 

Capitol 

Cash 

European 
far Eastern 
Growth 
income 

M annum 
SmUrSecs 
TtunwBhhml 


I4O0O 150.(0 
101.10 101.10 


S3.97 - 006 035 

50.(0 * I 40 1.(9 
01.10 +001X21 
40*a • O® 040 


rixio i ®80 • a® a® 

I8ZJO 192-80 + 110 .. 

IS2.40 161 JO > IM LOS 

139 JO 147*3 ♦ 0*0 429 

14X 70 159.50 - 103 1.13 

37030 39I2C - 2.20 04$ 

|7i50 185.10 - 1*0 >04 


79 JO - OUC 1.76 


stating Deposit 100.90 kb. 90 ... x7s 

TOKya 76.12 SLI9 -046 ... 

UK Equity 181*0 194*0 -010 2.15 

US Smaller CDs 10X20 11X70 - 040 ... 


92*2 9XS3 • Oftt 1.74 
117*0 12X10* *0*0 l.il 
59.76 bUIrt - 0.13 U< 

72*1 7564 +051 1J8 

38*3 4014 +011 ... 

85*1 91 J* *0(2 LM 


I Ohmak Way. Wonhtey HA90NB 
081«C8SI6 Dealtac 080 282621 
Growth 50*9 5443 +045 Ut 

Income 62.70 67*6 * 053 X50 

Fir Fast 56.72 6066 - 0*6 ... 

North American 96*3 unco . 

Global 94L5S 10650 » 040 064 

European 9654 92*0 + 074 OSS 

Japan losao luun - aio ... 

InU Currency Bd 60JW 64*7 - 007 X9I 

SEASto 13X20 14350 *1*0 066 

UK Otpmi Growth 9L53 101.10 « 060 1*4 


NftP UNIT TRUST MANAGEMENT LTD 
3S (oaototo S*. Mandhesar M 22 AF 
ON 2375322 

Ut Growth 7653 8IA2 * 044 2*1 

UK Income 11X90 123 J 0 r + 1.10 3-29 

GDI ft Fixed In) *3.79 B 8 *r +003 X55 
Higher OKOmr 22460 230QH + 1.90 4*2 

smaller era 79.79 *4*9 - 04) L46 

imernarional 10087 KJ7JI + 053 (.71 


RAMJ'SAVCSdnnr 
UK Major era 10008 10SJ2 

HE Smaller Cos 7025 83.41 » 038 
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America 101J8 106.69 - 0*5 
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GDI 9060 9X36 

Depart! 7X51 79.4* 
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9060 95J6 
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SOVEREIGN UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
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0202298422 

Cmb 49*2 50321 ... x?j 

Cnirtld Prim nee 6l.« wm 7J0 
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European Growth ri-aj 76.41 ... 2J0 
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« Gncccfairdi SI EC3P3KH 0716234200 
AmericasDla 10830 u5J*f -033 ... 

European Din 102.13 109231 + DJ4 ... 

Far East Dbr 17X50 ico.® - ijo ... 

GWhaJ cans Dlst 7079 75.7] T * OftO I ff 

(MB Dial 997*0 1067* . 2.70 0LM 

UKDta 35X50 3SM0I . 3JO IX 

UK Enra Inc Dlw 7X61 84*7 ♦ 057 3.7! 

WWftfcDK 101*7 109 OS -0*6... 
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7079 75.711 * OftO 1.97 

997*0 1067* . 2.70 OJO 

35X50 38X401 . 350 2J3 

7X61 84*7 ♦ 057 3.78 

101*7 109OS - 0*6 ... 
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ROVAL LOT FD MGMT LTD 
PO Bn 34. PeKrixmroph PE29UE 
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Dafln* 0733393*00 

Untied Sain 7utn tx* 6 - 029 an 

PadflCButP 8069 86*4 * 038 ... 

High Inc Din 13X33 14450 *050X30 

Ryflite IntCtrny 6X07 68.lt *019 3J3 

Byl Lite Inn Gwth 6X58 70*5 * 021 034 

RW Life too Spec 6037 6431 *033 .. 

UK Emraqlng Coa 11X50 122.70 • o.® ijx 

UK index Tittg 16950 18060* - Oa 2.92 

European 117*0 12X70 » 0.90 QJO 

Vtonsped 141*0 151*0 * a 50 085 


7459 7X75 - a 12 1.74 

53X60 362.10 +050 L77 


13X90 13350 
155*0 16X10 
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HdfMfodc 0634 834 3N Dcaflap 0634834313 
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FRIENDS PROVIDENT UNIT TRUSTS 
Caifle Street Safirtrory. WIBi 
Deafing: 07224114(1 Admin: 0722411622 
FT Equity Dirt 40366 429.43T * 3X6 226 

-do-Actum 83273 S8X88T . 7.97 226 


•do-Actum 83273 88X887 
FT Euro Gth Dte! 12957 I37JM 
-do-Accun 13X56 14315 

FP Heed inlDirt m7JH 15X851 


-do-Acauu 25X3) 2 
FPlOUGIhDllt 40(36 ftUST 
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FT Nth Amer Din 188X5 200*6 
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FT WC Barth Dhu 30X31 327.99 
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StowanMUp Dta 34126 361*41 
-do-Accum 40X61 43X76* 
Stwrttabp inc Ota TV» TJ.9« 
-do-Accum 91*2 97*81 

NAmSBhpDbt 99.19 10552 
-do-Attum 104.92 IllAC 


MX88T ♦ 7.97 226 
I37JM + 1*1 0X7 
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5X851 . Oil XJO 
K»0« • ON SN 
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□to: 0714S550S E«r 080001090 
Jam CanH Ltor Tnoto 
Die 071teSnS5 EMf 0800 HR0M 

InJrr F oruH 

American index 201.ro 21X90 -030 1.19 
Euracrac* IdO 156.70 16X30 * 080 094 
Ftwrale Fund 56*9 59UQ + 061 527 

Japan index 73*5 775a *017 014 


Fhocslc Fund 56*9 59U2 * 061 237 

Japan index 73*S 7758 *017 014 

Tiger rndra 22X® 241 AO *200 041 
Trixie Index Hi® 12050 - 090 L82 
UK Index 14X00 15X70 + 150 257 

Active funds 
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-do-Act 
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-do-AIT 
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North America Ine 5010 5288 - 010 0*8 
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UKGflUFUlmlne 52MI 5652 + 0*3 5 96 


ROYAL LONDON UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
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American Growth K7® 15b*o +0® 0J7 
European Growth 104® UO® +OLNOB9 
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0<I 3876500 
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FT N Amer (USD 1.760 >JM 
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GA UNIT TRUST MGRS LTD 
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Japan ft General 395® 421.10 -0®... 
Xnreah Securths 6X71 67.97 - 085 019 

SmJlr era Divine 48JJ si no . ai9 X62 
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9X43 +079 1.79 
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AroerSmurCm 126*0 ijxss -060 ... 

Aiatatuun 158.90 raxoo - a® i® 

Capital 79130 B37® ♦ 6® 2*5 
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NevrPid flc 
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128*9 13X27 ♦ 207 IJS 
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358® 37X40 * *10 048 
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13751 146.771 - 079 067 
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Japan Growth 
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*54*0 271® * l® 1*6 
347® 26X60 + 2*0 am 
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Eqaay 

North America 
Far East 
WMdeBund 
European 
Equity Income 
Portfolio 
UK Leading era 
Broker Trusu 
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Travado can provide perfect gift 


Riding a winner in the 


big Kempton race is 


the ideal Christmas 


present for any jockey, 
Jam ie Osborne reveals 

A s Christmas approach¬ 
es my thoughts arc 
concentrated towards 
plans for Kempton Park on 
racing’s “Boxing day". But, 
before then I have to survive 
four days with no racing, 
trying not to be tempted by too 
much Christmas pudding. 

This blank period always 
creates problems for jockeys 
who must keep their weight 
down before the busy Christ¬ 
mas schedule. Luckily. 1 don’t 
have as much of a problem as 
most and this year none of 
my Boxing day rides is set to 
carry the minimum weight of 
ten stone. 

While there is no racing 
n nril Monday, there is still 
plenty of work to be done 
every morning, schooling and 
working horses for my train¬ 
ers, Oliver and Simon Sher¬ 
wood. Henrietta Knight and 
Charles Egertoru in prepara¬ 
tion for races next week. I 
don't envisage having a morn¬ 
ing off — however the thought 
is appealing. 

Two years ago, all I wanted 
for Christmas was to win foe 
King George VI Chase at 
Kempton on Remittance 
Man. This year it is the same, 
my partner being Travado. 
the embryonic star of jump 
racing. There are several simi¬ 
larities between then and 
now. Both horses were the 
leading two-mile novices of 
their generation having won 
the Arkle Trophy at Chelten¬ 
ham in the previous season. 
Like Remittance Man, 
Travado faces his first chase 
over three miles, raising 
doubts over his stamina. And, 
of course, both are trained by 
Nicky Henderson, the former 
champion trainer, whose big- 
race record speaks for itself. 

While both horses have 
similar credentials, we axe 
hoping for a different result 


- 7 . if. 'f V : .\j** - v 



Osborne learnt some valuable lessons two years ago on Remittance Man 


Unfortunately the doubts over 
Remittance Man's stamina 
were proved coned After 
holding an advantage three 
fences from home he faded to 
finish third. That has been bis 
only defeat in an outstanding 
chasing career. 

Immediately after the race I 
blamed myself for his defeat I 
probably asked him to do too 
much too soon. During the 
race he was travelling so well 


light It 
seemed inconceivable that he 
would not keep galloping to 
the line. However I was 
wrong and. as we approached 
the last fence, we were passed 
by The Fellow and Docklands 
Express and had no response 
to their challenge. I walked 
from the course wishing I 
could go bade five minutes 
and do tilings slightly 
differently. 


Hindsight is a wonderful 
tiling but split-second tied- 
sioos cannot be changed and I 
will never know for sure 
whether different tactics 
would have brought a differ¬ 
ent result 

Now. two years later, I have 
a chance to re-run the race on 
a similar horse and tins time 
try to get it right 1 am sure 
Travado will travel with the 
same ease as his stablernate 


and jump with the same 
fluency. 

Nicky Henderson knows 
both hones better than any¬ 
one and this year be has 
found himself mulling over 
the same thoughts as two 
years ago. “Its uncanny how 
both horses have followed foe 
same path to the King George 
with virtually identical re¬ 
sults." he told me. 

1 braved myself to ask him 
why he thought Remittance 
Man was beaten. “1 fed there 
were two factors. First, his 
lack of match practice; he bad 
only had one run in a two- 
horse race prior to Kempton 
and second, we may have 
used our speed too early in the 
race." 

W hen he says “we” he 
is kindly trying not 
to point the finger at 
me. but we both know wnal he 
means. However, he was 
quick to add: “I am not 
blaming you, we had dis¬ 
cussed the race before and 

wed turning inTfoen ttfkkk 
and try and poach a lead." 
Neither of us want it to go 
wrong again. 

The trainer added with an 
air of confidence: "If anything 
I think Travado has more of a 
chance of staying the trip than 
Remittance Man. There’s 
stamina in his pedigree and 
be seems to love Kempton- 
He's won a bumper, two 
hurdle races and a novice 
chase around there and that 
must be in his favour.” 

Travado is a high-class 
horse who could be capable of 
winning the Queen Mother 
Champion Chase. 1 was lucky 
enough to win that race on 
Remittance Man after his 
King George defeat and win 
or lose at Kempton on Mon¬ 
day he will almost certainly 
follow Remittance Man’s 
route to Cheltenham for the 
two-mile championship. 

So, if Father Christmas fails 
to turn tip with what 1 want on 
Monday. I can console myself 
with foe thought that he may 
only have beat delayed and 
he might turn up in March 
again. 
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THUNDERER 


1.00 Whits Willow 
1.30 One Man 
2.00 Westholme 


2.30 General Pershing 
3.00 Last ’O’ The Bunch 

3.30 Mega Blue 


GOING; SOFT 


SIS 


1.00 CHRISTMAS NOVICES HURDLE (£2.250:2m) (16 runners) 


53 ALIASES 19 (6 3uutef] M W EsOTOy 4-11-0.. 
432- BANCHORY 392 lG Shota) M WEsMtiy 4-116... 


RUadfiuest 90 

_CBW 91 

_ NDautffr S3 

. JDita*(7) - 

203 CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE IB (Contort takattto Ul) UHtaferiiy 4-114— LWjK 90 

GOUHi T0RCUE52F (I Sm») RBasUnan 6-11-0_HBas&ran (5) - 

Off »GBRABOY45UF«ahtaM|G Moore 511-0_NBenGjy(3) - 

P M0YMU.32 (MrePMarraanMMxte4-lT-0_ D Fore (7) - 

0- PBVECT LIGHT 4S7 ILady Hafra) Me 5 Strath *-116_A Jam - 

0 BCARMBUOUTB««<JSttBtaHIWl-a- WMarrtn - 

TALQS 164F(IAs 6 LstaiW Bartley 5-11-0-STretw - 

GO WAIKMG THE PLANK 16 (B1 Ws Y Splnfcl N TMda 4-n-O_P Haley - 

WESTFUD MOWS 47F lAWaMoy) HCoitayWdB 5-11-0_VSrrCi - 

2 VVWTCMUXWK WfljsKOlWsHHorfiJUr.MAewJerl-ll-O_PMrerr @ 

ZAFARRAHCHO4MFMaquesadeUnattoiJFftdksto4-11-0_MDwyv - 

056- STOPROVBYTATEZBF(JCtarW5Norton4-10-9_OWBdnsrei 78 


1 121 KBNORE-SPt£DlO(O.F.5) (KDxte)Mre53nridi5ll-7_ 

2 2403-61 VASUEV19pTXLS)(RHortniMHamwncl5-11-7_ 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
\0 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 
IB 

BETTING: 5-3 While WUUnr. 4-1 Atedea. 5-1 Kamroe-Speefl. Guram Outage. 6-1 feJiw. 12-1 WeHMd 
Mores. 14-f Gotten Torque, 16-1 rate 

1992: MEETMG ABANDONED — FROST 

1.30 BOROUGHS RIDGE NOVICES CHASE 

(£2,976; 3m 110yd) (5 runners) 

1 54-1152 DEEPDEQSfflN 23 (G) (ACartel PCheestrougfi 7-11-8___ MDaw 78 

2 132-111 ONE MAN 19 (D.F&S) II HttesJ G Rldnnfc 5-11-7_N Drearily ffl 

3 113300- aVDERANGER 11 fij(IeaHMHrnmnd6-11-0..... C6nw - 

4 2-4FFS3 BBI SUNSET27(D CoVte)RCotas7-H-O—.__ __2lttm»73 

5 363462 SJPP0SW9 (MsS SmWj MBSSn*i 5-10-13-2nd p* 85 

BETTING 1 4-5 One Man. 7-2 Clyde ftangsr. 5-1 Deep DecbWi. B-i Eden Sue* 10-1 Swoosh 

2.00 ST JOHN AMBULANCE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,560:2m) (10 runners) 

1 21/13(4 PREQ0USBOV 19fCO-GS)(MJohnson)UMeagher7-12-0. DFortf{7J - 

2 300-402 ABBOT OF FURNESS10 (C-0S) (Urt Corendsh) G Richads 9-11-r_NOonMy 98 

3 5010-24 BO KNOWS BEST 51 (D.F) (N Bofttnan] Us J ferrate) 4-11-2.— PMwn 09 

4 11*6-3 KIVETON TYCOON 42 (BD.&5) PCH (Equate) U0IJ Dover 4-116_M Dwyer 85 

5 2312-42 HOME C0UNTCS 44 (VSJ ilioij Crime Udl 0 Mate 4-1IW. Ridaa Guest 96 

6 414PP-1 OUR SUUSRIOGS 41 (D.GSUA Flhol C WiDtare 5-10-3. —_2nd pref 89 

7 21310-0 LOCHBARANNE 23 (COS) (U Gtem) M Camacho 5-10-2 ..2ndatt BB 

8 552-6F1 KANNDABU27 IBXD.GS)(NUcAndnaa)NTtaUa$-10-2_ CEftre S4 

9 4-11131 WESTKXJC 16 (D.G) IT BereSI U H Eetoby 5-10-0__LWyerffi 

10 S-F02FP FIASS MALE 16 (R (GdUaxioe Buinen Scmce) C Farrtensl 5-10-0. OWlOBsn - 
Lang hatfeag Fuk \ac 8-12 

cmM: 2-1 WCsUrtme 7-: KtecSn treoan. 6-1 Ow Sbntnige. 8-1 Abtnt Cl Rues. Ba Www BesL 10-1 
Han Cowuea 12-1 Kantthi, locti Govn. 20-1 Preomc Bn. 65-1 Fttss We 

2.30 ROWLAND MEYR1CK HANDICAP CHASE 

(£13,630:3m ll(tyd) (7 runners) 

1 3I12-P0 ANOTHER CORAL 16 (U Deeleyi D Mdioteon 1Q-12-0_WUasmn 97 

2 1127-21 COGENT30 (F.G.S) iWi-radl Pannnl A TLirnct 9-11-11. ___ D FOB (71 94 

3 43313-1 V0UHGBGRZ23<C.G£)(T3erndriMHEqsestiy9-i:-3..LWyn 96 

4 11-2346 GEJOM.PERSHS& 16 rCOJ.GS) ul PntBJ G ftftnfc 7-JO-13 _ NDodly B 

5 2562-26 MERRY MASTER 30 ICD.F.tLSI (0 Lsctuy) R Annyagc 9-10-8 -_ EM Anny aa i 97 

6 EF1-111 MR BOSTOT 23 (CDrflS) (M Ottan) UaM Rwenr 3-1M.. PlOm 96 

7 3P2-311 CAfiBSDALE 16 (D/XL5) lUn M Wlfemsl Ur, M flevetey 7-10-7_ M Dwyer 96 

BFTTKG 9-4Mf6Etai5-iCogjiB 4-! Catwuie.S-! vouraBao. 7-r Genai Pmtei VH Urn Men, 
16-1 nreflxr Cai 

3.00 SUPERMASTER HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.695:2m 41110yd) (3 rurmas) 

1 435-563 UNCLE B8C 9 (GSl (J RCceotfl Jtem TiCBBafl 8-12-0 - .. M Dwyer 95 

2 23-4221 LAST "V THE BUNCH 19 (CD/.G5) |G Mttffl&aati G Hitranfc 9-114. NDougMy ® 

3 &Z2T OEffOAvmzararaarrixlWtannxKlltl-lIM .C&M 87 

Long ranatajr Pear Dawn 9-2 

BETTW& 8-11 LS 0 Hk Euk(l 11-8 lHflc Erne 8-1 Dees Uwi 

3.30 BOXING DAY NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.023:2m) (9 runners) 


1 111512 MEGA BLUE 17 (D.BFJ.ILS1 fi Yetei V Aconttf S-i i-10 

2 41W20 BAS5JCUS21 fT Herriajpt UriS Smiin*.7i-a . 

3 0E&4I50 STRONG ICASJflE 2? (Uoiag SOf Rat^ P CrsearouBh 5-11-4 — 

4 5P4- PESSOA 346 ittt L SeW) ^ 5 Stkoi 6-10-ID..R 

5 050- AOEhettRE 13Fitts3Brail IBjrrcr.4-10-9. _ 

fi POE TfMtlAN 7 (6F1 A 1s3t K Tetter 4-10-9___ 

~ P00WO STflATHBOGIE BST 9 iV. 1 Sc^BSl J Fate 5-10-4.. 


8 05WW GYU^OAYfflSBirQffSandaaJHtf^ _ 

9 33/P- £TEaWffl374iBE»)BrtJa*si5-iW)_ 

Long iwulcv Sa*r Huh 9-n 

BETTWC. 5-2 44e Moraae 3-1 irwai. 4.: Ucyi Eluc 5-T aft Sob. 17-J Pesan 16-1 


... PWWi ® 
DTowte (7) 84 
. - COM B8 
WB*ajn(7) 95 
LWyw 92 
MOwya as 
. 0 Fore [7} 88 
__ P Hatty - 
VSraffl - 


$&pg unsure. 
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THUNDHIER 

12S0 Galaxy High. 1.00 Man O Mine. 1.30 Radical 
Request 2.00 Gray’s Blergy. 2.30 Jimster. 3.00 Mrs 
Mayhew. 

GOING: HEAVY _ 

12.30 AEGON FINANCIAL SERVICES NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£2.627:2m 110yd) (7 runners} 


1 1503 SOCIAL CLUB8124 

2 43E GALAXY MGH 20 

3 U-23 SP00AHLL W00d 24 

4 2P0- WATBffORO CASTLE 

5 16H> STR0NS JOt* 41 (13) F 


ssa PETM&1B(S)KE 


) A Tunefl 9-11-10-StfcNel 

16-fl-S— MAI 

) J Htaton 7-11-2_BI 

r A Ton* 6-10-13-BPQMl 

15-10-10. 


jm ureas 14 S'MeUorB-IIW-ChrtswST^) 

94 Gator tWi 4-1 SocU Cftttier. 6-1 Perrrar, Spoffll Wood 8-1 MMard 
Celle. 10-1 Sreng John. 12-1 UnBda. 

1 .00 AEGON FINANCIAL SBWtCES NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.043:2m 5f 110yd) (10) 


to EASIBWRWBt238)TftRto7-10-12_ BPomI 

FBESSE THE KHG N Tttston-ttoies 5-10-12—OMdgHttr 

o waascawrowc tom* 4-10-11.-BYwgrt 

LORD NASXRA135F ICanvtaV 4-10-12-R CanpM 

MALBMR13FRS|*eB 5-10-12-MAFtegcratt 

1-05 MAN0M1NE58(F) Fltapliy4-10-12-Pltaptym 

2 MCKDC BEAK 23 JUpm 4-16-12.-Mr T Byrne (5) 

55- RASTA MAN 264 W Mason 5-10-12-TKwt 

6 RtTAS RISK 31 R SSta 4-10-12--—- J Ry» 

500 SOLO 6Bir 23 A Jonas 4-10-12-- 


5-2 te* T»e Beet 3-T Easten Hrer. 7-2 finesse The King. 6-1 «*i 0 Aft*. 10-1 
tea Man. 14-1 tag Scorpio. Lori tetta. 20-1 ones. 


1 .30 AEGON FINANCIAL SBOTICES HANDICAP 
CHASE (£3.002:2m 4f 110yd) (5) 

14 OSort 7-11-11 


me MAJOR BOUBW 51 (FfiJ. 

253 RADICAL REQUEST 5 fES) K Bute 16-11-0!_M AI . 

0P31 HO KM 0010 (F£5) Nte SYMon 7-10-9—.— T Bey E) 
0F43 KEITSIASS 18(S)FMniy5-10-6-P*fcapfijj7) 


5 -U34 BATKWICK 80BBE 2fl (8) A Tone! 6-10-4-S 

2-1 KeVs lask. 54 Mo (CM Do. 3-1 tt*> tnqoky. 51 Bahock Botote. 51 
R*tol (tejuel 


2.00 AEGON NOVICES HURDLE 

(£1,763:3m 2J) (11) 

1 4212 KB) TIC HALL 23 (BFEIKBaley 511-6_A Trenton p) 

2 512 OCEAN LEAOBI23 (CUE) Ml D Httne 511-6- M A RzgaMI 

3 3122 GRAYS EifflEY 14 (Q D GnkA) 7-11-0 Miss P Jones (5) 

4 50P AFTCA 53 (B) J Moore 51512_P Moore (7] 

5 P-63 BUCKSHOT23 Jfi&w) 51512_EMspfty 

6 /3-3 CALLBTOSE10 T FoOtti 51512_BPowtf 

7 553 VWRYVtL 10RT^WHtotts51512-OBrttaHkr 

8 0fP3 LITTLE 1HYNEB5PPrttctnrd51512_OrPPrtWHrt 

9 4346 SUASANAN SBJSANA 9 J Upson 51512_UrTByr® (5) 

10 3F2P tWGOLflRG CURATE 13 R Rom 51512_- 

11 -ora THE OVBniUklPER 10 GRoo 51512_- 

52 Nod Tie Htf. 52 CaBinse. Ocean totter. 51 Say 1 * Etagy. 51 Bum 
151 rtny vu. 14-1 9*101 Stem 151 oBres. 


2.30 


AEGON HANDICAP CHASE (£3^38:3m) (11) 

7-12-0_A Thorton (3) 

PMnMgr (7) 


1 271 MASTER OATS S3 [DA K BA 

2 3-2P SCOLE58 (8) FMorpny 511-1! 

3 534F SBRAHJAYII (FASJ KBtt* 15U-10— 

4 -6H» BOWL OF OATS 11 (BaATmM 7-11-9-SMdH 

5 354F DANDY HNSTRH. 10 (CD.FAS) H Tutsttn^tofos 511-6 

OMgmttr 

— Sid prof 


6 fW- WOODY WIL 227 R0 Smad 7-1513 

7 BP-0 LEAQAPS 23 P* TCaser 11-1510- 

8 2513 JteSTBI 31 (COg/^1 C Htt011-159—__ M A 

9 24-3 IHAMESKNMTOtTTSE 19 IGLS) A Jones 5156— B 

19 -POO ANOnfft CORICH 10 T Donafly 15150 T Boy P) 
11 /» OONROChE GAZETTE 6K (5) Mss DBtol 51M-- 

11-4 Masto Qto. 51 Bott Of Oats, 51 Sndi J«. Woody W&L 7-1 Dndy 
MtetrnL Scofa. 12-1 Hane uteei TooBie. 151 glare. 

3.00 AEGON FINANCIAL SBWICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2,511:2m 110yd) (6) 

1 4006 2AAB1AH 16 (&/.G) N TeSoHtevte 511-12— O Brttgetter 

2 511V STEVEADON 657 p.G) N CMaipan 7-11-11_- 

3 3P31 TUP WAVE 13 flLGjSIN Hmfcrean 511-9_ft* prat 

4 -1B2 MGHT WBID45 (CU.GjS) AluneJI 51512._SMctteB 

5 1145 MRS MAYHEW 34 «MJ=fiSJFMurphi 5153. PMhUn{7\ 

6 P432 JCJlTS GREAT 37 M Ryan 5152_- JRjto 

52 eagH WM. 114 Top wave. 51 JofTa &«L 52 Zanfeto. 51 olam. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMjRS: K Bator. 7 atanare han 27 nr rare. 25.9* M Rjaa. 7 
tam 30.233* A Jones, 3 tarn 14.21.4* N Henderson. 7 Jrore 34, 
20.6* J Gttont 15 tarn 75.20.0* S Malta. 3 ten ifi. 1BJV 
JOCKEYS J Ryan. 8 ttnoen tan 34 ittes. 215%: S MtfM. 6 ten 
42.143%: E Mnptiy. 4 ten 28.143* Only guttfiare. 


SEDGEFIELD 


THUNDERER 

12^0 GuteNacht 1^0 Grey Power. t^O Gathering 
Time. 2-20 Maudlins Cross. 2^0 Silver Stick. 320 
Inan. 

GOING: GOOD _ 

12.50 JOHN WADE NOVICES CLAMING 
HURDLE (£1.534:3m 3f 110yd) (9 runnens) 

P50 TRAVEL BOUND 10 J Mas 511-2-S Mason (71 

M4 DSmCULATA 20 PSpoCoreod 51510-J Sitopta (5) 


404 GUTENACHT10 SCtttaoo 151510- 


- - —---S Lyons (S) 

50 1 SUREST DANCER 41F W Site 7-1510-AtenadiQ) 

052 PAR-BAR 11 DErtty5159_RGtttty 

«wj HBDOAfD FRSO 21 fB) F Wtoon 5158 PWappanp) 

065P RAUVNGCHYtl MR Attn 5157 __CDends 

to6 HUill VAH OS B2C Ba rer 5156—-Mr K Green 

GI5 CAROUSaCROSSCTT 402 ECua 1M5I_K Daws (7] 

7-4 Par-ta 7-2 rare! Bang. 9-2 Soast Dance, frl Hobland Friend. 7-1 
Doontaa. 51 Gub itan. i«-r twrpng CRT. 251 sSare. 


1.20 CHRISTMAS TREE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.093:2m 5Q (S) 


1 Dap ScW! 512-0 . PWaoooOP) 

tatter fritio 


1 E2P ®YE® v RLS6 7rtS1L_ 

2 205 GREY POWER SIFrCOF,Sl l 

$ Mass {71 

3 55* 0»RAIDER 38 (06Jj«We Hi.5—. D Ryan (7) 

4 5F51 THE GREBI FOOL 7 (C^.G^S)6-113 t6e»l 

2nd gml 

5 ^04 WTEGRnYB0Y38ftC0.F,G.S)Jl(rj*»5152- RGtttay 

6 064. TV PITCH 210 tOFj O toe 5:0-0 _ - WDran 

7 BF-D 6QLDS8 REVERE 2l (G| B Ujocgr: 5150__ 2ndottt 

8 P50 POW&03 BE 26 (S) J Dnoler 5150 . _ .. A Ufnacti (3) 
r-i Gny Pw, 5-Z tsajrift 9e» 7-2 fee De 'iKa. 5: sto 

1.50 NORTH YQIKSH1RE BREWING ERMUS 
DARK HANDICAP CHASE (EZ587.3m 31) (4) 

1 -0W 19GH PAUSE 37 tCOBFJ&SJ *JzysM 7- IZ-O 

2 151 NO MORE THK 26 (C.GS) T 7ae 7-tM*_ 

3 341F GATWRHG IK W (12)JFjtS) J Jirar 7-15-3 

DOtdba 

4 (PP M«BHaittRS*C6«erer5l50_ . WK Green 

54 Ho Uorr Trtr. 7-* rttfi Ptee. 54 Satemg Test 35: lua Broftere. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMRS: I Tie, 8 retoes ten 3 twoos. 400* Jrarer 
Rap*, iltan57 sliVtosIlPt^ta.ECtanlM.si.rt.M 
K Easaniy. 21 ten 81 S3* C Moore awm 13S 213* J 
Won 9 ten 44.206* 

JOOSYS: & Byn 6 wnws tan 2« itai. 2£S* F Into, i tan 
12. 25 0%. A tomsft. B ten 52. 154%. R Zrtn. 13 m 84 
115*. a tiooaa 4 tan 40 10G* 0a T quartere 


2.20 RENT ROLL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,422:2m 10 (5) 

1 3312 MAUDU6 CROSS 16 (CV.G) Mre M fleretsy 512-0 

A tenter (3] 

2 1251 DOWN THE ROAD 20 ICILF^J Johnson 511-2 Rtawd&rea 

3 P4-2 WPPy BR£H3 ID (D.6^1 M H EasarDT 10-1511 _ R Gentty 

4 556 MtfTARY HONOUR 3BJB.8.S1 J 5ataS 510-3_HSmta 

5 U22S PRESSURE GAME21 (n BUactagpfl 1510-0— CDereds 
6-4 Manilas Crass. 9-4 Happy Breed, 51 Dim Tire Road. 5i otare. 

2.50 NORTH YORKSHIRE BREWING FLYING 
HERBERT NOVICES CHASE (£2,154; 2m 50 (8) 

1 Z-P CASTl&ERGUS44GMon511-6-. -NBafleyPI 

2 FT53 EDEN SUNSET 27 R CoBn 7-11-6.-MrCMiVWtaln 

3 400 GOUSf BAWER 61 Jffade 511-6-A Jonas 

4 P KWa.YU»K2rCB«te511-«--— toKGtaai 

5 11-6 S8.VB1 STAX3(FASMWEtMlbY511-6— RGarrtpy 

6 m- SOUTH STACK 3M (8)lireS SWtoT-11 -6.._ FteartGiMSt 

7 3332 VAYRU4 ZD (B.G^1 J WtaB 511-6- A totttel ® 

8 -0F3 SUPffl SANDY20ftW«511-t.^_ - NSntt 

1MD Surer SStt. n-4 vayna. *-1 Casttataips. 152 Eton Sunset. 3-1 Soufe 
taek. 551 Stoer Sandy. 651 Gtffin BVte. tagiy LfiA 

3.20 ST STEPHEN HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£T a 9B3:2m If IlOydj (7) 

1 M3 BRAUnaBVIYIS(S)MraSSmB4-12-5— RkftndGust 


. -004 ajm*« FACTORY 26 (5G)UHtaserey 4-1510 RI 

6 005 REXYBOY210IS W tote 51(H)-AtelBCtlQ) 

7 -TO STARLIGHT VTO&fi 38 (BAG) R Bw 7-150- NSm&i 

52 Batolctenr. 5l tei 7-2 AH Watamre. 53 Ortas ftttay, 51 Goode. 
151 Roy Soy. 66-1 SOrfigW ItaxJa 


Riverside Boy cut 
for Welsh test 

RIVERSIDE Boy, Martin Pipe’s role intend¬ 
ed representative in Tuesday's Welsh National 
at Chepstow, was cut to 2-1 favourite from 9-4 
by Ladbrokes yesterday. 

With Rolling Ball confirmed as a starter in 
the King George at Kempton. and Merry 
Master being aimed at foe Rowland Meyrick 
at Wetberby. Ladbrokes shortened the prices 
of several of the leading fancies for the 
Chepstow marathon. After foe favourite, they 
bet 4-1 Party Politics (from 9-2), 9-2 Cool 
Ground. 6-1 Indian Tonic (from 7-t), 7-1 Stirrup 
Cup (from 8*s). 14-1 Sibton Abbey, WiUsfoni, 
20-1 Fiddlers Pike. 33-1 Cyfoere, 66-1 Rufus. 


. vt. 



WINCANTON 


THUNDERER 

12.40 MyrtUa. 1.10 KL’ftLTvio 

N^. 2.10 Gay Ruffian. 2.40 Coot And Easy. 3.10 

First Command. 


GOING: SOFT 


SIS 


12.40 PLEASURE PRINTS FILLIES NOVICES 
HURDLE [4-Y-O: £2,093:2m) (15 ninreis) 


CHLDHAY MUE P lte«« 1512 
(HID FORTUNES COURSE S J ta? I 0 . 12 — 

050 HOT It HJ9E14 D Gandnfc 1512- 

DOTS UUWtasJPtaw 1512- 

50 MWKAT0A14 A Forts 1512- 

6-00 lAYrT0ffZ3JG0TRMI512- 

0 MYRTUlA 26 A Ii/tofl 151Z 


DCC 

Vttn1jlB[ wtay prte 


i fcn 
t 11.46 im. 


- "ir" -' at - 

1 4TC. - 


P (M TIC BOOK 19 l*s S wnftare 1512- 
0 MBStTWF260>«i*SDn15l2. 


_CMajds 

A Procar (5) 
RFarantp) 
. ILattWts 
M tatty 
S Ginn (5) 
..WJRees 
. RJBeggan 
RBrtnj 


60 ROMANY BUUESZ4 A JBB8S1512- wt **fg* 

11 224) SUPMATC23PJonesl512-— 

12 350 STATE LADY B7 A Banwre 10-12--- 

0 SUZYBUE19TGame 1512-MHaHg* 


13 


_SEato 

_PHUsO) 


14 TnAHBffRfiSS State 1512 

15 -5SD tWJteE 14 J Gfflwrf 15l2- 

2-1 Rttta Tret. 4-1 MyrSta. 52 Mafe W. 1W' M Cteteir 
51 LqrCOfL 10-1 WTf (tea. T2-1 ttaaoa. SBpnttc. 151 mnar 


1.10 HARRY DUF0SEE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,626:2m) (9) 

1 25F GOLD0IH1SZE37 (DAS) fl toe 11-11-10-- P We (3) 

2 6132 THAT5 THE LfE 37 (D/^ T 6wge 511-7- 

3 41 IF SAUKSLUWZ8(O^.SJS)PkUtflJ51511^- 

4 -341 MB ffil a 19 fnFn51 B Oamatoi 7-10-3-R Darts (3) 

5 1-P2. OAPE SAY 25 (0TS5) B Ato 15152- 

6 3522 JAMES TWRRST 25 (P.aS) P «Wfc 51IM>-CM»d9 

7 41-1 BALASAAIB 6 (DAS) R Buctta 5150 (4ad_ R Fmntt (3) 

S 3714- MASTBISOLfTHLAD440(F) WGMTwirer510-0. DSkymre 
B W* HBH BP 41 (0,F,B£} P Leach 15104)-BCHtad 

52 Qtaeno. T-2 Jsk Tta Rtt. 52 Ttte Tta Ide. 5l Sttn Uttt. 11-2 M 
ftta 152 tee Say. 51 Gotten Freeze. 151 ottos. 


1.40 WMCANT0N GOLD CARD HURDLE 

(£3.521:2m 6f) (26) 


£,5) tta j pernan 512-91 Lawrence 
RAlrar7-11-11-Wf ' ' 


1 31V COKBMY BOY BBS 

2 41-5 UBWA-GAIL 30 (B.-, 

3 21-16 PEATSW00Dfl (OS) MChsvnn511-10--_«pte 

4 61-6 BUONARROT116 (G^S)J06511-6-T&totan 

5 -OOP HOLY JOE 23 (C/A A J Mftson 11-11-5-BOTort 

6 46P4 SBOA114 (F.aS) J Gftto 7-11-2-P«de(3) 

7 -111 KABAYS.2O(Ga)C60MM4-l5JO-A Procter (51 

8 4212 NH] THEHAU,S3(BFjS) XEteey 51510-2ndpref 

9 -290 FOTOSPRESS91 (&S)RRwre5159-Ltee(n 

10 2021 MOC THE DREAMER 33 (DJAS) W G M Turner 8-15S 

OSkynos 

11 61-5 R0VUU3WA47(BF r S)MPIpe5»53-JLowr 

12 -131 RW BR0THSI14 (&S) G Btote 7-153-R Davis (3) 

13 152 KEKTKR3J) GALE2B (BFJfl M P4R 5152-- 

T4 14/00 R0STARY9 (F5) P Wetotatt 15150-C Maude 

15 3514 BEYOND 0U1 REACH23 (D^R Hedges 5150-2adprel 

16 Sira SPECIAL ACCOUNT 18 (&a)C Band 7-150—H J Beagan 

17 1PW FLYER'S NAP 17 (S) R Ataer 7-10-0-SEatt 

16 3122 GRAYS aLBKN U ©Otertito 7-150__2nd 

19 1-52 BROUBHTQirS TANG016 ff)MHertn-6Us4-l5OSKtag0ey 

20 1/2 ASWAMHHI54 (QPFWto 510-0. 

21 -422 BUM) £WEL 12 (5) J Bosley 5(50-M 

22 324- SmaeaNGSCARLH 205 (0.F.6} R Briefer 5150 

R Ferrari (3) 

23 -P05 MARKKW 12(D/£S)KSstop510-0—M-GHogan(7) 

24 tf SALMON PRHCE 821 (D.F) C Bared 7-150— A DUsn (5) 

25 195 FOUR STAR UHE 513 (C/51 W G M Timer 5154) 

Ttaaphy P) 

26 1426 LITTLE IBS 27 (F.G) C Bread 5150-AFtartganp) 

51 IbtiaffL 11-2 McfcTto Oteogr. 51 Hsrtftatf Safe, 7-1 tar ftrter. 151 
Rontorio. 12-1 AswreiSi Grays Oergy. Sente, 14-1 BroegMai's Tango, 
Hyer'c Nip, tttott tereL 151 offres. 


2.10 


MID SEASON CHASE (£7.133:2m 5t) (6) 


1 Ml BARTUN BANK 23 (0^^) D NcMsn 7-11-10. 

2 -221 ICVXOA GOLD 25 (O/.&S) F YarrOef 7-11-6. 

3 4V2 GAY RUF1AH 9 (D AS) U P«e 7-11-2_ 

4 4121 THATCHSIROQl 14 |CD.F£S) PN»tafe511-2_ CI 

5 -210 THE MASTER SUMER 25 {BF,G£) K Baley 511-2— R Dnfs 

6 -114 MUOAMM16 pjfiS) C Broad 7-1510_I Lawrence 

1S8 GxyRrtn. 2-1 TWcteBxK 52 Mattta, 51Dv Afasta Grern. 


2.40 LORD STALBRIDfiEMBHOfUAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (£4,536:3m It 110yd) (5) 

1 mil SEE MORE DOANS 17 (DJ.ELS) P Mdnfis 511-10. tod pref 

2 2P-5 AUCTKBCLAWK {0^05)0Bros511-7_R Date (3) 

3144X1 GLOVE PUPPET 12 (6) G BaMng 510-4_B CBonf 

4 4-31 COOL AND EASY IS (6£] J 63ord 7-151_PHMefl) 

5 -140 IIDBI CffTH112 (BfD-GlS) J King 12-150NVC Hucodc (7) 
6-4 Cool And Easy, 9-4 Aadtai tow. 51 Stare Plata: 51 Utter Ota. 


3.10 STIRRUP CUP NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,250:2m) (13) 


532 KS> W M MM 14 K18060 4-12-6. 
/00 0RUJ0 30 Mss K Knitfd 511-10_ 


3 502 id JBTV1S 26 J Slant 4-11-4. 

4 02/1 JUMP START 24 (B) SP8® 511-3 

5 P-30 FVSTC0MWD 21 TFasta 511-2 

6 
7 


250 SWUEY^TRAWIB(B)PHotabs511-1. 
4516 RWNS 23 £G)S Mete 4-157- 


a -60S 0UMBCXS VEW 40 f Tatar 4-151_ 

9 PO* ANDARE 25 SMetor 4-150- 

10 F50 MAHYS MUSK! 24 P tote* 510-0- 

11 6-P5 LUCKY BU£ 24 (BF) Rtttd9S 510-0- 

12 5flfl CORPUS 18 R Hedges5150. 


— 0 Stymie 

_R Matey 

— PMdBP) 
_ A Dfctart B) 
^ RFtote (3) 
..NPartrer(7) 

_sa* 


-C Maude 

— A Procter (5) 

-MHoolgan 

TThoripson (7) 


13 M0 EARLY STAR 46 K Behop 5150.. MtGHob»(7) 

7-4 Jtmp Stot 7-2 Ik Jenia, 57 Keep Me la Mod. 7-1 Orericta Vtae 151 
Frteu. 12-1 Fka Can mi tt. 151 rtn. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


Pipe. 33 ten 114.28J9* D WKriofjon. 13 ten 5!L23^L; ATumaA 
10 tarn 45. Z2* R Alnar, 4 ton 19,21.1* T ftetar, 10 ten 65. 
154* 

JOCKEYS: J Lover. 0 teem ftone 22 rfeto* 38.4* M Houigta. 7 
ten 25 28.0* E Moptw. 4 tram 29.118* R Farat 3 ten 23. 
13D*C Ltatte, 7 ten fi. 10^* Only qaaSSeo. 


1^0 Precipice Run. 2J0 Big Mac. 
3-05 AJIJeff. 3-35 Indian River. 


GOING: SOFT 

12 55 BBC RADIO LINCOLNSHIRE SELLING 
MMJICflP HURDLE (£2.026:2m If 110yd) (15 nmnas) 

, kui WHATff 10 (C0JFJ.G5)0Brawn511-10. . MBrana 
i ™ MijvLaflSa (G£) J J ersem 511-10— $ smartass 

; 14(01 j Storing511-5-- 0Byrne 

? raj SS^TAL IRISH 39 (CflJCrts^ 511-1..— Gay Lyons 
: ™SrBWD 10 (S) J Em 15114)-A tUttfend 

a CORLYSrtOAL 12(F)KButo5156-ACairol 

,0 3M4 10 «»»« nancean 7 ‘X*mvrn 

s s 

,5 ALJZAB10 fflu WWIW 4-1M-HRctesaj 

n o fumin i« 5-i Tristan's Contt 51 Comedy ftw. 51 innrebl Iriari. 
HfSEZm WteTiM Bder tarae. Wey R*ge. 151 AM 
Helanpe.251 retes. 

---—-- a 

1 30 GENERAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENT 
NOVICES CHASE (£2,975:2m 4f) (9) 

, -3213 SffiLASHLLCHEST38(S>N Vgafi 7-M-11 — J!to 

l SBfeis»>a™ s=lTri .-*« 


7 534 ra£OTa 8 HLW^if^SRiHarto511-5 - Sfe ftta B 

a MO- SOLOBUCX296MraVAnontyr/-n-0-CWoodal(7) 

9 J-23 SPOOWO-L WOOD 24 (BJBF) J Whrtn 7-11-0-tad pref 

W Praxes Run. 4-1 Wfl Bw. 51 rttfly Deraatal 7-1 9ttto Htena.151 
merer. 2D-1 oOets 


2.00 BRUCE CAflK MEMORIALTTOPHY 

(Novices handicap chase: £3.066:3m It) (B) 

1 1152 DEB* DEC1SIM 23 (C.G) P Cheasttwtai 7-11-10...-tad pref 

2 0PO1 P LAYFUL JULET 10 (V&S) T CattttB 511-0 — fi OWtatt 

3 3483 SUPTOSW 9 Mra S Srmtt 51510-Gary Lyons 

4 &G54 B® MAC 23 (R M Hammond 51510-S Sn*i Eafcs 

5 545 MSH60fT52(F) POtaetorouflU7-10-8-Mtann 

6 -P04 GUTCNACHT10SCaniwin 15152- 

7 4364 ON CUE 16 ffl) M Cftapmm 5151-WWrtttflBa 

8 ff5F CAMTfi£T0UT45CPtawy .-10-0--. MrAPfctottp 

7-4 PfayM JutaL 51 Suvoeai. 7-2 Big tat. 51 ted Gert. 12-1 tti Cue, 251 

rtsv 

2.30 K1LVMGT0N HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3.626:2m 3f 110yd) (12) 

1 /450 SPRlJWSTON BOY 39 (F.G^) U Chapman 1512-0 

C BoikC-W* (5) 

2 4-02 IflZYAN 14 (GJ J Baric 511-12 ...JTwmayS 

3 PP-1 OUR SLttBTBME 41 PAQCYBSSX 511-7-A Carr* 

4 150 LOCHGARAIM23 IS) MCamten511-6-OByrit 


9 


B 2P-0 UABUtY OR1B1 SB E.S) M Hattwarid 5159 S 9nih Ecda 
9 224) EABEAU 2B (CJ.G) K Morgan5158-ASSMh 

10 3-56 PBSONAL mZARD 11 (B^l M H Eatehy 4-10-5. M Brareoi 

11 2240 BALAAT 39 (F)M Chapman 5150-WWorttapTOn 

12 P53U MILLIE 5 J Mocney 510-0--MRettoson 

51 tancte. StemlffL 51 Ore Santottge. 51 F« CtapaL H liq*. 


y. Lttetty Onto. I5i Lon Gann. 12-1 Pacanal Haad, 151 tataai. 
Spoiton Boy. 151 Babat 251 Ml*. 


3.05 LINCOLNSHIRE NATIONAL 

(Handicap chase: £7,263:4m If) (12) 


3*5 


-331 ALL JEFF IB 
5113 STAY ON — 


3-01 P0RT0NU38 
3-F4 POLAR 


CBroito 5U-7.-SSrottiEccto 

0 (FJGS) Mrs D Urine 11-11-2 

teNJOnpp) 

Mm M Revetey 51513 IN M Beddq fe 
16 (F.G.S) Jteny FH^enfd 7-1510 


GTremsy(7) 

-0(4 HIGH PADRE 37 OffJBSi Jmmy FtegmW M54_.tarf|pref 
534F SFRAH JAY 11 (F.G^) Kteto 15151-- 


5 

6 

T 664 BROMPTON ROAD 11 
B 3244 SMOOTH ESCORT 23 
9 41-6 BARTON 31 ffi.W) G 
24-5 DIAMOND FORT 41 (SI J A 
564 DUBIOUS JMS 9 (CD>.S) 


ES) RLm 15150_Dfitea 

_ MsOHatteMOJ)_- 

151(H)_LffHaa 


10 246 DIAIKM)FORT41 (S)JMcConodie510-0_MBnra 

11 564 DUBIOUS JAKE 9 B»>JS) R YHta»wuse 15156 

CBu ueB W te S 

12 WP FMEBR0TH54S9 C Sewer5150_tadytt 

11-4 AIM 7-2 Pretoria. 51 Say On Tract, 7-1 Ptria Regfrei. 81 Btett. 151 
Brotnptai Road. 12-1 Smart Escort. 151 State Jar. 15i DtoKU Jrie. 
Dtawnl Fort. 251 teas. 


3.35 UNCSFM NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,653:2m If 110yd) (14) 


M Hammond 511-12- 
C arid 4-11-7. 


.-tadod 

Mi 


1 Ml VASUEV19I 

2 41 APRL CITY i 

3 4 BOV) WATCHER fBM tbnnrett5116-SSritti 

4 150 H0USYQURHAT0NS2{Q)CTIantan5116... DWHtoe 

5 20-0 MDMNRIVBl21 JkiinyFtegeratt5116-DBjere 

6 /DP LAZY RKYOW11F J Eyre 7-116_STra* 

7 SN> LEARNB) STAR 17 J Em 5116_AMteeM 

433 SWFTROMANCE 14(S)GBarrel5116_ Sltyireffl 




fi PP5 HP KAP 234 tte S Smffl 5116 

10 R«4 WTS NORMAN 20 A Pres 511-1 

11 6213 RECORD LOVER 13F fflfl M Guanas 51512 W WtaNtMi 

12 FP EVES TREASURE 17 S Cam ‘ - 

U RUAFUS 14 C Bread 5151_A 


30 WAMDHA 25 X Morgan 5151. 


.ASSoM 


51 Record Lorn. 7-2 tafan Rhre. 51 Mtetea. 7-1 April Cily. 51 Ste 
Romance. 151 Us Norman. 12 -1 Mtas. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOUNHtS: 

Easttetay. 

4 ten U_ 

tan 21.286* 

jOPTOfc.S SmjBi EcgB. 13 renieK ten 30 rtto, <3J* 0 
tant 17 ten B7.19i* L O'Hara, 3 ten 19.15.8* M Brwnan, 
18 ten 128.12.9* A S Smifi. 6 ten 57.105* Gare Lycss, 6 
ten 60.10 A. 


ffi; ' 

A .A * ' h =L - 


THUNDERER 
1-35 Master Beveled. 2.05 Causley. 2.35 Gold 
Blade. 3.05 Rocketeer. Z35 Success Story. 4.05 
Absolutely Nuts. 4^5 Maamur. 


GOING: STANDARD SIS (FIRST FIVE RACES) 

DRAW: LOW NUMBERS MAY BE FAVOURED 


1.35 GUNNEB0 PROTECTION LIMITED STAKES 

(£2.758:71) (12 runners) 

1 2242 BOTtESS SBMCE12 (BD.S) W OTjanan 4-9-0 

Emma Q*Gotttu¥1 13) 7 

2 0310 LETS8£0NE5TAB0Unr 9 (BJ)/,*S) Ma N Uacaley 7-9-0 1 

K Dartre 2 

A Joses 550— Claire Baton (7)10 

« Ptoctall4-96-Paul Story 4 

G Ottnyd 596-SVWttreB 

SBoten 36-13-G Strange (7) 8 

11 f4DNIcMS 36-13 

.. Ata&B3fBS5 

P tans 36-13— S Sanders IQ 1 

» to wLM-MfljHVfiiSiISr. 3 £i,iiSK7',? 


3 -OOB ULLAH DARAK 34 

4 4620 MASTER HYDE2I0 

5 0303 STATE FLYER 13 

6 6000 HERSWBAH11 

7 4051 MAKE M9C A 


2.05 BQWMER ft KtRKLAKD CUUMIN6 STAKES 

(£2,954: 71) (12) 


1 4061 SEAOEWLM 

2 1050 CAUSLEY13 

3 3000 SAVAJfLA 

4 5000 RAF OF. 

5 2060 RESPECT; 


M Canada 7-56_LChrenocAl 

s 5and « ro 6 

laWJLF.aS) S Bremsg B-52 T Wan 9 

25 (G) W Mttr 551_.-T._TBS 5 

19 (UULS) R HnOttahsad 76-12 


11 0000 0YRMNC GEORGE 6 (B) N Catagss 3-55.‘.... A Utter B 

12 POOD WHYAliARAINBDUIng554_ NaS?T0 

Brea. 51 s«a Dreft. Uto Wataam. 51 CnSey. 51 anas 


2.35 TOTE ALL-WEATHSI HANDICAP 

(£8.656: tm II 79yd) (13) 

1 2110 SPENCER* REVENGE 275 (0) Lon) Htrejtegdon 5)5a 


1S23 MULOBER E (F.G) G tfenmod 5-59__ ffi, 6 

M«4 RAP PORTEU R »ffJL8)CC Bar 7-96_ ..IjS 

iSS Sg»M --stSS* 

0110 BEY«LYW«BHT13jeiD Muter 
5121 LDOKNGFORARABetMr 19 JVJ 


BoP Jam 59-2 

8 SOU PEfjBW 12 (BFAS) D Wsoe 550_ j’wbS'io 

9 6000 SSnHJMAR49ffflflSpin46-12_1 " AOrt 2 

10 2BN W0RDS»«H32J (BF.G)D8reaan 36-M _. 

11 0226 CERTAW WAY 192 (TOOKte 5510 ' Ja owtarei 

12 5306 GCtOBLADE 19NGofm46-7-..*....* g 

13 4000 AWESTRUCK35frees* 364 . . 71,,T^rt 

51 Trenptett. M Rappgtore. 8-1 talcte. io_i 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


BASED Off TURF MEEONGS 

TRAHStS: G Karwoed. 6 tens ten 22 rums. 36.4* M 
Hwngdoi dton. 11»«. J F«Wte. 3ten tsTabvj 
SOBBta 7 ten 46 152* P Ctris. S Scm 38.132* J 

JOCKEYS: ACM. Stem ten32fiat 156*KDWr 4 ten 
26.154* Data Stoon. 4 ten 4Q. jQirfc ftty 


3.05 BUCKN&J. AUSTINHURSEHYHANDICAP 

(2-Y-O: £5.744:6f) (10) 

I 0214 W0RU) TOAVEUER19 pj)«=« W ffGaratt 57 

Brera O'flDmtt 

\ SI? x 82 J Brny 57_P Roberts 

a 5255 log (S5) □ Kerri 96_ Data SWn 7 

t ^ 2£Sfi“a® fl i B - D S)BMretan54_BRonaaf 

r ^ SSgWW^ilBilffffltoatarH- 

5 SSS B2 (61D D*wts»i53_JF«^9 

l “g 12 fB) W M* 8-2-KknMcboflBre 1 

ft 3433 JUSTGREaW«M 12Ptwo7-13___J0d»5 

in ^ MJMIN 54 R Hodraftead 7-12._M HunpbfcS (7} 7 

10 0050 MAZ 79 A fottey 7-1I___A ltaiay 16 

Jo .Ptmftrilc. 51 WWdw Dtatay. 51 Jte 
~ 25i Lucty Freraan. 25-t ettn 




54 ttoUTrmte. 4-1. 

Croawfeft.151 DaneeOf Tl» 


3-35nEW HBRESAND ALL-WEATHER MAID 01 
STAKES (2-Y-0: £3.720:1m 100yd) (12) 

\ ^29 13 T iboaKoi Jones mi _j WtestJ 

l ^ JBHteffOltJ 

a »awJ SSI S ^? 1 £!^ E 13 saw M_•WMWffif 

C fiOS 2 RAMBL® 13 L tortt 9-fl_S Stodn ffl 12 

l ® 6DUttg9-0_SAd»FB‘ 

f ,ffi»»SVSl0fl11PCola96_C Rate 7 

r 0065 VAYELL0 13 fBl C Sntttti Q-A K Rte (5k 2 

B 000 WBajWLMftejgSaii - TlttlS 

.2 rrn- M _J Mate 11 

I 0202 R 50_PariEdtey* 

„ . 2SS^^J s P e »Ytt59_AMadteJ 

12 4 SUCCESS STORY91 LndterilngdM59_KDariftS 

rtlffiri. a Sr/ mfff G !? wor - M M Sucscs Stcn 

^1 Wyggn iQwce. wadto 12.1 vaymo, 14-1 RAM ML 151 otter. 


f 


JS&UBHIM FIRST EVffi FLOODLIT W 
GffiAT BRITAIN HANDICAP (£3,132:6f) (13) 

Z DOM -.-SDWtaWf 

6 Sm SffllwjPflP&MS46-13— 

; 35 

10 HrtHsrmjwfM pa —1 

U on EgSK rn ff 1 'lto« !bSTt| ! 

»s wsRawBtwr— 

™fesZ)iT ,TYCHmfl,6E 

i 5 tfs| 





S*i~=3,“=5esE 

S£|~3T1SBSSSS 

seven ra^Li:^aftaSJ^ nds aterwhichlhe 
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i Lrtton.WClX 8CL I 


IW twwyw. VMm. 
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THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 1993 

Richard Evans predicts the outcome at Kempton 

Barton Bank takes lead 
role in the phantom call 


ONE of the joys of the build¬ 
up to top races in Australia is 
the phantom call, where the 
equivalent of Ptrer OSuilevan 
or Graham Goode provides a 
dramatic commentary and 
snouts home the “winner" on 
television, at special events 
and even on premium rate 
telephone lines in the days 
leading up to the race. 

Hopefully. British racing 
will soon adopt the popular 
idea and boost the appeal of 
big races like the Derby, the 
Grand National and King 
George VI TripJeprint Chase 
at Kempton Park... 

“And as rhe 11 runners jump 
off for the 43rd running of the 
King George, Young Hustler 
is immediately challenged for 
the lead by Barton Bank and 
Rolling Ball. Coming to the 
first plain fence, the trio take it 
together... and as they make 
their way up the back straight 
these confirmed front-runners 
have already drawn some 
lengths clear of their rivals. 

The pace is generous and 
similar to the I9S7 running of 
the race when the great Desen 
Orchid. Beau Ranger and 
Cybrandian duelled for the 


lead only to set up the race for 
Nupsaia... 

“As the field passes the 
stands for the first time, the 
order of the leaders remains 
unchanged. Young Hustler, a 
game winner at Ascot nine 
days ago. still holds a narrow 
advantage over Barton Bank, 
who has jumped well for 
Adrian Maguire, with Rolling 
Bail breathing down their 


BICHARD BfeNS 


NaprTISSISAT 
(12.45 Kempton Park) 
Next best: Barton Bank 
(Z20 Kempton Park) 


necks in third, despite a couple 
of minor errors. Five lengths 
away, Bradbury Star heads 
the chasing pack, shaded by 
Docklands Express. Black 
Humour is travelling sweetly 
in midfield along with die 
bold-jumping Travado. Adam 
Kondrat is taking The Fellow 
wide, as he did when winning 
the race last year. Nevada 
Gold and Another Coral are 
already beginning to fee) the 


pace and are passed by Zest's 
Lad... 

“Info the back straight for 
the second time. st>U no 
change among the leaders, but 
Docklands Express gains a 
place or two, Kondrat has not 
moved on The Fellow. Another 
Coral is pulled up and Nevada 
Gold is well behind... 

“With four fences to jump 
and everything to play for 
Young Hustler still takes them 
along. Barton Bank makes a 
slight error but does not lose 
any ground. Rolling Ball be¬ 
gins to tire and as the field 
starts to turn towards home. 
Docklands Express heads the 
chasing group, but look at The 
Fellow, he's travelling omi¬ 
nously wen through the field 
and Travado is also making a 
forward move... 

“Into the straight with three 
fences and less than three 
furlongs to go in the King 
George and half of the run¬ 
ners have every chance. 
Young Hustler jumps slightly 
to his left, and Barton Bank, 
hugging the inside, leads for 
the first time. Suddenly, the 
whole complexion of the race 
is changing. The Fellow and 


KEMPTON PARK 


12.45 Corrouge 
1.15 Coutton 

1.45 Cluocan 


THUNDERER 

2-20 YOUNG HUSTLER (nap) 
2.50 Monsieur Le Cure 
3.20 Hurricane Btake 


GONG: GOOD 


SIS 


12.45 


BOttUSPHOTD NOVICES HURDLE 

(£5,845:2m) (13 farmers) 


101 

ICC 

103 

104 

105 

106 

to? 

IDS 

109 

110 
111 
112 
713 


2131 MAN TO MAM ID (SI IS Ctote) FDnenen (R) 511-5___Afcnktf 00 

343/FI MY WIZARD 24 fD.G) (Ms A BTOde) J Giflonl 6-11-5._DMrort 7B 

T2332F BUY B0RU 16 (D/.S) (R Bute) Us M Long 511-fl_D Si*Vter 90 

If CORROUGE 16fttf.G)(U Sates)*4-114) _CUmdyn 91 

53-12 D0MNANI FORCE 23 (F) (I*sPJl 4»1)R (ten* 4-11-0_M Pared 80 


DUKE OF EUROUNK121F (Euoflrt Grom PfaMP|pe4-ii-0_ 

4 FUSKTUEUtENAKT30&SLewP biwsJR fenas4-114). 

1225 MAUVE JHEFTAN 45 (Dr) (AH S Dow) S Do* 4-tl-D_ 

00 ROCAMUMDA 25(9 Brett) DMcKta 4-11-0_ 


— R DHNCOdy - 
-6 Bn Oat 82 

-HDevta e 

_AUapera - 

1 SHUJAN 9 (DS) tSlr Erie Rrte-} fl Afcfutf 4-11-0_GKcCOurt 71 

2 SYLVAN SABRE 12F(V) (Ears Sfrffi&BD fettas) PMftrtf 4-11-0 __JQstxm 79 

1 T£9SAT 28(D.fi) (U ScfwKErtflch) 1 Battffl 4-11-0_j Frost 81 

032-4 VITAL WOOER 57 (X CccasSo) 0 HsmA 511-0._PHofcy 53 


BET7MS 3-1 Mai To Man. 9-2 Steen. 7-1 Cnrmge. Mre CTtan. 0-1 FBgtt Ueetmrt. TbsM. 10-1 Mb 
01 6eoW, 12-1 Oman fora. Iff VKaO. 151 ram. 

19K SATIN LOVER 4-11-5 G McQwl |« fa) N ftftte 10 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


UANTO MAN tm Fw Mmv 29 In a I4wra 
novice tirtto * ubuser On « MOpt teary). 
MV WIZARD beai BrieJ Safe 3) In a 21-nmer 
notice hutBe a Sndbm (2m TiOyA pood). BUL¬ 
LY BOflU IMF 2nd ol 19 to Bond Jn m a novice 
ludb a OwstM on pMuKinW son <2m liOid. 
som corouge bon Gann Tara a m a 14- 
iwwer novice hurts a Utraafer On, rwod). ndti 
BOCA MURADA laHed t£ FLIGHT U&nENANT 


13541«® rt19 to lags Miroi to a mrica barit* 
Nmtuy (2m 1 KM, jjoodJ. NATIVE CHEFTiW 1 ) 
2nd aMD to Mridfe Maris In a coreffas fade 
at Ifentur on ranuflfrielB Jtttf Cm 1 IOrL ooodL 
SHUJAN oea totes 101 to an It-niBw'nwi® 
terete at Uttar (2m. heavy). nsSJSAT brat 
Ttow Fro A Fhtt 21 nralS-nrar crate lento 
0 WOtOBSW ' 

Selection: 




1.15 TWPLffRlNT FELTHAM NOVICES CHASE 

(Grade I: £19.140:3m) (7 runners) 

201 1B14-04 ANDREWS FUST IB (PJFffijS) (J (tread) M WBtaSM 6-11-7— 
XC 0-11)112 C0ULT0N16 |F.aS)f& Start HWEtatyB-r)-7. 


CUeHdyn - 

R DroiMofa S 

20 3 33-2111 CRYSTAL SPRIT IB (F£Ji) {P Melton) I Bating 6-11-7_JFrni 97 

204 3F4-421 GOLDEN FARE 46 (F) (N Rmtawh) R Lae 8-11-7-NWfamscn 71 

205 QQ-PU ONE MORE RUN 11 (M Jetton Btoodsort IM) G Sitting 6-11-7_ OAaVumn- 

205 5227111 SEEM0REMMS17(F.B^ (P ftrterj P Hctalb6-11-7-GBradtoy BT 

rtr? 245512 SWEY 24 [D.B) IS POUND J tans 7-11-7_AUa0*B M 


BEnw6:2-l(3kAn,Giy9iISprt.3-1SaeMmMrts,lZ-\MmVsRsLl4-l $l*».a-16rt*nF*e. 
33-1 One Mom Rut 

1903; EMICYNS BOV 7-1T-7 P Sumer f»-2» N TntaHtote 5 no 

FORM FOCUS 


ANDREWS FIRST 1414Bi of 18 to Bartrfy BMck h 
a nonce dwe a Vtanfita I2m 41 nO^L Heavy). 
C0ULTDN beat Keep Sharp 757 in a Jflow 
ncta dase 0 fume on {NMlunUe dart (£m 4*. 

fxHSTH SPMT non COULTUN (4b OettU off) 
mi m a Sflenor novice chase ar Chetooham tea 
tone out On 9. pood) Previously. Oral Judged 
Lh*Y 121 « an 8-iuma now® dose a Nwfey 
ian «. good] 

fiOUffliFAra «w IAeI* VA In a 12-nsws 


nmto's larvfcm daa si Tarton (2m 3, good to 
fan). SEE MOffi TOWNS ta &rth SuwM m 
In a 5-nmnor nmte chase 0 CWhrtam (3m II 
110yd. good). Pwtasff. heffl Fte UpTfaFao 3» 
in be S-nnier grade I Aga Novices' Cftoe 0 
Woraster (So 71, pown. 
spsiey 2HI a*( ol BID ftrtffin Me in a novice 
chase a tomtom (3m 110yd. and). Previously, 
ben FneMgti FW Ml to a 7-runrar novices 
ImflSb chase 0 AscrtOm 110yd. good). 
SefeOhm: CRYSTAL SWRIT 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wen 

fees 

% 

JOCKEYS 

T Thomson Jones 

i 

23 

39.1 

W Weston 

N Tetter 

3 

17 

29.4 

B DreMnody 

N Hremerson 

17 

68 

25.0 

J Oftone 

D Stomal 

13 

52 

25.0 

G McCovf 

M Pitre 

14 

57 

24 6 

U PensB 

6 Karw»d 

5 

23 

21.7 

J Frojl 


Wows Rides 
3 6 


MB 

106 

61 

62 

50 


1 

50.0 

2&0 

21.7 

19? 

14j 

14JI 


1.45 BONUSPRtffTHANOfCAP HURDLE 

(£4,403:2m) (11 runners) 

301 2232-83 HLCASH 9 P4J.OS) U mete) P Ffedgcr 5-12-0. 


___ _MBUta M 

(Wiar HONEST WORD 855(085) Ms HCMMMFtoe 6-114_ROuamody - 

303 1512-54 AMA20NEXPRESS30(CO,Q)(MsJMasJRAteonrS4-11-6_- JOstane 05 

304 8J1-K0 ARABANB0U)23p/,G^) (SWbAl*DoAM)NHndenan5-11-3 AWSanann 95 

306 7/13460 JMMV7NE6B1C23(COlFAS)(N(WtanJ SChita 7-10-12_Pita (7) 88 

306 14348-4 SHARHtBA9(D5 )(Nbv-SeoP itaoBcnsUS)6ItvaArav41W_Cltotan 94 

307 224642 CFftO 0FTFE MST18 6L6F&S) (J WyW John Mbyte 7-10-2__ AMtgWe SB 

308 014455 MWWWU.14 »(BFtwnftRHodoes6-1»_BU^at £ 

309 BEFOG GLURICAN10 (D.5) (PGnnW NTWdo4-10-0_Dtttev « 

310 656F31 TOP WAVE 13 (O.G.S) (A CoOb) N Hutaan 5-KML-Pto Thompson (7) 91 

311 80-2313 MOWAV CLUB 17 (D.F.G) y U*U J Tu* 9-106_0 Mta (7) 93 

Long taaBsp: Top Mtoc 9-13, Mnday CU 9-12. 

SEnBffi: 4-1 KBesh. 5-1 faffl m Eos 6-1 Horesj Wort. Unfa Ckffl. 7-1 Top Vfaa. 6-1 CArtan. 
10-1 Atari BOd. CAM OHlto MW. 14-1 otev 

1992 NOBLE BOSHT 5-10-2 P Scukrtts (25-1) M Pipe 11 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


WLCASH 131 3rd cU 8 to AtsabiRt Lady in a 

condWons iBnflB a Asca pn him: 

SHARR BA mb beam t£) Wed 08 
ZQN EXPFCSS 20KI 4b of 5 » Bold Bob in be 

C i Gary Ftildon Hurtto a ftotony (2m 

l good). Pwiasly. Ml 2nd to25 to sto* 
to toe grate l Titan* Hudle a CWtonhnr Is) 
seesm (2ra If, mod to firm, nidi CLURICAN 
(20b bofeofl) 15«l15Bi miMN BOUTi best 

meant effort came tan tot tel of 5 to Stasch 

Frfand toa condBons Audfc 0 CteteSssn ( 2 m 


110yd. noA. «A AMAZON EXPKSS (Alb Wte 
00) a SiCHILO OF TJtf M6T netk 2 M 0 9 to 
Carina BW in e lanfeap Uidle Ftaton (2m 
110yd) CUJftICAN 31 2nd o( 12 to ftmaw* 
Sowefai In a haffca tudto a tara Rasen 
(2m 11110 yd. soft. TOP WAVE teal My Saw 151 
to ■ 5411W hnuap burdto d FoOeacre (2m It 
110)4 Stott). AMfflAY CUJB 6HI 3rd of/ to 
Satf-OUter to a handcag lude A CWtonlam 
an U good). 

Setodtac AMAZON EXPRESS 


2.20 KM6 GEORGE VIIRPLEPRINTCHASE 

(Grade I: £51,780:3m) (11 rumeis) 

FOR RUNNERS & RIDERS SEE RIGHT 


2.50 BONUSFIUM WAYWARD LAD NOVICES CHASE 

(£8.364:2m 4f 110yd) (10 runners) 


13-1244 EMA GNBAHSi 16 BLS) (Mrs S Scab N Wano-Owes 7-11-4. 
F/24F13 POPPETS PET 9 (D.6) |OLtot)J Mffns 6-11-4. 


CUmn^fi SB 
S Hodgson BT 


2D62F1 RtH UPH€ FLAG 23 (tSLF.G^ (Pff-rml teens) J GAM 6-11-4_ Dlfapfa 73 

60-2313 TWajW 16(B)(MsTBrow!OBworft5-1H__ PHnfay @ 

505 456-123 BWS 0E LABC 38 HUifjB) (R Bids lid) 0 SJremood 7-11-0-JQstame - 

906 MAM DAinESKB4eH47p«P^)MlfcCoatafr-VI-0-RDamtay - 

507 4653-42 FANTUS30 (BF.G) (tal CS(Bowunotfi) LB) P WcOoto6-11-0_GBWtar 64 

508 31133(3 HANGWER 27(ELS) (MbEF tocMn) Rle* 7-114).-AUatfre 74 


509 21MH MMSBff LE CUBE 9 (BJS) 01 Brwse) J Eriwto 7-11-0 — 
519 22F4-36 MUSIC SCORE 167 (D^i) (Mrs L Taytor) Ure L Taylor 7-11-0. 


_ NWBamson 83 
Mr M Armyftge - 


BETTBft: J-l Ub Gk», 5-1 to De Lint Voemm La Uib, B -1 Fadus ton Up Tito Rag, 9-1 oSm. 
1982: DUSTY HUfit 6-1T-4 M Rhsta CM to<1 S Samoa 6 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


GMA GNBMGAfs best eflnt Ms season cone 
Mwi beaflng Gauksge Sen 10 to a te 
novfcB cTbsb 4 Aart (fat a 110 yd, nooffl. *tm 
DC GLOW (lb vast off) 4J 3nL fiLWLP DC 
FLAG W at »w 7ft. 

P(mTS FETISH! 3rd d 8 u Easy Bu* a be 
Bate I Noel Novices* Ctee to Ascd Bn 3 
110yd. good). Mb MMSEUR LE CUC (44i 
betW a) 21 4»l RUN UP DC FLAG beto Deep 
Decten 51 to a T-nw nivlce d» to WtoWby 


' gn< 11g4 po«D.,TWGIW^JS)3rd of 5 to 


I in a oerfea dose to Cftetenhan (2m 
9. onod). BAS DE LAIC 4! 3rd d 7 to JopanU to 
a terfzv tonfle to Ascot (3m, good). FANTUS 
had 2nd 9 7 to MW a Mens in a note) cAax 
to NartmtZm 4L «wfl. POPPETS PET lei to 
the 14 MOFSBJRlECURFs best total canw 
Mton VH 2 nd 9 4 to One M» to a wta ebase to 

SBSbweVS to 


3.20 TRIPIB'FUKT HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£4,403:3m 110yd) (t 1 runners) 


P524-45 PFBC DCriAV 29 (CD,tS) (C Heab) 0 Shmta 7-12-0-J Osborne 94 

1/0/320 Pff&S COPSE 23 (OAF,GLS) (Mis P Lota 0 Hanta 11-11-13-MPotne SO 


903 5(321-16 PeATSWaC0(C,G5) (PTMte) UClwtoi5-1M2-UmVbcM 89 

RQ22A) CASH ISMN629 (BX/AS) (UM)rt)N Itanon 9-11-5_GBmriqr - 

605 021KWS METALOBEAU17ftD,8^(Fhay)JMOtn5-11-0-ACIwton 98 

606 312-530 MJRFU2AFCBLAME23(B/,6)(PRytefa)DGrtal5-10-11_NMfamson ® 

607 350-434 CABWGA51LE3B(D^AS)(MbsSSSto)CBamA8-lM_AUaBOba 91 

608 2310-20 PAMBEHWI0RV173L65)Q)Matts)IIfemonJons 10-10-7-BRare 96 

609 050-230 aBUfoSUNSET23(116?(Ms6BMsatilfaM(j)f«*llM_— DGtofalw 96 

610 43(311-14 WYQWQl»«EACH3(!a(H**Sfa1rtB«oogBs5-10-l-RDimmafa «7 

611 3045/P MUSCLFTON13(UMflgsisy)0Ebwflt8-10-0-AMcCahe - 

ImB randkap: Metteton B-6. 

BETTUiK 4-1 PB&Mod. 5-1 Beta Us Reach. 6-1 CtoncasQe, 7-1 weal Ofew. 1-1 otei. 

1982: SAYVURE 6-11-2 6 McCort (20-11T Thomson Jones 7 >ai 



Listed are the first preferences 
for horses with more than one 
engagement 

Another Cora) 2.30 Wetherby: Auc¬ 
tion Law 2 40 Wrncanfon; Barton 
Bank 220 Kemplon; Beyond Our 
Reach 320 Kempton*. BWdtestone 
Boy 3.15 Newton Abbot; Buonarroti 
1 40 Wmcamon; Chwlafrivola 1.35 
Heretord: Oonroche Gazette 2.30 
Hurttmgdon; Corly Special 12.55 
hdarkel Rasen. 

Deep Decision 1.30 Wetfiertry, Di¬ 
amond Fort 3.05 Market Rasen; 
Don’t Light Up 2.45 Newton Abbe*; 
Eden Sunset 2.50 Sedgefietd; Essen 
AJtch 2.15 Newton Abbot: GoWen 
Reverie 1.10 Ayr. Gray's EBergy 2.00 
Huntingdon: Gute NaCht 12.50 
SedgfieW; Handy Lass 2.15 Newton 
Abbot Hello Vanos 12.50 Sedge- 
field; High Padre 1.50 SedgefleW: 
It’s Confidential 3.15 Newton Abbot, 
Jamas The First 1.10 Wncanion: 
Jimster 2.30 Huntingdon. 

Katansk) 1.05 Hereford; Kingly Look 
2.50 Sedgefieid. Leagaune 2.30 
Huntingdon; Legal Win i.lSNewrton 
Abbot; Loch Garanne 2.30 Market 
Rasen; Mahong 1.15 Newton Abbot 
MarioHno 1.40 Wincanton; 

2.05 Hereford, Ned The Had 2.00 
Hureingdon: Nevada Gold 220 
Kempton; Nine Brothers 1.50 
Sedgefieid: Our Siimbnctee 2.30 
Market Rasen: Peatswood 3-20 

Kempton. 

Run Of Wefcf 12.55 Market Rasen: 
See More Indians 115 K&mpton: 
SpoonhW Wood 1230 Huntmgoon. 
Supposing 2.00 Markel Rasen, The 

Green Fooi 1.10 Ayr: Top Wave i 45 
Kempton; Trusty Friend 2.45 New¬ 
ton Abbot; VasBFev 1.00 Wetherby, 
Woody Wfi! 3.05 Hereford._ 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: WoJvw- 
tampton: 2.05 Dynamic George 
3 05 Rocketeer. 4.05 Shadow Jmy 
SCRATCHINGS: Alt ^gagernente 
la&xf): Kartows Boy. PorWe Saitor, 
Midiand Lad, Karenomcre. Golden 

Ancona. AithuriiFy- 



THUNDERER 

12.40 Princess Maxine. 1.10 It’s The Pits. 1 AO 
Carousel Rocket 2.10 My Baflyboy. 2.40 Preo- 
blakensky. 3.10 RhosiHi Say. 

Private Hand (capper’s top rating: 2.40 EBRO. 


GOING: SOFT 


12.40 AULD LANG SYNE NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,411:2m) (11 runners) 


ue*. CA(TM£SSCLOUP 317CPartcr5-i1-4—■—„ B Storey 

BU CTCFTWU§ES4J1taW14- 

PBFY FLOATBt994PUtrtaiSi l0-t1-4-A^- 

3M KNtWHIOttO31 atanrortMM, — 

PRBfCE BALTASflB N Bjraf!4-1M--~ 

300- PANCTffl STRffT 34B.TCBff 
00 LA DOUraiE 16 (if! S Brearwna 6-10-13 
000- LADVSKLOU 283 U Boms HW 


_C 


AOdtei 


9 PROCESS MAXME 26F Mh U Rertfa 4-10-13-R HoflO# 

10 F-53 THEMHFtUEWHVl 11 Gftdwtte3-10-13 -—.■ MMtotwy 

11 ^ THKILEPRINCESS 196FhdHrdS4-1IM3-BFWfcoP) 

9-4 Princes ttta. 3-1 Hi«.W*fc aBuA w ** 

Process. 10-1 EtenOV SDert Kmw-Fto-lto 16-1 w®. _ 


1.10 TENNENTS GOLD BIER HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,918: 2m 4f) (12) 

i ;f 3 

s 5 F 51 Tie SREBTTOOL7PJAS) VTtertoson6-11-4(Srt 
4 2020 SWEETWTY11 (CD^)GRIcWitS-l1-6- UrBt ?SS 

™jV46(G5)CFWhS- 1M.. t * , A | tar( 7) 

_ C5) P Uta» *-H»--* WW 

to K50 HAMANAKA 7 (S) J Itm 4-10-1_-faSUlW 


5 0441 0(6 IWEPEP 

7 3-19 TRUMP 19 

8 F-125 MASTER 

9 560- EL6W 310 


11 


g ggSRSirjSStSasis s/mTSLS 

7 7 Mraftte.« SI»s«aL 5-1 »s Iht Pfis, 6-1 ©wn^Foot B-l Tnwp. UM 
Dig Deere. Sta W». ^_ 


1.40 rowans lager handicap chase 

(£4,163:4m 10 (10) 

13-F TARTAN TYRANT 11 (C. 


G RWbrS 7-I1-W-. M Mgtowy 

5S 

6645 

VFR5) Ms L Pnrafl 9-UW^ N Ifan 
f totttUrt H(M_. MfO KacbBOrt 


8 w BUWLEITUP38 


9 0252 TRUR.VROYAL 10Cttefao9-10-3_BSUrey 

10 ffM RAWVARDS BRB 21 p) Us D Thomson 10-10-0 _ A Dotftta 
5-2 lir&n Tpart 3-1 towreato. 5-1 Tratoy ftorto 6-1 Ore The DeeL 9-1 
Carauto Recta. ScoUsb Goto. 14-1 arias 

2.10 AYR JUVEKLE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(3-Y-0: £2,583:2m) (7) 

11 IF MVBALLYB0Y17 (D,&$)ABaBey 12-0-Nhta 

P15 B9IL 7 (DJ=) i 11-3-F Para (5) 

an Dfvturv 44 6 Mure it-'---JCsfaotao 

1205 AS7RACTI5021|aW)PMo«*»1M-ADota 

4033 COSJR BAT7ANT 27 (BF) N TMdsr 10-11_E Hasten] (5) 

2064 MtSTROV9IIFteroorel 10-9_DBtotoey^ 

044 NEGO 27 (B) 5 KeflteMfl ID-3_0 Storey 

3- 1 Cmu Bten. 7-2 My BaBytay. 4-1 Estt. B-1 De*4y. 10-1 *&. 12-1 

rates. ___ 

2.40 GALLOWAY PONY CLUB NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£2,801:2m 41) (12) 

1 00 THELORRVUAN16Wfeed5-12-0. FPWtol® 

2 0320 Afll£PUYER23aF,&5)tesSBHmtol6-1Ml JBtotefi) 

3 0 QP 1 0LETMQIEV5 (SlUHsnnona6-11-9 (7«I)- OBetotoy (5) 

4 53P- PnaiBUFBBJCYilO(Bfl Gndta6-11-8— UUotay 

5 PO-3 CAITHNB8PR0ICE44ft)CPrttoT-11-6.-BStorsy 

6 /3FW L0D8ANPILOT 11 (8) L Law6-11-0-TRted 

7 31? R0UGH5E)E27AlteffigreiTl1-O-MBMacOSOrt 

8 4235 FUNQ IN 5PRWB 81 Iks S fttotenc 7-10-9— P IMranf (5) 

3 2V46 MR OPTMSmC 19fELS) )JOUtSIfc-13-T-RHwlot 

10 SOffl EBRO 7 (D£1V Unison 7-10-7 (7®)---ADoteto 

11 32F&- MAC RAMBLER 381 It facial B-l W- AOrtSWf 

12 4-22 LADTSISLANO 24 j Qatar 5-10-0-JCaMOhan 

4- 1 Catenas Prices, 9-2 Bn. M AM Pfaw, 7-1 ft*! Moray. 8-1 asm 







HUGH RQUTUEDGE 


Travado pass Docklands Ex¬ 
press and jump the third last 
together. Bradbury Star and 
Zeta’s Lad are staying on... 

“Two out and Barton Bank 
goes on by three. Young 
Hustler gives way to The 
Fellow and Travado, who are 
reducing (he leader's margin 
with every stride. Down to the 
last and Maguire goes for his 
whip. Barton Bank touches 
down just ahead of The Fel¬ 
low, and a length clear of 
Travado, who can find no 
more... 

“The Fellow is drifting to¬ 
wards the stands but is still 
closing... 50 yards to go and 
the pair are neck and neck, 
split ty the width of the trade 
bait as they reach the winning 
line it is... 

“Barton Bank... Barton Bank 
wins the King George. The 
Fellow is second and Travado 
holds the late challenge of 
Zeta's Lad for third place.” 

Of course, some racing fans 
think phantom calls are noth¬ 
ing more than make believe. 
Others treat them as inspired 
guesswork. A few souls regard 
them as gospel — I could not 
possibly comment 


3.10 OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(£1,716:2m) (16) 



4- AD0MTWBOV303GRJefadS5-11-0-I 

AFRICAN GOLD L lira 5-114)- 

B&H0PS CASTLE TlSr 5-1 HI_ 

0 tTAFffllAY STREET 18 W K»4-114>-SI 

d oewOTiADteytasiii-fl- a I 

HAGGLE UteL Fmn 4-11-0_TRtefl 

R4 KM6 CREOLES J Bony 4-11-0_SHawiflQ 

10MMDSPHK5J tevfa 4-11-0-DJHoRtotp) 

4 HAUGHTY FUTURE 44 J J DlteiV 4-11-0_to IMdtoqr 

PRESS TO STBS A iteteggrf 4-11-0-Mr □ ttodaggei 

00- RAUEGID331 PIAtettb 4-11-0— -— A Oriffwy 

2-2 FMCSSBJ BAY80(83 Its URnatoy 6-11-0-RHodgt 

fWHnsMJtas* 4-11-0__a Mon* pj 

SPY DE5SA T Cbb 5-11-0_.llfiurei 

0- SWOTWWZS9J Oaten 5-1W- B Storey 

Sn PATH N Byotto 4-10-9_J Cotaffton 


74 fares Bay, 7-! ting Cmh, 8-1 utirgn Boy. (faU Tom, 10-1 often. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAILERS.' Us U fatta 3 mn from 77 nnas. 36.41 G 
RKtet 51 boft23a 22A; Uq S Bodta*. 16tanM, Pt, G 
Moone. 15 fare 92. IfiSl U Hamnnj. 8 fare 53.15.1V 
JOOfflfS: A DdUm. 7 tenss ten 39 ridai I7sl F PtoaL 4 ton 
24 . 1671 M i Brstaw. 8 fart 5171171 B Stoiey. « fare 
12.1181 P warn 5 fare 43.11£S. 



BIG-RACE FIELD 


2.20 KING GEORGE VI TRfPL£PRDfr CHASE __ 

(Grade t: £51,780; 3m) ( 1 1 ninners) 

ten 2I12-P0 AMOIHER CORAL 16 (C^,&S) (U Dsfeyl D (fttetan KHl-10. .... 2n4o« B9 
«B 1F1P-T1 BARTOTBAFAt23 (D.G5) (Mis JUoulfl 0 Mcttoiain 7-11-10 __AMamne 89 

403 21F1-13 BLACK WB4QUR 30 (COSFJ 6.S) |Uflj Uupl Wttecn C BroK i -10 iSBraSi S3 

404 4223-11 BRADBURY STAR 44 (C/.&S) U C^npbrB) JGtSort fl-IMQ_. DMurpfiy 3B 

405 61411-3 DOCOANDSBtPRESS 1G iCD.Fb.SHPStraw) n totey 11 -non . HvntansD 07 

406 121-221 NEVADA GOLD 25 IF.GlSj tltawi Uai f Iradfv 7-1MO . . ._ D Gafeoher SO 

407 D111(F ROLUMBBALL 30 ftS) lUcHClShr) UVipr 10-11-10 . . _ . S DunMwte - 

405 454-533 TICIHL0W43 (SfoAS)(UaoutsadvVtmcaJtolrDoumffrlS-ll-'O AKom&to @ 

409 111-114 IRAWDQ23 (CJ.6.S) MisM Lntowr) NHadosraT-li-10 .. JDstamo SI 

410 273-221 YOUNG RUSTLER 9 (D/£S) (G UacEOm) h Tacw-Davie 6-11-10 CUewftii 95 

411 1TV3-54 ZETASlAD30(fo/^(ACo«»iJft»s()n1O-ll-i0..RS<CJ)(e 92 

BETTRC: 5-2 Tie FcBcm. 3-1 Xoum tiotte. 9-2 B*on Ss*. 7-1 filai Husrew. Bratus? Ste. 14-1 toltao 
Ebto 15-1 rarau.20-1 Doeittiifc Ew5i. Zea : Ud 50-1 NnabGgu 66-1 AnooaCrato 

199t THE fau» MMO A UU dvras ttl f Pwmrai ffrt 8 an 

Form guide to the II runners 


vn. pood. (11-ID) beal Cab 
1 - 10 ) 201 (3w 110 yd dt 


The Fellow triumphant after last season’s King George 


ANOTHER CORAL 

Dec ll. ChaMHfinam. good- see Young 

Hustter 

Nov 27. Nemtuy, good. (12-0) puNed 14 ) 
10 cull m race hot by Egypt Mid Pmce 
|2m 41 h eap ch. £4.542. 0 rani. 

Jan30. CheHanham,s<ri (11-12) *il2nd 
10 S43ton Abbey fii-l2M3m 11 liOydcb, 
£10309.7 rap). 

BARTON BANK 

Dec 4, Sandown. 

On Target ill-' 

£7.008, 2 ran) 

Oct 3a wemeitiy. good: (ii -21 beat Cab 
OnTafoet(ll-2|2l(3m UOya grade itcfi. 
£15.440, 7 ran) 

Mar 17. Cnetenham, good to firm see 
Young HusKer. 

BLACK HUMUOR 

Nov27. Newbury, good' (li-Oi 5!H 3rd to 
Cogem (1G-6). wnh Zete's Lad {**> beoer 
off) 614toard Roling Bafl |i ilb weree otl) 
toil 3rd ffen 21 110yd grade Ul h eap ch. 
£35.152. 9 ran). 

Oct 16. Kempton, good: ( 11 -Oj bear 
Stan Abbey (11-9) a tSsfance ( 3 m h'cap 
ch. £11.450. man). 

Apr 2, Asttse. fan 112-CD beat S04sa Spy 
(10-Q 31 (3m IHl'cap ch £8.115. llran) 

BRADBURY STAR 
Nw 13. Cheftetiham, soft- (il-ffj Deal 
Egypt Mdl Prmce («Wi 71 (2m 4t iioyd 
grade ll h'capch, £32.143.15 ran) 

Od 20. Cheltenham good: til-7) bea 
Gari&son Savannah (fl-7) 1»/ (2m 51 
heap eh. £4.143.4 ran). 

Feb 27. Kempton. good see Zeta's Lad 

DOCKLANDS EXPRESS 
Dec 11. Doocaaer. i 
IP Carbtsdate 
£5.638, 4 ram 
May 3l. Fakenham. good (13-10) bate 
Red Columbia (H-tSMSm 5t 110yd 
amateurs' ch, £3.035,4 ran). 
Mfa&WareriekgoodlDflnn (12-CDbea 
Gartsaon Savannah (10-12) (3m 21 ch. 
£3^48.5 ran) 

Feb 27. Kempton. good, see Zeta's Lad. 

NEVADA GOLD 

Dec 2. unoceter. good: (10-11) beai 
Thatcher Rock |1(M) iftICmSJ h'cap ch. 
£3.469. 8 ran) 

Nov 6 . SandOMi. good to firm- (lO-ii) ft 
did to Far Senior 01-101 (3m 110 yd h'cap 
ch. £5.546.4 ran). 

Ott23.Worcesie.0ood: (11-9)71 &kJd»9 
to Shnnhfl Sari (11-5) Cm 4f 110yd 
h'cap ch. £3.158.9 ran). 

ROLLING BALL 

Nrn 27. Newbury, good: see Black 
Hum*. 


sier.goDd- (12-0113^13rd 
(10-0) (3m 21 h’cap Ch. 


Nov 30 1991. Chepstow, soft: 111-10) 
beat Canaver (i 0-12) ran 4/ ch. £4.oan 
5 ran). 

Mar 131991. Cheltenham, good to soh 
(11-41 bear Esha New (i 1-4} (3m (Trade 

I nov Ch. £53.033. 20 ran). 

THE FELLOW 

N»r 14, Auievtl. heavy (10-4) 111 3rd to 
Ai Capone (10-ty (3m 31 110yd ch. 
£71,685. 4 ran). 

Oct 16, Auteuii. hea-rv. (10-3) ttsquafi- 
fled and placed 3rd alter beating Uceto 

II (11-2) 1 SI (2m 61 ch. £35.842.8 tan). 
Jun 20. Auteur!, soft. (10-lj IS 5(h to 
Uceto 11 1 10-1) (3hi 51 ch. £119.474, 9 
ran). 

TRAVADO 

Dec 4. San down, good- (12-0) 914th to 
Svbtln (11-9) (2m grade fl h'cap ch. 
£15.550. 7 rani 

Nov 23. Huntingdon, good (o soft (11-9) 
beai Deep Sensation it 1-9) 71 |2m -ft 

I TCryd ryade II ch. El T.088. 4 ran). 

Nov 2. Exeter, good to firm. ( 1 1-0) beat 
Deep Sensation |l 1-6) 201 (2m 2) made 

II ch. £15.925. 5 ran). 

YOUNG HUSTLER 

Dec 18. Aocoi, good (o soft: 111-10) 
beai Latent Talent (11-4) Pi (3m 110yd 
h'cap ch. £23207.8 rani. 

Dec 71. Cheltenham, good (11-1) 3J 
2nd lo Fragrant Dawn pO-2). with 
ANOTHER CORAL (11-7) 97110th (2m 
51 grade 111 h eap ch, £21.21 5, 11 ran). 
Oct 21. Wrcareon. good to fitm (11-8) 
St 2nd tp Panto Prince (T1-8) [2m 51 
grade n ch. £15.550. good to ton) 

Apr 2, Ahrrtree, firm (11-9) 131 fed to Ctto 
On Target (11-3) (3m If rovch. E20.976. 
4 ran) 

Mar 17, Cheltenham, aood to ton- (1i- 
4) beat Superior Fmcih [11-4) 31, with 
BARTON BANK pulled up (fen it grade l 
ncrvch. £42.935, 8 ran). 

ZETA’S LAD 

Nov 27, Newbury, good: see Black 
Humour. 

Nov13.Cheftanham.so1i (11-8} IS 5th 
to Ftoyal Alhlefe (12-0) (3m 3) noyd 
h'cap ch. £7.133.8 ran) 

Apr 12. Faiyttouse. soft (11-5) 5*1 fed 
to Ebony Jane (10-7) (3m 51 h'cap ch. 
£55,200.27 ran) 

Feb 27. Kempton. good (10-10) beat 
Docklands Express II2 0 ) 1W, wnh 
BRADBURY STAR (10-10) neck fed (3m 
grade II h'cap ch. £ 28 . 110 , good j. 

Selection: THE FELLOW 


Dreaper’s 
charge 
can fulfil 
potential 

From Our Irish Racing 
Correspondent, Dublin 

MERRY Gale, considered 
by many to be a successor to 
CarvflTs Hill in Jim 
Dreaperis stable, can go 
some way toward justifying 
that assessment in tbe 
Dennys Gold Medal Chase 
at Leopards town on 
Sunday. 

At Punchestown three 
weeks aga he convincingly 
beat the previous winners 
Atone, Wiitphone, Doran’s 
Town Lad and Furry Star 
and. while this wfll present 
him with a tougher test he is 
taken to pass Hie examina¬ 
tion. The greatest threat Is 
likely to be from Brock!ey 
Court, who jumped fluently 
when extending his winning 
sequence at Fairyhouse last 
time. 

Dennot Weld intends 
having only a couple of 
juvenile burdJers this sea¬ 
son but he is hopeful that at 
least one. Skipa. will turn 



Weld: hopeful 

out to be Cheltenham festi¬ 
val material 

He makes his debut over 
jumps in the Ir£ 12,000 
Dennys Juvenile Hurdle, in 
which the opposition in¬ 
cludes four previous win¬ 
ners to test him out Skipo 
was good enough oo the 
Flat to win a classic trial at 
Gowran Park from the sub¬ 
sequent Galtres Stakes run¬ 
ner-up Alouette, form 
which suggests his dass will 
make him stand out in this 
line-up. 

Noel .Meade was unlucky 
not to win one of tbe major 
autumn handicaps with 
Shirley’s Delight and she 
could be the one to ask the 
questions of Skipo here. 

Tbe Ifiad. a former Lad- 
broke Hurdle winner, has 
top weight in the Low Low 
Handicap Hurdle but now 
tiring 13, will struggle to 
give eight years and two 
stone to the runaway pre- 
Christmas Navan winner, 
Steel Mirror. 



THUNDERER 
12.45 Tekla. 1.15 Legal Win. 1.45 Northern Saddler. 
2.15 Daves Delight 2.45 Don’t Light Up. 3.15 
Connaught Crusader. 


GOING: HEAVY 


12.45 MU) DEVON NOVICES CHASE 

(£2.501: 2m 5f) (9 runners) 

1 1218 KALAASH20(BFSS)CEgotm7-11-8_2ndpref 

2 -031 BASELY BLACK 19 (Sj N Battago 5-11-4_Gay Lews (n 

3 3120 B0U.MEEVL25 (CULS) OSDbkbc! 7-11-4_Mr J Baton 

4 2RB ASK 1)€ GOVERNOR 2B (F.G^S) 6 BaMteg 7-11-0 

GnfaThoiTton 

5 HW> PMSOirS WAY 19 (B) A Jons 0-11-0_6 Upton 

6 -06P PRINCE VALMY12 * Affite 8-11-9_U Fester 

7 «52 TBCLA19 (S) A Qantebki B-11-0-A Trey 

8 4061 PRUDBfTPESSY14(CD.S)RFina6-10-13-R0reto(7) 

9 1«> KPMWUOCnY30(B^PH(tt8S1(W_LHrewy 

5-219te VBtorib. J-l Tbte. 7 2 Banty BfaL B-1 Ask The Gwrem. 13-2 ProteM 
Peter. 10-1 flolta# 25-1 fart Ufa. 33-1 Prtnwtoh* 


1- 15 CHRISTMAS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,847:2m 10 (11) 

1 2144 MECADO 0 (V.PJLS) f YMfa 6-12-0-rndjrt 

2 8401 SANDR012 (Bfl J£5) fl flta 4-11-4-LHewey 

3 04SD BOOBi BOPP0M2 (VJL9 MFtoc 4-11-0_. L ffanote (7) 

4 -33R LEGALWH5(F)DBaweS-1&-8_weBtan(7) 

5 6-40 COBB BATE 20 (B.C0.G) B Steens 5-iO-ff-Mfenans 

G »3- CHARLAfWOLA 5111 Gntaad 5-10-4-2nd prof 

7 Pa 3 MAHONS 10 (B) MsHfarofl 5-10-0-VSfaftery 

S DF15 MLDHED SOMA 12 (CD^) N MicM 6-10-0 

UttSlftctel(7) 

9 -OOP SPKT LEVEL 12 J Pfaa 5-104)_Mr R Payne (7) 

W OOP VSW018Bftney6-10-0-IStawrat 

n OP-O PIRATE Of P8CANCE12 S Hem 5-MM>— ttsCWareacatt 

2- 1 Snto, 7-2 Lnl 
10-1 Cote 6 Mb. 25-1 


IWb.4-TIUrao.5-1 UtotodSqM.7-1 BrapinRww. 
1 Pwe Of PKsta 3J-i Spire Level taro. 


1.45 ‘ntURLESTONE HOTEL HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,588:2m If) (7) 


J 1353 K0KAMA 59 (CD/.6.S) U 4-12-0-Mr N Moore (7) 

I S124 A7HARIB(GDP&5)RBale4-11-2-LHrewy 

3 0141 N0RTH8W SADDLER 14 (COTvBLS) R Hc8bb 6-10-10 

Wtetoe 

4 542 OJSa PRINCE 6 (TO.G5) C EgMon 6-10-5_ J tota 

5 -F05 klAIUOLM012 (F.G.S) K Betep 6-100-.— _2ndprcJ 

6 4503 WKCHBAfi 14 (COILS) 6 Wren 7-104)-Q Uta 

7 0-62 NOVA STOUT 14 fC/,S) M Scurem 5-10-0-._ QayLBtes(7) 
2-1 NWteD Stedte. W ADa. 7-2 Mota. 9-2 tfiebri Prirea. 10-1 Pundtoft 
14-1 Now Sen 


2.15 ROYAL CASTLE HOTB. NOVICES HANDICAP 
Ht/raitE (£2£20: 2m 61) (13) 

1 1121 HANDY LASS 12 (F,6,S) tes A IW0hl 4-12-0 DMaftews® 

2 -432 PfWCEOFSAL8W013KGante6-11-3_ LHamy 

3 2-54 LAM5D0WNE96Han5-10-13-Sttutey 

4 -001 OAUCAQA20£)DWMt5-10-8_PUcOoMto 

5 -l»B OAVES DBJ6HT14 Us 5 internal 7-10-8 

MrS Stan (7) 

6 5® TaPOHARY27RFrafl8-10-6_ROW(7) 

7 -R4 THE CARROT MAN 19 C Eoeftn 5-<0-3_6 Upton 

8 5533 UP ALL N&fT 12 R Crete 4-10-2_6 Crane (7) 

9 PSP IWER STREAM 18 L Canreti B-10-2._Ilf N Hants 

10 5P0- SHaWDOOFOX221 SHon6-I04J_ UaCWmacaa 

11 UP-P BLAKSN6TEM 23 (B) M IftcMI 7-100_ U5sSUfcM9(7) 

12 -PPP SHOWN MYSTOUE 26 C ftate 7-10-0_JnftfOMr 

13 O04» ESSBJAITCH14MeKPam4-104)_VSUtey 

2-1 tondy las, 7-2 tomada. 5-1 Pme 01 StemoL 6-1 Uradom. B-1 Up Ml 
Mart. Ones Dedcff. 12-1 Tte Carrol Mn. 20-1 Tempcory. &11fare Sham. 
33-1 Stewed Fra. Btaketagton. 50-7 Brew fanque. Essen AAdi 


2.45 UN6ST0HE CUFF HOTEL HANDICAP 
CHASE (£3.453:3m 2f 110yd) (7) 

1 3341 CATCH THE CROSS 13 (BjCiLFjBS)M Pipe 7-11-11 M Faster 

2 104F SUNBEAM TALBOT 23 <D.6£) A Jme 12-10-8-G Often 


5-23 JAIBREAKER 24 (CD.S5) B Mteran 5-10-1— Q Safer (5) 
' 14 (V.CD.S) P Plttwte 7-10-0 Buy (Ms (7) 
C toft M -104__ &N|R1 


3 

4 F231 DON'T USHTLP- 

5 2513 JMSlERSIft.BF.FJ 

6 44P6 TRUSTY FRIEND 9 L . _ 

7 5S2B CWHCERY BUCK 10 R FroB 10-HML.- R Date (7) 
7-4 Dorl UbN Up. 5-2 Cttd The Cross. 4-1 Surteaci UHL 11-2 Jafeeate. 

SMenl I 


D,(LS) C Pooten 11-10-0— S Brenugb 

(CM.r ' - - . - 


12-1 Trtfly I 


16-T Qrexsy Buck. 


3.15 EJJ. NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Qualifier: £2,250:2m If) (12) 


0 BECHURD IB N Gesdee 4-11-0— 


0V6 BDOIESTOICBOY 120tawc 0-11-0.— l*6ShaS?P^ 
0 BROWN R0BB8114 MreRHeretosm 5-11-0 Hr Wtfcre&reoo 
1-0 CONNAUBHTCRU5A0BI66(5)PHfflts5-11-0. MHcungn 

0-50 GAVASKAR 47 E BsUnp 4-11-0___ELecntnl 

54 HOLD YOUR RAWS 23 R FraS 511-0_R Crete (7) 

m» its coNwamH. 180a«wc6-ii0_ racwmM 

560- IMS’SMAVBICK289Utore5-11-0____ Mftatre 

MP UBBTIYJAK5 45 Us E Breaks 511D-Ur R Payne ^ 


R HANDY LOUSE 14 A Jenfe 5-10-9-QMe&dti 

06 SOU) 600.14 A Jones 5-TM_G Utter 

-OOP STORMY SUNSET 23 W Deads 5100_UN Moore (7) 

2-1 Cvraapt Crusrete. 51 HeM Yaw torts, 51 KbgY Mererkt 13-2 
6arcta. 51 Btam B of, 13-1 BetKtM. 1M Sotofert. 151 Ufitfa tents. 
C0-1 Rrote Attre. 251 irj CreteteniL 33-1 Uafa late, aremj Snnsel 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAffSS: C tortfln. 3 erewros from 8 nnas, 37»: M Pipe. 102 
fare 334.3L& P Herts. 24 free 104.231%, P ffithofa, 9 Bren 
41.220V H Crete. 3 fare (4.21.4%. 8 WJtoan. 3 fare 15; 20.0%. 
JOCKEYS: A 7«y. 8 vtoaen fart 56 rides, 14.3V M Foare, 6 eon 
43.14.6V L Krtfa.t fan 56,12.5%; MB CYfasflcoR. 3 tram 25. 
120V M noun pn. 3 fan 30,109%. Only maliflera 


mm 


iIH 


THUNDERER 

1.05 Kalanski. 1.35 Project's Mate. 2.05 i 
2.35 LasbeL 3.05 Man Of Mystery. 3.35' Tc 
woods. 


GOING: HEAVY _ 

1.05 PLUM PUDDING NOVICES CHASE 

(E2.437:2m) (7 rnmieis) 

1 1213 KALANSKI 20 (0.BF.S.S) C E«ta 7-12-0..4 Rata 

2 03V BMCLEY1383 H Itestoc-Davtes 7-11-2^-. ..Wlfeifanys 

3 P/5F PYR0Pa«OWT24DBrefteB5i1-2_P McLoutffa (7) 

4 5WJ RUN OF WELD 25 (0,6) F rarder 1511-2_axiprol 

5 FOT THE WOODEN KIT9 (V) tts A Hlce 1511-2.. UrMtedCm 

6 3522 JAMESTWHRSTZ5(CJ)J.£LS)P McMfls 51J4I. 2M gref 

7 150 PERCY StfOlifTT 28 (C.F) j UctomotW* 5^1 H)_A Tory 

1511 ten* Tire Fina. )l-4 feted). 7-1 Perey SnritaL 12-1 B»44ey. I4-17ta 
UtoWen Hal. 151 lyre Pvnrt. 20-1 RuiOf AeU 


1.35 GOOSE NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,480:2m II) (9) 

1 1121 HANDY LASS 12 (C/.ELS) Ifa A Xifav 4-11 -ID ..... 2nd pirf 

2 0-11 PROJECTS UMt 14 (CD.S) R »wtn 51513 P UcU»«Mn (7) 

3 005 FIRST CENTURY 19 Bltafai *-156- Mf J L LKvmtrn (J) 

4 2PBP MNT-MASTBl 62 (7) BSmB-lIM)-K Breen (71 

5 09- CHARLAH9V0LA 5111 ftrtiead 5100-WHumpreey? 

6 BF-0 MUCH31 Me4ftlce5150.. MrMteteoi 

7 09 MAHQN6 10 (HI MnH tonae 510-0-2Wpre( 

8 M)- M0RMRTY402fltoce510-0..TJre*s(5) 

9 5306 PRWGETHORPE10 B Conbidge 5104)_0 MensBi (3v 

54 Itefa lea 52 Prejeeri Me. 51 Ctettitaa, FW Coftn. Mafera 
151 MW-Uaaer. 20-1 inhere. 


2.05 MINCE PIE SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1.606:2m 3t 110yd) (15) 

1 2144 MECADO 6 (YtLS) F TanBey 5120-P McLwglfa (7) 

2 -F03 BALLERINA ROSE 5 (6) D Breftefl 5)1-6_VSIaOery 

3 42-0 HARPIEY 21 (tLS) RJucte 511-0_NJadas(7) 

4 23-3 QUAUTAIH MEMORY 20 (HF.S) JAkstkrA 4-1510 

JMcCreoyfo 

5 4033 8AYBBJAY14 (B.0F.6)fifaetewn5100 — TJacte(5) 

6 -33W LE6AL WM 5 (D J) D B»HS 5100_2nd (rt 

7 -DOS NORTHERN Om*$T 24 (COfl B UeveUyn 5-10-3 

Mr JL Llewelyn (7) 

8 02-3 CORLY SPECIAL 12(F)K Bute5100_Sndprt 

9 P34F PEACOCK FEADB114 (BF.S) K Bute 510-5..- 

IP 6603 NORCTCBEAT 11 (3)WClsy4-)[M-EtoneQay 

11 500 6IVE ME HOPE 6 R Pnce 5152--J Raton 

12 P-OU BEAlfAN 14 (S)BCanMde5151-D»tettaiJ(3) 

13 (P-2 JQKffiS PATCH 14 (S| R toter 5100-RGrrarr 

14 0OP THWriSFDffTHewai 5 1 Jones 510-0_ PUcOmwB 

15 OM> CATHS RJU.Y 21 J Ptacod 5150-- 

4-1 Batata Rrea (1-2 Mecarfe 7-1 BQfieqsy. Jofere tofcft 51 le& WP. 
Qtaeae Mrenuy. 151 fapiey. 151 


2.35 CHELTENHAM AND THREE COUNTIES CLUB 

HANDICAP HURDLE {£2,358:3m 21) (8) 

1 010 BOONARRoni0(&S)JOW5I20_Morel 

2 405 CAPTAMD0LFORD9 (S)0 Gaetano 6-1512_JReta 

3 501 HAPPY HORSE 13 (S) tto J RenSroe-Bznns 5155 A Troy 

4 -3P1 LE5BET 24 (F.S5) R Crete 5153-0 Mmts 

5 P5J DECOB) 14 IFMBLee 15152_PUeLougten 

6 231- RMOUSXI145F (ri B Centtege 5152_MrJCanMoe 

7 WU VflCKET 9 (G3) M WUUsn 510-0_PWarC (7) 

8 6341 VERY UT7LE 9 (S) R Atai 510-0- . . Mr P Hartey (7) 

11-8 Ham tone. 10530 UsfteL 4-1 Rcnousb. 7-i Oeeidad. 51 Boomrcn. 
151 veq Lick. YM«. 14-1 Crabin Detail. 


3.05 GREEN DRAGON HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,931:3m 1ft 10yd) (10) 

1 2P-5 AUCTION LAWS (CD.FAS) 0 Broore 511-10_2nd rod 

2 -111 MAN Of MYSTERYB (C8.GS) NT*Wdo-CMk 7-11-4 (7n) 

WMereemrs 

3 24-5 DIAMOMJFDnT 41 (DJ) JMcCDroKIte 5157-2ndpfef 

4 -842 NEWHALdl 5 (COT.(LSI A .Irenes 12-l(Mi_ DUareOfctn 

5 K31 OfeTT UfifT UP 14 (V.S) P MdnOs 7-10-4- 2ndnfa 

6 F24- WOODYWU.227(F)09WWM7-153- .3IfcCtffa {5} 

7 BP-0 LEASAJJNE 23 (D5)TCe»r 11-150_2ndnrsf 

B 4F64 SAM SHORROCK13 (6X0.65) S 11-150 

Mr G Johnson HoubMoi 

9 44P6 TRUSTY fftiEW) 9JTO.S.S) C Porteen 11-150 __2ndmf 

10 23ft CLONROCHFGASTTE 603 (SI Use DBSMi 15150 3ld pref 
11-10 Man « Mway. 4-1 DcnT LigM Up, 51 AucUi tore. 7-1 Wore* WB. 51 
Orenond Fat, 151 ta* tofeo. 151 Sam JTwiock, 25i otter- 


3.35 DUCKUNG NOVICES HURDLE 

(£1,480: 2m 3f 110yd) (10) 


wn-uanss a-ii-r. n nuropOBys 

m 5ii4—Mr JLUeweByn (77 

7-11-0-PMcLfWgMn (7) 

nns Hi-0--atoprrt 


1 -001 T0THEWOODSZ3(S)NTrr(5tBt*rtB51l7- WfanteBys 

2 6001 R0CK1 BAY 19 (SI B Uentfan 511-T . - 

3 PM AtMASSa ABBEY BO RUB 7-11 

« «VG BftlOlESTO® BOY 12 D Banns I _ 

5 P-P CARLSM 31 A Pri» 7 - 11-0 -MrMJartscn 

6 OOP- 6RANNTSLAO264Mr:Stenscn511-0_WMrtton 

7 VP ITSCONFUSTTW. 19Dtonra511-0_art»J 

8 04-0 MARANO 17 Ms N Shape 5 ) 1-0 _RStoh 

9 0(34 TALBOT23CE^unMl-0_ 

10 05P ESSEN AITCH 14 Ah H f^ran 5159_2nd pm 

5-4 Trotemds. 5i Tata*. 5i Rod* Bay. 151 aim 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRADBIS:R,Afro[.3rtmersfare 7 rums. «29% : 0faenrent T 
fart W- ® « TwflW-09te.il from 35.314%; D Bu*riT'l2 

?S n, ,fL 2614 - P Mc,wHt 3 7S - 3Ufc Ure H fteiua, 3 fare 

aafiawatr ,m ' * 1 ■ a1 11 “**■ 3 
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28 SPORT _ 

Test rivalry renewed after 23 years 


South Africa face 
daunting task 
on historic return 


From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, in Melbourne 


EVERYTHING South Afri¬ 
ca's cricketers have been in¬ 
volved in, these past two years, 
has to some extent been epoch- 
making, and there will come a 
time when the emotion fades 
and each new Test match is 
just another game. Boxing 
Day in Melbourne is not that 
time. 

Since their read mission to 
the Test-playing fraternity. 
South Africa have met West 
Indies. India and Sri Lanka, 
unthinkable opposition both 
before and during isolation. 
Now they are reunited with 
Australia, their last opponents 
before cricket bowed to the 
inevitable, banishing poten¬ 
tially one of its greatest teams 
to the wilderness. 

Quite how powerful the 
South Africa of the Seventies 
might have been can only be 
the subject of conjecture. 
Graeme Pollock and Barry 
Richards would probably 
have aspired to the game's 
gods, for their batting was 
blessed. Mike Procter was 
capable of all-round deeds to 
rival Sobers, of one genera¬ 
tion, and Botham, of the next 
And Ali Bacher, though more 
modest a player, might have 
become one of the most suc¬ 
cessful captains of them all. 

Each has dealt with the 
sense of loss in his own way 
and long ago wearied of 
regrets. But on Sunday, when 
this three-Test series begins 
before a crowd expected to 
exceed 50,000, Procter and 
Bacher will be close enough to 
the action to be forgiven a few 
wistful thoughts. 

Procter is the cricket manag¬ 
er of the new South Africans, 
who are ravaged by injuries, 
their chance here widely de¬ 
rided, but whose spirit under 
this most positive of men, is 
unquestioned. Bacher visits as 
managing director of the Uni¬ 
ted Cricket Board of South 
Africa, to witness further ful¬ 
filment of his work as dexter¬ 
ous politician, irrepressible 
ambassador for his game and 
crusader for the deprived of 
his country. 

Before leaving Johannes¬ 
burg this week Bacher, as 
ever, wanted more than any¬ 
thing to talk of his township 
development programme, be¬ 
fore. a shade more reluctantly, 
he spoke of the past 
Bacher made 73, die highest 
score of his brief Test career, 
in his last innings, at Port 
Elizabeth early in 1970. His 
innings ended only when his 
back foot slipped and dis¬ 
lodged a bail. It was a mea¬ 
sure of haw his team had 
overwhelmed Australia that 
Bacher’s proved to be Graham 
McKenzie’s only wicket of the 


four-Test series, and it cost 
him 333 runs. 

“Eighteen months later, I 
was named as captain for our 
scheduled tour to Australia." 
Bacher recalled. "But we never 
got to go. I have never watched 
a game at Melbourne, let 
alone the big Boxing Day 
match." 

Procters seven Tests were 
all against Australia. One was 
drawn, the other six were won 
by wide margins and. of the 41 
wickets taken by Procter at 
only 15 runs apiece, six came 
in the final innings of the 
farewell game at Port Eliza¬ 
beth. "I was running a high 
temperature but I had to bowl 
because Peter Pollock had 
pulled a hamstring.'’ he re¬ 
membered. "I bowled as quick 
then as at any time in my 
career, and that was unques¬ 
tionably the finest side I ever 
played in." 

Coincidences are every¬ 
where. Procter’s first Test 
wicket was taken as a 20-year- 



Procten great all-rounder 


old, only four months after he 
had cleaned the pads of Sobers 
and Kanhai as a dressing- 
room attendant during En¬ 
gland's 1966 Test with West 
Indies at Die Oval. His victim 
was Bob Simpson, now his 
Australian counterpart 

On Sunday, too, Simpson 
will have his special memory, 
for the last occasion these 
teams met in Melbourne. 30 
Christmases ago, was his first 
game as Australia's captain 
and he made foe winning hit 
on foe fifth morning. 

Informed opinion doubts 
whether this match will get 
info a fifth day on a pitch likely 
to be uneven in bounce and 
offering rich pickings to 
whichever pace attack keeps 
its sense of direction. 

Neither team has many 
selection doubts, though for 
different reasons. Australia, 
having easily disposed of New 
Zealand, have no cause to 
make changes, while South 


Africa have no scope. Their 
injury situation is so bad that 
Procter predicts, only half in 
jest, he will have to play 
himself if anybody breaks 
down during net practice to¬ 
morrow morning. 

Brett Schultz, has not trav¬ 
elled to Australia, where Brian 
McMillan, the team’s pivotal 
player, and Jonty Rhodes, no 
mean batsman and foe 
world’s most exciting out¬ 
fielder, have both picked up 
injuries. Neither will play in 
Melbourne and South Africa’s 
resources cannot cope with 
such losses. 

"We only have six batsmen 
left, so that much is easy," 
Procter said. However, foe 
form of his openers. Hudson 
and Kirsten, is such a concern 
that Kepler Wessels. the cap¬ 
tain, could return to the head 
of the order, where he played 
his 24 Tests for Australia in 
the early Eighties. 

Allan Donald, deprived of 
his striking partner, Schultz, 
has not bowled effectively so 
far but he remains South 
Africa's most likely match- 
winner in conditions which 
might suit him, and foe final 
place in foe side will go either 
to Craig Matthews or Fanie de 
Villiers. “We\e gone off foe 
boil, there’s no arguing with 
that," Procter said. ‘'Injuries 
are partly to blame but we 
have played poorly, too." 

What they have conspicu¬ 
ously not done is complain, 
even when confronted by de¬ 
monstrably bad pitches, 
rough outfields and an itiner¬ 
ary which sees them arrive in 
Melbourne this afternoon, less 
than 48 hours prior to foe start 
of foe series. Their indifferent 
performance in foe field yes¬ 
terday in Brisbane, where four 
catches were missed, meant 
that foe final warm-up match 
with Queensland ended in a 
draw. 

If they are to puncture the 
confidence of the Australians 
it may have to be here and 
now, because the New Year 
Test in Sydney looks sure to be 
played on a pitch tailored for 
Shane Wame. Come the end 
of January, and the final Test 
at Adelaide, it may all be too 
late, for this is a team under 
stress and the plausibility of 
Procter's ambition, to make 
them the best in the world 
inside two years is about to 
undergo its most severe ex¬ 
amination yet. 

AUSTRALIA (ham): M A Taylor, M J Stater. 

D C Boon, M E Wfcucfi, A R Border 
(captain), DRMartyn, lAHsahr. SKWama 

T B A May. C J McOenroti. P R Reflfel. G O 
McGrath. , 

SOUTH AFRICA (from): A C Hudson. G 
Wraten. K C Wessefc (capcwil. W J Crocije. 

D J Gunman, D J R**arcl3on. D J 
Callaghan, P L Symcax, 0 B RrncHe, A A 
DoraSd. P S do VHera, R P 5neU. C H , 
Matthews. 


Wells joining Derbyshire 


COLIN Wells, the Sussex all- 
rounder. has signed a three- 
year contract with Derby¬ 
shire, who have become 
reconciled to losing John Mor¬ 
ris, their England batsman. 
Wells, 33, who had a benefit 
last summer, made his debut 
for Sussex in 1979 and was 
capped three years later. 

"Colin is foe type of player 
we have been after for a while 
and tactically he will give us 
more options." Kim Barnett, 
the Derbyshire captain, said 
yesterday. "He has had a back 
problem for foe last two years 


but he’s fit again now." Wells 
is the county's second major 
signing since last summer, 
following foe arrival in Octo¬ 
ber of England all-rounder 
Philip De Freitas. 

Morris. 29. who asked to be 
released from the remaining 
year of his contract at the end 
of last season, is now expected 
to join Durham. He has made 
33 centuries for the county, for 
whom he made his debut in 
1982, and scored a career-best 
229 against Gloucestershire 
last season. 

Morris, who is captaining 


Griqualand West in South 
Africa, has won force England 
caps and was selected for the 
1990-91 tour of Australia 
where he accompanied David 
Gower on the infamous flight 
in a Tiger Moth. 

“John didn’t feel that he 
fitted in any more and that he 
needed to make a fresh start 
But there was no ill feeling," 
Barnett said. 

Salim Malik has been re¬ 
called to the Pakistan team for 
the first of the three one-day 
internationals with Zimbabwe 
starting in Karachi today. 
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Time for a change of hands 


Ferrari’s 
powerful 
test poses 


Simon Wflde looks to 
past and present and 
suggests a novel way to 
combat the dangerous 
and devious leg spinner 


E ngland surrendered 34 
wickets to him in their 
last six Test matches. 
New Zealand squandered 35 
to him m their last six. Dean 
Jones recently wanted the 
South Africans that if they did 
not improve their technique 
against spin they would be 
destroyed by him in the Test 
series with Australia which 
starts in Melbourne on Sun¬ 
day. He has already taken 
more Test wickets in a year 
than any other spinner and if 
he could, somehow, summon 
up another 15 at Melbourne 
he would break Dennis 
Lillee’s world record of 85 
victims in 1981. But bow can 
you play Shane Wame? 

Australia's most dangerous 
bowler will always bewitch 
and bewilder some batsmen 
— there is not much you can 
do for foe likes of Dipak 
Patel who in the recent Test 
at Brisbane shouldered arms 
to Wame and was bowled 
through his legs — but even 
technically accomplished per- 



Test matches 


Versus 

Venue 

1st 

Inns 

2nd 

Irma 

W Indies 

Sydney 

1-116 

— 


Adelaide 

0-11 

1-18 


Perth 

0-S1 

— 

N Zealand 

Chifetcburch 

3-23 

4-63 


Wellington 

2-59 

249 


Auckland 

4-8 

2-54 

England 

Old Trafford 

4-51 

4-86 


Lord’s 

4-57 4-102 


Trent Bridge 

3-74 3-108 


Heading ley 

1-43 

093 


Edgbaston 

1-63 

5-62 


Oval 

2-70 

3-78 

N Zealand 

Perth 

1-90 

0-23 


Hobart 

3-38 

6-31 


Brisbane 

4-66 

4-69 


Total 71 wickets, average 23J11 


formers are posed with a 
serious dilemma. Graham 
Gooch said that when Mike 
Gatting was bowled round 
his legs by Warne’s first ball 
in foe Old Trafford Test in 
June he did everything, tech¬ 
nically, that he should have 
done. So how can you play 
Shane Wame? 

Well what about a switch- 
hitter? In baseball, switching 
is a common tactic. By switch¬ 
ing from a right-handed 
stance and grip to those of a 
left-hander, a batter can 
minimise the threat presented 
by foe in-swinging curve ball 
of foe pitcher, most of whom 
axe right-anners. A batsman 
who could do the same thing 
would certainly negate many 
of foe problems posed by the 
leg-spinner — Gatting might 
even have kept out that bafl. 

The idea may not be as 
strange as it sounds. The 
reverse sweep, foe stroke so 
beloved of Gatting and Ian 
Botham and so bated fry 
Ptter May, the former chair¬ 
man. of selectors, is a modest 
attempt at switch-hitting. The 
batsman does not actually 
address the bowler any differ¬ 
ently, but changes to a left- 
handed grip as foe ban is 
bowled. 

It is a tactic that can be 
adopted for other strokes, as 
Gooch demonstrated for Es¬ 
sex in August During an 
unbeaten century against 
Worcestershire, Gooch em¬ 
ployed a reverse pull after 
being frustrated by foe nega¬ 
tive tactics of Illingworth, the 
slow left-aimer, who was 



going over foe wkket tobowt 
wide of the leg stump. 

Only one man. though, is 
known to have practised 
switch-hitting on the first- 
dass cricket field, and he tried 
it just once. George Hunt 
who played for Somerset 
between the wars, found foe 
inswingers of Nottingham¬ 
shire's Bill Voce so awkward 
during a match at Taunton in 
1930 that he reversed his 
stance and played him left- 
handed, reverting to his or¬ 
thodox right-handed tech¬ 
nique against foe other 
bowlers. The strange thing 
was. Voce was a left-arm 
bowler, so when Hunt 
switched the ball was moving 
away from him. Hunt scored 
only 25 runs in the mairii.. 

There have been many 
successful switch-hitters in 
major league baseball. Argu¬ 


ably the best were Micky 
Mantle, who played for foe 
New York Yankees in their 
1950s heyday, and Pete Rose, 
of the Cincinnati Reds. 

Ralph Rago, an American 
baseball coach based in Brit¬ 
ain. thinks there is no reason 
why switch-hitting could not 
be employed in cricket. "In 
cricket, most of the bowlers 
seem to be right-handed so 
foe batsmen might have an 
advantage if they switch ... 1 
have wondered why they 
don't bat left-handed." 

Greg Chappell foe former 
Australian captain, moved 90 
degrees in favour of foe idea 
when he suggested last sum¬ 
mer that he would play 
Wame by opening up his 
stance and facing him square 
on. in the fashion of Peter 
Willey in his later career. 

Ian Chappell who like his 


brother has tried his hand at 
baseball does not reject foe 
idea of switch-hitting but feels 
that for a cricketer to become 
adept he would need to 
practise from an early age. 
He also feds that for Eng¬ 
land, in their present parlous 
stale, there are some slightly 
more straightforward 
alternatives. 

“Batting property would 
help,” he said. “If you’re 
coached properly foe foot¬ 
work should be natural and 
foe spin doesn't make a lot of 
difference. I just don't under¬ 
stand the mentality of letting 
balls go. A ball that you can 
get to on the full outside leg 
stump is one that deserves to 
be pot away. It’s typical of 
English cricket to complicate 
a very simple thing. What’s 
wrong with hitting foe ball?” 
Now that would be a switch. 


threat to 
Williams 

By Oliver Holt 

AS RON Dennis tries to 
persuade Alain Prost to join 
Mika Hakkinen at McLaren 
next season, and Benetton 
procrastinate over a partner 
for Michael Schumacher, 
Ferrari, who appear to have a 
sealed driver line-up for 1994, 
have powered forward as real¬ 
istic challengers to Williams in 
foe year ahead. 

Conventional wisdom al¬ 
ways held that the Italian 
team would be far more 
competitive with a passive car 

— the more cynical suggested 
this was one of the prime 
motives behind the banning of 
active suspension next season 

— and their predictions 
appear to have been partly 
vindicated by Ferrari’s perfor¬ 
mance in the first important 
post-season test at Barcelona. 

Gerhard Berger, who will 
partner Jean Alesi for a second 
successive season, set foe joint 
fastest time at the test in a new 
car designed John Barnard at 
foe Ferrari base in Surrey. His 
lmin 18.35sec was more than 
four seconds faster than his 
grid time in an active car for 
the Spanish grand prix in 
May, and omy four thou¬ 
sandths of a second adrift of 
Hill’s second place qualifying 
time for the same race. 

Ferrari's performance may 
prompt Dermis to redouble his 
efforts to persuade Prost to 
renounce his retirement but 
foe four-time world champion 
yesterday appeared to dis¬ 
tance himself from foe sport 
by launching an outspoken 
attack on its governing body 
and his long-time nemesis, 
Ayrton Senna, who has taken 
his place at Williams. 

“I have the impression that 
some people want to see 
drivers doing stupid things on 
the track because h makes for 
a better show.” Prost said. 
“Someone like Bemie Eccle¬ 
stone. foe president of the 
Formula One Constructors’ 
Association, did not like to see 
a guy like me in the sport 
because 1 am not stupid about 
risk and, when I see some¬ 
thing is wrong, I say so." 

Prost also poured scorn on 
Senna’s public gesture of rec¬ 
onciliation after the last race of 
1993 in Adelaide, when the 
Brazilian hauled him up on to 
the top step of foe podium with 
him. 

“I don’t believe that was 
completely sincere." Prost 
said. “I tried to make it up 
with him several times and he 
always refused. 

"As a racing driver, Ayrton 
has fantastic ability but on a 
human level he is more false 
than anyone f have ever 
known. Because of his contact 
with Williams, to give you a 
small example, he knew I was 
going to announce my retire¬ 
ment at Estoril. So what does 
he do? An hour or so before, he 
calls his own press conference 
to say he is leaving McLaren. 

"But there was grand prix 
racing before Prost and Senna 
arrived and there will be 
grand prix racing long after 
we have gone. Two weeks after 
foe Berlin Wall came down, no 
one was talking about it any 
more." 

□ The Simtek team, which 
will make its Formula One 
debut next season, said that its 
Simtek S941 car had passed its 
opening track test with Dying 
colours. David Brabham, foe 
team's Australian driver, com¬ 
pleted ten trouble-free laps at 
Silvers tone. "We were all very 
encouraged by this first out¬ 
ing, during which the car did 
everything we asked of it." he 
said. 
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Britain take strong 
squad to Norway 

Byaux Ramsay 


BRITAIN will take a smaller 
yet more competitive team to 
the 1994 Paralympics in 
Lillehammer, Norway, in foe 

hope of improving their tally 
of five medals from the last 
Games. The squad, an¬ 
nounced yesterday. has had to 
fulfil more stringent selection 
procedures but Barr)- Scho¬ 
field. general secretary of the 
British Paralympics Associ¬ 
ation, is confident “they will 
do us proud". 

The eight-strong alpine 
team includes Matthew 
Stockfbrd and Richard Bun 
Britain’s medal-winners from 
the 1992 Paralympics in 
Tignes. Stockford, who won 
three bronze medals, has had 
little race practice this year 
but, with a new ski-bob. his 
training is going well. 

Burt, who won silver and 
bronze in the partially sighted 
category, has had a difficult 
year because of a knee injury 
but will back on foe snow in 
foe New Year. In the French 
championships earlier this 
year. Mike Hammond and 


Jon Morris, Britain's leading 
amputee skiers, came back 
with four gold medals be¬ 
tween them. However, they 
will find it tougher in 
Lillehammer in one of the 
most competitive events of the 
Games. 

Graham Nugent and Ed 
Suckling may also find life 
harder, in foe LW1 dass. 
Depending on the number of 
LW1 skiers in Norway, they 
could find their group com¬ 
bined with a less severely 
disabled dass foot would limit 
their chances of success. 

Britain's Nordic team of 
three is led by Pete Young, in 
the B1 (blind! category. Nerves 
were his undoing in Dgnes 
but with regular training trips 
to Norway behind him, he 
now knows the terrain and 
people and regards the coun¬ 
try as his second home, which 
should ease foe pressure. 

BRITAIN SQUAB; Alpine: Rchud Bun. B3. 
Graham Nugent. 4 track. Ed Sticking. « 
JOCk: Mike Hammond, amputee: J=n 
Moms, amputee. Bon Marring. sn-skt, 
Maflhow SlocWnd. ot-ckr James Batter. 
M-sw-NorataNkteatacB. Bl; Pole Young. 
Bt. Jamas Denton, HI 


Lishman excels at Orange Bowl 


From Angela Buxton 

IN MIAMI 

AS THE 47th edition of the 
Orange Bowl — known as the 
world junior tennis champion¬ 
ships — moves to a climax 
here this weekend there has 
been mixed fortune for British 
players. In the 14 and under 
age group, where fresh talent 
is rarely seen to flower often 
for the first time international¬ 
ly, only one British boy man¬ 
aged to get through a round. 
However, in foe girls event, 
Fiona lishman. from County 
Durham, distinguished her¬ 
self by winning four matches 
in reaching the quarter-finals. 

En route lishman excelled 
herself by beating a seed. 
Meike Frohlich, of Germany. 
6-3. 6-2. But despite catching 
Anne Gaelle Sidot, the favour¬ 
ite from France, on a bad day. 
Lishman lost 6-3,6-1. It was a 
far cry from last year, when 
lishman was knocked out in 
foe first round. 

In the past 12 months, 
however, she and others have 
benefited considerably by the 
Lawn Tennis Association’s 
change of policy to step up 
international experience, it 


has allowed British young¬ 
sters the same opportunities 
as their peers from other 
countries and exposed them 
repeatedly to fierce competi¬ 
tion of this type early in their 
careers. 

Hannah Collin, a Il-year- 
old from Thames Drtton, 
made a good impression, ar¬ 
riving as a late entry and 
winning three rounds of quali¬ 
fying. Having lost in the 
second round of foe main 
draw, she won another match 


in the consolation event She 
played seven matches in five 
days, winning five without 

much time to acclimatise. 

Sharon Walsh, her coach, 
who also works with the LTA, 
said it had been an experiment 
which had worked particular¬ 
ly wdl Collin's parents had 
approached the LTA about the 
possibility of their daughter, 
who has enjoyed some good 
results on the 14-and-under 
Rover junior circuit final 
stages this year, joining the 



Delgado: justifying status as the 16 -and-under No I seed 


British team if they footed foe 
bill. 

“Hannah's mother took foe 
initiative by making the origi¬ 
nal suggestion.” Walsh said. 
"Both Olga {Morozova, [the 
national coach] and I have 
agreed that when it comes to 
next year maybe it is a good 
idea to bring a young player. 
She is certainly not alone in 
her age group." 

In foe older age groups—of 
16 and under and 18 and under 
— only one British player 
remains. Amanda Wain- 
wright, foe No 8 seed in the 18 
and under girls event lost 
unexpectedly in foe second 
round to Celine Bcgbeder. of 
France, 64, 6-2. However. 
Jamie Delgado, from War¬ 
wickshire, remains favourite 
to win the 16 and under beys 
title, having been seeded No 1. 
Last year he reached the semi¬ 
finals. 

The Americans are starting 
to show concern over the 
results of their juniors. De¬ 
spite foe good weather and an 
abundance of sophisticated 
tennis academies m Florida, 
not one boy or girl in the 14 
and under division survived 
foe quarter-final stage. 


British riflemen train 
in gusty conditions 


By Our rifle Shooting Correspondent 


THE Fairfield Great Britain 
rifle team, which will be 
defending foe world long- 
range championship at 
Trentham. New Zealand, in 
January 1995. departs on 
Monday a year ahead of time 
to compete in foe New Zea¬ 
land championships and 
Queen’s Prize. 

The squad indudes most of 
foe 1992 winning team, but 
many of them have not shot in 
New Zealand. The mam object 
of foe trip is to familiarise 
them with foe Trentham 
Range's difficult wind 
conditions. 


team t- r 

Britain has w 
succession. 

The team is 
by Cblin Ches 
of Oundle St 
chairman of th 
Association, : 
coach is 
former 


medal-winner and Bisley 
Grand Aggregate winner. 

The four team members, all 
experienced international 
shots, are Nick Hinchliffe. 
Paul Kent, Bill Richards and 
Martin Townsend. 

The Palma match, begun in 
1876 to celebrate foe centenary 
of American independence, 
will now take place every four 
years. 


New Zealand, So 
East and Central 
Channel Islands ai 
Six extra people 
1994 squad, three 
will be selected at 
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Ferguson’s 

champion 

memories 


THERE is no argument that 
Manchester United have been 
the team of the year. Just 
Champion by Alex Ferguson 
(Manchester United Publica¬ 
tions. £10.99) may not be the 
football book of the year but. 
as the inside story of United's 
first championship for 26 
years, it is riveting reading. 

It is. inevitably, a celebra¬ 
tion and will have huge appeal 
to United fans but, for 
neutrals, it is more than just a 
celebration. The chapters on 
Eric Cantona and Ryan Giggs 
make it unmissable. 

It has not been a vintage 
year for football books but 
there have been some interest- 


updated paperback, 
of Lee Chapman’s 



ing biographies. Gary Un- 
eker. Strikingly Different by 
Colin Malam (Ajtow. £4.99) is 
a fine book tracing Lineker's 
career from Leicester City to 
Grampus Eight and from 
reticence to a growing 
outspokenness.. 

if there is a criticism, it is 
that Malam could have paid 
more attention to Lineker’s 
critics inside the game. Gra¬ 
ham Taylor was not just being 
wilfully blind in ius doubts 
about the player. Getting 
some of the other managers to 
go public, however, was al¬ 
most certainly impossible. No¬ 
body wants to be seen 
throwing stones at an icon. 

Arrow have also brought 


out an 

version oi Lee Chapman’s 
diary. More Than A Match 
(£3.99). A cut above the pot¬ 
boilers that too many players 
books resemble, the view of 
Cantona from the Leeds Uni¬ 
ted dressing room makes fas¬ 
cinating reading alongside 
Ferguson’s effort Overall, 
though. Chapman tends to 
pull his punches. 

Tony Williams, the editor of 
die old Barclays Club Directo¬ 
ry. now the Endsleigh League 
Club Directory, has a growing 
imprint in his own right and 
two recent publications will 
appeal to historians and statis¬ 
ticians. Ivan Ponting’s The FA 
Cup Final. A Post-War Hist¬ 
ory (Tony Williams Publica¬ 
tions, £19.95) is one of the best 
of a new genre — the football 
coffee table book. Lavishly 
illustrated, it teiis the story of 
every Cup Final since 1945. 

Its companion. The FA Cup. 
A Club-By-Club Record Since 

1945 (Tony WUIiams. £19.95), 
compiled by James Wright, is 
a statisticians’ delight — and 
for nostalgics. too. with Metal 
and Produce Recovery Depot 
(Oxford) PC’s record from 

1946 to 1948 following soon 
after Manchester United’s 
entry. 

Finally, a history of Everton. 
Liverpool and Tranmere 
Rovers. Three Sides Of The 
Mersey, by Rogan Taylor and 
Andrew Ward, with John Wil¬ 
liams (Robson Books. £16.95) 
gathers in a fruitful harvest 


Peter Ball 


Bom loser 
who rose 
to become 
fearsome 
champion 


AT A time when the US 
Senate is inquiring into the 
management of boring in the 
United States and the FBI is 
looking into die affairs of Don 
King, the American promoter, 
no book on boxing is perhaps 
more topical than the one on 
Sonny Liston. Sonny Boy. by 
Rob Steen (Methuen. £15.99). 

In Liston's time (1950s and 
1960s) the Mob was never far 
from the game and the FBI 
was never for from the Mob. 
Men with shady connections 
had a stake in Liston. 

In the first complete biogra¬ 
phy of Liston. Steen delves 
into the world of one of the 
most feared champions, who 
is remembered not so much 
for his fighting prowess as for 
the near futility of bis exis¬ 
tence; as Harold Conrad said 
about Liston: “He died the 
day he was bom." 

The author, by his own 
admission, is anti-boxing. 
But if his intention was to use 
Liston’s life to underline his 
case, it does not work The 
story is too powerful and is 
told too welL In the end, 
boxing is not in the least 
adversely affected. 

Even if controversy about 
the endings of the two bouts 
with Ali and Liston’s death 
are not quite satisfactorily 
—darned, toe book is pains- 
ingly researched and 
pulled together with style and 
energy. This in-depth account 
of the shaping and demise of 
a champion is engrossing and 
one of the best boxing books 



How the English 
speakers coped 
touring France 


Liston, a terrifying heavyweight who met his match in Muhammad Ali 


to come from a British writer 
for many years. 

Particularly well handled is 
the chapter on Floyd Patter¬ 
son and the making of the 
contest between him and 
Liston: the hope of the civi¬ 
lised world against the “kill¬ 
ing machine". 

As soon as you pick up a 
book on Muhammad Ali. 
images, memories and emo¬ 


tions pour into your mind. It 
is difficult to imagine a coDec- 
Don of photographs of All that 
could match the power of 
those in your bead. 

Howard Bingham’s Mu¬ 
hammad Ali, a 30-year jour¬ 
ney (Robson Books. £19.95) 
does for more than that 
Bingham, the great man’s 
closest friend, has released a 
duster of photographs so 


powerful as to show sodety 
undergoing a change. There 
are three categories: with ce¬ 
lebrities, with the public and 
personal. Whereas celebrity 
photographs in promotional 
magazines can hide more 
than they reveal to perpetuate 
myths, these make you see 
with new eyes. 


Sri kumar Sen 




“BLAME it all on James 
Moore" should be the rallying 
can of racing cyclists from the 
British Isles and Common¬ 
wealth when the bone-jarring 
pav6 of Flanders or the 
strength-sapping climbs 
through the Alps in the Tour 
de Prance make them wonder 
why they do it. 

Moore was the first British 
racer to “invade" the Conti¬ 
nent in 1868 and win the 
world’s first recorded race, a 
sprint of 2km. at Parc St 
Cloud, Paris. Before the turn 
of the century British cycle 
sport consisted mainly of track 
events because riders were 
hounded off the roads by 
public and police. 

In The Foreign Legion. Ru¬ 
pert Guinness, a former Aus¬ 
tralian professional but now a 
full-time journalist based in 
Europe, charts an original 
and fascinating story of the 
men who followed Moore. 

The author’s compatriot. Sir 
Hubert Opperman (later to be 
Australia’s minister of trans¬ 
port). finished twelfth overall 
in the 1928 Tour de France, 
inspiring other English-speak- 
ers to tiy their luck. Among 
them was Charles Holland, of 
Britain, who. together with 
Bill Burl, foiled to finish the 
1937 Tour. 

It was Brian Robinson. 22 
years later, who was to open 
Britain's Tour de France ac¬ 
count he was the country’s 
first stage winner in 1958, and, 
a year later, won the stage 
from Annecy to Chakm-sur- 
Soane by 20 minutes after a 
lone ride of 140km. 

Robinson had opened the 


door and was followed by the 
late Tom Simpson. Bony 
Hoban (12 Tours and eight 
stage victories); the master 
climber, Robert Millar (fourth 
overall in 1984); Paul Sherwen; 
Graham Jones and the time 
trial specialist, Sean Yates, 
who has delayed retirement to 
compete in next years Tour. 

All but Hoban served a 
tough apprenticeship with the 
Athletic Club de Boulogne- 
VUlancourt (ACBV) before 
turning professional And 
there was another Stephen 
Roche, from Dublin, an ACBV 
new boy in 1980 who, in 1989. 
achieved cycling’s zenith. He 
won the Tour de France and 
the Giro d’ltalia and the world 
road-race championship. 

Roche, who has put down 
firm roots with his family in 
France, hung up his wheels at 
the end of this season and 
retired from competition. 

Ron Kiidling's biography, A 
Wheel in Two Worlds, is a 
hefty volume that recalls both 
his amateur racing career 
(which earned him little) and 
his business as. first, a cycle 
dealer and later also a success¬ 
ful wholesaler who sold his 
Harrogate business for £15 
million. Wonderful anecdotes 
laced with hard-headed busi¬ 
ness sense. 

The Foreign Legion, Rupert 
Guinness. Springfield Books. 
£16.95; A Wheel in Two 
Worlds. Michael Breekon, 
MSS Handling, Unit II, 
Bloorasgrove Industrial Es¬ 
tate. Ilkeston Road. Notting¬ 
ham. NG7 3JG. ElJ_58- 


Peter Bryan 




Sunday 

FOOTBALL 
FA Carting Premiership 


Man Utd v Blackburn (4 0) 

(aBScka).... 

Sheffield UW v Livarpool (12.0) . 

Wimbledon v Covertly (12 30) ....„. 



P 

W 

D 

L F APB 

Man Utd . 

21 

18 

4 

1 43 17 

50 

Leeds_ 

22 

11 

7 

4 37 25 

40 

Blackburn .... 

20 

11 

5 

4 2B 17 

38 

Newcastle. 

. 21 

10 

6 

5 38 20 

3fl 

Arsenal_ 

. 21 

9 

7 

5 20 13 

34 

Novate. 

. 19 

a 

7 

4 30 21 

31 

Liverpool. 

. a> 

9 

4 

7 33 26 

31 1 

OPR.. 

20 

9 

4 

7 34 28 

31 

Aston Vila ... 

21 

a 

7 

6 24 23 

31 

Ipswich. 

21 

7 

8 

6 20 24 

29 

WesiKain ... 

21 

a 

5 

B IB 25 

2ft 

Wimbtedon ... 

20 

7 

7 

6 23 26 

28 

Staff Wad ,.. 

21 

fl 

9 

6 37 29 

27 

Tottenham 

21 

6 

9 

6 29 24 

27 

Everton -- 

21 

7 

4 

10 20 26 

25 

Covwitiy . 

20 

5 

9 

fl 21 24 

24 

Man CSy. 

21 

4 

7 10 19 27 

19 

Oldham . 

21 

4 

7 10 16 32 

19 

Staff Utd . .... 

21 

3 

8 

10 18 33 

17 

Chelsea - 

W 

3 

fl 10 12 22 

15 

Southampton . 

2t 

4 

2 15 19 3a 

14 

Swindon _ 

21 

2 

8 

11 19 43 

14 


First i 

v Birmingham 

Third division 


inauance League 


Rochdale v Scarborough (o,qj 


BORO QMS LEAGUE OF IRELAND: 
Premier tflvtafaft Cote Ramblers v Cork 
C#y(Z.t5). 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Stones Bitter Championship 

Bradford v Haifax (3.0). 

FeaSherstonevCastierord (11 30) . 

Hull KR v HuO (3.15) . 

leads V VtateWd (it .30). 

V OWiamv Salford (3.0). 

WVdnes vWanfoBlOT^.OJ. 


Wigan vSt Helens I 
Second division 


Barrow v Cartels (2.0). 

|3.oi .’.. 

Hunstef v Bramtey (3.30) . 

Keighley v Huddersfield (2-30). 

Swmfon v Rochdale (3.0). 

Wwehaven v WorVington (2.0)- 


RUGBY UNION 


Club matebos: Sfrtqartwad P&k v Wa/wtoo 
(£30), Hereford v Luaortans (2 30); North¬ 
ampton v Spring County (3.301 


Monday 

3.0 bdi-ott irtass staled 

FOOTBALL 
FA Carting Premiership 


A#on VUa v Man City . 

Everton v Sheffield Wednesday (8 0) 
Ipswich v West Ham United 

(a# ticket)... 


QPftvoWham... 

Southampton v Chelsaa ( 12 . 0 ) 
Swindon v Arsenal (12.0) 

(afl ticket).. 

Tottenham v Norwich. 


Ehdstelgh Insurance League 


BotonvJ _ „ . 

Grimsby v Notts County ... 


Palace 


Oxford Lftdv 

MertX3rou^iv__ . 

Southend v Chariton (12.0) 

Tranmere v Wolverhampton .. 

West Brom v Bristol city .. 

P W D L F A Pis 
Crystal Palace 21 12 4 5 36 23 40 

Trmnare ....... 22 12 4 6 34 23 40 

MBwaS- 22 11 6 5 32 28 88 

Chaton.. 21 11 5 5 25 16 38 

Leicester- 21 10 6 5 32 19 36 

Ponsmuh ... 72. 9 8 5 31 29 35 

Southend ..ZV 10 4 7 34 27 34 

Sicks . 21 10 3 8 32 34 33 

Bristol Cfey 22 9 0 7 27 25 33 

Nottmftrest - 20 B 5 8 31 25 32 

Derby.. 20 9 3 8 31 33 30 

Whamptan .... 21 a 10 S 3* 25 2B 

Bolton.. 21 7 7 7 28 27 28 

Mfodteterough 20 7 8 7 29 23 27 

Notts County ..21 8 2 11 27 37 26 
West Brom . 20 6 6 8 33 32 24 


Btonirtfiem ... 21 6 5 10 21 30 23 
Stndertmd— 20 7 


2 11 20 30 23 

Grimsby- 20 4 10 B 25 24 22 

Barnsley .. 22 5 8 11 27 40 21 

Luton_ 21 6 3 12 25 30 21 

WUford.. 21 5 5 11 26 41 20 

Oxford Utd 21 5 5 11 25 38 20 

Peterboraupt .20 3 7 10 17 28 16 

Second ifivtekm 


Bournemouth v Brentford (1230) - 

Bradford v Rotherham---.... 

Ihtonv Barnet--- 

tot Borers v Reecfing 

(ail nckot)... 

Bumiey v Wrexham .... 

Fufoam v Port Vale--- 

Hartlepool v Huddersfield......... 

Leyton Orient v Cambridge Utd .. 

Stockport v Blackpool. 

York v Hull. ..... 


Rearing. 

Stockport . . 


Bristol Rovers 
Blackpool .. 

Burnley .. 

Hun. 

Brantford . 

Bournemouth 
Bradford .... 

York_ 

Wrwham 


Layton i 

Ewter . 

Cardiff. 

Swansea.. , 
Rotherham 


Fuftern — 


Brighrte .. 
Becnel- 


P 

W 

.. 20 

13 

._ 20 

12 

.. 20 

11 

... 20 

10 

. 20 

10 

_ 21 

10 

. 20 

10 

- 20 

9 

.. 20 

6 

. 19 

B 

. 20 

8 

_ 20 

8 

. 20 

7 

d 20 

7 

. 20 

7 

. 20 

6 

20 

5 

. 21 

6 

.. 20 

5 

_ 20 

5 

.. 20 

5 

21 

4 

.. 20 

3 

.. 20 

2 


L F APB 
2 44 21 44 

4 36 18 40 

5 40 28 37 
5 38 24 35 
5 2B 21 35 
8 37 34 33 
7 33 25 33 
7 37 34 31 
5 34 18 31 
5 23 19 30 
7 31 29 29 
B 26 22 28 

6 7 32 33 27 
6 7 28 29 27 

6 7 25 29 21 

7 7 32 39 25 
9 6 30 33 24 

5 ID 24 32 S3 

6 S 26 34 21 

6 9 19 28 21 
3 12 21 29 18 
5 12 18 29 17 

7 10 17 33 16 

3 15 22 48 9 


Depth 

(cm) 

L U 


Conditions Runs to 
Piste Off/p resort 


Wealher 
(5pm) Last 
°C snow 


AUSTRIA 

Krtzbuhel 


Mayrhofen 
Obergurgl 
Schladming 
St Anton 


FRANCE 
AIpe D'huez 


25 50 good varied tat cfoud 

(Good skmg but rxsies hard-packed tn 
n 07 fcy heavy closed doud 

rtf-pacted. no crowds or queues) 

70 fair crust fair fine 

(Good piste skiing In aB areas) 

BO good powder closed 

fBtcerterti sfcaig on upper stapes 
195 fair varied fair 

(Pfete skiing improving) 


cloud 

snow 


-3 22/12 
-1 18/12 
-2 21/12 
1 22/12 
-1 23/12 


Avoriaz 

Chamonfc 

Rate 


Hevafier 
Tgnes 
ValThorens 


ITALY 

C&YHa 


75 ISO good powder good; aoQW A 23/12 

so 

2 22/12 

pe %%Z£3 £ er i avia 

o 23flS 
*■»» 
* 23/12 

(Abundance of powder on and off piste) 


80 


30 


SWITZERLAND 
Cr Montana 
f£ 


300 pood crust good 
(Superb skUng on an pistes) 


fine -5 17/12 


MOrren 

Verbier 

Zemtatt 


15 w , «. 
^nJSmns^ndhtghw^n^Lg^ -___ 


Source: SW Club oi Great Bntafn. L - lower slopes. U - upper - srtificiai. 


Third division 


ChesterfieldvDoncaser . 

Coktester v Mansfield (110) 
Crewe v Wigan 


v Northampton .—.. 

vSTrewebuy |li.o>__ 

Lteoin v Scunthorpe ... _ 

Preston v Cheater ..... 

Tarqueyv Wycombe.... 

WateafivBuiy.... 


Crewe__ 

Preston. 

Chester__ 

WtesaB_ 

Wycontoe. 

ShftMEbuy .. 
Scurehorpe... 
Rochdale ... 

a*y- 

Torquay_ 

Chesterfield .. 

Doncaster. 

Mansfield- 

Lincoln_ 

Colchester __ 

Cafoe _ 

Gamghem. 

Hereford 
ScsrDotoiflfi . 
Wgen- 

DarinflJon ..... 

Northampton. 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

Pta 

19 

12 

4 

3 

42 27 

40 

19 

11 

3 

5 

48 33 

36 

19 

11 

2 

6 

35 21 

3S 

19 

to 

5 

4 

25 16 

35 

19 

9 

7 

3 

34 28 

34 

IB 

B 

B 

5 

31 26 

30 

19 

8 

6 

5 

26 14 

30 

19 

8 

5 

6 

30 19 

29 

IS 

a 

4 

7 

30 27 

28 

19 

8 

9 

4 

32 20 

27 

18 

8 

2 

8 

28 31 

26 

19 

fl 

2 

9 

25 28 

26 

19 

7 

S 

7 

24 31 

26 

18 

7 

4 

7 

29 33 

26 

18 

7 

2 

9 

35 44 

23 

19 

5 

7 

7 

25 22 

22 

19 

5 

6 

8 

24 28 

21 

18 

5 

3 

10 

28 40 

16 

19 

5 

3 

11 

21 32 

IS 

19 

4 

4 

11 

28 38 

16 

10 

3 

a 

10 

22 32 

IS 

19 

2 

5 

12 

is as 

11 


GM Vauxhal Conference 


ABttocham v Macclesfield ---— 

Bromegrare v KWdenrinsfer (If 30) 

Dag and Red v Katerog_........ 

HamaxvGateshead ....._____ 

Northwtahv Wilton.. 

Runcorn v Stafford-- 


Siaiybridgev Southport- 

Telford vMenhyr ----.... 


Wefltoo vOovor 
WrtonQvStougtii 
YeovrtvBah. 


Scottish 

Premier 


Diteee Utd v Aberdeen .. 

Hibernian v Paidck.....- 

Kfenamoofc v Dundee_ 

Motherwel v Cetac.. 

Ratthv Si Johnstone .. 

Rangers v Hearts.. 


First rfivlslon 


Brechin v Hamilton... 

v Merton....—.. 

FaKtkv Cfortermftne---- 

StN&renvAlrtte --- 

Stirling v Dumbarton --- 


Second (Melon 


Arbroath v East Rb __ 

Berwick v Queen ol the South .. 

Cowdenbeath v Forfar.. 

Queen’s Park vAloa_ 

Stertxxjsamurv Meadowbank. 
Stranraer v East Swing- 


Tennants Scottish Cup 
First round replay 


Huntley v Albion 


Northern Premier League 
Premier Division 


Knowstay Utd v Fleetwood__ 

Marins v Goiwyn Bay---- 

Morecamtoev Barrow -- 

Wtefbrd v Leek__ 

OTHER MATCHES: Ettshop Auckland v 
Frtekfey; Bikington Town vWWtley Bw; 
Buxton v Mattock: Choriay v HorvMcn; 
Dioytsden v Hyde; Emiey v Accrington 
Stanley; Gainsborough v Boston First 
dfutefon: A/freton Town v Eastwood 
Town; Cuzon Aahtan v Ashton \M. Gt 
Harwood Town v Bamber Bridge, 
Gretna v CongtetonTcwn; Gooie Town v 
Worksop Town; Guteetoy v Harrogate 
Town. Mo6£tey v Caemarton Ttxvn; 
Raddfte Borough v Lancaster City; 
Warrington Town v Parsley Cattle; 
Workington v Spannymoor Utd. 


DIADORA LEAGUE Premier thtaton: 

jetofce v DorUng: Chastain v Aytos- 
txtfy <12d); Dufanch v Bromtey. Grays v 
— atfioB: Hanlon vHwea (11.15); Mwtow 
WoWngham (120,: Moteaey v 
fongstortan; St Afoans vEnflekJ; Stewenage 
Borough v Hikrtin (11-0): Sutton Utd v 
CaretaScn {Utfi. Yeering v Hanow 
1130). First tfv&ton: AOrigdors Town v 
St Pear Bffcricey Tewn v Purflaat; 
Bognor Regia Town v Wortfwg. Boreham 
WOod v ferttamered Town; Hsybndtw 
Swdls vetshobBStoittoni: MaktortwedUid 
v Windsor and Eton: Uxbridge v States 
Town; Walton and Herehem v Tooting and 
Mtcham; Vlfcmbtey v RuisSp Manor 
Wwtalesie v Croydon. Second dMctorc 
Aktershot Town v Ttame IW. Berstaad 
Athieu: v Lewes; Barren Rwora rWm 
Comer How * TOuy; Egham Town * 


Hanfoton: Hamel Hempaaed v Edtawas 
Town; tkngarford Town v Newtuay Twn; 


LaatoerhaadvCheftssyTcwm; 
ftifice v Maklen Vale; Ratoham Town v 
Awtey; Sattren Wafoen Tom » Wtiham 
Third tfctafoa' Camtwtey Twin v Cove. 
Che6hi*t v Hertford Trwi; Ctepton v East 
Thuroch Utd: Harioa Town v Roysren 
Town; Horetam v Epsom and Ewei; 
FOng^juy Town v FaOharn and Hounslow 
B: Leforton Town vTifog Town; Honhufood 
v RKXwel Heeth, Southal v HarefieU Ikd. 


SEAZffi HOMES LEAQUC Premier ri- 
vfatorc Adwssone v Nmeaton (10.30): 
BasWey v FamPorough; Cambridge City v 
Corby Town; Cheltenham v Trowbridge; 
Crawfey Town «r Hactrcs fll.15)r Grejfey 
Rovers V Burton (U Jo), Hadnestard y 
Halesowen; Moor Green v SaM (120). 

pboure v Ctahnsford ( 1120 ); 
.._Jioovtte V Dordwstar Worcester v 
Qlaceaer. 


Mkfland rfivtetoo; Bednorih lAd 
Arrmage, Brid^iorth Tom v Bilsun Town; 
Evesham Utd v RC Warwick; HncWey Town 
v Leicester Ufo, Kira’s Lynn v Grenham 
Town; Newport AFC v Redritch Utd; 
Rushden and Diamonds v VS 


Rushden arid Diemonds v VS fkgby; 
Stourbridge v Ducky Town; Tamwortfi v 
Sutton Codfiafd Town, Westan-eupar-Mam 
v Ctevodon Town, Yap Toan v Forest 
Green Rovers. Sotahem (Mslon: Ashfonl 
Town v Gravesend and Northfleet Bektock 
Town v Brantree Town; Budtingtam Town 
v Witney Town; Bun-Yam v Fisher 93; 
Dunstable v Waaldstone; Erith and Baf- 
vedere v Tonbndga AFC: Haren Town v 
Saftsbuy Cty; Migziie w Canfemuy City; 
Newport. IQW v Fareham Town; SutSxcy 
Town v Bury Town; Weymouth v Poole 
Town. 


SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE: Ards V Btet- 
gor Ba*yclare v Omagh Town. Camrtc v 
Lame: Cutonvwe v Cnwadare; CDterelne v 
Befiymena; Gtertoran v Unfield: Newsy v 
Dtsaitay: Portadown v Gtenawte. 


BOTO GAIS LEAGUE OF IRELAND: 
Premier Mtoi Oerry Cay v Si Patricks 
AttSetc (3.15); DindaA v Gahwy Utd 
(3J01; Limenck vBohemtane (2.15); Shenv 
rock Hewers v Drogheda Utd (£i5). 


KONtCA LEAGUE OF WALES 


wytfi» foter Canfitt. Bangor v Porttw 


i: Aberyst- 
rthmedog; 


Briton Ferry v Dane*; Caercns v Newdown; 
Bitar Vie rr Aten UdK Rrt Town Utd v 
Comeri's Quay (110); Haverfo«we« v 
Maesteg Park. Uansariflraid v Conwy; 
Mold v Hdywel; Ton Pertre v Cwmbran 
(10J. 


CARLING NORTH WEST COUNTIES: 
Rat dWtaioit Bootte v Prescot. Burccough 
v Stakneredale UJd; Cfitherue v Atherton 
Ifl: FMon v Safcxd City; Dtossop Nonh 
End v Chadderton; Mate Road v DanMn; 
Jterbrech Town v Wdsgroye Athlete; 
Newcasde Town v Eastwood Hanley; 
Perath w Bradford Park Avenue: 
Rossendala Utd v Bacup Boreutfr; St 
HNans Town v Rteri mo n l Rcware. Second 
(Mslon: EBesmere Port Tom v Nelson; 
HoUrer Old Bays v K Chet Ashton Town v 
Weaharghkn Town; Aiheron Cottenes v 
Hasingden. Casttefon Gabriels v Oldham 
Town; ChBarfc Town y Wem Town; North 
Traffard v Formby; Squires Gam w Bteck- 
poof Macs: Santandate v Meghul 


GREAT MILLS LEAGUE: Promter DMston: 
Bidelort v Ctedton Ufcfc Brtstol Manor Farm 

v Mangoteflekf Utd; CNppanham Town v 

Cate Tow, Bmore v Tnrenon Town; 

Paufcon Rovers v Frame Town; Satesh Utd 

w Usfcead Athtetrc; Tanton Twm v 

ErartouthTown Rat dtastoa* Badwel LM 

v Bishop Sutton; Bndpcn v Chant Town: 

Brcington y Ksynsham Town; Qysl Rovers 

v Odery St Mary; Heavnree utd v Dewfiah 
Town; ttracorrfoe Town v Barnstaple- 

Larkhat Atttiedc V Wamwisar Town; 

PoMoy Vela v Qww Tcmrv, Radat o ck v 

Waken Rovers; WeBngtnn y Gtestonbury. 


NOPTHSTN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE' 
Premier dhtalon; Befoar Town v Oaaah 
Twrrr Brtgg Trewi y Denary Utd. 
ugnton Welfare y EcdesMI Utd; 

Uncoto 


LirersedgevSheffield; Matty MWv'Sortii 

.... *i v rfjdrral Town. 


Fentoy UtA Ossett AJtWr 1 
~ rennfl Town v Aimthorpe Welfare: 

dteridw PSv Ashflold Utd; ThacMey v 
Pontetraa Cottery. 


JEWSON LEAGUE: Pr emi e r dMston: 
Comam Uld tf Suttuy Wandarera; Dias 
Townw Lowestoft Town. FaVaroam Tcwr y 
Watton Utd; Grate Yarmouth Town v 
Goriesfon; Havwta Rovers v Halstead 
Town; HfatonvChaoeris Town; March Town 
Uld y lMsbach Town: Newmarhat Town \i 
SorcmTtMm Rsngere. Stonrradwi Torm v 
FaQxetowe Towt: Tiptoe Utd v Harwich and 
Parkestoa Wrtwhem v Norwich Utd. 


RUGBY UNION 


Club matches 


MOTORING 


BMW AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 



Richard Cound 

BMW En 


M/2 SDH SiVBi 58*_57.4B5 

31S TOUflW 99100 «C_PjQA. 
TtSfi 91H SIBUKG 2BC__TT3JB5 
31B/4 UK 91H WITE 2SK_HQ3fi 

3ifV4an»».®st_ p.da 

320/25 OGHLWIT3K_OlSBS 


325IA COUPE 8X UUVTU5 9S22.4B5 
325 70S S 931 UW&DUS SL.PM 
SISSiBHllWTW_EH995 


5205 9U K»W Iff_£16.496 

S2a«ETaJKS3LMyPSO 
»--PDA 


SZSTDS 5 SX. «MMI OL—PUA 

5ST599.GR9I4K-£PiJA 

SSavtSSlGMMTEX—_53Bv996 


54Wlfl93L0W«W*L^J34595 
740 W tt CM.YFS0 M P.OA 


*{0452)523456 

IttMtteriUNMlI 


BMW 


325i 

Free 12AM.M.T«dkd»- 


blacfc, bJoti hoed. ftdlioatW 
titeriar, tide* teetker Irk. Rear 




*6000 ifca.Sd!eL_ _ 

Baebic «M«m. A8S. Tktid 


■Ire*- Brawl aa* Mt af alkqa 
—d Y atiahofmo fy rat ^aa firtwt 


£12.950. 
0474*0980 or0831 891BZ&. 


SBOsvalHc 1900. 1 


. K/L _ 

wtoa. Na w ea d tiate. 
Cl lJgO . WKknw/«w orrsr 
6*1878. wren 0737 aniea. 


leiw 


»«t™dy700 

*»!■! lit £1.900 

oaaoaaaateri 


BMW WANTED 


CITROEN 


■ MUanrcK/L 
— ' OOl 884 4800 


AbertWeiyvEbtJw Vale (220) . 

Aspa&ia v Wlgton (2.30). 

Ayr v Claritston (2.^ .... 

Bath vCtttcn _____ 

Bedford v OU Paulines . 

BrtringhanVSottiLd v SKuSans (2J0) 


Bradford and BiriQley v Mortey. 

Camborne v Redruth (2.30) . 

Cardlfl v Pontypridd p 30] .. . 

Cheltenham v Stroud (2.30) . 

Coventry v Moseley 


Curie vBortJUjpvrwlr ( 2.07 .. 

OtyvStodaon (2.15). 


Durttami . 

Gate vMterose (2.0) 

Glamorgan Wntks v Newbridge (2.30) 
Glasgow Ac v Glasgow Htofwai (2-ffl 

GtoucestervLydney (2151. 

Harrogate u Kerfoal(213.. 

Hevars v Bournemouth (2.30).. 

Herat's FP v Wtescnlans (2.0).. 

Jed-FdrestvHawtck&O) -.-. 

Tenby Uld (2.30). 

vTamworih (230). 


CLASSIC CARS 


MoT. alarm. 

Tei-071 agang Way 


MOI W WI 4/4 I960. KM. 1 
owner far r H ii r«a, i t aala. 
C9.98Q. For Mi 


FERRARI 


tefi 8T« saver P ti taca ui i Cbok 

by Ma M um on eecal 


male Ftnvzv oribrs on fiSTMO 

Rora Waare 0784 7ia»4M 


Ue/teB v London Wtesh (2l30). 

London titter v Old MifiNuans . 



(230) .. 

on Lodge (2.0) 
(230) 


Nuneaton v Rutty (215} 
rpoolStHt 


Orrgfl v Liverpool St Helens (220) . 

Obey v Leeds ( 2 . 30 ). 

Ponypool vT/Bdegar ( 230 ).. 

Preston Grasshoppers v Fyide 1230 ) ... 

RMwbinavMourttalnAsh(230). 

Htetarond»Harieqtir®| 2 . 3 <» . 

Sate v Broughton mk ( 220 ) .. 

SeMfcv Kelso ( 2 . 00 ). 

WHartfcpodvHawpoolRJZ.O). 

P-O). 


Wigtownshire v KSmantock j 


BUQBY LEAGUE 


Stdooe Bitter Championship 
Leigh v Sheffield .. 


borne con Romo rod/tnn 
bwg i w FBH «8toOO ofin CD 
ar/an eaa. too tewffil 


11M11 WwJ/naam iijbS mo 

Htal rniatmuii In our show- 

toon, dow Ov.Ha MHT Ud. 

Ntw/orn) Hmo l to 
CVrtvn t ra /WMB 04S1 e6io«a 

Mgffl or PMC OW 861000 


raw anon/*, ttta/nmck. 

reborn by Bob I ton o mm Ud. 

d6MQ ndi ca laooo. Mor 

W ra uv MHT UL Ftnot car 

M Cn tn roMa Ottl B6104a 

, wrfii or nc owu aaiooe 


FORD 


WW CAR tMTM Otar Hue* 

precoon a on «fl now A K/L ray 

Fara-a. Tab OBI ggt 4400 


FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 


o.o ic roe UR 

LHD *MO nut gnr AMar 

CKO/CO «BWC ll Mwrtri 
c/lacktao BW BOB U240O 

QBrt BOO 1878 / 0960 3Z3 get 


FO UR WH EEL DRIVE 
WANTED 


IMS TO*> Brtcaa otOO tor 

ooro. Metorau- 
0S72T49QP O. 


May Rnw, boyar tL ray. 
John Prone! OBI boo j7Bl 


raqutra. Orethr Joey raid 
»** moC i *. Buytr wB 
COIL Tel OTOB 7ttlS6s 
a OB6Q 44BS33 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 


DAIMLER 4 ttlra tunny i 
1991 J IM 



(BMmum ted taneo 
g a 7000 Mean Praia* 


ban 19.000 reoea FBhBH 
concaojBOQTra:oa2gBaaBa6 


XM I99B *jp rawa n ranea o o red 


nww a&ooo _ _ 
SBBE TV* Odfl6 7W «g 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 
WANTED 


rw -. ion 

Wd Ibr Low ___ 

bvolr vaOor Or» 0aTa-T49090. 


LEXUS 


LEXUS COUPE For 1994 VS 

Auto or 2JI Twin Tvrbo DM or 

Uva From cxjooQ me warr 

Wnra Imwre 0734 1UM4 


LEXUS Qwre 4 birr vb * aja 
Twra Turbo. New 4c UM 
hnarcor OBI gOS SS9»/amo 


MERCEDES 


B ray. FBH. 2 
w. t ai wfflhy 
El 1.900. tol oai BM ypys. 


lamift Tel 0444710 4B& 


oOoya. A/C. atac roof. E/W. 
gidM. £0.996. OSI 886 T1S&I 


MERCEDES WANTED 


ter mB Mareadm. Gians WO- 

DOnu 0B72 749090 or 0631 

406172 Wa dam KWonw>dc.T 


071-837 6388 or 071-2839661 


PERFORMANCE CARS 


tr. Oerrado 060. J6 

ADC iStoOO Ml red. aba. VW 

wamniy to fort 199s won. 

dcrluL giaJBO. Mazda MX 3, 

H8AEH.rad.~- " 


Trt 0889 g70S300») 


CUO WILLIAMS CoawL FinbdiM 


661131.1 


BLTWto Syyyra. 


MXB 1994 ModaU wn 1300 
Pl y rnre A T O Wra N a w ONosn. 

Now. Ptos kord ton 
v taMar of 

»99/ SO 


tonan obi am; 


. pnfwihar. More Vbl- 
Wy Motor Q r mraoei-394 IH4 


TVS 360 L FtaMd hood. 1986 D 
ray. WWBL MOT BBd ta» tmOB 


TVS Wi rt low ndnii CaB 
OariaforaaMMVMyMv- 
«gr Prom oei 694 1114 T 


PEUGEOT 


■MW CAM CDfRB Odra- Hobo 

I Dtacounia on OB Daw A K/L ray 

iPaainry ivt CM 868 4400 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


Tsl 


mis 


OnmawrCMOD. 


■ak nr Vtearta 

_Be 


R/' C 1 NIC Ban oBn 

fiSfsoAriSKSf* “ 

Contact DS33 M3518 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


BYG SOY 

Ttei 


HI NAV 255, ow 

MM *15815 Rkhort 


K1 NGV fir* MM 

816*18*13851 ate tar BtehraU 

PAU i 


10 PD 

(tappor. 18t 081 32* 8400 
_ fOgtollyte 


RC 7 t 

_ren tn 6 P6L 


WLY20 (tro ^apO 

_0554 Bin* 


ROVER 


NteW CAR CBITKE OfWi Knot 
Dlarounra on aO now A K/L ray 
ROYCT-a. Tat 081 868 4400 


aocyeasD/eot vcw rei r on t ray 
snwv Mae DMo wrnan 
0653 485 281 (0) 233 798 00 


SAAB 


MOT 16a uraaeitM a Made! 
9.000 moaa BSOMO OB. 
owner ht 071 496 0607 


8000 CDCaMni Auto. Fan 91. 
TModoyn. bnma 

£14.996. 081 B86 M98. 


ABSOUITELV Or krawr M. 
Saab buyer. Col joreny Smttb 
061-482 7777 1 BWtw ByL 


RENAULT 


__ __l 90 new & K/L new 

Rntfoiri, ~t«l obi 4aoo 


TOYOTA 


Ptu e* «T 1993 Ou iao (98K) 1 
tody owiMr. 10000 ns. FSH. 
Royal Star Mcl «fo eond. BM 5 
yr Toyota warroatr. Bun m 
pew gig.96o em-aao ersi t 


"iw CAB CB in u oom- Hoy 
roacoi ma an hi naw A K/L ray 
TayoMfa. Tit: 081 866 4400 


SUPRA Tnrtm 91 H. KK RH 
WUM. Htor LcaDatr. CtlOti 
P7C1 434308/ 0B6Q 393496 l 


VOLVO 


ESTATBS DMbrt 7JB 4 9*a 

wanted 4 ror sda. P w Core 

oMtenm > 


me, g797o» 


WAMTSP AM Votvoo E-L reym 
Piarenan nrtora. COB Twtv 
B yme. Mota Vaaey Group OS72 
749090/0831 B68404 _ 


VOLKSWAGEN 


/jEft NORTHWAY ^ 
w GARAGE ^ 

offer tee foUowini can 
for immediate delivery 
L sarins Sb MR HWra Ita ttUfi 

) 008J9 Pa nl 



rWanCdbiyiai 
Fkaa Dataray Id w l onwhta 

OBI 9001622 
0836 778251 
MAN DEALER SO YEARS 


SAAB AUTHORISED DEALERS 



ESSEX 


Tot: 0977 2)4111 
MAlCCfc aratR « % ra.4Cm4Li:if^W 
«WCb» S Aara, Onto eOtioraiiMSO 

n /LfcDazavMvfoMfoy/ccn»L.ciB^so 


n 


w I 


t Sen rare.Hub* ABS. IK-LIMfS 

■nSLnanl-taa.ACCD.S4. ItfoKO 


| CD LBi, non I 


.IIC£l».KO 

^ _ ;octa4c.£»s.9so 

ICS1ALmav65*.RC ICX-£11,475 

> COE ZOl naa-BaL Bk, RC IlkttlOSP 

lM0ISE.UtaM.RCAC.4K_£14,MO 

I VH l»V.&nl n *nSR.RC IOC £I2.*90 

> MOOSETtoCyrara. ACC Bat. £10.060 

|NRULaM.BL43-£11,MO 


iNMursnoNAMcnoNaonHEns 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


WeMryo Saab, BnnndUdt 
WaKryn Garden Chy. Tat 0707 UU60 

to (L) TOO SB LPT, 5 door, hd <pac_POA 

tJ (L) COBUknraOMrttetefoE. <I7^M 
to <K) CDB U, ran. HUf. AC A«S_£I 7.4M 
*1 (M) CULLOxn^ABLSLAW.58Ulfo»M 
to (L)CSUT. mo. UKnMr. ABC 02.791 
•2 PQ CSXSil-PbaM>vn Aca NK£I4J9S 
HQ)Mwqii|.titatateadtCIUW 


M(H) MOO 10 T. Odradn SR RC UK-0.9M 
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London W7. Teh HI 567 703SM52I 
} WrySCMnYdaNoX .<17.950 
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CARDIFF 
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Tat 0222 3*0340 
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Ac this time of celebration. Saab 
and die Dealer network hope all 
your journeys are safe and 
pleasurable and chat even more 
of you have the 
opportunity to enjoy 
the Saab experience 
throughout 1994. 
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Freud on Friday: tasty morsels from a sporting year 

In pursuit of trivia and The Truth 


I t was to be the column 
that reached parts other 
columns failed to pene¬ 
trate, but ended up being the 
column that brought trivia 
ignored by its competitors. 

It began by investigating 
how Newcastle United sup¬ 
porters painted their faces 
green and yellow, sang Que 
sera sera, took Steve {Interest¬ 
ing) Davis out for a pizza and 
deeply embarrassed the Essex 
man by sending back the 
warm lager patronised Wem¬ 
bley for the world badminton 
championships, which sent it 
to sleep; and cheered the 
march of the Suffolk Punches 
at the Horse of the Year Show, 
which made it feel a whole lot 
better. The lunacy of contem¬ 
plating a national stadium 
when we have this huge 
under-used arena in north 
London is something the col¬ 
umn will leave to more seri¬ 
ous commentators. 

There were some notable 
scoops, events which were 
reported nowhere else in the 
media: coverage of the public 
schools rugby fives was 
among these — indeed, the 
column itself thought it might 
be a labour-saving variation 
of rugby sevens until it re¬ 
called what occurred behind 
the fives courts when the 
column was at school. 


W hile the sportswrit- 
ers of the land were 
giving hour-by-hour 
accounts of Frank Bruno's 
preparation for his fight 
against Cari “The Truth" Wil¬ 
liams. this column had a four- 
course lunch with Williams's 
manager, drove to the gymna¬ 
sium with Williams's trainer 
and exchanged a few sen¬ 
tences with the boxer himself. 

“Why are you known as 
The TruthT 

“There are many versions 

y* 

It was given a delicate 
buffet meal at the polo dub 
where Fergie’s father once 
reigned; while at Bisley. for 
the National Rifle Association 
Elcho Shield competition, the 
column made Cumberland 
Sauce (redcurrant jelly. Eng¬ 
lish mustard. Ruby port) to 
accompany its host’s boiled 
ham. 

Then there was the bull¬ 
fighting in Portugal... adver¬ 
tised as an event where the 
bulls are not killed; the col¬ 
umn could not help notidng 
that the bulls were left to bleed 
to death and will seek other 
diversions in the land of our 
oldest allies. 

On a summer Sunday, cov¬ 
ering the British gliding 
championships.- the column 
was taken for a glide in the 
dear skies above Basingstoke 
... and returned to the town in 
December to witness the Brit- 




BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Altana 
108 Boston 103: Mian) 38 Philadelphia 90 
Chicago 106 Mrrnesota 98: hnwaJee 96 
Dallas 86' LA Clippers 109 W a s h ington EG 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Ailanbc cfcvisfon 

W L Pet GS 


3 10 .585 315 

10 U 478 S'* 

11 13 .458 6 

9 14 391 7-a. 

9 15 375 8 

7 17 232 10 


New York .. 16 6 727 

Orlando ... 13 10 .585 31* 

Mian*. 10 11 478 SY: 

Boston. 11 13 .458 8 

NewJerwy 9 14 391 7’* 

Philadelphia. 915 375 8 

WscMnqlon 7 17 232 10 

Central division 

Atlanta .. 17 5 773 

Oicago . 15 e 652 2 - 

Clnrtoite . .. 13 11 542 5 

Indiana. 10 13 435 7’S 

Cleveland ... 914 39* B\- 

Dcrroit ... . 6 15 348 9’.- 

MAvaAee .7 18 280 m- 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Midwest (fiwson 
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CALGARY, Atoena: World Cup-. Four- 
man. 1 . P LuedcfL 1 Can) iroi 52220*: 2. 
C Loir tCani 1 5238. 3 P Gcauto 1“' 
r 5265 A M Tow. C S.™or»d5 J Wire. E 
Sekaa'or iGB| 1 42©, 5. G HuDer'W 
1 S3 76. 6. D Mjmeau iCam 1-628? 7 S 
Oioson. V Bramble. & Fanet;. L Paul *cj2i 
1 -53.02: 8. J torbench iUS> 9 J Dmura 
'Ca Rep! T.53 07. 10. F GuSlattsm iScei 
1 53 10 Sttndngs. 1 . Tcul rtipio 2. D 
Vficw iGcrt 106. 3. LuoOWi 104 «pii 4. 
Lon jpj H Sctiyy?53cr (Ajgfrai ift? 

_ BOXING _ 

TOKYO WBC BantamnoigW Champ- 
totstfe; Tasu* Yokahv tJaxin't: Byw 
Jung li |S Kot. he Met) pt-> 

CRICKET 

BRISBANE- Toor match. SotTi AJncarc 
A3S-7 d« !H C»0n[i; 1-JS. 0 “uTnnan ; 13 M 
KotmiMz 5-92) ano 224-8 dec lAHjtem 
:CS> Queenttaid 163 .S S€ F fie Vrif- 
JvJl, 0 Runts-’ 3-511 and 268-5 -T 
EJ 1 C&; S3. J Maher S3 no 1 , cu*! Mach 
tfrawn 

MORATUWA Tour match ilnv dav C’ lwo> 
England Under-19 SOM tC ScfcSeil 59 
nc; out. R ’.Vealon 57j Sount/fn P.wnco 
83-1. _ 

_ FOOTBALL _ 

Wednesday's late iwuW 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP. KeueasW 
United 1 Leeds Untied 1 
ENDSLEK3H INSURANCE LEAGUE- Sec¬ 
ond OhrtsiorL- Cortstt 1 Smnnaei 0 
ANGLO-TTAUAN CUP: frterraitona! 
sag«r Group A: Anwo J Note Ccvtt, 1 
isee'j 1 So* on 1 . Dijrior, c Pvi 2 
( k Mirfnct*cu 3 h 0 1 Group B; 

Cosorca 3 .Vos* Brcirmwch Affl-on 1. 
Ptrscara 2 SiaN.- Cflv t. PoKsnaur. 2 
F ercniina 3 Soctvna Um’cd 5 Padc.-a 2 
BORO GAiS LEAGUE OF IRE1AND 
Ptomer rflufilon: Shdtwume 3 MenajMn 
titled 0 

INTERNATIONAL: M»« 0 Germar.- 0 
ca wr rrolatvs pci&erXfl 












ish figure skating competition 
at the leisure centre—home of 
the Basingstoke Beavers, a 
cinema and a bowling alley. 

It supported the Scottish 
women's lacrosse team at 
Heriot-Watt University and 
bought a T-shirt for the cause, 
chatted to the puck-bunnies at 
Nottingham's ice-rink and 
found out about hulks and the 
attraction of controlled ag¬ 
gression on the ice — which it 
had thought was plain undi¬ 
luted violence. 

Some hours were spent in a 
back garden in Ayrshire with 
a pigeon fonder ... whose 
birds had been unleashed at 


■.,7- . t j 1 ^ 1 t t 4! 1 *- 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Florida 3 NY 
Rangers 2. Hanlord 6 N«w Ja-xy 3. NY bL 
anders 5 Montreal 3: Toronto 2 San Jose 2: 
Ecknomon 7 Caigay 3: Date 3 Anaheim 2 
lOT) 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Afisntic tflvteaon 

W LTPBGFSA 

wr Ranges . . . 23 8 3 49 126 87 

Neu.Jersey . ..19 11 4 42 120 93 

Philadelphia.. . 18 16 2 38 135 136 

Washington . . 15 16 2 32 108 108 

NY Islanders . 14 15 3 31 120 Til 

Florida . 1316 5 31 91 97 

Tampa Bay . . 1020 4 24 85 111 


Northeast dhmon 
PltKCurgn .. 17 9 7 41 125 113 
&Xion . 16 10 7 3 ? 110 98 

Buffalo . . 161& 3 35 115 99 

Montreal ... J413 6 34 105 W 

Quebec .. U 16 5 33 122 117 

Harford 11 19 J 2 S 97 M8 

Ottawa 8 24 3 19 104 171 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central tfivitwm 

Torino .. .21 9 6 48 127 98 

Date .. 17 ir 7 41 127 116 

Si Ukas 17 11 5 39 105 106 

Detroit .. 1813 2 38 144 119 

Chicago 16 11 4 36 97 

Winnipeg 12 1? 5 29 122 U7 

Pacific division 

Calgary. , . 19 12 5 43 137 119 
Vancouver . .. 1817 0 36 115 114 
Anaheim . . 1320 2 28 92 UQ 

Son Josp . 11 19 6 28 87 ill 

Loi-Angeles . 12 19 2 26 123 137 

Edmonton 9 24 5 £3106133 

RIFLE SHOOTING 

SUSSEX CUP iiearns of aa 3*20 at 50m 1 
1 Surrey 33M tcciuls rvUtoral record). 2. 
Laieasiua 3302 3. Lothian 3294, _ 

RUGBYLEAGUE 

STOICS BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP- Shef¬ 
field 28 SaHotf 22. waidiew 12, Waning- 
'sn 10 

RUGBY UNION 

CLUB MATCHES: Aberavon 37 Maesiea 
21. Balh 9 TaAnKfl 23 Mostfev 40 Greaiy 
B^rgfam 1£, Nonpetl 36 Gljxfcter U 

_ TENNIS _ 

MIAMI, Rondo: Orango Bowl firtor 
tiumpiortsliips: Sngies: Boys: Thrd 
round: M no:. iCHiej tff A Deere! (Fn 6-1 6- 
? MCaris&oilEritsPGcfcJacsniUSiW.S- 
6.7-6 N Be hr |lyl j jcigt- Esginla il.Vui 
M.6-1.F Br jwne (Argi bl'vV Ecm ,US: 6-1 
s-2: a Ccoa iSsl W E UcriscJi 1 6 - 3 . 6 - 0 - 
J Appel (LiSj t» C Ton iPciul M. 7-617-5. S 
Prr.:o iArJ» N w Schrart tAtdiia) 3-6 
643. C N'foran ihicr; Coasi) W D Benharv 
to iF'l 6-4. &-1 J Srymaidu Went tl H 
KcB-FraHeid (Norr 6-1 6-0; T Sh (Cy W F 
&juiflan iAr>j} 6-2 7-5. RCbllerfAushiaintA 
RXtfiman .uSl f-4. £-3. R CanriJero fSoi tR 
MVJe:i.xontisr)6.j 6-4 r Jahansstsi (S«e' 
W G Bi'axJ (Sp) 7-6.4-fe. 4-0. IK. 0 Kuicn 
-.Bri 01 ASchneUCt (A'g»6-3,6-2. U Jmchuc 
fill?) a J RWdc* tUS) 7-5. trJ G Doa 
lA-gi tt R SjElxj I Korn) C-2. 6-2. Girls: 
Second round: M D'Ano-jir* (&) fcj £ Ron- 
CKWVCI {G016-2 6-3. C Betg&eOK <Fr» W A 
IVjmwnghi iGSl 6-* 6-2. N London tUSj K 
M Dcicrts,CampinJ tfei 643. 6-3 NLcriai- 
Je£"ChlT?y (GtMl tl K Brsidr lUSl t-7 &4 M 
'khweranarm iSwrtfl tfi K Burnt tFcT- &-3.6> 

1 . i Siswchong (US) K C GraWo (Col 60. 
6-4. A Mcnlglu iSo) hr D Ran4>ani(-V 
Aladavscsn 5-7. &3. 64. A Bi^ayTrJa 
iL'Si 01 £ TiD&ts iCaril 6-4, 6-3. M K>jM 

rS^ialna, or ASorraancib tm 7-6.46. 
7.5 U Dor Oh>n (Ara< b! C Hincapre iCc-16- 

2. E-7 6-0 d tiaoc [Poh a C Leper lArq' 6- 

3 F4 ARas:oriFntCKNagy(HLrifa-4.'&4. 
S Aji’JK-'n iCam fct B Casiro iO| 6 - 0 . &• 
1 V Lawla 1 A 131 b\ & »UJ^ 6-3.6-3. 

TRan-jira :P^sr.l a A Lmtova iRuci) 62.6- 
1 C Crcdiij fHomi a M Ha^jnc-.a iS ^■■auaj 
6-2 bJ3 











Blackpool and foiled to re¬ 
turn: home seemed to be 
where the heart is. 

It bowled at Tolworth with 
the women's ten-pin champi¬ 
on. who went on to win every 
event on often was unim¬ 
pressed with indoor cricket at 
Aston V3La; rather liked a 
man named Tracey who is 6ft 
Sin and excels at basketball in 
Guildford: and in Stoke New¬ 
ington it found an assemblage 
of fiendish Turks who drink 
tea at 25p a throw and dream 
of the day that Galatasaray of 
Istanbul rule the football 
world- At the time of the visit 
they were well pleased with 


their chib's performance, 
which saw Manchester Uni¬ 
ted out of the European Cup. 

When Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity wanned up for the Twick¬ 
enham contest with their 
annual game against Steele- 
Bodger’s XV at Grange Road, 
the column got there early 
and saw Oxford I3nder-l3s 
take on the youth of Cam¬ 
bridge and show that the 
future of the game is in 
excellent hands. 

Perhaps this column's finest 
hour in 1993 was when it — 
and no one else —■ gave 
prominence to the world tid¬ 
dlywinks championship, ex¬ 


plained the intricacies of the 
game, cooked fresh salmon 
for the holder who retained 
his title two days later. As a 
consequence of the publicity, 
this hitherto minority event 
was witnessed by the first 
recorded double-figure crowd. 

The column went to Cowes 
and got wet, tried to get into 
Wimbledon and got fleeced, 
had a really good bacon butty 
at the Windsor horse show 
and. while the starter of the 
Grand National achieved 
worldwide prominence for a 
single cock-up. the column 
followed the father and son 
golf tournament at West Hill 




and wrote about the event 
enthusiastically. 

But it was not all sitting 
back and telling it how it was. 
On the front at Southend, on 
the way to an Anglo-Itatian 
Cop tie. the column put its 
money into a Crack-a-Crab 
machin e and wielded the 
padded mallet with astonish¬ 
ing effect achieving a greatly 
superior result to that 
achieved by United against 
Pescara two hours later. 

Where this column is united 
with the mainstream of sports 
journalism is in wishing its 
readers a very Merry Christ¬ 
mas and a Happy New Year. 


Forlorn pack pursues United 


By Keith Pike 


TWELVE points clear of the 
field going into the congested 
holiday programme, Manch¬ 
ester United can end any 
lingering doubts over their 
ability to win a second 
successive championship if 
they can maintain their form. 

Beginning with a home 
match against Blackburn 
Rovers on Sunday, and follow¬ 
ing up with games against 
Oldham Athletic. Leeds Uni¬ 
ted and Liverpool in the next 11 
days. United will surely have 
put themselves out of reach if 
they can emerge with their 
lead intact 

Most of the chasing pack 
have already conceded that 
United are unlikely ro be 
caughL and there are those 
who believe the Premiership 
title could remain at Old 
Trafford until the end of the 
century. Yesterday, though, 
Norwich City signalled their 
intern to mount a lasting 
challenge. 

For years forced to sell their 
best players to the likes of 
United, Norwich yesterday 
secured the services of Chris 
Sutton, one of the best young 


strikers in the country, for the 
next 3* years. 

Sutton, 20. who is thought to 
have attracted a £3 million bid 
from Blackburn Rovers earli¬ 
er in the season and who 
caught the Qre of Inter- 
nazionale during Norwich’s 
brave Uefa Cup run. By his 
decision, Suttonmay also have 
persuaded Mike Walker that 
his future as manager lies at 
Carrow Road- 

Walker has been linked 
with vacancies at Everton and 



Sutton: staying put 


Aiie&co Madrid, and had 
called on his dub to make 
more money available to keep 
his side together. “It goes some 
way towards answering a 
couple of questions 1 had as 
regards where we might be 
going, and I am pleased with 
that,” Walker said yesterday. 
“It all bodes for continued 
success at the dub." 

Norwich are also planning 
to offer improved terms to five 
other players whose contracts 
expire at the end of the season 
— Ian Culverhouse, /an 
Crook, Rob Newman. Gary 
Megson and Daryl Sutch. 

Sutton, who has represented 
England at under-21 level, 
said: “It makes good sense to 
stay with a team who are 
doing so well." The Norwich 
chairman. Robert Chase, said: 
“Chris is one of the highly- 
rated strikers in European 
football, and his signature 
reflects his determination and 
our determination to keep that 
winning team together.” 

Cardiff City are likely to face 
heavy punishment, including 
the possible closure of their 
ground, after serious crowd 


disturbances during their sec¬ 
ond division match against 
Swansea City at Niriian Park 
on Tuesday night. 

Mounted police and dog- 
handlers were needed to re¬ 
store order after Garry 
Thompson's goal for Cardiff 
early in the second half 
prompted missiles to be 
hurled from the stands and 
fighting between rival sup¬ 
porters on the pitch. 

Cardiff already have a 
E25.000 suspended fine hang¬ 
ing over them after crowd 
trouble during their matches 
against Fulham and Port Vale 
earlier this season. “We will 
have to examine all the evi¬ 
dence and see exactly what the 
circumstances were before we 
can decide what action, if any, 
to take." Aiun Evans, chief 
executive of the Football Asso¬ 
ciation of Wales, said. 

David White, who complet¬ 
ed his transfer from 
Manchester City to Leeds 
United yesterday, has signed a 
four-and-a-half year contract 
David Rocastle moved in tire 
opposite direction in a swap 
deal valued at £1.5 million. 


Gresley lose feeling of inferiority 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL BY WALTER GAMMIE 


GRESLEY Rovers will run out for an 
emotional match against Burton Albion 
at their Moat Ground on Monday that 
will lay to rest their last doubts that they 
have slipped the shadow of their neigh¬ 
bours. The Beazer Homes League pre¬ 
mier division game wDI be the first 
league meeting of two dubs foot lie five 
miles apart separated by the RiverTrenL 

While Burton dimbed out of the West 
Midlands League in 1958 to enjoy 
prosperity in the Southern League and 
(he Northern Premier League. Gresley 
mode the step to the Beazer Homes 
League only last season and dimbed 
straight into the premier division when 
they finished runners-up in (he midland 
division. 

The dubs met over two legs in the 
league cup last year but the match on 
Monday represents the true levelling of 
status. Rodney Summers, the Gresley 


secretary, said: "We get on very wdl with 
them — until match days." 

Nuneaton Borough. Conference run¬ 
ners-up in 19S3-4 and 1984-5, were the 
team that went up with Gresley last 
season and are rapidly re-establishing 
themselves as a force. The prospect of 
their supporters descending upon 
Atherstone United, four miles away, led 
to North Warwickshire police demand¬ 
ing a 9am kick-off for their game on 
Monday. 

Keith Allen, the Atherstone secretary, 
said: "Last Saturday, we had a home 
attendance against Wateriooville of 201: 
on Boxing day. we expect more than 
2.000. It does nor present us with a 
problem, we've had big games in the 
past 

“it is however the first tintc we've 
played Nuneaton at Atherstone since 
19SS, Nuneaton attracted a small amount 


of unwelcome publicity in their FA Cup 
tun, particularly at Bournemouth, and 
the police thought there might be 
trouble." 

„ The march will, in fact, kick off at 10 JO. 
“I offered to kick off at 5am when there 
wouldn’t be any supporters at all to 
frouble them," ADen said. "In the end. 
our negotiations were amicable and 
perfectly sensible." 

Atherstone know the size of their task. 
"Nuneaton are giants of non-League 
football in the Midlands," Allen said. 
“We are the minnows. They've got more 
money than us. more support ami a 
better ground, but we're still above them 
to the league. We've got no soda! club, no 
income from alcohol and gambling: 
gates are poor and our wage bill has got 
t0 be among the two lowest in the 
premier division. Every season in the 
division is a bonus." 


. 

Tout’s crew take 
World Cup lead 

vSd Cup races in Altenberg. Sean Oisson. driving the 
Great Britain n sled, finished 0.33 seconds behind ^ut m 
s^th place yesterday wij his crew of Vernon Bramble. 

George Farrell and Lenny Paul. 

Scottish challenge 

SOUASH: The return of the national championships tofull 
British status at the Herts Country Club. Welwyn Garden 
Citv next month, after last season’s controversial attempt to 
S&SeS^xciiSvely English in character, ninth 
prospect of a first Scottish winner m the mens event. Peter 
Nicol, 20. the Scottish champion who K ».^, S .^ a p ^ 1 ! 
Onen title in August has been seeded third behind Peter 
Marshall, the Nottingham-based England No w Jo *s keen 
to red aim the title ne won in 1992. There are five other 
previous winners in the field. 

Favourite finds form 

YACHTING: Brindabella, a 75ft maxi that is favourite for 
the Sydney to Hobart race, won aJ! six of the Southern Cross 
Cup races off Sydney this week. George Snow, who owns the 
boat which was launched three months ago. said it had 
performed better than expected- “This is a new boat and it’s 
virtually a world first," Snow said. “Our process in the last six 
weeks has been to look closely at the performance and how it 
relates to the design. The boat is sailing better than the design 
numbers." A fleet of 106 yachts will take part in the 630-mile 
Sydney to Hobart race, which starts on Sunday. 

Sturt stands down 

CRICKET: Mike Sturt has resigned as chairman of 
Middlesex, the county champions, die club announced last 
night Joe Hardstaff, the Middlesex secretary, said that Sturt 
had stood down “mi a matter of principle". Hardstaffs 
announcement did not give further details about Sturt’s 
derision bur said that he had given “distinguished service" to 
the dub for 22 years as a player and administrator. “The dub 
owes him an enormous debt of gratitude and wishes him well 
in foe future." Hardstaff said. Mike Murray has taken over 
as acting chairman. 

Non-title bonanza 

BOXING: The planned Lennox Lewis-Evander Holyfield 
match should go ahead as a non-title bout if necessary. 
Lewis's manager. Frank Maloney, said yesterday after foe 
World Boxing Association (WBA) followed the International 
Boxing Federation (1BF) m refusing to sanction foe 
unification contest planned for April in Las Vegas. Lewis 
holds foe WBC version, and Maloney claimed that, even 
without tides being at stake, foe bout would make the winner 
the workfr “richest ever sportsman", and claimed the 
American promoter. Dan Duva. was in favour of the idea. 

Success for Sevenoaks 

SCHOOLS SPORT: After three barren years. Sevenoaks 
recaptured the 125 Challenge Trophy for rugby union with a 
comprehensive 30-5 win over Barnard Castle (Christopher 
Dighton writes). The annual challenge match produced six 
tries, five of than for Sevenoaks. Tbe march had to be 
switched from Barnard Castle’s ground because of a frozen 
pitch- The one chosen was only just playable—the traditions 
of foe tournament and the distance Sevenoaks had travelled 
having a considerable influence on the derision to go ahead 
with foe game. 
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Teamwork 

missing 
ingredient 
for Wales 


CHfasSMrm 



Gerald Davies reflects on the 
individual talent in th e squad 
and the inability to exploit it 


OF TH E international match¬ 
es played this side of Christ¬ 
mas, it was Wales who came 
off worse Admittedly. Scot¬ 
land were on the receiving end 
of a downpour of points but it 
was, after all, against the All 
Blacks who, when the mood is 
upon them and the Opposition 
recumbent, have a time- 
honoured reputation for in¬ 
flicting maximum damage. 

More than any other team, 
New Zealand retain the envi¬ 
able capacity to convert their 
superiority into points. Wales, 
on the other hand, lost to 


BACKS: A Clement (Swansea). M Raver 

a #q i (Evana{UenaA).SHiQ(Cm«() I 0 
lay (PontypfkXJ). N Waker (CaitWt), W 
Proctor (UaneAi), M Han tCentifl), N Davies 
(Uaneii). H WooOand (Nuath). S Lewis 
(Porcryuxto). A Palfrey (CarOffi, M Write 
(Uardi), N Jenkins (Pontypridd), A Davies 
(Cardiff), A WBDams (Swansea). R Moon 
IfJanelD. R Jones (Swansea), R Hontoy 
(Cardiff! 

FORWARDS: R Evans (UanofQ, M Griffiths 
(Ceidtff). I Bucket! (Swansea), H WMama- 
Joms (UaneO), J Davies (PJoatfi). R Shew 
(Swansea), Q Jenkins (SwanseaI, B WB- 
ffams (Naath), A Lamerton (Usneffi). P 
Dairiee (Uaneffi), Gareth I 

A Copsey (Usnrt). P Arnold _ 

Ghm LfeweByn fMaah}, D Jones (Cardiff). 
H Taylor fCartjn), A Gfttbs (Newbridge). H 
Slone tCanWfl, E Lewis lUanalS). LJorMs 
U f%rego (Lfanaft). S Quimwa 
H, S wstems (Neath), P Thomas 
ndd). 

. WITHDRAWN INJURED: R Bttoood (Nnw- 
* port!. N Boobyer (UaneN), S Gibs 
(Swansea). S Davies (Swansea). 


Canada who. with the greatest 
respect, are not in the same 
dais. However, the match 
said less about Canada than it 
did about Wales. 

In no match was the fear of 
the former British Isles and 
Scotland coach, Ian 
McGeechan, that teams in 
pritaiaraand Ireland are losing 
the ability to “think on their 
feet more” more dearly dem¬ 
onstrated. Flayers seem to 
perform on automatic pilot, 
following a p re-destined 
course mapped out in the 
dressing-room. 

That this should be said of - ' 
Wales, of all teams, is a cause 
for grieving. Weakness in skill 
and physique had been appar¬ 
ent in the past But the 
strength they always had was 
an inherited wit a native 


cunning and rugby intelli¬ 
gence to frustrate, bamboozle 
and surprise the opposition. 
The craft was in the blood. 

Wales played into Canada’s 
hands by driving dose to the 
scrums where the defence was 
thickest or ran at a Canadian 
defence which was Bat and off 
side more often than not To 
moan later about the referee’s 
failure to police the off side 
was useless. Anyone with a 
smattering of experience of 
what was once the West Wales 
League of junior dubs — and 
there was no tougher school — 
would have supplied an an¬ 
swer with alacrity and without 
the benefit of a squad session 
in the Algarve. 

From Cydweti to Clydach, 
Cwmliynfell to Ystradgynlais. 
when matters took a turn in 
this way the disembodied 
voice of die hooker or a prop, 
unhappy with proceedings, 
would be heard bellowing 
from the depths of the murky 
scrum; “Get us down there". It 
was not a command anyone 
dared ignore. There was no 
need for flip charts. Like the 
All Blades, they knew the 
virtues of turning the opposi¬ 
tion with a kick. 

What is curious now is the 
feeling that had Canada faced 
any one of the top five dubs in 
Wales instead of the national 
team, the visitors might have 
been put in their place. This is 
a conundrum which the nat¬ 
ional management. Bob 
Norster and Alan Davies, 
need to solve. 

Optimistic though it may 
sound. Wales, as the squad 
announced on Wednesday re¬ 
flects, should be able to match 
the four home countries for 
talent Apart that is, from tile 
tineoufc Wales’s Achilles’ heel. 
Teamwork may be another 
matter. 

Tony Clement need not feel 
it necessary to doff his cap to 
Gavin Hastings. No better 
wingers will grace the champ¬ 
ionship than leuan Evans and 
Nigel Walker, while Hill, 
Proctor and Manley are sound 
stand-bys. Scott Gibbs will be 
much missed, of course. But if 
Wales are unable to match 



Changes leave game 
on wrong side of law 


I t being the season of 
goodwill and present¬ 
giving. perhaps it is time 
for a plea to Father Christ¬ 
mas at the International 
Rugby Football Board 
(IRFB): may we have our 
game back? You know, the 
one that gave us controlled, 
more thoughtful rugby that 
rewarded positive skills, that 
gave us tries instead of a 
succession of penalties. 

It was a less than perfect 
game and, in the wrong 
hands, it could be tedious. 
But it always seemed that 
players and referees had a 
slightly bettor than even 
chance of getting it right 
under the laws as they were 
prior to mid-1992 than they 
do now, in this wasteland of 
bruising, battering hulks 
which wiU bring over¬ 
stressed bodies crashing to a 
halt years before their time. 

1 never understood what 
was so wrong with the game 
before 1992 that the lawmak¬ 
ers felt they had to make 
such a fundamental change 
as the ruck-maul law has 
tamed out to be. Those on 
the board might say they 
foresaw what the game could 
become, an all-action, exert¬ 
ing, fast-moving spectacle, a 
value-for-money product to 
stand its comer in the sport¬ 
ing marketplace of the 
Nineties. 

Perhaps a sideways look 
ought have been taken at 
rugby onion’s two brothers, 
rugby league and American 
Football, before the law was 
changed. People in the 
southern hemisphere com¬ 
plained about the constant 
stoppages in rugby union, 
but that is the nature of a 
physical-contact sport where 
the idea is actually to knock 



David 

Hands 

Rugby Commentary 


someone over as hard as you 
can. With all that tackling, 
time must be made available 
for reorganisation and that is 
what league and American 
Football do. 

They are made up of 
constant stoppages. That 
rugby league has stripped 
away all the traditional ele¬ 
ments of rugby union to pare 
the stoppage time down to a 
minimum does not. to my 
mind, make it any more 
attractive if what you get is 
mere repetition of what went 
before. It is now much the 
same in union. 


C 


ast your mind back 
only a little way, to 
1990 when France 
were touring Australia. They 
played an international at 
Baflymore and Australia 
won 4&-3I. with ten tries 
scored under the eye of a 
sympathetic (some might say 
ovcr-sympathctic) referee, 
Clive Norting. The Austra¬ 
lians loved it Why would 
they have wished to change 
the laws of a game that had 
the potential to give them a 
point a minute, even in the 
rareified atmosphere of 
international? 

The 1987 World Cup semi¬ 
final between France and 
Australia was not a bad 
game, nor was the grand 
slam decider of 1991 between 
England and France. The 
game as it was structured 
had the potential for great- 


Shelford in return 
for Northampton 


Evans, the Wales captain, whose team must regroup after defeat by Canada 


Carling and Guscott their 
centres are equal to what 
Scotland and Ireland have to 
offer. 

The contest for scrum half 
will probably be between 
Moon and Janes, but there are 
.any. number of. other scrum 
halves who, given different 
circumstances, could prove 
their international standing. 
As well as Howley. the others 
include Chris Bridges and 
Rhodri Jones, of Neath, and 
Paul John, of Pontypridd. 

It is clear that Adrian Da¬ 
vies and Neil Jenkins cannot 
be Included in the same team. 


Both stand-off halves. Jenkins, 
for international purposes, is 
accommodated at centre, but 
since he continues to play at 
stand-off for Pontypridd, his 
positional instincts, aware¬ 
ness and responses remain 
those of his dub position. He 
is full of confidence at toe 
moment as tire leading scorer 
in Welsh rugby, while Davies 
seems to be out of sorts. 

Other countries might envy 
toe hookers in toe squad and 
there are one or two more 
good ones in Wales. Barrie 
Williams, of Neath, is 
included for toe first time and. 


at 20, is a wonderful prospect. 
A good back-row unit could be 
made from any combination 
of players in the squad. But 
experience in toe pack, of the 
kind fWl Davies can offer, 
must be the key. In toe second 
row it is Gareth Llewellyn’s 
year to prove himself. He is 
now an experienced player 
and needs to exert himself. 

The ultimate problem for 
Wales, however, is how to 
draw the best from this pool of 
good players in the way Ire 
land and Scotland always 
manage to do with fewer to 
choose from. 


WAYNE Shelford. who was 
instrumental in Northamp¬ 
ton’s rise to firstdivisioo 
prominence, will make a 
guest appearance for the 
dub in its meeting with 
Stirling County on Sunday 
(David Hands writes). 

Shelford, the farmer New 
Zealand captain, will lead a 
stronger Northampton side 
than might have been expect¬ 
ed with so many dubs keen 
to rest leading players. He 
will be joined by two other 
internationals, Ian Hunter 
and Gary Pearce, and two B 
internationals, Frank Pack¬ 
man and Harvey Thorney- 
croft, against opponents who 
have enjoyed a successful 


season in the first division of 
the McEwan’s League. 

Shelford, 36. has been in 
Italy as player-coach to 
Roma, but is spending 
Christinas in England and 
will be a popular guest at 
Franklins Gardens. 

Most dubs leave their 
holiday fixtures until Mon¬ 
day. Leicester's annual en¬ 
counter with the Barbarians 
takes place on Tuesday and 
is notable for the omission of 
John Liley, toe dub’s leading 
pmnts scorer in each of the 
last four seasons. 

Liley has struggled with a 
hamstring problem this sea¬ 
son and Wayne Kiffbid 
retains toe place. 


ness, without the de¬ 
construction which took 

S lace round the council ta¬ 
les of the IRFB. “I would 
hope the changes produce a 
more attractive spectacle, 
give greater stimulus to pass 
the ball and run with it 
rather than kick ft," Roger 
Vanderfidd. then the board 
chairman, said at die time. 

And after 18 months, what 
have we got? A game in 
which the ball is kicked far 
more than before. It can be 
the spectacle for which 
Vanderfield craved, as Otago 
showed against the British 
Isles last May. But ft could 
be a spectacle before. Players 
and coaches cannot and 
should not play to order if 
they do. rugby loses its 
essential ingredient of vari¬ 
ety, both in how the game is 
played and in toe physical 
dimensions of who plays it 
It is no coincidence that, 
under the old order or the 
new. two teams stand out in 
international terms. Austra¬ 
lia. and in English terms, 
Bath. It is interesting to 
observe that both have done 
so without going overboard 
on size. Australia have an 
open-side flanker of modest 
height in David Wilson. 
Bath have Andy Robinson 
and the less-toan-giraffeTike 
Nigel Redman at lock. 

Both teams have toe tal¬ 
ents and the decision-mak¬ 
ers, and players such as 
Redman have the technique, 
to overcome whatever obsta¬ 
cles the lawmakers put in 
their way. But why should 
the game have been made 
more difficult to [day and to 
referee? Why should the 
desperate defender have 
been given toe helping hand 
rattier than the positive 
attacker? 

We are stuck with toe law 
as it is until the 1995 World 
Cup but that does not mean 
to say the time in between 
cannot be used profitably. If 
the IRFB genuinely believed 
that toe contribution of toe 
ad hoc meeting of leading 
coaches in Hong Kong last 
sitting was of value to them, 
they should commission 
those same coaches to sit 
down with players and refer¬ 
ees so that when the laws are 
next reviewed, it is those at 
toe sharp end who do it. not 
those who seek some rugby 
Utopia. 


Test your knowledge with the Jumbo Sports Crossword 


TWENTY readers can win prizes by 
testing their knowledge of toe great 
moments and toe trivia of sport in The 
Times Jumbo Sports Crossword. 

The senders of toe first ten correct 
entries drawn will receive copies of The 
Challenge, the official story of the 
British Steel Challenge signed by Chay 
Blyth. The book, written by Blyth and 
Elaine Thompson, looks at the extraordi¬ 
nary adventure of 140 people who were 


trained to race yachts around the world 
against toe prevailing winds and cur¬ 
rents. It is published by Hodder and 
Stoughton at £18.99. 

The ten nranere-op will win copies of 
Visions of Sport, a celebration of the 
work of the Allsport photographic agen¬ 
cy on its 25th anniversary. Visions of 
Sport is published by Kensington West 
Productions at £14.95. 

To win, send your completed cross¬ 


word, with your name and address, to 

Jumbo Sports Crossword. 

Sprats Department, 

77ie TTmes, 

1 Pennington Street. 

London El 9XN 

to arrive by Wednesday, January 12,1994. 
The Sports Editor's decision is final. 
Usual rules apply, no correspondence. 


ACROSS 

I. Where the long ball game is 
served? (9). 

6. Not an artificial pitch (6). 

9. She played mixed doubles with 
John Lloyd (5-5). 

13. John. who returned to Leeds 
from Highbury (5). 

M. Come in to bowl (3-21. 

15. Layer rt on for the team event 
(5). 

ML l can tap for the skipper (7). 

18. Well balanced starting price (5). 

20 . Godfrey, who kept his gloves 

on for England (5). 

21. An Irish football team in a ham 

struggle (4). 

24. The dub managed by Joe 
Jordan (5). 

26. Fencers wilt not be failed by 
this (4). 

Z7. Keeps the action warm in 
winter (94). 

28. Tries for the bridge title, per¬ 
haps (4). 

30. Torrance or Snead, perhaps (3). 

31. Hop to a picture finish (5). 

32. Cricket paradise in Calcutta? 

(4). 

35. An old school game (4-4). 

36. Combination of dubs (6). 

39. It could be Paul. Bradley. 

Martin or Gubby (5). 

41. Paid for oa arrival by the sea 

angler? (3). 

42. It can give racehorses quite a 

start (4). 

43- The big one for tennis and 
rugby players (5-4). 

45. Ted. who bowled over defences 

with Arsenal (5). 

46. They are uttered by Olympic 

athletes (5). 

48. Award for Lock and Ward? (4). 

49. Cue advice, perhaps (3). 

50. Marathoners do a long one (3). 
53. They take it at Bisley P). 

56- ftsssess an unwanted goal (3). 
SSL Lineker, Wright or Shearer, for 
instance (4-6). 

59. First England footballer 
capped 100 times (5-61- 

40. A good extra? 

6L Fastest man in the House? (3). 
62. Devilish Lincoln player? f3>. 
65-YadDsmmareoftenaiJaiit(3)- 
69. A boxer wQi do h with a 


head guard (4). 

72. Not always draws on the 

coupon (5). 

73. The Rodcbampion Rocket (5). 

74. Carried by a team, but not first 

dassf (9). 

76. Just go over for a nice one (1-3). 

77. Chris or possibly his brother 

Alan (3). 

78. Creaking in the ring, perhaps 

(5). 

SO. A greeny coccocoon to keep 
you going! (fi). 

8L Reverses to the second choices 

( 8 ). 

83. U could be advxe an a transfer 

(4). 

84. Manes often get together to 

form them (5). 

85. You might be struck by ita: the 

Boat Race (3)- 

89.Tadders find it off-putting (4). 
91. Runs against time (5-3-5). 

95. Bristow cor Cantona, perhaps 

W. 

96. Strips leaving the arum? (5). 

98. County of the Cowdreys (4). 

99. Where Sunil shone brightest of 

alllS). 

100. Lite Lytham St Anne’s, for 
instance (5). 

101. Cunning for a top football 

dub (7). 

103. Sat in with Jimmy! (5). 

104. Damaged the record? (5). 

IDS. On course to be pressed into 

play (SI- 

106. Neat squire changes for a 


horse centre (10). 

107. A sporting one like Bradman 
or Louis (6). 

108, You can bet they signify the 
favourite (5-4). 

DOWN 

1. A Cup fat the strolling players? 

( 6 ). 

2. Will he toss and tum in the West 

Indies? (4-8). 

3. What the borer and footballer 

always does (5-2). 

4. Tbny Adams, for instance, does 

it al the back (7). 

5. Where young players grew (7). 

6. A benevolent Derby winner in 

1991 (8). 

7. It is made to the umpire (6). 

8. Id rest before taking it! (6). 

9. Rowers catch them (5). 

10- John Curry did it better than 
most (6). 

11, An old racer who cares for 

animals? (3). 

12. Called out by the timekeeper (3- 

6-5). 

17. Hayed on the way to the green 

(W). 

19. It extends the over (2-4). 

22. It'S natural far the champions 

to have it (6). 

23. The Welsh Dean of goals (S).. 
25. Nelli, who was a queen of the 

bars (3). 

29. Nips bade from the bowler (4). 

30. Michael, who opens in style for 

Australia (6). 



The books that feature as the crossword prizes 


32. A number of rowers (5). 

33. A peerless tennis player (5). 

34. He is interested in the per¬ 

centages of sport (5). 

37. Ray. who had a funny turn 

with Essex (4). 

38. A part that golfers want to miss 

(4) . 

40. Not the original Sugar Ray (7). 
44. They are played on as a maiter 
of course (5). 

47. Go in the but to be strong (5). 
5L Miss Bueoo, who courted fame 

(5) . 

51 Helps, perhaps with a pass (7). 

53. A race of Trkanpfte $. 

54. Initially. Frank Bruno got one 

at the Palace (3). 

Si. Oxbridge spotting colours (51- 

57. Forsake a match? (7-3-4). 

58. The master of Welsh wing- 

threequarters (6ti). 

63. Gary on the tee (6). 

64. As bowled by Shane Wame (3- 

5). 

65- As made by Banks of England 

(4). 

66- Arthur, who made tennis hist- 

«yw. 

67. Came in to take part (5). 

68- A dub for the pitch (5). 

70. A I960 Olympic 100 metres 

bronze medallist (5-7). 

71, Joe; who manages at Boundary 

Park (5). 

75. Possibly the first for cricket and 
football (6). 

78- His goals have come in a hurry 
at Anfidd (4). 

79. Gives and takes in die sock 
exchange (6). 

82. He managed at Carrow Road 
and Marne Road (4-4). 

85. a number suited to leaders (3). 

86. Are they quite dotty about 

cricket? (7). 

87. On my toe for a snooker player 

(4-3). 

88. It cames winter winners and 

losers to the top (7), 

90. Does it grow on the table? (1-5). 

92. A middle man like Carling (6). 

93. Be last to bring the horse horn* 

( 6 ) . 

94. They are made to get by (6). 

97. The 1982 World Cup hosts (5). 

102. Keep it on the ball in afl sports 

0 ), 



COMPILED BY NORMAN G1UJER 


NAME:. 


ADDRESS: 
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Fifa accused of hijacking world ranking scheme 


By John Goopbody 

FIFA, criticised for ignoring Pele at 
the 1994 World Cup draw last 
week, was yesterday accused of 
“high-handed" behaviour by a 
British mathematician, who claims 
that the world governing body of 
football has hijacked his scheme for 
a ranking of countries. 

Professor Richard Pollard, a 
statis tician at the University of 
Malawi, and his partner. Professor 
James Delany. a former colleague 
at California Polytechnic Stale 
University, want “recognition and 
financial compensation” for giving 
Fifa the original idea of a world 
classification. 


In its first end-of-year ranking 
list published yesterday. Fife 
ranked Germany as the world’s 
leading football nation. Ihe criteria 
used for die classification include 
points awarded or d edu cted for 
winning, drawing and losing; re¬ 
sults at home and away; and 
regional strengths and weakness¬ 
es. When the ranking scheme was 
announced in August Joan 
Havel an ge, the president of Hfe, 
said it was “the result of four years 
of intense research, taking careful¬ 
ly weighted criteria into considera¬ 
tion". 

However, on January 5, 1990, 
Professor Pollard, then working at 
the California Polytechnic State 


University, wrote to Sepp Blatter, 
Fife’s general secretary, outlining 
the scheme he had developed with 
Professor Delany. They had used a 
computer and enclosed a set of 
rankings for those countries for 
which they had complete results: 
Europe and North. Central and 
South America. These rankings 
were also published in a Scottish 
football magazine. The Punter. 

Professor Pollard even suggested 
the eventual sponsor. Coca-Cola. 
He wrote: “I also believe that this 
would be an attractive proposition 
for a multinational sponsor... the 
‘Fife Coca-Cola world football 
rankings', for example, would pro¬ 
vide regular extensive exposure 


1, Germary; 2, Italy; a Brad; 4. Nonray; 5. 
Spain; 6, Denmark 7. Holland; 8. Armtfna; 8, 
Sweden; 10, fretant 11. Endandt if. ShOst- 
tard; 13, .Romania: 14. Russa; 15. Ranee; 16, 
Mffdco; 17. Maria; 18. Uruguay; 19. RCS; 20. 
Portugal; 21. Cotoritiia; 22. Unfed State; 23. 
Cameroon; 24. Belgian. Others: equal 29, 
Bulgsia. Morocco; 34, Greece; 36, Saudi 
Arabia; 41, South Korea; 58, BoMa. 


throughout the world, both to Fife 
and the sponsor." 

Guido Tognani. the Fife head of 
public and press relations, said in 
his reply on April 30, 1990: “In 
principle, Fife is interested in this 
matter but can follow up on it only 


an original idea because it already 
existed in other sports. 

Tognoni stated that Fife's project 
had been developed solely in co¬ 
operation with the Technical Univ¬ 
ersity of Zurich, without "any 
foreign intellectual help or idea. A 


after conclusion of the World Cup Fifa also looked into the matter of a an original idea because it already 

final competition in Italy. We shall world ranking system. We engaged existed in other sports, 

revert to it and thank you in die a specialist from the Zurich Tedmi- Tognoni stated that Fife's project 

meantime for your interest" cal University to work out a had been developed solely m co- 

Following the World Cup. Pro- programme, which is already in an operation with the Technical Umv- 

fessor POllard offered to send a advanced state. Moreover, a third ersity of Zurich, without "any 

discussion paper, describing his party submitted us an additional foreign intellectual help or idea. A 

sys tem and even offering to visit programme taking up the same recognition of the work of Professor 
Fife headquarters in Switzerland, idea. After thorough examination, Pollard from our side is not 

However. Fife did not reply, even Fife has decided to develop the warranted. The central point of our 

when Professor Pollard sent updar- programme here in Zurich with the world ranking is not the idea but 
ed ra nkings Technical University." the computer programme we devd- 

Eventually, Professor POllard Yesterday Tognoni accepted that oped for the analysis of the results", 
wrote to Havdange on January 9, Professor FUDard had submitted an However, the question remains 

1992, and a further letter to idea in 1990. However, he added why, when Professor PoUard first 

Tognoni on February 4. This that “during the past few years, raised the idea in 1990. Fife did not 

brought a response, dated Febru- similar p ro j ects have been offered tell him in tbeir reply that the work 

ary 26 , 1992, from Fife. Tognoni to us from various parties". He said had alrea dy started at Zurich 

said; “During the past two years, that a world ranking perse was not University. 


However. Fife did not reply, even 
when Professor Pollard sent updat¬ 
ed rankings. 

Eventually, Professor POllard 
wrote to Havdange on January 9, 
1992. and a further letter to 
Tognani on February 4. This 
brought a response, dated Febru¬ 
ary 26 , 1992, from Fife. Tognoni 
said; “During the past two years. 


Wells leads 
England 
to seventh 
victory 

From Michael Henderson in cape town 


THE last time Alan Wells 
came to South Africa with an 
England side, as a member of 
Mike Gatling’s unofficial par¬ 
ty four years ago, he was an 
unwelcome tourist Yesterday, 
he went bade to Langa town¬ 
ship as the captain of England 
A and top^cored with 65 as a 
Western Province Invitation 
XI fell 19 runs short It was 
England's seventh win from 
seven matches on tour. 

Langa is the sort of place Ali 
Bacher had in mind when the 
South Africans hired English 
professionals here in the Sev¬ 
enties and Eighties to build 
bridges. Their exclusionist op¬ 
ponents were guided by a 
different principle: there can 
be no normal sport in an 




ENGLAND A 

M N Ltfhwgfl b Skneteta--— 3 

M B Loye c Solomons b Mayer __7 

AtMecMatentoabMeya ....._28 

R D B Croft c Conrad b Slmaieb _.4 

0 G Cork c Salomons b Moyer-1 

*AP Wafer c Toad b Moyer-85 

tJ P Crawley run out —_-.... 9 

M P BUonii not out — j. ...—28 

D Goutfi b Samas- uJL —_—13 

M C Uott nr out..—. 0 

Enas IBj 1 , w8. nb 4) ——. -14 

Total (B wMa. 45 owM)-170 

P Msuch donotbat 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-13,2-13,3-18.4-19, 
5-106,6-126,7 r 13a, 8-170,6-170. 
BOWUNGt-Mrar 9-1-25-4; Smeteta MI- 
292; Banes 90*9-1; Boxing 91-390: 
Conrad 9-&484T 

WESTS*! PROVINCE XJ 

B TouzBt b Ebcknel-5 

HDAcharmaicGrawlaybBtalmal —68 

TThdortb Gough_ ...11 

R Isaacs c Hofi b Such-7 

*S Conrad c Date b Such -8 

B Maiamba b Gougft-19 

1M Salomons b Gough__7 

AMeyflrriaf oU-- 15 

V Banos ran out_0 

Baras (b 3, b 4. w 2, nb 4]_ _ 13 

Total (7 vrids, 45 overs)-151 

S Buttrag. S ShnaUa dd not bet 
PALL OF WICKETS: 1-16, 937.3-82. 443. 
5-127. 9129. 7-140. 

BOWUNG Btahnel9-1-292; fcffl 91-194. 
Gough 91-32-3, Cork 6-3-17-0; doll 8-2- 
304 Such 90-264 


abnormal society. In the blis¬ 
tering heat of the John 
Passmore Oval named after 
the white businessman who 
introduced cricket to the 
young blacks of langa, all was 
sweetness and light. The locals 
might have preferred a home 
win but as everywhere, they 
were delighted to welcome an 
official England team. 

Wells coached at Langa in 
1984-85 when he was one of 
those pros “wintering out”. 
The chib was more barren in 
those days, he recalled, with 
fewer facilities. Some of his 
opponents yesterday were 
young lads then, learning the 
game. In time, man}’ more 
will surely emerge. Passmore 


was evidently one of those 
forces of nature who defy 
categorisation in a restrictive 
society. Before his death, at 80, 
two years'aga he was one of 
South African sport’s great 
benefactors. 

In the first week of this tour, 
an English-born lady at the 
British embassy in Johannes¬ 
burg claimed she had “no 
idea" that townships like Alex¬ 
andra existed. That was not 
Passmore’s way. He got in his 
car and found out what Langa 
was tike. He then resolved to 
use cricket as a social tool, 
implementing his wealth to 
finance his aims, and his work 
will live on through the John 
Passmore Trust, of which 
Peter May is a patron. 

On the field, it was a 
modem Surrey player that 
English eyes observed with 
interest Martin Bicknell 
playing his first game for two 
weeks, after coming through a 
morning test on injured ribs, 
bowled with enough zest to put 
him into consideration for the 
four-day game against West¬ 
ern Province. 

Bicknell completed his quo¬ 
ta of overs, taking tile first 
wicket when the left-handed 
Touzel was bowled around his 
legs and returning to have 
Hylton Ackerman caught by 
Crawley, who was keeping 
wicket in place of Rhodes. The 
latter was a handy wicket 
because Ackerman, who 
shares his fathers given 
name, was nudging the Invita¬ 
tion XI towards their target 

At that stage, they needed 42 
from five overs with half their 
wickets in hand. Ackerman Jr 
looks a well-organised bats¬ 
man but, when the charge 
came, he surrendered a skier 
to Crawley. Adrian Dale is a 
less certain starter on Boxing 
Day. He dislocated the tittle 
finger of his left hand in 
catching Conrad on the mid¬ 
wicket boundary and, al¬ 
though the digit has been put 
back, it is sore. 

England owed a score of 170 
for nine to the fifth-wicket 
stand of 87 Dale shared with 
Wells, after they had been 19 
for four. The batting order was 
turned inside out to give 
everyone a decent chance but 
only Wells enjoyed playing on 
an unreliable surface. 

Memo to Langa: to give 
your best young cricketers a 
decent chance, get the pitch 
right. 




surely emerge. Passmore Melbourne reunion, page 28 | Fashanu leaves the Football Association headquarters at Lancaster Gate after yesterday’s lengthy hearing 

Tuigamala signs as Wigan prepare for old rivals 




Tuigamala: powerful 



J ohn Dorahy’s early corr¬ 
espondence on succeed¬ 
ing John Monie as 
Wigan’S coach last summer 
summed up the priorities in 
rugby league’s fanatical 
heartland. “Two things were 
wanted: beat St Helens and 
get us to Wembley” he said. 
“And. preferably, in that 
order." 

As impressive as Wigan, 
traditionally slow starters, 
ate beginning to look, 
Dorahy knows that the first 
judgment will come against 
St Helens in the Stones Bitter 
championship at Central 
Park on Sunday. Rarely has 
the Lancashire Christmas 
derby been so tamalisingly 
spiced, although, for once, 
events off the field promise 
even greater interest 
Va’aiga Tuigamala. the 


Christopher Irvine on the arrival of a new 
hero to satisfy the Central Park faithful 


New Zealand rugby union 
winger, is apparently signed 
up on a fouryear deal worth 
in excess of £300.000. and 
Wigan's present to them¬ 
selves will be unveiled to a 
crowd of 30,000. possibly by 
way of a half-time satellite 
link from Auckland. 

Tnigamala’s reported cap¬ 
ture. alibough separate offers 
have also been made recently 
to Tim Horan and Jason 
Little, the Australian rugby 
union centres, represents a 
personal triumph for Jack 
Robinson. Wigan’s persua¬ 
sive chairman. Dorahy. how¬ 
ever. has said that he already 
has the world's best wingers 


in Martin Offiah and Jason 
Robinson, whose tryscormg 
exploits put Tuigamala’s 
modest record into the shade. 

Talk of Offiah being sold is 
nonsense. For a start, nobody 
could afford him. Tuiga- 
mala's conversion could pos¬ 
sibly start in the centre, 
where his 17-stone force 
might best be used to break 
Opposition lines. 

The back row offers a 
possible longer-term alterna¬ 
tive for someone of his huge 
physique. For tire time bang, 
comparisons with Billy Bos¬ 
ton. Wigan's legendary wing 
of the SOs and 60s. is based 
jwely on physical appear¬ 


ance. In opting to start at 
Wigan, Tuigamala. 24, has 
only added to the fonnidabil- 
ity of his task in changing 
rugby codes. 

After a couple of stalls, 
signs are that the Wigan 
machine is starting to purr. 
St Helens are stuck in low 
gear, and have won only one 
of their last four games. For 
his first match since being 
appointed coach. Eric 
Hughes, formerly at Widnes 
and Rochdale, has a fiery 
baptism. 

Hughes. 4L who has 
coached the dub's Academy 
youth side since the summer, 
represents the continuity St 
Helens, in a state of flux 
badly require. In declaring 
his sole purpose yesterday as 
overhauling Wigan, Hughes 
said he had no magic wand. 


yet a defeat of the old enemy 
might just lift the spell from 
the Saints. 

Last season's five meetings 
between the sides — St Hel¬ 
ens won three, including the 
Premiership title — were 
nearly all outstanding, and 
none more so than the 41-6 
thumping of Wigan on Box¬ 
ing Day last year. 

St Helens' supporters, un¬ 
fairly. have associated the 
defection of Gary Connolly, 
the Great Britain centre, to 
their arch-rivals with much 
of the dub’s present woes. 
Connolly is right to expect a 
heated reception on Sunday 
in a chenyand-whfte shirt 
However, be is starting to 
exercise the elusive influence 
that marked him out at 
Knowstey Road and cost 
Wigan £250,000. 


FA pondering 
evidence in 
Fashanu case 


By Keith Pike 


JOHN Fhshanu will find cut 
today whether he is to be 
charged over tire incident that 
left Gary Mabbutt with severe 
ferial injuries. A Football As- 
soriation commission of inqui¬ 
ry yesterday adjourned after a 
four-hour meeting without 
having readied a fcuiop. 

Explaining the delay. David 
Bloomfield, an FA spokes¬ 
man. said: “There are do legal 
complications, it is just the 
sheer weight of evidence. We 
need more time to sift through 
it We cannot just sit down for 
two minutes and come up with 
a derision." 

Fashanu, tire Wimbledon 
striker, and Mabbutt. the Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur defender, sat 
ten yards from each other 
throughout the hearing, 
prompted by Tottenham’s 
complaints over Fashanu's 
challenge on Mabbutt during 
a Premiership match at White 
Hart Lane on November 24. 

Mabbutt suffered seven 
fractures to his cheekbone and 
eye socket after bring caught 
by Ffchsanu’S elbow as they 
contested a header. Bloom¬ 
field said a video of the 
incident was played back yes- 
today “a couple of dozen 
times". 

Keith Hackett, the match 
referee who did not penalise 
Fhhsami at the time and who 
stood by his derision when 
subsequently asked to review 
it by the FA, also attended the 
hearing. Asked if Hackett had 
now changed his mind, 
Bloomfield said: "We win talk 
about that when we announce 
our derision." 

Mabbutt and Osvaido 
Ardiles, the Tottenham man¬ 


ager, described the hearing as 
“very fair". Fashanu and the 
Wimbledon representatives 
refused to comment. 

Jimmy Armfidd. the former 
England captain appointed by 
the FA to lead the search far 
Graham Taylors successor, 
said yesterday he was still 
hopeful that a new manage 
would be installed early in the 
new year. 

Armfidd, though, appeared 
to rule out the possibility of a 
part-time appointment "I see £ 
the England managers job as ^ 
full-time," Armfidd mid 
“Whether Kevin Keegan is to 
be involved in any capacity. I 
cannot say at die mornon." 

Keegan, tire Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted manager, Terry Venables, 
tiie former Tottenham chief 
executive. Howard Kendall, 
who recently resigned at 
Everton. and Howard Wilkin¬ 
son, manager of Leeds United, 
are believed to have been (Hi a 
shortlist drawn up by 
Armfidd, from whkh an FA 
international sub-cominiitee 
will select It is possibfe, 
Armfidd suggested yesterday, 
that a two-tier management 
structure could be introduced. 

“We could have two people 
in mind and we have to see 
how it all fits together." be 
said- “Nothing has been derid¬ 
ed yet 

“1 have two people to see but 
thars not going to be easy over 
Christmas and the new year 
because of the crowded pro¬ 
gramme. Thai’s why I use the 
term ‘hopefully when saying 
the new manager will be 
named early in the new year." 

Sutton signs, page 30 
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ANNEJMcELVOY 

Chasing the 
Moscow turkey 

The expat spirit, page 10 



MAXWELL DAVIES 

The Times 
children’s carol 

Shepherds of Hoy t page 7 



JANE MACQUITTY 
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Year champagne 
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A nd So It Came To Pass... 
or nearly didn't come to 
at all. I know the 

butnof Jesus is as much 

- S ?J T 5 racl i 85 a ^ can ask. but 
as the day of our farmyard Nativity 

drew nigh, j ^ ^ uneasy 

that it was going to take another 
spectacular act of God if 
this Imle play of ours was not going 
to be a wash-out 
As farmyards go, ours takes 
some beating when it comes to 
staging a Nativity play. w e have 
lambing shelters thatched with 
straw, lowly cattle-sheds, and man¬ 
gers in which babies can be lain, 
we even have cattle who will low 
°P cue, and sheep with which 
shepherds can abide. We tried it 
last year and old ladies wept at the 

’ simple beauty of it. This year it was 

my turn to shed tears. 

The trouble has been the rain. 
pm- normally dry and cosy yard 
had become a swamp and, as the 
floo d waters rose and notices were 
being pinned up in shop windows 
across the county making our 
Nativity play inevitable, mighty 
dread filled my troubled mind. I 
oonvraed an emergency meeting of 
Men; Farmer 
White, the lad who drives his big 
digger, and me. Then, as if things 
weren’t bad enough already, word 

came through from tile vfllaee that 

Joseph had got flu. 

Actually, the cast was becoming 
a . of a problem. Finding the 
children was the easy bit, for they 
were provided (like all good emer- 
Sfnpy supplies) by the local branch 
of the British Red Cross to whom 
we were donating all the ticket 
money. The admirable Mrs Low 
had marshalled them, rehearsed 
tom. and persuaded them out of 
attending a party at the local pub 
which dashed directly with our 
Nativity play. I regret to say that a 
few shepherds did fall for the pub's 
invitation, but that is shepherds for 


“we g°°d nscorder- 
flings from up the road 
mstead. No, the kids were fine; it 
was the livestock that was the 
worry. 1 needed a cart-horse to 
bring Mary and Joseph to Bethie- 
nem. Prince is too young and lively 
and was quite likely to have bolted 
past me inn. with the result that 
™* would have been bom some¬ 
where between here and the out¬ 
sorts of Ipswich. Both Star and 

2* “J “P t0 P* but Yonder 
Star, deliberately I think, rolled for 
so long in a patch of particularly 
noxious mud that there was never 
any hope of getting him dean 
enough to go on stage. Blue got the 
role. I decided that I would not 
break it to him at this stage that he 
would also be cast as the Three 
Kings'camel. 


ISON 
• editor 


N ow all that remained 
was to choose the cow 
who was to pay homage 
to the infant Jesus. Sage, 
me white cow, was the obvious 

choice, but she seemed a tittle snifty 

when I mentioned the idea. Last 
year she bridled visibly when the 
radiant Angel Gabriel appeared; if 
a Py°ne is going to be snow-white, 
gasped at and lauded with trum- 
pets, it isgamg to be her, or she isn’t 
playing. The job fell to Bilberry, as 
the only one who could safely be led 
on a halter. I derided Dilly, the 
[arm-worker to whom an disasters 
^pfy befallen, was the man 
to lead her tn: whatever happened 
he would cope. Then I got a call; 
Dilly had die flu. 

if diffic ult being impresario 
and former at the same time. Half 
of me saw this pfay as having hit 
and once word had 

spread the entire cast of sheep, pies. 

cattle and cart-horse would be 
marching down Broadway to criti- 
cal acclaim. On the other hand, the 
termer in me could not bear to 
think of the newly-strawed yard 



In the teeth of 


cold, rain and 


flu, Paul Heiney 
brings off a 


miracle for his 
Nativity play 


being trampled upon by the crowd. 
BeauttiuJ. dean straw it would be: 
and now 200 pairs of wellingtons 
were going to trample it into a 
muddy mass which I would be left 
to struggle with while they were all 
back round their hearths imagm- 
mg toning was an idyllic way of 

«J? ere . again ’ 1 Pondered, I 
could buy all die straw in the world 
11 we hit the big time: I saw Sage's 
nroie m lights, Bilberry dancing to 
a Lloyd-Webber hit Then it rained 
some more. 

. 11 “wisely said that once you are 

digging, but the 
Tnree Wise Men were determined 
to do exactly the reverse. Desperate 
to nd ourselves of the ever-rising 
tide, we derided to reverse the 
Moses tnck and dig a huge chasm 
to see rf the rainwater would 
tnsappear down it It did. A 
nurade. We filled the hole with 
stones and hoped our problems 


V s ' 1 “Hgratufeted 
Farmer White for parting the seas, 
and prepared for the holy birth. 
M«Ty gentlemen we became, noth¬ 
ing would us dismay. Then it 
started to rain again. 

Past three o’clock, on a foul rainy 
evening. And the play was due to 
start at four. The lighting chap 
doubted it was safe: if there were 
gomg to be any stars in the bright 
sky. it would be when the rising 
waig-hit his fuse box. I almort 
deeded to cancel. And then, how 
silently, how silently, a wondrous 
gift u given. The low, heavy cloud 
bned. the rain ceased, and the 
gummermg Light of the setting sun 
ieu upon die farmyard. We looked 
at each other, joyful ami trium¬ 
phant 

Vernon, the narrator, arrived. 
He was to perch on the rails of the 
teUinB to story while 
the children acted it out I will not 
say much of Vernon except that he 
has a strong voice, lives in a 
caravan in a wood, makes pegs 
and arrived improbably dressed m 
a flowing gown which once 
adorned the waxwork of Martin 
tenner m Madame Tussaud’s. 
Method actors! 

Tony arrived to play the Angel 
Gabriel, complete with trumpet 
a ndnewly composed fanfares. We 
adtod him to come dressed in 
white, but did not reckon on it 
being a pair of overalls stamped 
Nuclear Electric. He had, however, 
rareftifly concealed the logo with 
tmsel. We thought at least that he 
would glow naturally. The audi- 
aioe were arriving by now one 
Jftoty lady turned up in Gucci 
™Shneek and for all I know she is 
stOI stuck in the mud. We will try to 
get her out for Easter. 

At four otlock sharp, we started 
me melodeon player quietly gave 
us In the Bleak Midwinter", and 

the air noticeably chilled as the sun 

^appeared. “And it came to 


pass... intoned Vernon, whereon 
the cattie decided it was time that 
they should be heard. Never has so 
much mooing been made by so few 
Vernon struggled and the audience 
sjifled their giggles. It is probably 
the first time in history that the line 
and a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that aD the world should 

be taxed" has got a laugh. 


T he horse came in smartly 
and delivered Mary and 
Joseph, die children sang 
Away in a Manger" It 
was not until “The First Noel" that 
toe lump came in my throat I have 
worried about this filthy yard far 
yveeks, spent anxious nights worry- 
tog what would happen if the 
frenzied cow bolted into the audi- 
ence or if nobody enjoyed them¬ 
selves. But now, with the sickle 
nxxwi looking down upon us, the 
rarthorse standing almost to atten¬ 
tion. and a crowd belting out “Bom 
15 to king of I...is...rael", I 
could have cried. 

And I would have done, had I not 
suddenly remembered that there 
wasno gold, frankincense and 
myrrh for the Three singing Kings 
to deliver. I grabbed fare huge 
raangelwurzels from the heap and 
torost them into the Kings’ fists, 
ftit them m the manger," I said, 
then it was the turn of the cow to 
pay homage to the baby Jesus. No! 

If that cow sees those mangels Mns 

jn fae manger, there will be no 
holding her ... but she did not spot 
toem, and instead spent her time 
nxxang at the other cows, who 
tost of the way 
trough O Come all Ye Faithful". 

And the lights went down, and 
AM pairs of boots squelched home¬ 
ward, and Mrs Low counted out 
botes, deep and crisp and 
even, for her very good cause. And I 
ieu into a deep and dreamless 
sleep. 1 presume fae silent stars 
went by. I was past caring. 


Illustration 
by Joseph Wright 


* 
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Simple Act to save the parkland 

Ihe En&lish landscane. I __n r 


T he English landscape. I 
boldly assert, is mankind's 
greatest contribution to fae 
beauty of this planet. Other coun¬ 
tries, of course, starting with 
Scotland and Wales, boast more 
spectacular natural scenery, but 
for fine countryside, enhanced arid 
transformed by man, consciously 
combining beauty with utility, 
England is equal to any. 

Government protects this land¬ 
scape with National Parks. Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs). but ironically has yet to 
protect fae kernel from which fae 
great improving ideas spread out 
— the parks and gardens of 
country estates. 

Parks have fallow deer and 
white cattle, noble trees, straw- 
roloured grass, and reed-fringed 
tekes crossed by classical bridges. 
You will find walkers, anglers, 
birdwatchers, but are more likely 
to have the magnificent expanse of 
scenery to yourself. 

Whenever I spread out the map 
to plot my new foray. I scan it for 
to peppering of dots which mark 
a country house park. These 
places are often thought of as 
stations of the lfth-cenfuiy land- 
sca Pe craze, but many are far 


older. “Parks there are in Eng¬ 
land, more than in all Europe," 
says fae cosmography of 1677. 
Many date back to medieval 
times. Capability Brown's lakes 
often began life as mill ponds. 

The beauty of these parks is the 
impression of a primeval Elysium 
— rolling pasture unbroken by 
hedges or fences, where animals 
are free to roam. In these parks the 
English marriage of art and 
nature has its finest expression. 

Yet for most of this century, 
parks have been under attack. In 
fae Twenties and Thirties, dozens 
fell victim to timber merchants 
who systematically felled every 
avenue and dump. When large 
houses were requisitioned in the 
Second World War, numerous 
herds of deer simply escaped into 
fae surrounding countryside. 

"Conspicuous waste," cried the 
land economists of the post-war 
austerity years, advocating that 
yet more porks should vanish 
under the plough. 

County highway engineers 
planning new roads saw parks as 
a soft touch. In West Sussex, 
“Bypass’* Godber, former chief 


executive of the county council 
was eventually frustrated in his 
attempt to drive a road through 
fae middle of Petworth Park— 
celebrated in some of Turner’s 
finest paintings. In Hampshire, ft 
took a High Court action just to 
get a public inquiry into proposals 
to shce a road through the great 
pork at Highclere Castle. At 
AudJey End, the council decided 
the park was just the spot for a 
new sewage works. 

Even when parks were desig¬ 
nated as conservation areas, plait 
nm seemed powerless to prevent 
me telling of any magnificent park 
tree a farmer wanted down. At 
Gunton in Norfolk permission 
was given to fell 80 mature trees 
10 to 16 feet in girth, while the’ 
Forestry Commission carved up 


the shelter belt around the park in 
the hope of selling it off to 
caravanners. 

The list of lasses is long and 
gnm but where owners and local 
people had been willing to fight, 
there have been signal mories — 
at Leeds Castle in Kent, Rockbear 
m Devon and, most recently, in 
Warwick Castle park. 

Far from being purely private 
fiefdoms many of these parks are 
well used by local people. Vil¬ 
lagers can walk their dogs from 
dawn to dusk, many are crossed 
by public footpaths. 

Now these parks have a series of 

new champions in the county 
gardens trusts which are being set 
up all over England (you can find 
yours through fae Association of 


of drawing up a register of historic 

parks and gardens. Twelve hun¬ 
dred are now included, but they 
receive no statutory protection. 
Tne register offers only guidance, 
which local authorities can freely 
overide, dismiss or ignore. 

In France, by contrast, the 
government started to designate 
great parks and gardens as sites 
classes almost as soon as they 
began to protect monuments, well 
over a century ago. 

What is needed in England is a 
simple act of Parliament protect- 
mg historic parks and gardens 
from changes that will fundamen- 

taliy alter their character. It is vital 
to avoid any suspicion that owners 
might find themselves being mid 
what to plant in their gardens, or 
fae bill would be hotly contested. 
.The procedure for SSSIs pro¬ 
vides a modeL When an SSSI is 


Garden Trusts). “ u ‘ a ."\™ eL wnen an SSSI is 

SgftSS saws: 

SSKSSTfif* 
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Enormous vats of slowly maturing whiskey at one of Kentucky's many distilleries 

The land where 


bourbon is king 


M y nui very vicious 
penknife presented 
the first paradox in 
a week of Kentucky paradox¬ 
es. At Gatwick it was confiscat¬ 
ed by a security guard and 
returned only as my connect¬ 
ing flight was about to leave 
Detroit — on the assumption, 
an American fellow passenger 
suggested, that nobody trying 
to get out of Detroit was likely 
to want to murder the pilot 
Louisville is a good centre 
from which to explore north¬ 
ern Kentucky. It is big enough 
(pop 6S0.000) to support de¬ 
cent hotels and not so big as to 
be crime-ridden: only two 
policemen have been shot in 
the past year. The Seelbach. 
down on the Ohio River, on 
Fourth Avenue and Muham¬ 
mad Aii Boulevard (the “Lou¬ 
isville Lip" was brought up 
just along the street) is large 
and solidly old-fashioned. 
Bourbon is all around, horse- 
raring is in the air and 
Trappist monks are just down 
the road at Thomas Merton* 
Gethsemani Abbey. Bluegrass 
raring, bible-belt Baptists, 
monasteries and whiskey 
make a rich brew, although 
the blue grass is green, the 
Baptists are beleaguered by 
booze and the Trappists are 
not as silent as they were. 

Settlers first came in the late 
18th century, from the north¬ 
east as Catholics began to be 
forced out of Maryland and to 
push through the Cumberland 
Gap into what was Virginia's 
Kentucky county. 

With later settlement came 
the bible-belters and the wet- 
diy battles that continued 
through prohibition to our 
own day, when 80 or more of 
the state* 120 counties are dry. 
The big cities are wet as. of 
course, is Catholic country. 
But Bourbon county is dry and 
Christian county is wet, and 
the paradoxes do not end 
there. The Civil War found 
Kentucky officially neutral, 
although it supplied the North 
with Abraham Lincoln and 


The pleasures 
and paradoxes of 
Kentucky are 
intoxicating, 
reports Denis 
Archdeacon 


100.000 troops, and the South 
with 40,000 troops and Jeffer¬ 
son Davis. 

The state's disadvantages 
are few — weak coffee, obesity 
and lamb fries (sheep’s testi¬ 
cles are a local delicacy) — and 
its heart lies with its bourbon. 

Whiskey is eveiywhere: in 
Louisville’s Bristol Bar on 
Main Street, which beasts a 
sign advising customers that 
drinking before conception 
can be unhealthy, and in the 
ta trier “good-Ple-boy" bars, 
where the signs are more 
robust- My favourite: “No 
shirt, no shoes, no sendee.’’ 

Of course, the visitor can 
ignore the lakes and marinas, 
the riding, the heritage trails. 
Lincoln's birthplace and all 
the rest, and concentrate on 
“whiskey”, as all the distill¬ 
eries spell their product, except 
the one near Loretto where the 
best of the bourbons. Maker’s 
Marie Whisky, is made. 

L ike many distillers. 
Maker* Mark runs 
tours at its plant near 
Bardstown. the state bourbon 
capital. Maker* Mark, with 
its small output of fewer than 
40 barrels a day. can afford to 
rely on hand-production meth¬ 
ods in preparing its premium 
liquor. The bonus for the 
tourist is the museum-distill¬ 
ery’s setting, a wooded valley 
peppered with cornfields. 

Other distilleries also offer 
tours, as do some of the plants 
where the white oak whiskey 
barrels are made. By federal 
law. bourbon can be matured 
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wily in new barrels. That 
assures work for the coopers 
and, for the distillers, a useful 
trade in used barrels with 
Scotland (where the coopers 
have little work) and 
winemaking countries. Some 
firms gain a double benefit 
Brown-Forman. for instance, 
owns Louisville* Blue Grass 
Cooperage, whose main cus¬ 
tomer is the Jack Daniel 
Distillery in Tennessee — also 
owned by Brown-Forman. 

The best known distillery is 
American Brands' Jim Beam 
plant at Claremont Jim 
Beam* great grandson, 
Freddy Noe, showed me 
round. He is a big man—“two 
inches taller and he’d be 
round", drawled one of his 
competitors — but he led me 
nimbly up and down the plant 

T he tour included one of 
the great warehouses 
where 200-Utne barrels 
of bourbon are stacked dozens 
high in monastic calm, slum- 
boring away the years of 
waiting for the bottling line. 

Then it was home for dinner 
with Booker Noe. Jim Beam* 
master distiller emeritus and 
Freddy* “Daddy’’. Booker is 
an enthusiast, pounding out 
over the din produced by his 
50in-screen television set the 
virtues of Kentucky’s other 
great premium brand, named 
“Booker*” for him and select¬ 
ed by him from barrel samples 
sent home from the distillery. 
Any dissent is brushed aside 
with an emphatic “Hellfire, 
no" (two beats of his great fist 
on the knee between the 
“Hellfire" and the “no”). 

Never has so much dark, 
slightly caramelly. ultra-high- 
proof bourbon been poured 
down my throat in so many 
forms: as mint juleps by the 
glass, as Bookers ditto, in the 
steak sauce and over die ice¬ 
cream. Perhaps it was in the 
creamed potatoes, on the peas 
and over the pecan pie as well. 
But by then I was far too tired 
and emotional to notice. 

Getting there 


• Denis Archdeacon travelled 
courtesy of the Kentucky 
Distillers'Association. 

• Delta Airlines and 
American Airlines fly to 
Louisville, via New York or 
Detroit, for E990-£U K) return. 

• The Seelbach Hotel 5004th 
Avenue. Louisville. Kentucky. 
402021VIOl 5025853200) 
offers accommodation for about 
$85-5IOO a night. 

• For local tourist 
information. contact the 
Louisville Convention and 
Visitor? Bureau. 400South 1st 
Street. Louisville. Kentucky 
40202 {0101502584 21210). 


A clockwork package 


T he train will never get 
up the mountain in 
this weather, our 16- 
year-old son gloomily 
predicted as the snow swirled 
outside the carriage window. 
Climbing slowly through for¬ 
ests of trees so laden with 
snow that the boughs seemed 
about to snap, we conceded 
that he was probably right 
We had not reckoned with 
Swiss railways. The train 
made the long, steep ascent 
out of Lauterbrunnen to the 
chocolate-box Alpine village of 
Wengen without difficulty. It 
even arrived on time, as 
precise as a Swiss watch. 

The Swissair “fly luggage" 
scheme meant our bags had 
been checked in at Heathrow 
and would be effortlessly de¬ 
livered a few hours later to our 
hotel, the Schweizerheim. 

We had set out, a family of 
four, for our usual February 
half-term siding holiday, con¬ 
cerned by reports of poor 


Nieel Williamson visits the birt hplace of Alpine siding 
on the world’s finest railway. The snow was good, too 


snow. How misguided we 
were swiftly became apparent 
next morning when we met up 
with Urs. our ski guide, all 
part of the package- “I am off 
to play cards in the coffee 
shop. No nrains up today. Too 
dangerous. Go back to bed 
and meet me back here in two 
hours." 

Even Swiss railways had to 
admit defeat in such weather. 
When we re-encountered Urs. 
his grin suggested that his 
game of cards had left his 
fellow guides the poorer. It 
had stopped snowing and he 
had bettor news, too. Although 
the trains remained out of 
action, there was a cable car to 
the huge Mannlichen bowl 
which would be operating 
after lunch. With Urs as our 
guide, we spent the afternoon 


exploring the bowl* varied 
mix of runs. 

By the second morning the 
trains were running again and 
the pewter-coloured skies had 
given way to glorious Alpine 
sunshine." It remained that 
way all week, and under the 
watchful eye of Urs. we ex¬ 
plored the entire sunlit Jung¬ 
frau region. 

B ut if the skiine was 
spectacular, some¬ 
thing more makes 
Wengen special. 
There may be other pretend¬ 
ers, but few have a stronger 
claim to the title of the birth¬ 
place of Alpine skiing than 
Wengen and its friendly rival 
village of Murren. For more 
than 70 years they have re¬ 
mained the favourite ski loca¬ 


tion of the British, a far-flung, 
snowy outpost of the Home 
Counties. 

Apart from the addition of 
drag lifts and a cable car, they 
have changed little since a 
group of enterprising Brits 
first persuaded the local 
stationmaster to keep the 
Jungfrau railway open in win¬ 
ter. transforming an uphill 
sport into the headlong, down¬ 
wards rush of today. 

Cars are banned from the 
narrow' streets of Wengen and 
Murren. Even better, the 
slightly staid. Edwardian feel 
deters the wilder fringe of 
snow boarders. “Wengen is 
not the place for anyone in 
search of a riotous nightlife." 
says The Good Ski Guide. 
Praise heaven. 

However, we did- find our 


kind of aprts-ski in the time- 
warp of the Hotel Falken. Its 
bizarre collection of Victorian 
fixtures and fittings, in which 
nothing quite matched any¬ 
thing else, we found 
charming. 

So were many of the English 
families we met who had been 
coming to Wengen for years. 
Some boasted connections 
going back generations, and 
the descendants of Sir Henry 
Luzin, the first to see the 
commercial potential of Alpine 
skiing back in 1910. are still in 
evidence. 

I think the Williamson fam¬ 
ily may just join them. 

• Nigel Williamson and his fam¬ 
ily travelled with Swiss Travel 
Service 10020 463971). Prices for a 
week in Wengen on half-board 
start at £414. Special ten-night 
packages over Christmas and the 
New Year start at £560. luggage g 
taken care of by the Swissair "fly 
luggage” scheme. The services of a 
ski guide in Wengen are included. 
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| vices &VIRTUES 

Edward Marriott asks people in the public eye to confess 
their sins and celebrate their saving graces 


1st Pride: Anyone in the public eye 
inevitably takes satisfaction in their 
achievements. I am proud, and 
ruthlessly self-critical. I'm proud of 
my girlfriend Juliet Banner, whose 
restaurant. Banner's in Crouch 
End, has been a roaring success. 
And I’m proud of our Elizabeth, 
who made a demo tape for Radio I 
when she was working in Leeds and 
then became a Radio I DJ. 

2nd Wrath: I have a short fuse. 
Michael Howard gets the brunt 
and Peter Lilley. More than any¬ 
thing it* injustice that winds me up. 
1 don* suffer fools. 

3rd Lust Oh yeah. I've a weakness 
for that This doesn’t mean 1 want to 
go to bed with everyone. I’ve just got 
a healthy sex drive. I do drive a 
Harley Davidson motorbike but 
there* no connection there. 

4th Gluttony: I don* eat very much 
— there* nothing in my fridge. No. I 
tell a lie. There* a packet of 
rattlesnake eggs that somebodv 
brought me from Texas. 


5th Envy: I think of myself as the 
luckiest person 1 know — how could 
I be envious of anyone else? My life 
is a schoolboy* dream. I do for a 
living what I like doing most as a 
pastime — boring the nation stupid 
with my favourite records on the 
radio and going off to potty repub¬ 
lics and writing pieces for newspa¬ 
pers and magazines. 

6th Avarice: 1 have no avarice. 1 live 
in a onebedroom flat in Crouch 
End. I'm drowning in my own work, 
sitting surrounded by piles of CDs, 
Zairean dance records and news¬ 
paper cuttings about Haiti and 
Malawi, which are in danger of 
toppling over and crushing me to 
death. The only thing that I would 
really like is another room in this 
flat. 

7th Sloth: 1 wish there were an 
eighth day in the week. There's not 
enough time to do everything. I 
work all the time because i love it I 
find it impossible to go on holiday. 1 
tried sifting on the beach in the 
Caribbean and after aboul three 



ANDY 
KERSHAW 
Disc jockey 


hours, finishing a book, staring 
round, having jet another ludicrous 
drink made in a pineapple. I 
thought, "What do we do now?" I 
went back down to Haiti five weeks 
ago. and on our way down there my 
girlfriend said. "Let* have a couple 
of days on Miami Beach." God, I 
was bored. 


1st Justice: This Government is a 
bunch of unprincipled, fraudulent 
second-raters. They haven* even got 
any style or dass. I vote Labour, and 
I wish a few more would join me. 1 
do try and be just I got involved in 
Haiti five years ago and now I’m 
involved in it for life. 

2nd Fortitude: 1 didnl want to come 
to London. In the end, I came to 
work for somebody for ten days in 
January 1984 and I’m still here. I got 
lucky. I always get asked whether it 
was a handicap having a northern 
aoxnt — it may have been an 
advantage. What is hard is getting 
wntrng jobs as a Radio I DJ. If you 
start out doing one thing you get 
typecast There is an assumption 
that Radio I DJs must be thick. It 
required fortitude to overcome that 

****** I'm fairly charitable. 
Nobody would ever accuse me of 
being mean. If you are one of my 
close friends and I’ve got something 
it* as good as yours. 1 don't love mv 
i cl low men and women. I love some 
ol my fellow men and women. 


4th Faith: If I have faith, it* 
humanistic, not religious. 1 never go 
to church. I don* have faith in 
people how can I have faith in 
people if every four years they vote 
in this lot? My faith in people varies 
from person to person. 

5th Hope: I don* have much hope 
for the future of Europe, or the 
former Soviet Union. But if you go 
out and work hard at what you do. 
you don* have to consider hope. If 
you realise that, you don* have a lot 
of hoping to do. 

6th Prudence: I’m fairly reckless. I 
like to make things happen, and I do 
things on the spur of the moment 

? tii Temperance: I’m temperate j 
with alcohol but not with life. Life is ! 
too short not io be gulped down. 
One thing that really motivates me 
is the idea that you Ye here for just a 
twinkling and then it* all over. 
Cram it in. 

9 Andy Kershaw is currently presenting 
the travel programme Four Comers on 
Radio 4. 
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Look out, 
it’s the feast 
of Stephen 


K ing Wenceslas wasn't Good, he was 
up to his crenellations in relatives. 
What King Wenceslas needed was an 
excuse to get out of the palace. The 
trouble with being a king was that you acquired 
the extended family to end all extended families, 
and the full and awful extent of them was 
apparent every Christmas, when they turned 
up expecting to be fed and wined. While they 
fought and whined. 

There was little chance of escape. Christmas 
Day was treated like a Sunday; you could not 
even nip round to Halfords. In AD927. Sunday 
trading might as well have been a thousand 
years away. 

Why did he fall for this extended nightmare? 
It ran in his extended family. As Wenceslas 
stood gazing out of the palace window at the 
falling snow and the fallen drunks, he was 
dimly conscious of a hideous gaggle of cackling 
relatives ranged around the room behind him. 
from the ninth in line to the throne (aged one 
and three quarters) to the dreaded matriarch- 
in-law (aged 91). 

Half of them seemed to be 
fighting over the remote con¬ 
trol and half of that half kept 
changing their minds between 
Bohemia 1*5 Telly Addicts, 
whose Christmas edition was 
called The first Noel, and the 
very first showing cm Bohe¬ 
mia 2 of White Christmas. 

Wenceslas was beginning to 
regret sanctioning a second 
channel. And it was still only 
Christmas Eve. 

He swore to go away next 
year. He swore to go away 
every year. But come midwin- 
ter in Bohemia, travel was not " 
so easy. The roads were clogged with snow. 
They could be cleared, but frankly you could 
walk faster than the average serf amid push a 
snowplough. 

Hying was out of die question: in all of 
Bohemia, there was not a Branson to be found. 

o letting the relatives come to him was 
the least of all evils, or so it seemed in 


S 


insisted on going to midnight mass, which 
meant she got up late cm Christmas morning, 
which meant his mother had to stuff the bird 
and mince the pies (if that was what you did to 
pies), which meant that by Christmas lunch¬ 
time his mother was out on her feet from 
exhaustion and his grandmother was out an 
her back due to a delivery from Majestic Mead 
Warehouse. 

it was a volatile situation brought to the boil 
when grandmother regained consciousness 
sufficiently to stick her crinkly face in the Aga 
and suggest that the tinfoil needed removing 
right now. whereas the mother took the view 
that you started basting ten minutes hence. It 
was good enough for that nice bloke on Food 
and Drink so it was good enough for her, you're 
always meddling, silly old bat. get out of my 
kitchen... 

Bang. No, chop. A meat cleaver between the 
shoulder blades: it delayed lunch for two hours, 
which annoyed Wenceslas because h meant 
nobody got to see his Christmas broadcast (both 
channels), which that year was about the need 

' _ to protea the environment 

Most Christmases were aw¬ 
ful in lots erf small ways rather 
than one big way. And the 
embarrassed adult silences 
were as lethal as the racket 
made by children trampling 
gifts underfoot in order to 
make play houses out erf the 
boxes in which they arrived. 
There were silences that fol¬ 
lowed some crumbling duch¬ 
ess addressing a prince's wife 
by the name of the prince's 
mistress. There were silences 
^ following a grand duke’s at- 
tempt to grab a handful of 
serving wench. There were nasty moments to 
do with who earned more than whom vis-d-vis 
the Civil List 

Whywas it that not erne of the 14 relatives who 
benight him a pair of breeches every year could 
get both the size and the colour right? He 
blanched at the thought of another post- 
Christmas trudge through the deep and crisp 
and even to line up at the Marks & Spencer 


He swore to go 
away every 
year. But the 
roads were 
clogged 
with snow 


prospect But the strain! If he had rung exchanges counter. 

up Relate (patron: the Princess of Still, as Wenceslas gazed out he recalled that 
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Czechoslovakia), they would have told him that 
Christmas was followed by divorce as sure as 
the dud fairy light was file last one you 
unscrewed. 

Divorce or worse. Take Christmas six years 
earlier, the year'his mother murdered his 
grandmother. It was :?-sectarian murder, he 
would say that for it His-grandmother-was a 
Christian woman and his mother was pagan. 
Nonetheless, his mother celebrated Christmas 
because it was die best way to get a new 
dishwasher and his grandmother tolerated this 
heresy because she was... because she was a 
Christian. 

The problem was that his grandmother 


it was not all bad. In a few minutes the children 
of die family would sing a Christmas song, as 

ffiey did on every Christmas Eve. It was always 

the same song and Wenceslas smil ed as he 
anticipaied it - - 

Brightly shone the moan that night 
Though die frost was crueL 
When a poor man came in sight 
Gathering winter fueL 

“If only" thought Wenceslas. turning back to 
the room in time to catch a daughter-in-law 
asking her husband what the hell he meant by 
that “If only.. ” 


TONY McSWEENEY 



IN THE ten years I was 
abroad representing The 
Times, from Russia to the 
Middle East my wife and I 
learnt to rely on our own 
resources to entertain our 
(growing) family- Back in Brit¬ 
ain. with the crackly but 
splendid BBC World Service a 
fading memory, it is tempting 
to revert to building Christ¬ 
mas around the television. 
Our three children (twin girls 
aged ten. and a boy of five) wfll 
also be glued to the Disney 
and Muppet videos. 

But some flavour of the self- 
sufficient expatriate life lin¬ 
gers. Curiously. British ex¬ 
pats tend to indulge in an 
exaggerated version of the 
(idealised) Christmas they 
think they remember at home. 
The amateur panto is pro¬ 


duced with tremendous gusto; 
the tree is obtained by devious 
means from some local forest 
or other (in Moscow, payment 
by vodka usually does the 
trick); the Christmas pudding 
is ingeniously put together 
from local products. 

In the same spirit we shall 
no doubt force the embar¬ 
rassed and reluctant children 
to take part in the absurd 
games of charades we used to 
act out, complete with inspired 
fancy dress, in the homes of 
diplomats and fellow foreign 
correspondents in Moscow 
and Jerusalem. They seemed 
hilarious at the time. So too 
did the parlour games, such as 
The Winking Murderer (play¬ 
ing cards are distributed; who¬ 
ever gets the joker is, 
unknown to the others. The 


Murderer; he or she “mur¬ 
ders” others in the reran by 
winking at them, until spot¬ 
ted). Another hit is Hi Harry, 
also known as One Spot (too 
complicated to explain here, 
but it involves a lipstick and 
concentration), 
charades and parlour 
games are greeted with 
groans, it doesn’t take too 
much to persuade die children 
to put on a play, with much 
plundering of die dressing-up 
box (so that's where my Rus¬ 
sian hat/Egyptian fez went), 
much whispering behind die 
scenes, and minor rows over 
the roles assigned. 

There may also be cacopho¬ 
ny from the family band, with 
dad on banjo-ukulele (aban¬ 
doned during the years over¬ 
seas. recently re-discovered 


and repaired). If aD else fails 
(and it will, before Boxing 
Day), we shall either slump 
before the television set like 
everyone else or. better still, 
unwrap the board games and 
conjuring trick sets. 

The travelling life has left 
the Owen girls'with a passion 
for card games, and they will 
be happily bamboozling 
grandpa (no mean cardsharp) 
with their new box of tricks. 

As for die parents, we shall 
open something rather differ¬ 
ent as the day lengthens and 
the log fire flickers: a bottle or 
two, with toasts to colleagues 
past and present Foreign 
correspondents, after all, have 
a reputation to maintain. 

Richard Owen 

Foreign editor 


CHRISTMAS Day tradition¬ 
ally ends in children’s tears. 
The trick is to postpone them. I 
take a team to die midnight 
carol service at the local lurk 
in darkest Ayrshire on Christ¬ 
mas Eve, to tire them out with 
Scots carols and a Presbyteri¬ 
an sermon. Pill fisherman's 
stockings, and so to bed. 

Grown-ups get heads down, 
and hope nobody wakes be¬ 
fore the rustling of paper and 
popping of crackers sets the 
dear little Jack Russells yap¬ 
ping at dawn. Long dog walk, 
to exhaust all, along the beach 
at die Maidens, maybe a dip 
in the rocky water slimy with 
seaweed- Small children, in a 
triumph of hope over excite¬ 
ment, kip in 50year-old prams. 

Episcopalian service for crib 
and locals. Visit to Coodham 


cemetery for long thoughts. 
Baps for lunch. More dog 
walk. Potato peeling, cleaning 
sprouts, cooking. By now tears 
somewhere, probably mine. 
Dinner. Hats. Give in and let 
them watch bloody telly. 

Philip Howard 

Leader miter 

AND is it true, this most 
tremendous tale of all? Odd 
that children, unlike Betje¬ 
man, never ask. They may 
reject Santa Claus at seven, 
but die child in the manger 
(pace the Bishop of Durham) 
goes unchallenged. 

To reinforce this rare belief 
we all went to Westminster 
Abbey on Christmas morning 
one year, but the little one's 
bladder was unequal to the 


event Now we have a home 
mini-crib in which the infant 
Jesus miraculously appears. 

Come the great day. Stock¬ 
ings are at 6am (sadly),- Small 
Presents at Ham; Big Presents 
after lunch. At some stage 
there is compulsory singing 
around die piano, as a counter 
to their wrapping paper orgy 
and tree worship. I ban tele¬ 
vision. though the rest make 
moan like frosty winds. 

Pre-Christmas, we never 
miss die Bach Choirs Albert 
Hall concert The children are 
taken to the stage and led by 
Sir David WiUoocks through 
carols and competitions. This 
year, our son won an illustrat¬ 
ed Messiah. Tremendous. 

Peter Brown 

Features production editor 



TEN ways for parents to keep 
kids amused over Christmas. 
1. Create atmosphere of gener¬ 
al merriment while you put up 
fairy-lights by hammering 
nail through your thumb. 2. 
Approach building society for 
second mortgage. 3.Then en¬ 
ter toy store and ask price of 
video games. 4. Hire extra 
televisions to head off what 
UN peace-keeping forces 
would call “possible flash¬ 
points" 5. Accede to demands 
for Christmas Day to begin at 
Sam. 6- Wake at 4.50am to 
sound of breaking glass. 
Stumble downstairs, find kids 
admiring a remote-controlled 
robot as it blasts through the 
patio doors. ?. Lunchtime. The 
kids hate turkey, they tell you. 
They can't stand sprouts. 
Christmas pudding? Yuck. 
Engage in frank discussion 
about merits of dialling a pizza 
on Christmas Day. 8. Attempt 
to assemble model aeroplane 
from kit. Super-glue fingers to 
screwdriver. Spouse rips it 
away. Bleeding stops within 
hours. 9. Suggest nice, whole¬ 
some game of charades. “Get 
real," says five-year-old son 
contemptuously. 10. Repeat 1-9 
ad lib until you can crawl back 
to work. 

Richard Morrison 

Arts editor 


The kids hate 
turkey, they tell 
you. They can’t 
stand sprouts. 

Christmas 
pudding? Yuck 


I NEVER used to understand 
why people travelled with 
small children, given the obvi¬ 
ous hell for them and others, 
and the fact that the dear 
things would be perfectly 
happy anywhere, and proba¬ 
bly happiest at home. Now I 
realise working parents need a 
dose of daylight as much as 
anyone, and those who scarce¬ 
ly see their young except at 
weekends hardly want to leave 
them behind. 

So, as one who used to 
queue-dodge furiously at air¬ 
port check-ins to avoid being 
sat near anyone under 25. I 
expect this weekend to see 
swathes of Gatwick concourse 
empty miraculously before us, 
like die Red Sea, as we embark 
with family, aged one and 
nought for Barbados. 

The sun will probably shine. 
There will be a pool, a beach, 
limbo-dancing Father Christ¬ 
mases and steel band carols. 
Once they stop missing their 
nanny the children will proba¬ 
bly think it's all right But wfll 
it be a holiday, in the normal 
meaning of the word? There 
will be no Monday morning, 
this time, when the children 
are returned gratefully to nan¬ 
ny. When this Monday comes, 
we will be rat our own. 

Others will dine by candle¬ 
light to the sound of lapping 
waves. Same will doze on 
sunbeds by the pool I will take 
an airport novel, for the hell of 
it though I won’t get past page 
ten. 

If there is such a thing as a 
quiet moment I will probably 
be too busy looking toward to 
the long flight home. 

Rose Wild 

Personal jinance editor 
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Where would you go? 

The snowy fells of Lapland, 
in the Arctic Circle. It is 
beautiful there. At this time 
of year it is light only for a 
few hours a day and the rest 
of the time there is a misty- 
blue darkness. 

Where would you stay? 

In the log cabin just outside 
the town of Rovaniemi. 
where 1 “work". Children 
visit me there all year round 
—except of course on Decem¬ 
ber 25. when I travel the 
world delivering presents. 
My post office is also there. 
It’S busy: this year 1 received 
400.000 letters. 

How would yon get 
there? 

By sledge from my secret 
home 125 miles away in 
Korvatunturi, which is near 
the Russian border. My 
wooden sledge is drawn by 
six reindeer and was made 
by my helpers, the elves. 1 
tried to count them the other 
day and got up to500 before 
they started running around 
the yard and I lost count 
Who would 
perfect companion? 

A crowd of happy, laughing 
children. 

What piece of 

clothing or kit would 
you take? 

My warm winter jacket my 
usual red hat and a sack full 
of toys. 

What medicines would 
accompany you? 

Joyful Christmas spirit 


SANTA CLAUS 
Worldwide gifts distributor 



Santa (posed by a model) and one of his customers 


What would yon have 
to eat? 

Finnish rice porridge, which 
is a traditional Christinas 
food and very like English 
rice pudding. 

What would yon have 
to drink? 

Lots of fresh spring water 
diawn by the ewes from the 
well next to my log cabin. 
What would you read? 
Christmas fairy tales. 

What would you watch 
on television? 

I don’t have a television in 
my log cabin. Instead, I 
would look out on the pan¬ 


oramic view of snowy Mis 
and a little frozen late. The 
log cabin is in a lonely spot in 
the wilderness and I see all 
sorts of animals, including 
wolves and bears. 

What music would you 
listen to? 

“Jingle Bells” and carols. 

Would you play any 
games or sport? 

I’d make a snowman and 
dance around the Christmas 
tree with the diildren. 

What piece of art would 
you Gke to look at? 

The Christmas tree, and the 
Ice flowers which form on the 


window pane when it is 
freezing outside. 

What luxury would 
you take? 

The warmth of love and 
goodwill to all. 

Who would be your least 
welcome guest? 

A cynic. 

Which newspaper or 
journals would yon read? 

The Times, of course. 

What would yon leave 
behind? 

My worries. I worry about 
the worries children have 
and write to me about, and 
the things that people do in 
this world — 1 don’t under¬ 
stand them. 

What three things would 
you most like to do? 

1. Play with the children until 
they fall asleep. 2- Listen to 
the sounds of nature when 
night falls. 3. Light a fire in 
the fireplace. 

Who would you send 
a postcard to? 

Afl the children throughout 
the world. 

What souvenir would 

yon bring home? 

A little branch from the 
Christmas tree mid an empty 
sack. 

What would you Kke to 
find when the weekend 
was over? 

Lots of letters from diildren 
of every nation. 

Interriew by 
Rosanna Greenstreet 
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They are all coming far 
Christmas, the grandparents, 
the in-laws, aunts arid uncles 
— even a few errant second 
cousins. A nightmare of noise 
and discord! How will you 
keep them quiet once the last 
crumb of mince pie has fallen 
on the dining-room carpet? 
Rush out today and buy a few 
last-minute books ... 

T hat rattier snobbish 
aunt with less money 
than she pretends to will 
be delighted with The Com¬ 
plete Book of Bedroom Ele¬ 
gance, by Lady Caroline Wray 
(Ebmy Press. £17.99). It looks 
like something to read in the 
four-poster but, in fort, it’s a 
surreptitious do-it-yourself 
book. 

The cousin who cant get 
over the fact that he grew up in 
the Glorious Sixties can have 
77ze Rolling Stones; Street 
Fighting Years, by Stephen 
Barnard (Studio Editions. 
£25). In the photographs here 
“we glimpse the unlovely and 
awkwanl suburban youths be¬ 
hind the glamorous rock 
icons", Robert Sandall said in 
The Sunday Times. Might 
give your' cousin second 
thoughts at last 
For the brother who insisted 
on bringing the stinking mon¬ 
grel that is now whining in the 
kitchen, there is The Literary 
Companion to Dogs, with all 
its extracts “sniffed out by 
Christopher Hawtree" (Sin- 
dair-Stevenson, £25). “He 
seems to have found every 
worthwhile reference to dogs 
in Western civilisation," said 
Michael ShekJen in The Daily 
Telegraph. 



for Christmas book gifts 


Give grandmother Celia 
Hadden’s Mischief and De¬ 
light An Illustrated Antholo¬ 
gy of Kittens {Headline. £8.99). 
full of Victorian postcards of 
tbe little horrors. 

Grandfather is always 
going on about his father’s 
experiences in the first world 
war as though they were his 
own: stop the flow with two of 
the best novels of the year, Pat 
Barker’s The Eye in the Door 
(Viking, £14.99). which re¬ 
creates the Britain of 1918, and 
Sebastian Faulks "s Birdsong 
(Hutchinson, El4-99) which. 
Ruth Rendell said in The 
Sunday Telegraph, “soared to 
heights far above most first 
world war novels”. 

That youth who cannot get 
on with his dad: put to him the 
question. When Did You Last 
See Your Father?, the question 
Blake Morrison asked himself 
in his remarkable book about 
his Yorkshire childhood 
(Grants, £14.99). 

Then there are those two 
neurotics who cannot stop 
thinking about food and 
drink, even at this moment of 
repletion. Give the drinker the 
leather-bound Chdteau La- 
tour. The History of a Great 



Vineyard 1331-1992 (Segrave 
Foulkes). At £145, he might 
have preferred a case of daret 
— but as Joanna Simon wrote 
in The Sunday Times, “La- 
tour’s archives are unique” 
The eater can have Real Fast 
Puddings by Nigel Slater (Jo¬ 
seph, £9.99)—and can go into 
the kitchen with the mongrel 
and mate one. 

For that serious and good- 
hearted cousin who cannot 
really relax even on Christmas 


afternoon, and whose 
thoughts keep turning to 
Northern Ireland, there is 
Robert Keg’s fife of Parnell, 
77ie Laurel and the toy 
(Hamish Hamilton, £20), 
which was picked out as a 
Christmas book by Patrick 
Leigh Fermor in The Specta¬ 
tor. “Long and scholarly biog¬ 
raphies seldom grip the reader 
like a thriller,” he wrote, “but 
this one does." The cousin 
might also like Roy Fosters 
collection of essays, Paddy 
and Mr Punch: Connections 
in Irish and English History 
(Allen Lane. £22^0). “Says 
many wise and important 
things about the bizarre en¬ 
counter between these two 
cultures," David Cannadine 
noted in The Observer. 

The sixth-former who wants 
to go to art school can ask a 
necessary question with What 
is Art? by Rosemary Davidson 
(Oxford, £12.99), illustrated 
eves-handedty with old mas¬ 
ters and computer art. Baby 
sibling can start catching up 
with Lucy Mi cklethwait's A 
Child’s Book of Art: Great 
Pictures. First Words (Dorting 
Kindersley. £9.99). which in¬ 
troduces many simple words 
through great paintings. 

Be careful about buying 
Alan Clark’s Diaries (Weiden- 
feld, £20). Whoever you give it 
to, everybody will want to start 
browsing in it and hostilities 
will break out again. 

Have cm hand a copy of 
John Keegan's comprehensive 
A History of Warfare (Hutch¬ 
inson, £20), and quote it loudly 
at them all. At least the family 
infighting might end up a little 
more skilled and civilised. 
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DISH OF 
THE DAY 


Chef: Tessa Brantley. 54. 
Bom: Sheffield. 

Restaurant Old 
Vicarage, Ridgeway Moor, 
Ridgeway, Derbyshire 
(0742475814) 

Present In partnership 
with her son Andrew, who 
looks after the front at 
house- 

past A former home- 
economics teacher, she 
opened her first bistro in 
Sheffield when she and her 
late husband decided 
to go into business on their 

own rather than move 
south for his job. 

Future: “You can never 
stay set in your ways 
running a restaurant. 

Food is fashion, and 
people are looking for 
value for money, which 
does not necessarily 
mean cheap. We cannot 
lash caviare and foie 
gras over everything so we 
have to offer lots of skill, 
doing cooking that people 
cannot do at home to 
make them feel that it is 
money well spent" 

Personal: “I am 
interested in country food 
of all kinds, using an 
eclectic mix of ingredients 
in old-fashioned ways to 
produce succulent results. 
One pork dish I am 
doing at the moment has 
pickled plums as the 
twist in the tail: it seems a 
very modem dish, but it 
is my grandmother's 
recipe." 

Dishes (for a vegetarian 
Christmas): Home-made 
hazelnut tagliatelle with 
wild mushrooms and 
cashew nuts and a pear 
and watercress salad; leek 
and quail's egg tart 
glazed with gruyOre, with a 
roasted stuffed red 
pepper topped with 
mozarella, spinach 
custard, and Tuscan flat 
bread. 

Robin Young 


Lighting up the gum-tree 


Christmas in Australia is an outdoor affair 
on a summer’s day, Fiona Beckett reports 



Fruit is in abun dant supply in Australia at Christmas tune 



I f Nicole Szabason were back 
home in Brisbane tomorrow 
lunch would be a barbecue on 
the beach. As on any other hot 
summer's day, there would be More- 
ton Bay bugs (similar to crayfish), 
barramundi (an exotic fish) and 
prawns, brightly coloured salads and 
bowls of fruit. 

“Apart from opening up our 
presents, it didn’t seem like Christ¬ 
mas,” says Ms Sza bason, a home- 
economist and food stylist preparing 
food for magazine photography. “It 
always seemed a bit of a force putting 
lights on the gum-tree. 

“Where I come from nobody cooks 
over Christinas because with tem¬ 
peratures up to 100F. it’s far too hot.” 

When Ms Szabason first came to 
London seven years ago, she admits 
it was something of a culture shock. 
“This year is really the first time I’ve 
ever eaten hot meals regularly. I’ve 
always eaten salads every night For 
years I just couldn’t eat anything 
else." 

Recreating an authentic Australian 
Christmas poses a problem as British 
December weather is hardly tailor- 
made for a barbecue. Ms Szabason 
has found she can improvise with the 
help of a ridged cast-iron grill. “The 
trick is to heat it until it is really 
searingJy hot—at least ten minutes. I 
usually use a marinade, but other¬ 
wise you just brush the grill with a 
little oil before you put anything on it. 
or it will stick. 

“I still like to do my mother’s 
_ Jan fine of turkey. You stuff it with 2 
or 3lb of chapped fresh fruit bound 
together with a few breadcrumbs and 
a tiny bit of pork mince and lots of 
fresh herbs. Back home we have so 
much fruit to choose from — man¬ 
goes, pawpaw, pineapple, red- 
currants. strawberries, cherries (you 
must use whole cherries) and apricots 
— but you can use apples and 
oranges, or kumquats and even 
cranberries. It should be like a 
gigantic fruit salad with great big 
pieces of fruit you can bite into. Then 
you simply roll the whole thing up, de 
it roast it and leave it to get cold. 

“I can’t remember ever having a 


traditional Christmas pudding, but I 
like to do a classic, quick Australian 
dessert of chocolate biscuits dipped in 
rum, sandwiched together with 
strawberry jam and cream or 
mascarpone and frozen." 

Prawn, mango and 

_ avocado salad _ 

_ (serves 46) _ 

30 raw king or tiger prawns 

_ For the marinade _ 

handful of chopped basil leaves 
1 smalt, finely chopped red onion 

_ 4fl oz/HOml olive ofl _ 

2fl qz/55ml medium diy sherry 

_ juke and zest of two limes 

Vttsp grated fresh ginger 
1 do ve of garlic crus hed 
For the salad 
h a large friafre lettuce 
2oz/55 g machfe or lamb’s l ettuce 
l head of chicor y 
I red pepper 
1 yellow pepper 
I l arge ripe avocado 
I ripe mango 
For the dressing 
40 oz/HOml olive oil 
juice of a lime 
2tsp Sherry 
‘itsp spy sauce 
U tsp sesame ofl 
I dove of garlic, crushed 
v jtsp grated fresh ganger 

U isp black and white mustard seeds 
ground with a pestle and mortar 

Mix the marinade ingredients to¬ 
gether and marinate the prawns for 
at least two hours. Just before 
cooking the prawns, arrange the 
salad leaves in a large serving bowl, 
slice the peppers, avocado and 
mango thinly and add to the salad. 
Mix the salad dressing ingredients 
together. Meanwhile, heat a ridged 
cast-iron grill pan for 10 minutes over 
a high heat until smoking. Remove 
the prawns from the marinade and 
place them on the griff Cook for a 
couple of minutes and then turn them 
over. Toss the salad in the dressing 
then add the hot prawns and serve. 



RESTAURANT. 

WATCH 



Ladung a barbecue, Nicole Szabason prepares a prawn, mango and avocado salad-in her kitchen 


Nicole'S Christmas padding 

_ 2ca/55g glacfr cherries _ 

2oz/55g shelled unsalted pistachio nuts 
_ toz730g stem ginger _ 

2 9oz/250g tubs of Italian mascarpone 

_ cheese _ 

_ 5flqz/L50mI dark, rum _ 

2 7oz/200g packs of round chocolate-chip 

_ cookies. _ 

12oz/340g jar of strawberry conserve 

Chop the cherries, pistachio nuts and 
stem ginger and mix with the 
mascarpone and 2tbsp of rum. Pour 


the remainder of the rum into a 
shallow bowl and dip the biscuits in 
one by one until they are soaked 
through. (Don’t leave them in too 
long or they will disintegrate.) Spread 
a biscuit with jam then mascarpone. 
then continue to stack them one on 
top of the other, layering the jam and 
mascarpone mixture in between. 
When you have finished, wrap the 
biscuit roll in non-stick baking parch¬ 
ment and foil, twisting the ends 
securely to fasten. Place the roll in the 
freezer and freeze thoroughly. Take 


the roll out and place it in the fridge 
15-20 minutes before serving. Cut m 
thick diagonal slices so you can see 
the different layers — you can cut 
each slice into the shape of a 
Christmas tree with a metal cutter. 
Serve with a raspberry sauce made 
from sieved, liquidised frozen rasp¬ 
berries and icing sugar. 

• If you would like to know more about 
Australian food, you can contact Ms 
Szabason through Blues Agenty (071-381 
4747}. which regularly has freelance 
Australian cooks on its books. 


CHURCH MEALS 
The Wren Cafe 
35Jermyn Street, 

London Wl 
(071-1379419) 

A joint enterprise between 
St James’s, Piccadilly, and 
the charity Commonwork, 
the Wren Caft is a vegetari¬ 
an restaurant serving 
soups, quiches, bakes and 
pizzas. Robin Young 
writes. Open till 4pm to¬ 
day, and reopening on 
Wednesday. Closing again 
4pm New Year’s Eve, re¬ 
opening Monday, January 
3. Regular times are 8am- 
7pm Monday to Saturday 
and 9am-4pm on Sunday. 
Average spend: about £4. 
The Almonry 
Elv Cathedral, Ely. 
Cambridgeshire 
(0353666360) 

Ely’s cathedral restaurant 
will close after lunch today 
until Wednesday, but stays 
open over the New Year. 
Regular hours are IGam- 
5pm Monday to Saiurday 
and I lam-5pm on Sundays; 
also dinner for parties of 15 
or more by arrangement 
The Cloisters 
Restaurant 
Wells Cathedral. 

Wells, Somerset 
((7749676543) 

The Cloisters has already 
closed for Christmas and 
New Year but reopens on 
January 4, serving coffee 
and cakes in the morning 
and a daily changing menu 
of hot lunches, which cost 
about £6 a head. Open 
10am-5pm Monday to Sat¬ 
urday and 2-5pm on 
Sundays. 

Cafe in the Crypt 
St Martin-in-the- 
Fields , Trafalgar Square. 
London WC2 (071-839 
4342) 

The cate is open until 6pm 
tonight and reopens on 
Tuesday, serving sand¬ 
wiches, tea and coffee only. 
On Wednesday it reverts to 
normal hours. 10am-8pm, 
and the regular menu 
(about £8 for a full meal). 
On New Year's Eve it will 
again dose at 6pm. reopen¬ 
ing on Sunday. January 2. 
for the regular Sunday 
hours, noon-6pm. 

The Chapter House 
Refectory 
Sumpter Yard, St 
Albans Cathedral, St 
Albans, Hertfordshire 
(0727864208) 

The refectory, which does a 
dish of die day. quiches, 
pizzas, salads and sand¬ 
wiches. doses at 230 today 
but reopens on December 
30. £5.50 for three courses. 
Open I0.30am-4.30pm 
Monday to Saturday, and 
230-5pm on Sundays. 


IP 





Panettone, the Italian version of Christmas cake, is a 
marketing success story dating from the 16th century 

Festive 
bake 
inspired 
by love 

TALL pyramid-shaped boxes 
of panettone. the Italian 
Christmas cake, are now a 
familiar sight not only in up¬ 
market delicatessans but also 
in supermarkets. As with 
many other European culi¬ 
nary delights, there is a 
legend associated with the 
origins of the panettone. 

The story has it that in the 
latter half of the 15th century, 

Ludovico il Mora presented 

the aristocratic family of 
And an i with a house in 
Milan. .An old baker called 
Toni had his premises nearby. 

In the best fairy-tale tradition, 
he had a beautiful daughter. 

Adalgisa. and one of the 
Atidani sons. Ugheno. fell 
madly in love with her. 

Unable to live without his 
betlissima, Ughetto contrived 
to gel himself hired as a 
messenger-boy in the bakery. 

Business was bad arid 
Adalgisa was always sad, 
worried about her "father’s 
financial difficulties. 

So Ughetto locked himself 
away in his family’s ancestral 
library, consulted the dusty 
treatises and manuals and 
invented a new cake made of 
flour, butter, eggs, candied 
fruit, honey and veast. 

Poor Toni couid not afford 
to buy the ingredients and 
Ughetto had to lend him the 
money. Toni then baked the 
cake and his customers found 
it delicious. Soon everyone 
wanted to buy the pane di 
Toni fToni’s cake). 

f*** romantic but histori¬ 
cal. details about this special 
cake date from the I6tb ccntu- 


Panettone, which many Italians eat after Christmas lunch 


ry. The elegant and refined 
Caterina Medici married 
Henri II and became Queen 
of France, it appears that a 
gdteau de Milan was served 
as a dessert at Media court 
luncheons. 

Mention of a pan di Natale 
is to be found in a book 
published in 1761 by the 
Bolognese physician. 
Vincenzo Tanara. The Bolo* 
gnese peasants of the time 
used to mix flour, honeyed 
water, yeast raisins and 
chunks of candied pumpkin. 
By the lS90s paneltones were 
bang delivered by post dur¬ 
ing the Christmas period. 

It is. however, in this centu¬ 
ry that panettone became a 
mass market product popu¬ 
lar all over Italy, thanks to 
two grear characters and ri¬ 
vals. Angelo Mona and 
Gioacchino Alemagna. 
M otm. a master baker who set 
up his own business in 1919, 
changed the shape of the 
panettone. making it taller 
and more rounded, and add¬ 
ed more raisins. He was verv 


successful and by the earty 
1930s his business was oper¬ 
ating on an industrial scale. 

Gioacchino Alemagna. 
born in 1892 and. like Mona, 
of humble origins, set up a 
bakery in the centre of Milan 
that became a classic meeting 
place for the well-heeled. 
Competition between the two 
grew increasingly fierce. In 
1976 the war of the panettone 
ended: Alegmagna was taken 
over by Motta. Today the 
main brands include Bauti, 
Fini and BaJocco: also Le Tre 
Marie, which is faithful to the 
original shape. 

There is no“bcsTwayorset 
time to eat panettone. al¬ 
though many Italians serve it 
after the Christmas meal ac- j 
companied by a glass of 
Spumantc. 

Judy Abrahams 

9 Panettone stockists include Una i 
Stores. IS Brewer Street. London \ 
Wl (071-437 M82l: Panzer's, 13-19 1 
Circus Road. London Nttjf iOI 7- j 
722 Slo2i. branches of Sains fury | 
and Safeway nationwide. | 


The Eastern 
spice of 
family life 

Currying the leftover turkey? The 
spices might be from Lancashire 


HOWARD BABLOW 



I f you go out for a cuny 
tonight, chances are. you 
will eat one of Patak’s 
products at some point. This 
Lancashire-based company 
supplies more than 90 per cent 
of Britain’s Indian restaurants 
with pickles, paste, chutneys 
and sauces. Already a house¬ 
hold name among Asian fam¬ 
ilies. Patak’s range is now 
being stocked by supermar¬ 
kets. in a classic twist Kirit 
and Meena Pathak. the ener¬ 
getic husband-and-wife team 
who run the family business, 
are planning to open a manu¬ 
facturing base in India. Not so 
much coals to Newcastle as 
masalas to Madras. 

Patak’s success has sprung 
from a marriage of conve¬ 
nience with authenticity. Mrs 
Pathak says: “Asian women 
today haven’t got the rime; or 
often the right ingredients, to 
make traditional food. I grind 
my own spices from time to 
time, but 1 can’t do it every 
da)’. Equally. I don’t want to 
sacrifice taste or quality." In 
this, the philosophy of the 
business has changed little 
since 1956, when Kirills father 
started to make samosas and 
barfi from the tiny kitchen of 
the flat the family lived in 
when they arrived, practically 
penniless, in London from die 
Gujerat. 

Now a smartly suited inter¬ 
national businessman. Mr 
Pathak has come a long way 
from the rime he used to spoon 
piddes’mto a jar sitting on his 
mother’s knee. “It was her idea 
to start making Indian 
snacks." he says. ’ Then dad 


went to the Indian Embassy 
and offered to cater for their 
functions. Business took off to 
such an extent, we were soon 
able to open a shop in Drum¬ 
mond Street” 

Over the next decade, the 
family prospered until they hit 
treacherous financial waters 
and were nearly wiped out 
Young Kirit was summoned 
back from his studies to help. 
Luckily, he took to the busi¬ 
ness like tikka to chicken, 
winning contracts to cater for 
the influx of Ugandan Asians 
then filling the transit camps. 

Patak’s began exporting 
when Indians living abroad 
wrote asking for parcel-post 
supplies. Today, more than 90 
different lines are shipped 
worldwide. 

Patak’s factory, in Abram, 
near Wigan, Lancashire, 
merges with the surrounding 
grey, semi-industrial belt. In¬ 
side, piles of brick-red paprika 
fie alongside add-yellow bags 
of turmeric, and mounds of 
shiny cumin seeds of incredi¬ 
ble aroma and freshness from 
Iran. Here, in the midst of 
chip-butty land, lies all the 
treasure of the oriental spice 
merchant — garlic from Chi- 
na. ginger from South Ameri¬ 
ca. cardamom from Guate¬ 
mala and chillies from their 
own farm in India. 

The spices arc cleaned, sift¬ 
ed. sorted, ground with Indian 
stone grinders, then blended 
and roasted to complex, multi¬ 
spice secret recipes within 48 
hours of ihcir arrival. It was 
Mr Paihak’s father. Mr LG. 
Pathak. who first developed 



Kirit and Meena Pathak with a selection of the products they supply to restaurants 


the idea of preserving spices 
and herbs by encapsulating 
them in oil, bul it was his 
daughter-in-law. coming from 
Bombay as a young bnde in 
the 1970s with a degree in food 
technology, who realised there 
were gaps to explore in the 
Indian food market. 

Mrs Pathak says: “I started 
messing around with spices 
and powders, and finally came 
up with a commercial tandoori 
paste. I’m happy to say it’s still 
one of our best sellers. Several 
times a year, I go into the 
interior to research recipes. 
Indian food is evolving, as 
boundaries break down and 
people become more dis¬ 
placed. 

M I have to admit we can 
never really replicate a dish 
cooked just minutes before it is 
served, but the people who buy 
our products know the overall 
flavour is never lost, because 
the stability of the spices is 
maintained." 

Ironically, she fuels she has 
more control over the end 
result in domestic, rather than 


professional, kitchens. “So 
many restaurants won’t use 
the recipes we supply, chefs 
take short cuts, use poor meat 
or powders to which they add 
a little paste. When we go into 
a restaurant, I know we don’t 
get the same food as served to 
white people.” 

M r Pathak retains a 
traditional ap¬ 
proach. "We might 
have automated production 
lines and a high-tech lab. but I 
still regard my tongue, nose 
and eyes as my real work 
tools.” 

It's a skill, as well as an 
attitude, he has inherited from 
his father who, although offi¬ 
cially retired, remains active 
in the business. Mr Pathak 
says: “If it wasn’t for him and 
my mother, and all their hard 
work, we wouldn’t be here. 
This is our whole family 
history in a jar.” 

THIS rice dish from the 
Gujerat is accompanied by 
pickle and yoghurt. 

• ( 


Meena Paxbaks palak and 
lamalar bbaat _ 

(tomato and spinach 
nee — medium spiced) 

_ (serves 4-61 _ 

2 cups long grain Basmari rice_ 
2 medium tomatoes _ 

9oz/250g. froaen spinach _ 

__ 3lbsp oil _ 

1 medium sliced onion __ 
3tbsp Patak’s Biryani Paste 
_ 2 cups water __ 

Wash rice. Soak for 20 mins 
and drain. Boil spinach and 
drain. Chop tomatoes. Heat 
oil in heavy saucepan and 
brown sliced onions. Add rice 
and saute, folding to prevent 
sticking (approx 3-4 mins). 
Fold spinadi. tomatoes and 
Biryani paste into rice. Add 
water and to the boil. Turn to 
low. Cover and cook for 20 
mins. Gently stir. Cook uncov¬ 
ered for 5 mins. Serve hoL 

Clarissa Hyman 

+ Paiak iSpices). Kiriana House* 
Haydock Lane. Haydock. Latr 
cashin (0912272300) 
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T reats for 
the seriously 
indulgent 


N o more shopping 
days to Christmas, 
thank goodness; 
everything we cook 
now will be made with what¬ 
ever is in the larder or refrig¬ 
erator. Here are some ideas 
for easy canapes, starters and 
instant puddings, including a 
fool _ made with bananas, a 
Christmas pudding made with 
mincemeat, an ice-cream 
made with marzipan, and a 
jelly made with cream. 

Three things are guaranteed 
to brighten up my Christmas: 
a case of vintage champagne 
(1983 Veuve Chapter Grande 
Dame), a 500g tin of caviare 
and 100 fresh oysters. This 
might sound extravagant, but 
a liitie of each item will go a 
long way and add glamour to 
most holiday tables. 

If the weather is reasonably 
cold, the oysters can be kept 
outside the back door in their 
box, covered with the damp 
seaweed in which they are 
usually packed. Serve them 
raw on the half shell for 
elegance, or potted with but¬ 
ter, mace and lemon juice for 
those who do not like their 
oysters au natural. Serve them 
raw with small, grilled sau¬ 
sages Bordelais-style, bake 
them in hoDowed-out potatoes, 
or barbecue them. 

Oysters are versatile, and I 
have included a more unusual 
recipe for them. Or, you might 
consider adding a lew to the 
turkey stuffing, a favourite old 
English recipe. 

The large tin of caviare does 
not need to be consumed at 
once. Transfer h to a glass 
bowl, cover with food wrap, 
not touching the caviare, and 
refrigerate. It will keep for 
three or four days. Over the 
holidays, I serve it with bhnis 
and melted butter, or spooned 
over fresh tagUateUe which 
has been tossed in cream and 
butter. At the Mandarin Ori¬ 
ental hotel in Hong Kong, 
where 1 got the idea, they add 
vodka to the cream and butter. 

Caviare also makes a good 
topping for baked potatoes. 
BoiJed eggs, chopped and 
mixed with chervil and butter 
or sour cream, heaped on 
rounds of buttered bread and 
topped with a few grains of 
caviare, make excellent cana¬ 
pes, as (to hard-boiled quail 
eggs topped with It. 

It took me a long time to 
come round to agreeing that 
caviare is a good ingredient for 
other dishes, and not just an 
expensive afterthought I 
changed my mind after tasting 


Frances Bissell 
shares ideas for 
glamour dishes, 
using caviare 
champagne 
and oysters 



one of Michel Lorain's caviare 
creations — a small fillet of 
lightly smoked sea bass served 
in a pool of delicate sauce 
flavoured with gr ains of 
Sevruga — at Le Meridien 
hotel in London, and a tuna 
tartar topped with caviare and 
the caviare tagliatdle at the 
Mandarin Oriental. 

Hie canape recipes that 
follow will not break the bank, 
and die first one can be 
adapted to a number of ideas. 

Cream cheese with toasted outs 
_ and seeds _ 

Toast equal quantities of shell¬ 
ed pumpkin seeds, shelled 
sunflower seeds and flaked 
almonds with half quantities 
of flaked hazelnuts and whole 
pmenus, fold into seasoned 
cream cheese or fromage frais 
and serve on rounds of pump- 
emickeL The filling can also 
be served in chicory leaves, 
fennel, celery or radicchio. 

Melon and Parma ham parcels 

These are a small squares of 
melon wrapped in Parma ham 
and tied parcel-fashion with 
chives or strips of blanched 
leek. Or fill the parcels with 
cream cheese mixtures. 

Smoked sjhnon parcels 

Squares of thinly sliced 
smoked salmon folded around 
cream cheese and toasted seed 
mixture, as described above, 
and tied with chives or leek. 

Mipfatnne steak tartar 

Finely chopped lean steak 
mixed with shallots, parsley, 
salt, pepper, hint of Worcester¬ 
shire sauce, even less tabasco, 
served on crisp pastry round, 
toast or in a porcelain Chinese 
soup spoon; garnish with 
chopped caper or grated 


FOOD AND DRINK 


OMNALEAOBCTTEn 


horseradish. Miniature sal¬ 
mon tartar can be made in the 
same way. but using grated 
ginger, chopped spring on¬ 
ions. chopped coriander 
leaves, soy sauce and toasted 
sesame oil for the flavourings. 

Miniature Scotch eggs 

Use quail eggs and best qual¬ 
ity pork sausages. Hold the 
sausages under the cold tap 
for a minute or two, slit the 
skin and the meat comes out 
easily. Prepare and cook as for 
Scotch eggs. Serve halved. 
Oysters with sauerkraut 
and c ham pagne 

_ (serves 4-6) _ 

^lb/340g prepared sauerkraut 
4 pt/!40mJ double cream 

4 pi/140ml champagne 
2 finely chopped shallots 

1 bay leaf _ 

2 dozen oysters 

_ salt, pepper to taste _ 

chervil, chives or parsley 
_ for garnish _ 

Drain the sauerkraut and set 
it to heat gently in a saucepan. 
In another saucepan, code the 
cream, champagne, shallots 
and bay leaf until reduced by 
half. Carefully open the oys¬ 
ters and strain the liquid into 
the champagne sauce, which 
should be reduced to get a 
good coating consistency. Sea¬ 
son to taste. Remove the bay 
leaf and divide the sauerkraut 
between die oyster shells or 
shallow, buttered oven-proof 
dishes. Arrange oysters on top 
and cover with the sauce. 
Flash under a hot grill until 
the same just turns colour. 
Serve immediately with herbs 
fin- garnish. 

ONE of the wonders of the 
Fkraomese kitchen in north¬ 
west Italy, is panna cotta, a 
jellied, moulded cream. Most 
recipes tell you to use four 
sheets or four teaspoons of 
gelatine for a pint of liquid. 
Some cooks use just one leaf of 
gelatine tor six puddings, each 
serving sue people. I have used 
half quantities of gelatine, but 
it is somewhat nerve-racking. 
Win it turn out of the mould, 
or will it fall out into a heap? 

Use an old-fashioned fancy 
jelly mould or a ring mould 
and first swirl a little caramel 
around H if you like. It is im¬ 
portant that the sugar is cook¬ 
ed long enough to get a good 
colour and die flavour of real 
caramel, but be careful, as it is 
easy to bum. Leave it out ra¬ 
ther than use an undercooked 
caramel, which will just pro¬ 
duce a pale and insipid liquid. 





Panna cotta 


(serves 6) 


2-24 sheets gelatine 


*ptM30mI double cream 
4 pti 140ml single cream or 
_ fall-cream milk _ 

Idstsp caster sugar (optional) 

Soften the gelatine in a little 
water and drain. Heat cream, 
and milk if you are using it, to 
blood heat and add the sugar 
and drained gelatine. Stir until 
both have dissolved and allow 
to cool Before die mixture 
begins to set, pour it into a 
caramel-lined or wetted jelly 


mould. Refrigerate overnight 
Loosen die jelly by warming 
the mould with a hot doth and 
ease it out on to a shallow dish. 

The next recipe is best 
served warm and lightly 
dusted with king sugar. 
Cream, ice-cream, crime 
Jraiche, yoghurt or brandy 
butter can be served with it 
Hasty Christmas podding 

_ (serves 4} _ 

_ 2oz/60g plain flour _ 

_ 2 free-range eggs _ 

scant 4pt/280ml fall-cream milk 
_Ioz/30g sugar_ 


2ttt/60g butter 


2oK/60g fresh breadcrumbs 
5oz/14Qg rich mincemeat 

Make a batter of the flour, 
eggs, milk; and sugar. Beat 
until smooth and stand for 
half an hour or so. Melt half 
die butter in a pan and fry the 
breadcrumbs until golden. 
With die rest of the butter, 
liberally butter a 7-Sin diam¬ 
eter baking dish and scatter 
the breadcrumbs over the top. 
Using a teaspoon, dot small 
heaps of mincemeat over die 
baking dish and pour (Hi the 


batter. Bake towards the top of 
a hot oven at 2Q0C/400F. gas 
mark 6. for 40 minutes. 

Banana and cardamom fool 

For each serving, use one ripe 
banana, the seeds of a couple 
of cardamom pods, honey or 
sugar to taste, a little fresh 
lemon or orange juice, all 
blended until smooth. Fold in 
one heaped tablespoon of 
Greek yoghurt or crime 
Jraiche for each serving. Serve 
in chilled glasses. It makes 
good icecream, too. as does 
the next redpe. 


Christmas ice-cream 


(serves 6S> 


Ipt/570ml double cream 
4Ib/230g while marzipan. 
chopped or broken into pieces 

6oz/I70g good quality crystallised 
fruit, finely chopped 
3oe/85g flaked almonds, tightly 
_ toasted _ 

Scald double cream and pour 
it over the marzipan in a bcrnd. 
Stir until almost blended, 
leaving some pieces of mam- 
pan for texture. Stir in the fruit 
and nuts and freeze mixture. 
Soften before serving. 


ENTERTAINING AT HOME: Robert Budwig 

Street market 
to fine spread 


F or me, entertaining is like 
painting: 1 work with a 
palette of colour, as well as 
different tastes. As a designer, 
illustrator and writer of cookery 
books, creating a meal for friends 
lets me indulge all ray passions at 
once. 1 love to work with vegetables 
and fruits for their bold colours. 1 
feel that eating mostly vegetables 
makes me healthier. 

If I'm having friends over for 
Saturday dinner or Sunday hmch. 
the weekend begins in Portobello 
Market west London, where I 
search for what's in season, and 
focus the meal around that If I see 
baby leeks, they’re the inspiration 
for leeks vinaigrette or a leek stir- 
fry. My favourite market trader. 
Bemie (near Tesco), might have 
some fresh mushrooms and that’ll 


be the trigger for a mushroom 
risotto. 1 prefer not to plan the meal 
until I’ve seen what's freshest, 
rather than go out with a shopping 
list I buy my fresh flowers — 
something exotic such as strelitzia 
or sunflowers — from a stall. 

My love affair with the markets 
began in Colombia, to which my 
parents emigrated from Germany 
before the Second World War. I 
remember the street markets being 
drenched with colour. 

Cooking is in my blood; my 
grandmother ran a pension in 
Colombia, serving meals to Ger¬ 
man emigres, and later became a 
caterer. I don’t entertain on a grand 
scale; I can squeeze six into my 
kitchen, or we eat in the drawing¬ 
room, where I turn my desk into a 
dinner table for up to ten. In 



Robert Budwig, the artist and cookery book writer, and the tiny kitchen of his home in London 


summer. 1 drape a piece of fabric 
over a couple of clotheslines in the 
garden, and create a Bedouin-style 
tent with cushions heaped on the 
ground. Meals are invariably 
served on mismatched china, with 
dashing patterns and colours — 
bowls from Morocco or Spain, 


orphaned plates from Portobello — 
and 1 have loads of candles in bold 
colours. In the past I've created 
crockery ranges fco- homeware 
companies, so we might eat some¬ 
thing off a plate I’ve designed. 
Napkins will be bright perhaps a 
different colour for each person. 


with a decoration of a single leaf 
from the garden, or a sweet-sharp 
Cape gooseberry people can eat 
before die meat 

I might go to the Thai super¬ 
market for banana leaves as a 
backdrop for food, or put a pile of 
baby mangoes on the doth, to 


suggest India. I like a meal to be a 
feast for the eyes, and 111 often 
illustrate the menu. If it’s a meal 
with the flavours of a country such 
as Morocco or India. Ill have that 
country’s music playing. 

I like to keep the meal simple — a 
few dishes, prepared in advance — 
otherwise you have to concentrate 
an cooking, rather than conversa¬ 
tion. We often begin with a glass of 
Muscat before we eat, and I might 
serve ice-cold beer with the meal 
because spices can overwhelm 
wine. My favourite pudding is tira- 
misu, but I’m just as likely to serve 
ripe mangoes or fresh apples. 

I like to do things-simply and 
easily, and if that means cooking 
cate main dish and buying the first 
course from a delicatessen, I don't 
think thars anything to worry 
about Belter that way than not 
entertain at all just because you’re 
too pushed for time to create 
anything elaborate. 

The food I serve is influenced fry 
my travels. For my latest book. I 
visited the markets of Italy, France, 
Morocco, Thailand. Central Amer¬ 
ica and California, and each had an 
impact an my style of entertaining, 
and my menus. I like every meal to 
be a surprise for my friends. 


Anbergmeswitimrial 


(serves 4-C<) 


2 large aubergines 


Stbsp olive op 


2tbsp while wine vinegar 

_ 2 doves garlic, crashed _ 

sail and freshly ground black pepper 
24 fresh mint leaves 


Wash the aubergines and remove 
the stems. Slice thinly across, 
sprinkle generously with salt, put 
in a colander or sieve and leave for 
30 minures to drain. 

Meanwhile, prepare the mari¬ 
nade. Mix three tablespoons of the 
■ofl. vinegar, garlic, meet of the mint 
(save a few leaves for garnish) and 
a little salt and pepper to taste 
together in a small bowl. Rinse 
aubergines well and pat dry with a 
tea towel or paper towel. Heat two 
tablespoons of the oil and fry the 
aubergines until golden. Arrange 
on a serving dish; pour the mari¬ 
nade over and chiU in the refrig¬ 
erator overnight 

To serve, sprinkle with the rest of 
the mint leaves. 

Josephine Fairley 

•The Vegetable Market Cookbook, bv 
Robert Budwig (Rosendnje Press. 
£14.95). 
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DRINK 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 241993 


Champagne to 
make a party fizz 


WITH Wends end family 
descending in thirsty hoards 
over Christmas and New 
Year, entertain them with one 
of the top seasonal sparklers, 
at prices to suit everyone. 

CHEAP FIZZ 
Marquis de La Tour Brut 

Vin Mousseux (France): 

The Victoria Wine 
Company and Augustus 
Barnett, down 50p to £3.49 
until Jan 5. 

Made by the bulk cuve close, 
or tank, method this humble 
French vin mousseux is pro¬ 
duced by the Loire's quality 
minded producers Ackerman- 
Lauiance. It’S waxy, marzi¬ 
pan-seemed fruit coupled 
with the Loire’s leaJy fresh¬ 
ness, makes this suitable for 
those on a tight budget 

Marquis de La Tour, 
Demi-Sec, Vin Moussetoc 
Victoria Wine and 
Augustus Barnett, down SOp 
to £3.49 until Jan 5. 

Almost identical to the wine 
above but softer and seem¬ 




ingly richer in style, because of 
its extra touch of sweetness. 
Technically, demi-sec means 
half-dry but most palates will 
rate this sparkler as medium- 
dry; a festive style that can be 
surprisingly comforting in 
cold weather. 

Moscato del Piemonte, 
Santera (Italy): 

Sainsbury’s and Victoria 
Wine £1.99. 

So cheap, it makes you won¬ 
der what the catch is. Relax, 
there isn’t one. Just relish the 
softly sweet grapey, musky 
flavours of this serm-sparklmg 
Moscato whose helpfully low 






SMBS 




Whatever 
ly your taste, 

r Jane ^ 
jl MacQuitty ^ 


r 






five per cent alcohol level is 
especially useful for those who 
are watching their intake. 
Serve this Moscato, too, at 
festive teenage parties, cut 
with juice for a sophisticated- 
looking but relatively innocu¬ 
ous concoction. Victoria 
Wine’s Ca Bauda version, 
despite its different label is 
the same wine. 

Lonsdale Ridge Brut 
Reserve, non-vintage, 
(Australia): 

Bibendum, 113 Regent’s 
Park Road, London NW1, 
reduced by 51p to £499 
until Dec 31. 

Bibendum has dubbed this 
Australia's greatest value 
sparkling wine, which is no 
doubt an exaggeration. But 
Lonsdale’s elegant, creamy, 
lemony fruit backed up by 
pineapples and flowers, is well 
ahead of its rivals. Some may 
find its vibrant lemony style 
too much. 

SUPERIOR FIZZ 

KUlawarra Brut 
Sparkling Wine (Australia): 
Davisons £4.99. reduced 
by 26p until Jan I. 

One notch up in quality from 
the previous fizz, this sparkler 
is guaranteed to leave your 
guests with dear heads and 
you with party money to 
spare. Made by Penfolds, its 
ritnissy fruit backed by a 
biscuity finish, tastes more 
expensive than its price tag. 

Kfllawaira Rose, 

Sparkling Wine (Australia): 
Davisons £4.99. reduced 
by26p until Jan 1. 

Pink fizz is traditionally more 
a summer tipple than a Christ¬ 


mas wine, yet rosy glasses do 
look special and go down well 
at festive events. Crisp, dean 
and strawberry scented, 
KHIawarra's orangey-pink col¬ 
our should pop up at parties 
everywhere. 

Cava Brut M S audio e 
Hijas (Spain): 

Sainsbujys down SOp to 
£4.49 until Jan 3. 

Lots of shops stock good, own- 
labelled Spanish Cava wine 
made by the m&hode- 
champenoise, but Salisbury's 
is the best What I like most 
about this Mont Marcal pro¬ 
duced version is its dassy. 
restrained flowery scent and 
taste. Just the bubbly to serve 
old-world, wine-only friends. 

Le Grand Pavilion de 
BoschendaL Blanc de Blancs 
(South Africa): 

Safeway , down SOp to 
£5.99 until Jan 1; London 
Wine Emporium. S6 
Coding Street . SWI1, £6.49. 
This new dassy bubbly makes 
an unusual Christmas aperi¬ 
tif. Its fresh, flowery ritnissy 
fruit is made by the method e- 
champenoise for a rare blend 
of predominantly chardormay 
with a dollop each of crouchen 
and semilion. 

CHAMPAGNE 

TASTE-ALIKE 

1990 Green Point 
Vineyard Brut (Australia): 
Waitrose. Sainsburys and 
Davisons £9.95: Victoria 
Wine. Augustus Barnett, 
Majestic and Oddbins £9.99; 
Adnams. High Street. 
Southwold, Suffolk, £1000. 
Australia’s Yarn Valley, 
Green Point’s home, may not 



CHAMPAGNE 

Sainsbuiy*s Extra Dry 
Champagne. Duval-Lerpy, 
(Fiance): 

Down £2 to £995 until 
Jan 3. 

This season’s best cut-price 


be the ideal sparkling wine 
vineyard spot, but Meet et 
Chandon’s Australian's HQ 
has produced a masterly 
mgthode-champenoise fizz 
whose perfumed, elegant 
chardormay-do minaied style 
makes an ideal Christmas 
aperitif, or accompaniment for 
Erst courses, such as smoked 
salmon. 

1990 eraser Brut, 

(Australia): 

Oddbins £10.49 (seven 
bottles for the price cf six 
(£8.99). 

eraser’s delicious, creamy 
rich yet floral style, with a 
toasted brioche-like finish, is a 
festive food Ezz if ever there 
was one; proof again, too. that 
the gap between first division 


New-World method e-cham pe- 
noise sparklers and the cheap¬ 
er champagne is closing fast 
South Australia’s much her¬ 
alded Petaluma winery is run 
by Brian Croser and part- 
owned by Bollinger. 

1989Cr£mantde 
Bourgogne. Cave de Virt, 
(France): 

Tesco £699. 

Tesco obviously snapped up a 
large allocation of this first 
class burgundy-bubbly that is 
every bit as good now, as it 
was in the summer. Totally 
dhardonnay-based, Cremant 
de Bourgogne is rare but 
definitely the best the region 
produces, as its full, rich, 
tasty, greeny gold fizz, coupled 
with the chardormay grape’s 


long-lemony fruit flavours, 
demonstrate. 

1988 Argyle Pinot Noir 
Chardonnay (USA): 

Oddbins £9.99 (£896 if 
you buy seven bottles for the 
price of six). 

Oregon is phe place for top- 
drawer American sparklers, 
as this toasty, smoky bacon¬ 
like pinot noir-dominant, 
methode-champent)ise fizz 
proves. Underpinned by the 
chardonnay grape and given 
about fair years aging. Argyle 
is a classic new world sparkler 
that has already frightened 
the French and is yet another 
sparkling wine success story 
from Brian Croser, who 
founded the Argyle company 
in 1987. 


a fine, flowery, chardonnay- 
dominated champagne from 
Duval-Lerpy founded in 1859. 

Albert Beerens Brut 
Reserve Champagne (France) 
Bibendum. 113 Regent's 
Park Road. NW1. down £1.76 
to £11.99 until Dec 31. 

A little-known champagne 
name from the outlying Aube 
district of Champagne. Most 
Aube champagnes are pinot- 
meunier based, but M 
Beerens sells his meunier 
grapes on to Murrun, which 
explains why this glorious, 
musky champagne with rich, 
toasty fruit on the finis h, made 
exclusively from pinot noir 
and chardonnay, is so good. 

Waitrose Champagne, 

Blanc de Noirs (France): 

Down SOp to £10.95 (12 for 
the price of 11 at £10.03). 
Extraordinarily powerful, 
stylish and full-bodied own- 
label non-vintage champagne 
with robust character. Too 
hefty for some palates, per¬ 
haps. but the fine, ripe, mus¬ 


ky, pinot nor fruit makes it 
the ideal food fizz. 

BrussonPftre&FQs 
Champagne (France): 

Thomas Peatling, 

Westgate House, Westgate 
Street, Bury St Edmunds, 
£1299(two or more bottles 
£11.49 each), and at 63a 
Clerkenwell Road, EC1. 

Yet another little-known star 
non-vintage champagne from 
an East-Anglia based wine 
merchant chain owned by 
Greene King, the brewer. A 
rich, fruity, biscuity Brusson 
champagne from Epemay. 

BIG-NAME 

CHAMPAGNE 

Krug Grande Cuv£c 
(France): 

Oddbins £59.75(£5121 if 
you buy seven bottles for the 
price of six). Victoria Wine 
£5699. Adnams £5895, Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up 
£5990 (half bottles £29.75). 

The biggest champagne name 
of all. Champagne competi¬ 
tors are no doubt furious that 
Krug, even in difficult trading 
times, continues to get away 
with its stratospheric prices 
and cheeky "every wine we 
make is a prestige cuvfe" 
profile. Savour festive glasses 
of seductive, biscuity, hazelnut 
scented Grande Cuvfe 


1985 Dorn P&ignon. 

(France): 

Oddbins £5625. (£4821 if 
you buy seven bottles for the 
price of six), Bibendum 
£53, Majestic £5999. Victoria 
Wine £5228(seven for the 
price of six). Thresher, Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up 
£55.95, Thomas Peatling £55. 
MoSt et Chandon is the 
world's biggest selling cham¬ 
pagne and Dora Kngnon is 
its flagship. This rich, fruity 
wine with its complex, per¬ 
fumed biscuity-smokey fla¬ 
vour is the one for New Year's 
Eve if there are just two of you. 

Laurent Perrier Brut 
(France): 

Majestic, £33.98a 
magnum [£28.03 if you buy 
six), Oddbins £1699 a 
bottle (£14.02 for 12), 
Bibendum £32.95 a 
magnum, £1690 bottle, 

Thom as Peatling a bottle 
£17.49 (two at £14.99 each), 
Davisons £16.99 a bottle 
(until Jan 1), Thresher, Wine 
Rack and Bottoms Up 
£35.70 a magnum, £1699a 
bottle. 

Big bottles of champagne look 
especially impressive on the 
festive table and Laurent Per¬ 
rier's fresh, fruity bubbly gets 
my vote. Despite cut-price 
competition, IP’s depth of 
fruit and biscuity finish makes 
it best value for non-vintage, 
big-name champagne. 

1986 Victoria Wine 
Champagne (France): 

Victoria Wine down £3 to 
£1599 until Jan 5. 


in the high street Its musky, 
toasted brioche flavour will do 
Justice to any celebration. 


S cotch. Irish or Bourbon - what’s 
your pleasure? 





r , ENJOY A TASTE WITH 
^ THEtSfeTIMES 

1 * (p\ Could it be Aberlour - a classic 

A Speyside single malt from the 


SERVE YOUR BOURBON WILD I 




Could it be Aberlour - a classic 
Speyside single malt from the 
Highlands? Or might you well warm 
to the magical mysteries of whiskey 
with an ‘e’ - a Jameson Irish? 

Then again, perhaps Wild 
Turkey, a genuine Kentucky 
bourbon, will hit the right spot... 
it’s all a question of taste 

Cut out this coupon and send it 
together with your three tokens 
and a complimentary taste of 
Aberlour, Jameson or Wild Turkey 
will be with you in the New Year. 
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B ourbon is the classic, full- 
bodied, mellow-flavoured 
American whisky developed 
200 years ago in Bourbon 
County, Kentucky. 

Genuine bourbon must 
be made from corn, and 
aged in charred oak 
barrels - unlike Rye 
Whisky which has more 
rye and a hint of 
bitterness, or Tennessee 
Whisky which is 

charcoal-filtered to taste i ■ 
lighter and smokier. - 1 


kutMktdb 

WILD® 

METVj 


The premium brand, 
authentic US bourbon, is 
Wild Turkey, first made in 
1870. Its name might suggest 
a taste of the raw, rough and 
rebellious, but nothing could 
be further from the truly 
smooth, full-flavoured, 
aromatic experience In 
the glass. 

s ^-aY Y : ■?». Best Served 
undisguised 
‘on the rocks 1 . 
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- THE TIMES CHRISTMAS CAROL _ 

~~~— £t ^L ^ rrirn i ss ^OFiecI a children s c arol from poet George Mackay Brown and composer Sir Peter Maxwell Davies 

Shepherds of Hoy 
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Shepherds of Hoy. what did you see The flock was folded. There 
Through the smoor of hail? In a roofless byre 

“ our lantern A candle shone, on the stone 
Quenched in the gale. A rose of fire. 

In Saints'glory In Saints'glory 

Before the morning star begotten. Before the morning star begotten. 

© George Mackay Brown 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZZES 


pjypAY DECEMBER 24 1993 


Nigel Rees sets a brain-teaser to shake up your brain cells tomorrow after the presents, the turkey_^dj i e Que gi. 






3 7 apologise for any 
inconvenience that / have 
caused to my fans." 


4 “/ am Jit, l am well, l 

am here — and fm staying- 


5 "t Jp to this juncture, my 
life was empty and without 
meaning. Now I can face 
the future." 


PICTURE QUOTES 

Each of the following 
remarks was made during 
1993 by one of the people 
pictured. Pair the quote with 
the actual speaker. 


I *7 am very, very 
gobsmacked 


2 “Fm very, very critical 
of myself." 


6 T here will be a mming 
point . I don't know what and 
/ don't know when, but „ 
something will happen.” 
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A big hand for oar panto cast: from left Graham Taylor. Jeremy Paxman. Emma Thompson. Michael Jackson, the Duchess of York. John Major 
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The Times Prize Jumbo Crossword 


ACROSS 


1 Flier landed at Christmas, setting 
off alarm (3533.4.4.4) 

15 Apes come round bearing fruit (7) 

16 Partner at fault taking in other 
partners, it’s dear (11) 

17 About 100 go to a resort — new 
figure in plane (7) 

18 Piece of music that’s played on 
board (9) 

19 Involve them briefly with cook (7) 

20 Pay formula man on board has to 
assess (5-4) 

21 Stepped back to go round person 
sleeping (7) 

23 Author's naive pronouncement 

( 6 ) 

24 A train has crashed in European 
capital (6) 

26 Rumour I'd not spread (23) 

28 Some discount J expected—this is 
free (5) 

29 Direction carriage follows in old 
section of capital (4.6) 

31 Gunge in coat accomplished, 
creating possibility of suit (10) 

34 Request for Grsi-class fare on 
Boxing day (5Z5J.53,4) 

39 Was idle, so suddenly had a strike 
about nothing (7) 

41 Make a casual appearance to 
issue a reprimand (5,4) 

43 Not a revolutionary — curbs 

reform introduced (9) 

45 Odd reversal of routine in annual 
review (9) 

46 Asp? (4-5) 

47 Spectades. in part cut short (7) 

48 Singular reason for annual 
celebration (9,53,4.1,4) 

53 Timid creature found, thanks to 
one wearing military badge (10) 

55 One projectile follows many oth¬ 
ers in game (64) 

57 Sort of Jew Arabs might adjust to 
(5) 

59 RazorbDl's birthplace (5) 

61 Fungus in jam—send it back (3-3) 

62 Line I put round pine tree (6) 

64 It's a blessing wild animals 
passed round 7 (7) 

66 Political opponent sorted out 
Liberal, almost (9) 

68 Weapon old copper was struck 
with (7) 

69 Abstemious employee, for a while 
an abnormal eater (9) 

71 Hurried back with standard, to 
tell what happened (7) 

72 Subjugating some beaten Slav T? 
mentioned (II) 

73 Facility mostly used by fit charac¬ 
ters (3-4) 

74 A voluntary contribution, per¬ 
haps. from Carol (3.72355) 


DOWN 

1 A lot of bother with a gloomy poet 

2 He overassesses a tax King 
George collected (II) 

3 Clear bargain (9) 

4 Moderate Liberal’s support for oil 

P) 

5 Exerts more influence in striking 
fashions, say (9) 

6 Repeat broadcast about last 
character in swinging bar (7) 

7 Direction Rug briar's given by 
PM (4-2-5) 

8 He speaks formally before church 
court rises (6) 

9 Elaborate and secret plan in¬ 
complete — one gets caught in the 
act (44) 

10 Misbehave as child — that upsets 
parents initially (33) 

Acquitting former sailor l for¬ 
mally detained (II) 

12 When not to change after enter¬ 
tainment (23.4) 

13 Carriage and trap overturned 
near individual (7) 

14 Article concealed twice in lin¬ 
gerie? Not very well (53.7) 

22 A lot of bother mid •onific month 
of revolution (9) 

25 Freezing water makes car on ice 
act erratically (65) 

27 Like wood left on top of fire (8) 

30 Old article included in bill's first 
reading is special choice of MP (2- 
8 ) 

32 Put in American prison along 
with bandit... (7) 

33 ... but Lady Ann is reformed 
fully (ICQ 

35 Refutes part erf submission e.g. a 
testimony (7) 

36 Tinker with a mast in the bow (II) 

37 Royal attendant initially evades 
question about queen (7) 

38 Could slightly disorganized flier 
touch down in this fantastic place? 
(5-6-4) 

40 Cause to become frightened, per¬ 
haps, or even run off (7) 

42 Half complete sketch to reveal 
outline (S) 

44 Criticize offensive striker, ami 
benefit society (54) 

49 Mother put on trial about row 
involving female relatives (II) 

50 Fighter reding all over the place, 
caught by blow (II) 

51 Waylaying a vehicle with scoun¬ 
drel in China (11) 

52 Fish not turning up in Tasmanian 
port (10) 

54 Sauce and meat in roll — see lem 
tucking in (9) 

56 Logical expert redesigned 
totiuiser(9) 

57 The last thing a heretic was likely 
to assume (9) 

58 Weapon that’s two-sided — Or the 
opposite?® 

60 h could include nude in naughty 
actfT) 

63 Musical I pronounced a gem (4-3) 

65 Stars clustered round a for¬ 
midable female (6) 

67 Time, as they say, in the oppo¬ 
sition (5) 

70 A contribution from whom is 
erroneously sought? (5) 


Prizes of £50 will be given _ 

for the first five correct solutions opened on 

Monday, January 10,1994. _ 

Entries should be sent to Christmas Jumbo Crossword, 

_ The Times, 1 Pennington Street, _ 

London El 9XN. The winner and solution will appear 
_on Saturday, January 15,1994 
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Christmas Holiday 

Concise Crossword 

There are no prizes for this crossword. 
The answers will be published on Monday. 

ROSS DOWN 

Sabbath group I Extensive (5.5) 

53,10,7) 2 Becoming slo 

Passed on (7) (music) (II) 

Improvise (II) 3 Fashionably (9) 

iCenya capital (7) ^ Early sonar (5) 

Lenses (9) 5 Excess(9) 

Oxygen dependent (7) * ^bord mate mters 

Regard oneself l S«»nd weddings (f 

noneyless (4.5) * 

taolantm PUlar ^ 10 

, P . ® 11 Loping forward (9.2] 

taoent documents (7) , 2 Greai feast (4.5) 

Jseful resource (5) 13 Friendly calls (7) 

rail and thin (5) 14 Unravelling ( 15 ) 

teadily compliant 22 Paper shop ( 9 ) 

^ 25 Embryo substai 

Complete gaiety (3,43) (4333) 

tecce by Western 27 Absence of gain (2.61 

fosert force (43,63,6) 30 Mockingly (2.8) 

fixture (7) 32 Uproars (7) 

tiss half century ( 4 , 5 ) 33 Contemptuous 

fallowing plan (2,7) marks (4,6) 

)rai (9) 35 YeUow tonic plant (7 

'angibie matter (9) 36 for another tr 

wallows rapidly (53) tt rifS. 

hileas Fogg Lly S “S'£ advantage 0 

a\ y 38 Accident victim's la 

yer (9.6) 

dmpl.catedly wound 40 Underhand ( 3 . 4 ) 

A ™ ■ -j 42 Astounding (8) 

Jtfrmned( 44 ( P°*glove pneparad, 

scend (5) 49 Property custody (H) 

nssip(6) 50 Fiery (Ji) 

reathing disorder (6) 51 Tito national (I l) 

right plant (7) 52 French air squadre 

chaining from al- HO) 

hoi (9) 54 Essential (music) (9) 

Hist's studio (7) 56 Standard pole (9) 

'uplicate glasses (5.4) Murdered (63) 

onsense (7) ® Not vague (53) 

runken revelry (ii) ?? Allocate (53) 
ot gregarious (7) K ® bstad es (7) 
^ry positions 67 P,~ <6) 

70 Wave-lapped ( 5 ) 


ACROSS 

I Sabbath group 
(53,10.7) 

15 Passed cm (7) 

16 Improvise (11) 

17 Kenya capital (7) 

18 Lenses (9) 

19 Oxygen dependent (7) 

20 Regard oneself 
moneyless (43) 

21 Become popular (53) 

23 Implant (7) 

24 Ancient documents (7) 
26 Useful resource (5) 

28 Tall and thin (5) 

29 Readily compliant 
(73) 

31 Complete gaiety (3,43) 
34 Recce by Western 
Desert force (43,63.6) 
39 Mixture (7) 

41 Pass half century (43) 
43 Following plan (2,7) 

45 Oral (9) 

46 Tangible matter (9) 

47 Swallows rapidly (53) 

48 Phileas Fogg story 
(6353,6,4) 

53 Complicatedly wound 
up (10) 

55 Determined (10) 

57 False (5) 

59 Ascend (5) 

61 Gossip (6) 

62 Breathing disorder (6) 

64 Bright plant (7) 

66 Refraining from al¬ 
cohol (9) 

68 Artist’s studio (7) 

69 Duplicate glasses (5.4) 

71 Nonsense (7) 

72 Drunken revelry (ii) 

73 Not gregarious (7) 

74 In contrary positions 
(233333) 


.-.POSTCODE- 


SOLUTION TO No 46 

ACROSS: 1 Canton 4 Josef 8 inon n »»■ t 
10 Forlorn II Spin 12 Gas ifw^l 9 £?5 iii 
IS Gig 20 Cups 22 Robbers iiu KYuc 
26 Stake 27 Eclair 24Marcuse 25 

DOWN: I Chiffon 2 Nostril X , 

5 Sharp 6 Won g J; 

I7As»yer ID. 20 
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FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 1993 


he Queen: 





CHRISTMAS QUIZZ ES 

from high office to low tricks, who said what? (Answers at foot of page) 




4 “Either he is a jolly 
good Prime Minister and I 
ana a silly old fool who has 
got it wrong. Or he is not a 
good Prime Minister and 
he will go. One of those 
propositions must be true." 



3 “The only publisher in 
whose company a failed 


author could sit at ease.** 


QUOTING 


CAB) N ET PUDDING 


“The Pape’s a silty old fool/* 


*1 > 


1 About what did John 

Major say fin February): “A 
record that he can be 
proud of and that l fully 
support"? 


6 “Aaawww. how could - . 
you ask me that question? — I 


1 Whosafo tovvhom.’Tn 
words far greater than mine 
'Well done, good and 
faithful servant’"? 


am a gentleman.” 


2 Which Cabinet 
minister said: “This is the 
policy of the level killing 
field 1 ? 


2 Who (misquoting) 
inscribed: “Don’t let the 
buggers get you down"? 



3 Who said: “We give the 
impression of being in office 
but not in. power”? 


4 Who said'“We have to 
decide how we are to get out 
of this dreadful hole we 
are in”? 



3 Who quoted Oscar 
Wilde “We've had to face 
eveiy difficulty except 
popularity”? 


4 Who misquoted 


DICTIONARY WATCH 


> misquoted 
George Onvell’s: “Old maids 
biking to Hoty 
Communion through the 
mists of the Autumn 
morning”? 


{ 


5 Which Cabinet 
minister said: “I have the 
British dry-cleaning 
industry dose to my heart”? 


1 Who said: "I won't have 
anything to do with bastard. 
creations like‘Ombudsperson’ ”? 


5 Who asked: “Whafs 
Lyndon Johnson’s maximr 
and what is it? 



2 Where was “MajorisnT 
not defined sufficiently? 


6 


O Who defined a “ratbag’! 
and induded himself in tfe- 
defmition? • - 


Which new film ended 
by quoting Thomas Hood: 
“There is a silence where 
hath been ho sound./There.is 
a silence where ho sound 
may be./In ihe cold grave— 
under the deep, deep sea”? 


v.-e.x 


REMARKS OFTHE YEAR 
Whence came they? 


4 What kmd of people 
require the “JF-factor*: arid 
how would you define it? 




’1} 


1 “I’m sure we’d crack 
open a cup of tea if we won." 


• Where was "Jesui* • 
redefined from "the Founder 
ofniristianity” to“a > 

Jewish preacher regarded tty 
his followers as the Son of 
God incamate"? . 



EXIT LINES 


Z “A notorious playboy 
well known in the cellars of 
the night and in the 
whorehouses throughout 
Europe" 


On whose deaths this year 
were these lines spoken or 
remembered? 


3 “Well, nobody’s dedd: 
At the end of this opera, 
everybody’s dead.” , 


6 What wasdefined by. 
the Longman Dictionary of 
English Language and 
Culture as: “Famotte for its 
temples and other 
beautiful buildings, and is 
also often mentioned as a 
place where there are a lot of- 
prostitutes’’? 


1 


“Now I don’t need to die. 
to .be honoured more than I 
deserve.”. 


2 “She always looked at 
death as her last great - 
voyage,” 


4 “You’re 

Mussolini/You’re Mrs 
.Sweeny/You’re Camemben”. 


5-i 


‘You could see the 
dampness rising from the wet 
raincoats like mist on the 
marshes”. 


6 - 


Lei’s get on with itT 



NUDGE NUDGE 


1 About what did Lord* 
Hailsham say: “I am very 
happy to have them and I 
am also very happy not to 
have them"? 


Z About what did George 
Michael say. “I think you ' 
might be a little shocked”? 


J About what did John 
Wayne Bobbitt say. “It hurt 
a Jen”? 


tc About what did Andrea 
Wonfor say: “No one will be 
moving their genitalia 
about in the aiT? - 


D Who said: "When I look 
back, the fondest memory I 
have is not of the Goons 
but a girl called Julia with 
enormous breastY*?. , 


6 Concerning whatdid 
Samantha Fox say: "All I 
know is that it’s about 


three sides, and this cleansing 
thing”? 


1 i - : — Y 

i ! i. .; '-iv 

y- qTC* 
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THE ten winners of the Magazines 
Cyberspace One competition were sent 
copies of SimFarm. billed by 
Mindscape as “SimCitys country cou¬ 
sin". The ten winners of the 
Cyberspace Two competition will each 
receive a copy of Sim 2000. foe long 
awaited sequel to StmCity. All you 
have to do to win is to tell us your 
favourite hint, wrinkle, tactic, strategy 
or cheat from any — repeat any — 
classic game. 

You should sendyour either typed or 
clearly handwritten suggestions to 
Cyberspace Two. The Times Maga¬ 
zine. 1 Pennington Street. London El 
9XN by December 31. But beware. We 
are familiar with most of the ways of 
cheating the SimCity program, so try 
to be a little original. R*r instance. 
Railroad tycoon is mostly played as a 
train scheduling game, but it can also 
be great fun as a business game and 
there are some ingenious ways of 
ensuring that you end up owning all 
the railroads of the world. Other 
games also offer interesting byways, so 
let us into the secret and soon you will 
be discovering the joys of Sim 2000, 
which is not available in the shops 
until next year. 

In the meantime, here is the verdict 
of one of our Cyberspace One winners, 
Roger Filler of Welwyn Garden City, 
on SimFarm. “I have never been a big 


COMPUTER GAMES 


SimFarm 


fan of The Archers 
and will usually 
reach for the remote 
control when 
Emmerdale appears 
on TV. so I’m finding 
it difficult to explain 
why I am enjoying 
SimFhrm so much. 



for this latest simulation from Maxis 
has none of the characteristics current¬ 
ly in vogue with games designers. 

“ft is not big and brash, requiring 
inordinate amounts of memory ana 
disk space; there is no fantasy apsect to 
it; and if you favour the hack and slash 
style of game-play, forget SimFarm 
and become a French farmer. 
SimFarm is a gentle simulation where 
die most important decisions are. shall 
I plant tomatoes tomorrow or take a 
chance on some lettuce? It sounds 
deadly dull but it is one of the most 
absorbing games I have played for 
months — a strategy game where the 
only thing that gets killed is die pesky 
greenfly. 

"After selecting a piece of land from 


the main map and 
buying some farm 
equipment, you 
choose what you fan¬ 
cy growing from 
over 20 varieties of 
crops which all like 
different soil condi¬ 
tions and need to be 


planted at different tunes. Having 
grown a few vegetables in my time I 
thought 1 knew my onions, and a basic 
knowledge of horticulture mil help you 
up to a point But how many in this 
country know how to grow peanuts or 
tobacco? Pan of the attraction of die 
game is that you need to give every¬ 
thing a try, and if you low all your 
carrots one year, so what? There is 
always the next 

“I made a killing by accident early in 
my first game when I harvested my 
strawberries two weeks early, and sold 
them at an incredibty high price which 
gave me tile capital to buy a dozen 
sheep. The game soon became a 
balancing act between me and the 
elements, the demands of the land and 


those of the bank manager. As the local 
town grows, so do you. You can buy 
extra land when finances permit and if 
you feel like a flutter you can sell your 
produce on the futures market 

“The game can run as fast or as Slow 

as you want, and you can freeze the 
action completely to have a good look 
around your estate, which is useful 
when planning your crop rotation. It is 
also not without humour; one night 
one of my pigs escaped and rampaged 
through a field of strawberries before l 
could shoo him back into his pen. 

“The scrolling of screens takes some 
getting used to, but graphically the 
game is very pleasing. Tractors buzz 
around fields and teams of hands 
suddenly descend on your land when 
hand-picked crops need harvesting. 
You can build roads and fences, site 
irrigation ditches and, if there is a 
water source nearby, install a water 
pump to keep your land irrigated. 

"One fault- the large number of icons 
on ihe screen are very small and can be 
hard to recognise. I also wander what 
happens when at last the perfect form 
is achieved. I have been playing for 
several evenings and still have a long 
way to go. but the time will eventually 
come. Now, if you’ll excuse me ive 
some carrots to plants, the pigs need 
feeding and there’s a fence down in the 
paddock." 


AS THE time of good cheer and peace 
between all anoraks approached. Cix 
was overtaken by a fit of flaming—this 
being the buffeting board term for one 
communicant raging violently at 
another whom he only knows via the 
computer. Most of all the flaming was 
about transport 


ENTER PASSWORD 


John Diamond 


times/ news2 #3525, from dj 
Go catch a train around London in the 
morning and tell me there’s_ not the 
demand for more capacity right now 
and the demand for a reasonable 
quality of service. You say there are 
very few' journeys you could use the 
rube or bus for but that’s the point, you 
silly boy: we need to increase the access 
to public transport with a good quabty 
of service. Just because you are a 
selfish moron who likes to pollute the 
atmosphere, jam up the roads, play 
loud music and not have to carry your 
briefcase doesn’t mean the users of 
public transport should have to suffer. 


(which is what the 
Government pro¬ 
poses with the Jubi¬ 
lee and Cross Rail 
projects) will only in¬ 
crease the pressure 
on the clappectout 
Tube system. To in¬ 
crease the capacity of 
the Central line you 
would have to in¬ 
crease the diameter 
of the tunnels to al¬ 
low bigger trains 
(they cannot get longer because some 
stations are already too short for the 



MN WRIGHT 

existing plant). All 
the rolling stock 
which could take ad¬ 
vantage of this 
woula then be in¬ 
compatible with the 
rest of LRT. creating 
serious operational 
problems. Thirdly, 
the congestion prob¬ 
lems occur primarily 
m the rush-hours. 

Outside of these 
hours the roads are 
relatively quiet: my journey to work 
(Rcfystcai-Shepherds Bush) at 06:15 


JOINING CK 


times/ news2 #3554, from nsyfces 
A trifle simplistic. I’m afraid. 

First of all, what the market wants, 
the market gets, and most people 
(including me] would rather not travel 
than use a train. Secondly, there is no 
way of increasing the capacity of public 
transport in London without knocking 
down buildings. Lengthening the lines 


All you need is a computer — any computer — a modem of at least 1,200 baud 
and a credit-raid number. Your modem instructions will explain how id use 
it to dial 081-3001244 or 1255, the CIX number. Once you’ve made contact, the 
system win guide you through to your first session. CIX costs £25 to join and 
that gets you a full instruction manual. On-line charges are 0.60 an hour 
from 9am to 5pm and £2.40 an hour the rest of the time. To join The Times 
conference, simply type “join times" and you’ll be in. To see what other 
conferences are available, type “show all" and the list wfl] appear on the screen. 


normally takes about an hour com¬ 
pared to 1:45 by BR and LRT. The 
trains are equally congested during 
rush-hours, trnd would be more so if 
people were forced by law to use them. 
Roads are incredibly efficient outside 
rush-hours: they do not need to be 
switched on or staffed. Railways. 
OTOH, are massively labour intensive 
at all times of the day. Also, the cost of 
rolling stock is so high that it can only 
be replaced every 20 or 30 years, again 
causing operational problems we have 
all observed, as wdl as discouraging 
jumps in technology which could 
improve efficiency- The nation’s road 
vehicles, by contrast are renewed 
every ten years. 

times/news2 #3619. from dj 
What’s your answer to London's 
transport problem? 

times/news2 #3632, from acam 
(From a ten-point manifesto). 

1c) Get rid of the geen belt This was 
created so that people could travel cut 
of London and see a bit of green — but 
travel is so rapid these days that the 
gn%n belt could start at Devon while 
making no significant difference. Once 
you stop trying to cram the outskirts of 
London into an area too small for them 
traffic will lighten up. Start shooting 
NIMBYs. The idea that an area will 
remain pleasant forever is daft 


Challenge the 
chess champions 


Fit your wits against heroes past and present and win a 
book in our competition by Raymond Keene 


T o celebrate Christmas. 
New Year and the sup¬ 
port by The Times for 
the 1993 World Chess Champ¬ 
ionship, here are six positions 
by world champions of the 
past and present to be solved 
over the festive season. I am 
looking only for the cham¬ 
pions’ next move, which, in 
each case, would have exerted 
a decisive influence on the 
ftirther course of the game. 
There will be 50 signed copies 
of the book Discover Your 
Chess Strength on offer for the 
winners. 

All die victors in the follow¬ 
ing positions were, or are, 
world champions: Wilhelm 
Steinitz was champion from 
1886 to 1894; Emanuel Lasker 
from 1894 to 1921: lost 
Capablanca from 1921 to 1927; 
Alexander Alekhine from 1927 
to 1935 and from 1937 to 1946: 
Bobby Fischer from 1972 to 
1975; and Garry Kasparov 
from J9S5 to the present 
day. 

In each position, the cham¬ 
pion’s next move was a bril¬ 
liant stroke, sacrificing 
material to force checkmate or 
recoup an overwhelming ma¬ 
terial superiority. 

Good luck solving. 


Black to play. Black has a 
promising attack. What is the 
key move which continues his 
offensive? 


PDsition5 
White: Byrne 
Black: Fischer 
US Championship 1963 
Black to play. Byrne had 
already capitulated, haring 
seen what was in store for 
him. How would Fischer have 
landed the coup de grace ? 



Position3 
While: Bernstein 
Black: Capablanca 
Moscow 1914 

Black to play. Capablanca is a 
pawn down but has a strong 
continuation available. 

What is it? 


bed 
Position 6 
White: Kasparov 
Black: Karpov 
Moscow 1985 

White to play. This position 
looks harmless but Kasparov 
had a trick up his sleeve. What 
was it? 


Position 1 
White: Steinitz 
Black: Chigorin 
Havana 1892 

White to play. How did the 
first world champion crash 
through? 



8 
7 
6 


±*i 
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Position 4 
White: Alekhine 
Black: Lasker 
Zurich 1934 

White to play. How does 
Alekhine crown his kingside 
attack? 


a 
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Position 2 
White: Pillsbury 
Black: Lasker 
St Petersburg 1896 



a b e d e f g h 
In each case, I require only the 
first move of the solution. 

Send your answers on a 
postcard to Challenge the 
Champions, Times Christmas 
Chess Competition, c/o The 
Times. I Pennington Street. 
London El 9XN, to arrive not 
later than Friday January 7. 
1994 The senders of the first 
50 correct answers drawn out 
of the sack will receive a 
signed copy of Discover Your 
Chess Strength (Batsford). 
with 130 diagrams and 144 
pages, normally costing 
£1299. The solution will be 
published in the Times Maga¬ 
zine on Saturday January’ 15. 
Normal Times competition 
rules apply. 


Be your own 
bridge judge 


There are more books to be won in Albert Dormer’s 


seasonal competition — this year with a twist 


T his year the Christmas 
competition takes a new 
and perhaps more prac¬ 
tical form, (t wul be marked 
wholly by the consensus of 
those who submit entries. 

You are asked to imagine 
that you are playing cut-in in 
your usual circle, bur with a 
strange partner. “Standard, 
variable no-trump. Stayman 
and Blackwood,” is the wily 
protocol you have the time — 
and perhaps the inclination — 
to establish. 

Marks out of 20 for each 
problem will be derived from 
the answers submitted by 
solvers. If there are, say. 240 
votes for the most popular call 
and 180 for the next most 
popular, the two caffs noil 
receive 20 and 15 marks re¬ 
spectively, and so on. 

The solver should aim to 
identify the calls mast likely to 
succeed in real life between 
players who are not regular 
partners. 

There will be ten prizewin¬ 
ners. The first receives £50. the 
next four £25, phis a copy of 
Larry Cohen’s new book. 7b 
Bid Or Not To Bid. The next 
five will receive the book: Ties 
will be broken by lucky dip. 

Entries must be received by 
January 14 and should be 
addressed to The Times Maga¬ 
zine, I Pennington Street. 
London El 9XN. Please mark 
the envelope "Bridge Competi¬ 
tion" in the top left-hand 
comer. Solutions and winners’ 
names will appear on January 
29 and the problems will be 
discussed that week and the 
following week. 


What should South call with 
this hand? 

*A6 VK1085 *84 *QJ852 


2. Neither side vulnerable, 
w n e s 


No 


3* 


No 


1* 

? 


What should South rail? 

*AJ9764V- 4KJ96 *A103 

3. East-West vulnerable 


w 


N 


NO 

NO 


tv 

2 * 


No 

No 


a* 


author, of the kind that is 
needed for success in the 
modem game. Team scoring 
is assumed. 

In each of 33 deals, the 
reader is presented with bid¬ 
ding problems ai different 
stages of the auction. Then he 
is tested on the play of the 
hand. At all stages, points are 
awarded for correct derisions 
and there is discussion of the 
underlying reasoning. 

Ibis is rate of the simpler 
play problems, but it is quite 
attractive. Cover up the East- 
Westcards. (When reading the 
book you wont need to do 
that as the problems are 
suitably set out) 


What should South caff? 
6032 V1053 ♦AKQ1043 *5 


* A97G53 
V 10 7 2 

* 85 

* K4 


4. East-West vulnerable 
w n e s 


3* NO 



What should South call? 
*082 VQ54 #J863 «A62 


5. East-West vulnerable 
w n e s 


* KJ1D8 
V K5 

• AOZ 

♦ AOJ3 


No 


3V 


1* 

3* 


IV 


What should South caff? 

*74 3 VAJB64 ♦- *Oj752 


The problems 


1. Neither side vulnerable, the 
bidding goes: 

w n e s 


2 * 


1* 

NO 


2 * 

No 


Dbte 

? 


BOOK REVIEW 

A new book. Test Your Bridge 
Judgement, is by Barry RigaL 
a leading player who is also 
well known as a magazine 
contributor and Vu-Graph 
commentator at international 
events. 

The main focus is to develop 
the reader’s judgment within 
the framework of a standard- 
based — but disciplined — 
bidding style, defined by the 


The contract is 64 and West 
leads the *10, which you win 
with the king. Trumps are 2-1 
but how do you play? 

You must, for starters, un¬ 
block with the jack or 10 when 
playing dummy’s *A. After a 
second round of trumps, you 
cash the clubs, discarding 
hearts from dummy; then 
cross with the *S to dummy’s 9 
and lead dummy’s last heart 
With this sequence you have 
two chances: if East has the 
YA. a diamond from dummy 
will go away rat the *K; and if 
he has not. you can raff a heart 
and take the diamond finesse. 

The improving tournament 
player wfl] find this book 
instructive and enjoyable. Pa¬ 
perback, 174 pages, £9.99, 
published by Cadogan Bridge. 


PICTURE OUOTES: Graham Taylor — quote 6: Jeremy Faxman 
5 ton being Smilted u> the Garrick dub 01 ' &oddn»wTKSjjEinma 
Thompson — 1; Michael Jackson — 3; Duchess of York 2: John 

CABINET PUDDING; 1. Norman Lament* ream!as Chancellor. 
1 Douglas Huid on lifting the amts of 

Muslims only. 3. Norman Lament in his resignation statement. 4. 

Kenneth Clarke fin May). 5. John Gwnmer. _ 

REMARKS OFTHE YEAR: I. Salvation Army swkesperttm about 

lL ... I B n -■ 4 Tlu, Irani m’UKMKT O0J 

the Nor 
Wales. 


'MARKS OF THE YEAR: I, Salvation Army spoksperton anraii 
■ NoMFteSpSSTzThelraqi newspaper Bab* on the Pmce of 
ties. 3. Sir Patrick Mayhew after Belfast explosion. He was ai 


Lucia di Lammermoor. A. Lord Rees-Mogg on John Major. 5. Clare 
Short MP on the Pope’s birth a»Bul views. 6. Michael Jackson when 
asked on TV if he was a virgin. 

DICTIONARY WATCH: LWOHorn Rod, the PCA or Ombudsman. 

2. The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary (the word is included but 
with no indication of what it might mean]. 3. David Banks, Daily 
Mirror editor, used the word of himself and the man who sold the gym 
photos of the Princess of Wales. 4. Presenters at GMTV breakfast 
television; 'fanriabitity-fector" is rate definition. 5. The New Shorter 
Oxford English Dictionary. 6, Bangkok, 

QUOTING: I. Lady Thatcher bidding farewell to President Bush 


and quoting Matthew 25£1 or Luke 19:1?. 2. Michael Mates on the 
watch he gave to AS3 Nadir—die cod Latin Nil carborundum iUegilimi 
is usually translated as “don't Jet the buggers grind you down". 1 Sir 
Norman Fowler at Conservative Party Conference time. 4. John Major 
said: “Old maids bicycling to Holy Communion through the morning 
mist" 5. John Major in the ‘’bastards* conversation: (LBJ on why he kept 
J. Edgar Hoover at the FBI: “rid much rather have that fellow inside my 
tent pissing out, than outside my tent pissing in.") 6. The Piano. 

EXIT LINES: 1. Feterico Fellini had spoken them earlier in the year on 
receiving a special Oscar. 2 John (Jocfc) Murray, publisher, of Dams 
Freya Stark, 3. Anon of John (Jock) Murray. 4. Margaret Duchess of 


Argyll, included by Cote Porter in “You’re the Top- when she was Mrs 
Charles Sweeny. 5. Les Dawson {oftmatin&s at Bridlington). 6. Nat Mills 
variety star. 

NUDGE NUDGE: I. On the admission of women to “gentlemen onhr 
gibs. I Passing a note of his earnings to a High Cram judge. 1. Having 
his penis cut off by his wife. 4, Commissioning a nude chat show an 
Chan^4. 5. Spike Milligan on hisTSth 

5/2 1 * f? the Reiser and presenter of BBC Radio 

fSti SSEf*"™ aml " ,iar 01 v™*” DiaU ”™y 1 
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Heart of England repays a debt 


MICHAEL POWEU- 


n August 1990 at the 
Lenin Shipyard in 
Gdansk, an unemployed 
electrician with a walrus 
moustache stood up on a 
bulldozer and called for a 
strike. Two weeks later, "Soli¬ 
darity" was formed and the 
first screw was loosened in die 
Soviet empire. 

ft was a slow process. By 
1982 Poland was under mar¬ 
tial law and Lech Walesa, 
along with 10,000 Solidarity 
activists, was imprisoned. The 
economy had ground to a halt 
There were desperate short¬ 
ages of food, clothing and 
medicines. 

Across Western Europe, or¬ 
ganisations and individuals 
collected and shipped sup¬ 
plies. But aid is a slave to 
fashion. Twelve years later 
only a fraction of those who set 
out in early 1982 are still on the 
road. Among those who have 
stuck with the cause is Help 
Poland Fund, founded by die 
Marchioness of Salisbury and 
Mrs Nicholas Beaumont, with 
its depot at Hatfield House. 

For one of the great houses 
of England, Hatfield sits a 
little incongruously, its 
ground penned in by subur¬ 
ban Hertfordshire. The statue 
of Robert Arthur Talbot 
Gas goyn e-Cecil, the third 
marquess, glowers from the 
gates across the dual carriage¬ 
way towards the tea-shop in 
the car park of the station. 

The Cedis have shored up 
the government of England for 
long stretches of the past 400 
years. They have tended to 
many impressive women. The 
first Marchioness of Salisbury 
hunted to the age of 85. half 
blind, strapped to her saddle, 
accompanied by a groom her¬ 
alding each fence with "Jump, 
dammit, my lady, jump!” The 
Duke of Wellington so adored 
her successor that he wore the 
coat of the Hatfield Hounds on 
his campaigns and festooned 
the staircases of the house with 
enemy standards captured at 
Waterloo. 

In my time I have met a 
number of truck drivers. None 
of them looked the slightest 
like the present marchioness. 

In her drawing-room, looking 
over the grounds where Eliza¬ 
beth I was told the news of her 
succession, my first impres¬ 
sion was that the truck had not 
yet been invented. In her high 
lace collar, the marchioness 
seems to belong more to the 

S e of the Armada than the 
lannel Tunnel. 

Help Poland Fund, for 
which Lady Salisbury drives 
24-ton trucks, was bom partly 
from gratitude for help during 
the Second World War. and 
guilt for afterwards abandon¬ 
ing the country to Stalin. To 
Lady Salisbury, it is bitter 
irony that we entered the 
conflict for Poland's sake. 

The history of Poland is one 
of bravery and suffering. The 
country has been cursed by 
geography, sandwiched be¬ 
tween ambitious empires. In 
1795, a century after King John 
Sobieski and his winged Pol¬ 
ish Hussars had saved Chris¬ 
tian Europe from the Turks at 



Lady Salisbury 
believes that 
without the 
help of Polish 
airmen we 
would have 
lost the Battle 
of Britain 



Over the next six years, 
millions were shipped as slave 
labour to Russia and 
Germany. Four and a half 
million died: 200,000 children 
were kidnapped for "German- 
isation". Despite gruesome re¬ 
prisals, the Resistance fought 
on. Finally, in the late summer 
of 1944. with the Red Army 
entering the city’s eastern sub¬ 
urbs. Warsaw rose in revolt 
against the Germans. They 
fought for six weeks while 
Stalin halted die Russian ad¬ 
vance, refused to help with 
arms and ammunition or to 
refuel Allied planes flying 
supplies from Italy, and 
waited for the Waffen SS to 
retake the city, butchering 
from house to house. 

Part of tiie Palish fleet along 
with thousands of Polish sol¬ 
diers and airmen, had escaped 
to the allied lines in 1939. One 
in ten pilots in the RAF was 
Polish. Lady Salisbury be¬ 
lieves that without the Polish 
airmen we would have lost the 
Battle of Britain. 

Poland’s reward was the 
liquidation of its national re- 


PLEASE HELP A LITTLE 
DONKEY IN DISTRESS 



This terribly 
emaciated donkey is 
called Sara - one of 
35 donkeys rescued 
from a dealer in 
Blackpool. 




Many of these poor 
donkeys were forced 
to work by day on the 
beaches and by night 
were kept in horrific 
conditions often up to 
their knees in dung 
with little or no feed 
to sustain them. 


* 




* 




They are now safely 
in the Sanctuary, 
recovering from their 
terrible ordeaL We 
must continue to 
tighten conditions so 
a reoccurrence of this 
terrible situation can 
be prevented. 


; Your donation will make sure Sara and her friends can, 
| at last, have a happy Christmas. 


PLEASE HELP US TO HELP THEM 



(To help The Donkey Sanctuary, 

| Please send donations to: 

I The Donkey Sanctuary, (Deptazi), 
jSidmouth, Devon. EXlO QNU 
] Tel: (0395) 578222 
; Enquiries to Dr EJX Svendsen, MSJL, D.VALS. 

jl enclose Cbeqne/Postal Order for £____ 

•Name: Mx/Mrs/Miss__ 

Address--- - 


PostCode 


(Dept Y4 


James Hepburn 

meets the 


Marchioness of 


Salisbury to 


learn about her 


charitable 


mission to 


help Poland 


the gates of Vienna, his coun¬ 
try was struck from the map. 
parcelled between Russia. 
Austria and Prussia. Poland 
re-emerged after the First 

World War as an independent 
state. Twenty years later, pro¬ 
tected by flawed guarantees 
from tiie Allies, its forces 
hopelessly split and 21- 

equipped. its western borders 
were overrun by Hitler, and 
Russia gobbled up the east 


sistance and a pro-Soviet Com¬ 
munist government, Members 
of the Free Polish Forces were 
allowed to remain in Britain 
but encouraged to return 
home an the bad; of Stalin's 
empty promises. 

Help Poland Ftind made its 
first journey in April 1982. 
Volunteers crossed from East 
Germany in three trucks load¬ 
ed with medicine and clothing. 
They had no contacts and not 
a word of Polish. At the time, 
the Catholic church was the 
one reliable point of distribu¬ 
tion. They readied a town 
centre and asked for the priest 
Since then they have made two 
or three journeys a year and 
now work directly with or¬ 
phanages and hospitals. 

The organisation concen¬ 
trates on meeting the emer¬ 
gency needs of children. It is 
sustained by donations and 
the work of volunteers, who 
run the shop at Hatfield 
House. They work fromiists of 
vital requirements provided 
by the recipients. Their first 
trucks were scrounged from 
scrapyards, but they now own 
a cut-price ex-Royal Mail vehi¬ 
cle donated tty Rotoract 

Since 1982, it has become 
more difficult to attract do¬ 
nors. As tiie Iran Curtain 
began to crumble. Poland 
became yesterday’s cause. 
From December 1989. Roma¬ 
nia seized tiie public's imagi¬ 
nation. Anyone with a Transit 
van and a feel for disintegrat¬ 
ing empires headed for 
Timisoara. 

Help Poland Fund has 
stayed loyal. Lady Salisbury 
talks of an orphanage run fay 
six nuns for handicapped 
children in LOdz. Many of the 
children cannot move; most 
are incontinent When Help 
Poland Fund first made con¬ 
tact the nuns had no soap, but 
the children and the sheets 
were spotless. They now have 
washing and drying ma¬ 
chines. Even so. she sees tiie 
need now as greater than ever. 



Lady Salisbury at Hatfield House and (above left) in the Help Poland Fund charity shop 


Anything can be bought in the 
Polish shops, but only foreign¬ 
ers. the lucky and the c riminal 
can pay tiie prices. The post¬ 
war drive for industrialisation 
has left a horrible legacy of 
pollution. Katowice is perhaps 
the most poisoned place in 
Europe — the arid rain is so 
concentrated that it has eaten 
the railway lines and dissolved 
the gold on the roof of Cracow 
cathedral, 40 miles away. 
Prices approaching Western 


level have left great chunks of 
the population behind. There 
are 600 children in the War¬ 
saw Heart Hospital with dis¬ 
eases caused by pollution. 
Whatever can make money is 
exported, but there is little 
cash to spare for reform or 
development Now, at last 
Poland has its own factory for 
making hypodermic syringes, 
but little to put inside them. 

There is none of tiie “Lady 
Bountiful” about Lady Salis¬ 


bury and the work of Help 
Poland Fund. The Poles have 
too mud\ pride for that She 
talks of villages insisting on 
pooling a monthly meat ration 
that would fit between the 
buns of a small hamburger to 
feed her and her companions, 
of improbable acts of generos¬ 
ity on pitted roads in forgotten 
comers. There is no charity 
here. It is a small way towards 
making amends. 

• Help Poland Fund.0707260228. 


Music is free in Moscow 


Season’s 


greetings 
from Father 


Frost and 


Red Square 



THE Moscow 
Times, indis¬ 
pensable organ 
of the ex-pat 
community, 
landed today 
bearing the 
realty impor- 
“The 


tarn news of the month. 
Stockmann’S truck arrives on 
Tuesday from Finland with 
1,500 turkeys" it trumpeted, 
and forth we rushed to bag 
ours, schooled in the Russian 
habit of buying anything un¬ 
usual lest it disappear by the 
next morning- 

For a city of ten million 
Moscow still lives up to its old 
nickname of the bolshaya 
derevnya , or big village. For¬ 
eigners’ Moscow is a very 
small place indeed. Our one 
choir has just performed Mes¬ 
siahs which both the British 
and American ambassadors 
dutifully attended Invitations 
to six Christmas parties are 
assured, all of which will be 
attended by the same people. 
like good village folk, we 
carefully plot our social calen¬ 
dars so that these occasions 
never strain community loyal¬ 
ties. 

Festive cheer does not al¬ 
ways extend to Russian 
ofiaals, however. The traffic 
police have got wise to the 
number of bnbes that can be 
collected after Christmas par¬ 
ties. But there is the occasional 
unexpected glow of humanity 
in a dark place. One customs 
officer at Sheremetevo airport, 
despite looking askance at two 
large jars of undeclared 
mincemeat, heeded my sea¬ 
sonal special pleading and 
desisted from plunging his 
grubby fingers into the mix¬ 
ture in search of illegal 
substances. 


Had 1 harboured the slight¬ 
est doubts about repealing the 
celebrations on a grand scale, 
they were dispelled fay a® 
enthusiasm of my Russian 
guests last year over celebrat¬ 
ing a festival downgraded fay 
communism in favour of the 
godless New .Year. Nikolai, 
the office driver, declared the 
ginger ale proffered withins 
pre-prandial whisky to be the 
most delirious thing he had 
ever tasted, and declined fur¬ 
ther offers of the hard stuff in 
favour of tumblers faU of the 
mixer. Brandy butter was 
hailed as a culinary master¬ 
piece. The Queen'S speech, 
courtesy of cable television, 
had everyone mesmerised. 
Arty disappointment suffered 
by me Russian guest last time 
round, when he discovered 
that the pudding was not 
served inside die turkey as 
rumoured, was thankfully 
transient and the bizarre Brit-, 
ish habit of eating quantities 
of bofled vegetables with toe 
meat course was mastered 
politely, if without conviction. 

. Nowadays of course, we 
have it easy. Three years ago a _ 
certain Soviet ministry,- no* 
prizes for guessing which, was 
still pursuing the unlovely 
tradition of staging a press 
conference on the afternoon of 
Christinas Day,, specially 
scheduled to disrupt the festiv¬ 
ities. Even tiie usually fatfgn- 
er-friendiy Mr Gorbachev 
chose to declare the Soviet 
Union defunct on Christmas 
Day 1991. making it a very 
short day off for correspon¬ 
dents and diplomats, who 
spent the rest of the day trying 
to prophesy the future of a 
sixth of the world’s surface for 
the benefit of their offices in 
London. 



The reindeer herd go shopping 


Tonight, Santa’s transport division 


will be sleighing the world with 


gifts. Jenny McClean caught up 


with his reindeer at Ilford, Essex 


Ai 


crowded town centre is 
not the obvious place to 
spot a group of rein¬ 
deer. Yet there they were, 
grunting contentedly and 
munching hay. to the delight 
of Christinas shoppers. 

The animals were part of 
The Cairngorm Reindeer 
Herd, the only one of its kind 
in Britain, and were on their 
fifth annual tour of shopping 
centres to raise funds to sup¬ 
port the 90-strong herd run by 
Elizabeth Smith and her hus¬ 
band. Alan, at Aviemore. In¬ 
verness-shire. 

Mrs Smith enjoys touring 
more than her husband does: 
'Alan cant wait to get bad; to 

lie hfilnuwi hillr ** cha m«k> 


According to the Natural Hist¬ 
ory Museum in London, the 
most recent evidence of indige¬ 
nous reindeer comes from a 
cave in Sutherland and dates 
back 8300 years. A 12th- 
century saga citing reindeer in 
Orkney has yet to be backed 
by archaeological finds. 

In 1978. Mr Smith, then a 


although he jumped at the 
chance to be with her at the 
first International Festival for 
the World's Reindeer Herders, 
held in Norway recertify. 

On the forecourt of the 
Exchange shopping centre at 
Dford. Essex, one of the tom- 
stops. the reindeer looked san¬ 
guine- Being herd animals, 
they are happy so long as they 
are with their fellows, Mrs 
Smith says. 

The Smiths run three tour¬ 
ing teams with tiie bdp of 
former friends from Scotland 
and Wales. Each team com¬ 
prises four geldings and, usu¬ 
ally, a calf — in this case, a six- 
month-old called Wolf, whose 
antlers looked like two pencils 
sticking out of his head. 

At most venues, two of the 
adults pull a sleigh for 15 
minutes or so while the two 
“spare wheels” and the calf 
walk behind. The shopping 
centre provides the Father 
Christmas. The spectacle is 
impressive and a huge draw; 
at Uxbridge Pavilions, west 
London, last year they attract¬ 
ed 3,000 people, much to the 
traders' delight A public rela¬ 
tions manager said: “Reindeer 
are brilliant and less tempera¬ 
mental than your average 
‘Bart Simpson* or 'Snoopy*; 
they don't shout at children 
from inside the costume.” 

Reindeer were reintroduced 
to Britain from Scandinavia in 
1952 by a Swede, Mike! Utsi. 




Ifs not often chDdren get to meet Santa’s antlered helpere - particuMy 


in Ilford 


Elizabeth Smith on tour with her reindeer fund-raisers 


teenager, went to work for Mr 
Utsi as a keeper, and later 
managed the herd for Mrs 
Utsi after her husband died. 
He met his wife, a zoology 
graduate from Bristol Univer¬ 
sity. in 1981 when she joined as 


a volunteer. After Mrs Utsi'S 
death' in 1988, the caiple 
bought the herd from the 
family, developed the visitors' 
centre and launched an adopt- 
a-reindeer support scheme. 
Their most popular animal is 


Ferrari, a little white two-year- 
old, who has about 20 paid-up 
supporters. 

The reindeer are not kilted 
for meat or leather, and all 
have names: yes. there was a 
Rudolph, though he has long 
since joined the great sleigh- 
team m the sky. 

“Our aim is to build the 
herd up to about 200 and take 
on more sites,” Mrs Smith 
says. “Where we are now, we 
have problems with attacks by 
dogs, and with the deer eating 
litter. In an ideal world. I 
would have reindeer all over 
the Scottish hills.” 

The Smith's 90 dew live in a 
6JXXKacre enclosure, and feed 
on moss, grass, plants such as 
heather, and are given food 
supplements. Their favoured 
habitat would be on hillsides 
at 2.000-3,000ft but in this 
area the grazing is too poor. 

“Reindeer are extremely 
hardy, with wonderfully shag- 


sheep aren't" Mrs Smith says. 
“Although they are in competi¬ 
tion with other browsers, such 
as red deer, they ignore them. 
There’S no hybridisation and 
mere are no longer any carni¬ 
vores to prey on them. They 
lead a very quiet life." 

Mrs Smith has noticed a 
difference between her rein¬ 
deer and those in zoos "who 
aonj have these lovely white 

markings underneath, and are 

more nervous." 


C ftamty. the five rein¬ 
deer at Ilford showed 


Getting the deer into their 

tounng transporter is not the 
problem it might seem. “They 
just walk m and know how to 
avoid each other’s antlers, “ 
Mrs Smith says. In any case, 
many of them will have lost 
“icir antlers by late autumn. 
Eight-year-old Johan has just 

hSE? ^ of his splendid 

giving him a lop¬ 
sided look, and all the adults 
"We shedding the velvet cov- 

Slujr 6 ^ 8 the * oHd 

^ 0nl V deer in 
which both sexes are antlered. 
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jingle their bells and ruffle the 
animals' for. 

“Our reindeer are tame 
because they are used to 
people." Mrs Smith says. “We 

tate tourists out on to the hills 

and our children — Alex, 
eight, and Fiona, seven — 


gy coats. TheydorKXdam^e help, The deer wS JKJL 
toeir enviromnent and are m call, though wesomerimL;!. 
harmony with it in a way that a collie 


as Ferrari, will 
set, a fact which 
SO worried one young lad he 
rent her a pair, 
“Unfortunately." Mrs smith 
*f re was difficulty 
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^ ut other jollities do not come cheap. Anne McElvoy reports on the festivities among the expatriate community 



Goods may be in 
short supply, but 
there is plenty of 
festive decoration on 
show in this 
department store 
(right), even though 
Christmas trees 
were once 
denounced as a 
“bourgeois 
diversion”. Below. 
Father Frost leaves 
these Muscovites 
rather unamused, 
but a festive meal 
for most people 
(bottom) should 
restore good 
humour—party 
guests consider it 
insulting to bring a 
bottle, but every new 
arrival bears 
more food 



Snow decorates St Basil’s cathedral in Moscow; even Boris Yeltsin will be going to church on January 6, the eve of the Russian Christmas, now restored as a public holiday 


But in die village, we keep a 
sense of perspective about 
such matters. The rendition of 
Messiah* while hardly a per¬ 
formance worthy of the 
massed ranks of the Hudders¬ 
field Choral Society, had us in 
a state of suspense for weeks 
beforehand. Black bow ties 
proved a tricky accoutrement 
to find, but they arrived cour¬ 
tesy of a friendly American 
entrepreneur just in time. 

The orchestra lent for the 
occasion by the Moscow con¬ 
servatory turned out never to 
have seen the work before, so 
the notes were not always in 
the order Handel intended 
them. Tatiana the soloist had a 
problem pronouncing “th". 
but this was more titan com¬ 
pensated for by the look of 


pure joy on her face as she 
sang “I know that My Re¬ 
deemer Livetfi" in the bare 
Anglican Church expropriat¬ 
ed by the Bolsheviks in 1920, 
and only now being restored. 
“Why should the Nations so 
Furiously Rage Together?" 
seemed particularly apposite 
in this part of the world, too. 

Music is free, but other 
jollities do not come cheap in a 
dty which has now overtaken 
Hong Kong for food and 
restaurant prices. Our one 
cheap luxury, caviar, has qua¬ 
drupled in price since the 
government kicked Caucasian 
market traders out of Moscow 
in an over-enthusiastic damp- 
down on organised afrne. 
Christinas dinner ingredients 
for ten last year oost £200, and 


since then both dollar and 
rouble inflation have galloped 
faster than Santa's reindeer, 
so I am going to take my credit 
-card to Stockmann’s and sign 
on Ae dotted line without 
inspecting the total, lest the 
shock bring out Scrooge-blce 
tendencies. 

Boris Yeltsin, keen to recov¬ 
er pre-revolutionaiy tradi¬ 
tions, will attend tiie Orthodox 
vigil in the Kremlin cathedral 
on January 6, the eve of the 
Russian Christinas Day 
which has been restored as a 
public holiday. But most 
people have forgotten how to 
celebrate .Rozftdestvo, and the 
Church is unlikely to have 
much success in reintroducing 
the tradition of the ascetic 
Advent running up to the day. 


At least Ded Mams (Briber 
Fbost) proved communist- 
proof. and Christinas trees 
managed to survive a hefty 
ideological debate just after 
the Revolution when a special 
commission, anxious to out- 
Lenin Lenin for sheer dis¬ 
agreeableness, sought to ban 
them as a bourgeois diversion. 

One thing the revolutionar¬ 
ies did manage to destroy, first 
by collectivisation, later by 
bone-headed agricultural mis¬ 
management was seasonal 
feasting. The weekly magazine 
Ogortyok has had to remind 
its readers what Yuletide fare 
should consist of — pirogi (tiny 
glazed pies filled with meat or 
mushrooms), Sounder, goose 
giblet soup with cognac, roast 
fowl with pickled cabbage. 


sesame seeds and raugwort, 
fried stuffed pork with baked 
apple and fruit tart to follow. 
No longer. Asked what mod¬ 
em Russians eat at home on 
the day, a friend replied 
sourly: Whatever we can find 
in the shops.” 

Still, one of this country’s 
great mysteries is that what 
appears on the table far ex¬ 
ceeds what is on the shelves. 
No guest would dream of 
bringing a bottle to a New 
Year party (bad manners: 
implies that the host is needy 
or a drunk), but supplemen¬ 
tary dishes appear with every 
new arrival, however late. So 
by -4am, when the western 
world has slumped into a 
coma awash with unabsorbed 
alcohol, the Russians axe sit¬ 


ting down to a roasted chicken 
in anticipation of opening yet 
another bode of Stolichnaya or 
sweet sparkling wine 
afterwards. 

“Poor youl” reads one card 
from a friend who can think of 
no worse fate than 
December 25 in Russia, 
humbug to him. He has not 
seen the Kremlin's red stars, 
stark symbols of ideology, 
transformed into seasonal dec¬ 
orations winking in the navy- 
blue night sky, nor skated in 
Gorky Park, nor opened a 
small package left inside his 
boots and disgorging seven 
Father Frost matroushka 
dolls, each tinier and more 
exquisite than the last S 
Rozhdestvom from the biggest 
village of alL 



CORRECTION: Hackett (Weekend, December 18) is at 
137-138 Sloane St, London SW1 (071-730 3331). Braxted Park 
9)621892305) is available to let in August and September. 



THE WORD 

Or rather the suffix: fest. Has slightly 
derogatory air and can be added to most 
nouns, such us smirkfest, tovefest 
schrnoozefest etc. Useful in the festive 
season. 

THE MAIL 

Nobody who is anybody actually shops 
in the old-fashioned way —you know, in 
person with cash. Instead. Christinas 
shopping is done at home in less Than an 
hour with the classy J. Crew, L. L. Bean 
and Nieman Marcus catalogues. The J. 
Peterson catalogue is illustrated with 
paintings of each hem. such as Edwar¬ 
dian riding waistcoats, and is a joy to 
peruse in bed, with phone and credit 
card to hand. If you order on December 
23. most American mail-order com¬ 
panies will deliver gift-wrapped 
presents on Christmas Eve. . 

THE GRAFFITI I 

Skinny model Kate Moss’s latest adver¬ 
tisements for Calvin Klein underwear 
have been appropriated by the enemy. 
On bus shelters across Manhattan. 
“Anorexia" signs have been pasted on 
her stomach or “Feed roe" stickers on 
her mouth- 


lTOY , , .. _ 

O. Schwarz. New York's biggest 
lop. is selling out of Balzacs, giant 
rical objects which can be sat on or 

wi. A clever combo of ball and sack 

ac. geddit). the balloon mside the 
y printed cloth cover can be 
iced every time your child destroys 
th something sharp. 


New York 



THE SPA 

For the frazzled executive who knows 
that “each of us has the knowledge and 
ability to live life as a balanced, healthy 
person" the spot of choice is the New 
Age Health Spa in Neversink. outside 
New York. Using ancient knowledge, 
hiking, Pai Chi, yoga and sprout 
sandwiches, you too can find your inner 
child for a mere $125 a day. 

THE GRAFFITI II 
The “Walk — don’t walk" traffic signs 
have gone philosophical Graffiti artist 
StrSup (Straight Up) puts new letters 
over the lights, to read: “To be — or not 
to be" and "Consume — conform". 


THE SHOE 

Bost-platform, the toddler's sandal for 
adults had to come. Looking very much 
like the Clark’s or Startrite sandal of 
yore, adults are expected to pay $235 for 
tins infantflismg look from Peter Fox 
Shoes. Slogan? “You're as young as you 
feeL" 

THE ANGEL 

If Michelangelo had copyright on those 
putti* he could have retired from the 
mural business much earlier. The first 
shop dedicated to the species has just 
opened in New York- Called Everything 
Angels, it stocks brooches, soaps, ear¬ 
rings. posters, angel biscuit cutters and, 
of course, the Cherub Catalogue “for all 
your spiritual needs". 

THE CHANNEL 

The chattering classes have abandoned 
the CNN news channel as their tele¬ 
vision wallpaper and have turned, en 
masse* to Court TV. Live coverage of 
Mafia trials is a perennial delight 

Kate Muir 



B) The emergence of a 
ip called Culture Babes. 

ence of marriage-guidance 

_- MIC 


wntown society hostess 
sch will have 43 drag 
iesmaids at her wedding 
e’s Day. one for each year 
3 J True. Over monthly 
se twenty and thirty- 
men intend to reclaim the 
C) False. But watch this 



space. 


IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1494 
BEGAN PRODUCTION OF THE 

world’s Finest liquor . . . 

Now, 506 years on, yon have the 
opportunity to enfpy tbe authentic flavours 
and the privileges of membership of 

THE 

WHISKY 

CONNOISSEUR 

77te nectar dial comes from the desolate country of 
lonely glens, windswept hills, fierce torrents, was 
developed to warm the inner self. Its anique 
essences and fragrances start by titillating your 
nose with wondrous aromas. Your palate is blessed 
with superb daoours which drift down slowly - and 
warmly - through the gullet to your stomach. 

Spreading gentle fire to the extremities. Truly the 
Water of Life gives you strength and hope. As 
Highland author Neil Gunn wrote:- “the noble 
works of creation are made manifest". 

An Authentic Flavour 

The Whisky Connoisseur’s Club brings you the 
world's greatest spirit From the advent of blending 
by men like John Walker and Arthur Bell in the , 

19th century, pure malt whisky became the CJL*,*. _ _/, 

privilege of a small band of cognoscenti Recently '&*”**' *n**€*to 0 M, €& 
there has been increasing interest - bat most 
bottlings of single malts are not at original 

strength, and are restricted to specific ages. Only _____ 

occasionally has the connoisseur been able to MOW THE CLUB WORKS 

obtain bottling of cask strength malt whiskies - Re^dar programmes offer you a wide choke of different boatings of whisky, with 
unchtiled, unfiltered, and undiluted. Now Scotch tasting notes. These include rare Highland or Island malts — matured at the 

distillery far many years before bottling at cask strength. To cover administration 




whisky can again be savoured in its purest form. 

Exclusive and rare 

77re Whisky Connoisseur will supply you as a 
member with the finest and rarest of malt whiskies 
- exclusive boatings of single casks numbered and 
dated And at their original strength. All too often 
these have been blended, denying the connoisseur 
the chance to enjoy their unique flavours. Now you 
can obtain them fin-yourself. 

You will also discover difficult to find blends, and 
some exceedingly fine miniature drams. Vintage 
whiskies appear, some from distilleries long 
dosed. With the world record fora bottle of whisky 
recently topping 547,000, who knows what gems 
you will find! If you love fine whisky, enjoy 
entertaining, or just fancy an occasional treat* join 
the Whisky Connoisseur Club and indulge your 
taste bads with the fruit of the world’s finest 
distilleries. 

A NOSE FOR A DRAM 

77ie tasting panel includes a master blender - 
former production director of one of Scotland's 
leading whisky companies, and a group of 
distinguished people whose expertise and ‘nose’ 
tor fine whisky — allows them to select only the 
finest drams for members of The Whisky 
Connoisseur. 

OF PUBS AND LAWYERS 

The Club's founder is Arthur JJL Bell, author of 
the best selling “The Complete Edinburgh Pub 
Guide” an exercise 
out whilst a student! He 

Gourmet in 1977, Britain’s top diningbypost club. J Name/ 
shipping thousands of orders monthly. j Tate_ _ — __ 

A few years ago. he was at the centre of a famous | Plwe ^ 

court battle with Guinness, owners of Arthur Bell & | n 

Sons FI C over the use of his name. It was upheld I 
that “a man has the right to trade under his own | """ 

name" - and, as he has done for almost 20 years, | credit Cart No _ 

Arthur JJL Bell continues to offer his customers 1 OfambaMe) 


costs, a small annual membership fee is necessary. However, we believe you will 
find a exceptional value for money af the special 25% discount rate for readers of 
The Tunes, and in the unlikely event of your dissatisfaction, your fee will be 
returned in fulL You are under no obligation to purchase, and privacy is assured 

YOU CAN ENJOY MEMBERSHIP 

One-year membership costs 5/0*. and on joining you receive: -kA cask-strengti 
(9!J°ProoO Islay dram, ★ ‘Whisky Compass’ tasting guide to Scotch whisky, ami 
•hnewsletter updates and regular special offers. Floe-year membership costs 
530\ and additionally you receive Sr a set of four more malt miniatures n line 
★a distilleries map. lifetime Membership is just 550*. and you receive a further 
gift of ha genuine whisky nosing glass. 

* But you don't need to pay the toll membership prices... 

Fill in the form today — and 
begin to enjoy this superb new 
service at 25% discount for 
readers of “The Times ' 
■^THE 
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Action plan for 
bargain hunters 


LONDON STORES 

□ Arding& Hobbs 
Clapham Junction. SW1! 
(071-2288877). Dec 27 
onwards. 

Selected linens, cookware, 
electrical and china reduced 
by at least 50 per cent Fashion 
bargains include Jacques Vert 
printed blouse reduced from 
£69 to £34.50. 

□ Debenhams 

Otfond Street, W1(071-530 
3000) and branches. Dec27 
onwards (Dec 26 in 
Scotland, closed Jan I). 

Big “Early Bird" discounts on 
first day of sale, 8.30am-i0am 
in England and Wales. 10am- 
11.30am in Scotland. 


Pack your survival kit and head for 
the shops with Nicole Swengley’s 
store by store guide to the best of the 
sales around the country 



□ Fenwick 

New Bond Street (071-629 
9161). Dec 27 for three weeks. 
30 per cent off designer fash¬ 
ions including Nicole Farhi. 
Paul Costelloe. Jasper Conran, 
Mani, Georges Rich. Joseph, 
Cerruti, Artwork, KL, Jean 
Muir Studio. Up to 30 per cent 
discount on French Connec¬ 
tion. OuiSet. Betty Barclay 
and Mondi. 30 per cent reduc¬ 
tions on accessories and 50 per 
cent off leather handbags. 

□ Harrods 

Knightsbridge. SW1 {071- 
7301234). Jan 5-29. 

10 per cent discount day for 
Harrod’s account holders on 


Jan 8; shoppers spending £200 
in a single transaction over 
first four days of sale can enter 
competition to win a Range 
Rover Vogue. Sale preview 
day for furniture, radio and 
TV and kitchen appliances on 
Jan 1. Ladies' long winter coats 
reduced from £299 to £199, 
Johnstons of Elgin cashmere 
twinsets from £504 to £294. 
Men’s silk ties, suits, coats and 
shirts greatly reduced, includ¬ 
ing Harrod's blazers from 
£225 to £150. 40 per cent off 
David Charles, Jean Hour get. 
Newman. Fairbanks, Belart. 
Beks and Ozona collections for 
children. 25 per cent off all 
pocket sprung beds and 30 per 
cent off Michael Tyler and RS 
Stevens sofas and chairs. Hoo¬ 
ver V5132 vacuum cleaner 
reduced from £219.99 to 
£119.99, Neff 6145 microwave 
from £388 to £169. Many half- 
price reductions in linens, 
oriental rugs, sterling silver 
cutlery. 

□ Harvey Nichols 

Knightsbridge , SW1 (071- 
235 5000). Dec 29for three 
weeks. 

25-50 per cent reductions on 
selected items throughout the 
store. Extra 10 per cent off on 
first four days of sale for 
account customers. 


AND'SOTOBED 

The Complete Bedroom Shop 

SALE 

Starts 29th December 
Genuine Reductions across our entire range 
Up to 40% off 

TOP QUALITY MATTRESS & DIVAN SETS 

t . Fto in pur 'Empire 1 range 

"C CHA TELAISE Solid Ckttiywoad 


□ House of Fraser Stores 

Army & Navy, Victoria 
Street. SWI (071S341234): 
Barkers. Kensington High 
Street. W8 (071-9375432): 
Dickens & Jones. Regent 
Street, Wl (071-734 7070), 

D.H. Evans. Oxford 
Street. Wl (071-6298800). Dec 
27-end Jan. 

Half-price House of Fraser 
coats including blazers re¬ 
duced from E79.99 to £39.99. 
Osman plain dyed hand tow¬ 
els reduced from £9.99 to 
£4.99, bath sheet from £27.99 
to £13.99. Selected Sheridan 
bedlinen set of duvet cover and 
pillowcase from £42.98 to 
£28.50, Deauville stripe 
bedlinen single duvet cover 
from £17.99 to £13.49. Tefal 
Ultrabase Chantelle non-stick 
cookware reduced, including 
18cm saucepan with lid from 
£27.99 to £15.99. Kitchen Devil 
polyethylene chopping board 
with kitchen knife, medium 
size, from £9.99 to £4.99. 

□ John Lewis 

Oxford Street. Wl (071-629 
7711) and Brent Cross 
Shopping Centre (081-202 
6535). Dec 29-Jan S (dosed 
Jan 3). 

Wide selection of bediinens, 
towels and other selected 
household linens generously 
reduced. Many other reduc¬ 
tions in china and glassware. 
Also ladies' fashion, men’s 
and children's wear. 

□ Liberty 

Regent Street, London Wl 
{071-734 1234). Dec2$-end 
Jan. 

10-50 per cent off selected rugs, 
carpets and kilims. Set of six 
French-style stained beech 
chairs from £795 to £295; 
Compton sofa in blue indigo 
cotton from £1.995 to E975: set 
of six revival oak arts & crafts 
chairs from £2.650 to £1.750: 
20in amphora vase from £79 
to £49; Cherrywood framed 
mirror from £45 to £2250; 
wrought-iron candlesticks 


lected Betty Jackson items and 
30 per cent off selected DKNY. 
Calvin Klein and Jasper 
Conran lines; assorted Cerruti 
and Selfriges own-label ho¬ 
siery reduced by half. Men's 
selected leather jackets and 
blousons reduced from £399 to 
£199; TSE cashmere selected 
lines and selected wool blazers 
at half price. Large Collins & 
Hayes Coriander sofa reduced 
from £1,499 to £979, Myers 4ft 
6in four-drawer divan set 
from E599 to £299. Thomas 
china Aida Azur range re¬ 
duced by half. 

OUT OF TOWN STORES 
□ Aflders 

Basildon (026S527848). 
Bromley (031-464 6533). 
Camberley (0276mi22). 
Chatham (0634 407377). 
Croydon (081-6812577}, 

Hull (048224353). 

Portsmouth (0705821221), 
Sutton (081-6426000), 

Woking (0483 7664S8). 

Eltham (081-8509911). Dec27 
onwards. 
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Accessory Furniture & Exquisite Linens, Many at 
1 HALF PRICE! 

Fin fall details o/ these and otker Sale Items visit our showrooms at 
638/640 Kings Road, London 07.1-731 3593 

9*B Camden tfigh Street. London IT/ J8X 0364 
5 The Pantiles. TuttbnJfi: ItWfs. Kent 0892 5150*9 
IT-2 Montpeiher M alt. The Ci nnel. Harrogate U423 503060 
_ 10 Jeffrey Siren. Edinburgh 031 557 8884 


from £35 to £1750. Up to 50 
per cent reductions m The 
Bath House including 
L'Occitaine fine soap from 
£1.95 to El. Fifty per cent off 
assorted Kenzo towels and 
Givenchy towels; a third off 
Descamps towels. Set of four- 
espresso cups and saucers 
from E9.V5 to £650; Melior 
eight-cup coffee filter from £38 
to £24.95; Graves kettle from 
£S5 to £65 Up to half-price 
reductions on linen, including 
Robert Le Heros double duvet 
cover from £78.95 to £39.45. 
matching pillowcase. £14.95 to 
£7.45; Ralph Lauren Katia 
fitted double sheet reduced 
from £31 to £17.95; bear paw- 
patchwork quilt, 90in x lOOin. 
£190 to E12Q. Catherine 
Rayner wiid silk foil skirt 
wedding dress £9S5 to £350. 
Italian 140cm wool and silk 
shawl, E79 to £39-95- 

□ Peter Jones 

Sloan Square. SWI (071- 
7303434). Dec 29-Jan S 
(closed Jan 3). 

Substantial bargains in glass 
and china; bed and table linen 
and towels also reduced. 

□ Selfridge. 

Oxford Street. Wl (071-62) 
1234/ Dec27 onwards. 
Half-price reductions on se* 


Ariston washing machine re¬ 
duced from £399.99 to 
£299.99. Aiwa midi hi-fi sys¬ 
tem with CD player from 
£599.99 to £479.99. Savings of 
50 per cent or more on selected 
linens, cookware, electrical 
goods and china. Many gener¬ 
ous reductions in ladies' 
fashions. 

□ Beatties 
Victoria Street. 
Wolverhampton (090222311) 
and branches at Aylesbury 
(0296 399996), Birkenhead 
(051-6476642), Burton-on- 
Trent (0233515515). Dudley 
(0384459922). 

Northampton (06042111}), 
Solihull (021-70581111). 

Sutton Coldfield (021-355 
612}. Worcester (0905 
723456). Dec 29 onwards. 
Generous reductions of 25-50 
per cent in most departments 
including women's and men's 
fashion, children's wear, lin¬ 
ens, china, glass, kitchenware 
and electricals. 

G BentaHs 

Ki n gsto n-upon -Thames 
(081-5461001). Lakeside * 
Thurrock (0708860077). 

Ealing (081-5673040). 
Worthing (0903231801). 
Bracknell (0344 424678). 
Tonbridge (0732771177), 
Tunbridge Welb (0892 
525222). Dec30-Jan 29. 
Preview for account customers 
only Dec 29. 6-9pm. Men’s 
Double Two shirts reduced 
from £19.95 to £12.95. silk ties 
from £17.95 to ES.95. Selected 
ladies' lingerie reduced by 
half. Good reductions on chi¬ 
na and glass with Partington 
seconds 50 per cent off. 
Electrolux fridge/freezer 
ER32G1 reduced from £599 to 
£499 (Kingston only). 

□ Denners 

High Street, Yeovil (0935 
74444). Dec 21-Jan 22 (closed 
Jan I). 

Fust Avenue ladies’ wool and 
cashmere coat reduced from 
£119 to £69, Peter England 
long-sleeved shins reduced 
from £24.99 to £14.99. 50 per 
cent reductions on Donna 
Country Diary Classics 
bedlinen induding double 
quilt cover from £51.99 to 
£25.99. Ducal Victoria pine 
dining and bedroom furniture 
reduced by 20 per cent includ¬ 
ing threc-door dresser from 
£995 to £795. Fashion brand 
leaders offered at half price or 
one-third off include 
Windsmoor, Eastex, Alcxon. 
Liz Clairbomo. Jacques Vert 
and Wallis. 


□ House of Fraser 
Bath (Joltys 0225462S11), 
Cardiff (Howells 0222 
231055), Cheltenham 
(Cavendish House 0242 
521300). Darlington 
(Binns 0325462606), 
Edinburgh (Frasers 031- 
2252472), Exeter (Dingles 
0392 59241). Gateshead 
Metro Centre (091-493 2424). 
Glasgow (041-2213880), 

Hull (Hammonds0482 
26951), Manchester 
(Kendalls 061-832 3414). Dec 
27-end Jan. 

See House of Fraser (London 
stores) for details. 

□ Jenners 

8 Princes Street, 

Edinburgh (031-2252442). 
Dec 29-Jan 29 (closed Jan 
land 2). 

Up to half-price reductions on 
Pringle knitwear for men and 
Viyella and Rocola shirts: 
generous reductions for Hugo 
Boss suits: ladies' knitwear by 
Pringle and Hodgson reduced 
by half; selected Antler and 
Shilton luggage reduced by 
half. Generous reductions on 
Vilieroy & Bosch, Royal 
Worcester and Royal Douhon 
seconds china, oriental rugs 
and carpets. Many substantial 
reductions in kitchenware in¬ 
cluding Prestige and 20 per 
cent off Le Creuset products. 

□ John Lewis 

Stores at Aberdeen (0224 
625000). Bristol (0272229100), 
Edinburgh (031-556 9121). 
High Wycombe Furnishing & 
Leisure (0494462666). 
Kingston (OS1-5473000), 
Milton Keynes (0908 
679171). Peterborough (0733 
344644) and Welwyn (0707 
323456). Also at Bainbridge, 
Newcastle upon 7>ne (091- 
232 5000), Bonds. Norwich 
(0603 660021), Caleys. 

Windsor (0753863241), Cole 
Brothers, Sheffield (0742 
768511). Heelas, Reading 
(0734575955), Jessops, 
Nottingham (0602418282), 
Knight & Lee, Southsea 
(0705827511), George Henry 
Lee. Liverpool (051-709 
7070), Robert Sayle. 
Cambridge (0223 61292), 
Trewins, Watford (0923 
244266). Dec 29-Jan 8 
(dosed Jan 3); dosed Jan 1-4 
in Scotland. 

Substantial bargains in all 
departments. 

□ Lewis’s 

Liverpool (051-709 7000), 
Manchester (061-2363200). 
Hanley (0782202331), 

Leeds (0532 431313), Oxford 
(0865244991). Dec 26- 
second week 
in Feb. 

Substantial reductions on 
hundreds of items with sav¬ 
ings up to 50 per cent 

□ Owen Owen 
Basingstoke (0256 58255), 
Chester (0244323112). 

Coventry (0203 633533). 

Crawtev (0293 545678). Ilford 
(081-5147272), Ipswich 
(0473 286439), Redditch (0527 
585000). Slough (0753 
526942). Dec 26-second week 
in Feb. 

Reductions of up to 50 per cent 
on hundreds of items. 

□ Riccmans 

St George's Lane, 

Canterbury (0227 766S66). 

Dec 17-Jan 22. 

Many generous reductions 
throughout the store with at 
least 20 per cent off current 
season's fashion items. 

□ Woohvorths 

800stores nationwide. 
Customer enquiries 071-262 
1222. Dec 27-Jan 29. 

Many savings throughout the 
store. 



fashion 

□ Ally Capellino 
95 Wardour Street. 

London Wl (071-4940768). 
Dec30<ndJtm. 

25-30 per cent reductions on 
Mainline collection and on 
Hearts of Oak diffusion line. 
30 per cent off menswear and 
mini Capellino. 

□ Amanda Wakdcy 

SO Fulham Road, London 
SW3(071-584 4009). Dec IS 
onwards. 


Reductions of 50 per cent on 
many items. 

□ Austin Reed 
103-113 Regent Street. 

London Wl (071-730 6789) and 
branches nationwide. Dec 

27 for three weeks (City of 
London shops start Dec 
29). 

Women's classic camel trou¬ 
sers reduced from £85 to £55, 
camel double-breasted blazer 
£185 to £119, camel scoop neck 
body £25 to £12250, Pimento 
check jacket £275 to £175, 
check skirt £135 to £85. merino 
wool turtleneck £89 to £59. 
Men's wool suits reduced 
from £295 to £225. linen rain¬ 
coats from £195 to £149, wool 
jackets £145 to £99, cotton day 
shirt £35 to £24.95. casual 
button-down shirt £29.95 to 
£19.95, silk ties £25 to £1250. 
Extra 5 per cent discount for 
account customers during first 
three days of sale. 

□ Aqnag cntnm 

100 Regent Street, London 
Wl (071-730 6090). Dec 27-end 
Jan. 

Bargains for women induding 
wool overcoats from £370 to 
£275, wool car coats from £295 
to £195, dassic trench coats 
from £395 to £295, wool jackets 
from £295 to £195 and wool 
skirts from £125 to £75. double- 
breasted blazers from £295 to 
£225. Reductions for men in- 
dude cashmere coats from 
£1220 to £795. dassic rain¬ 
coats £2% to £195, duffle coats 
£350 to £199, wool trousers £99 
to £69. 

□ Betty Jackson 
311 Brampton Road. 

London SW3 (071-589 7884). 
Dec 28 onwards. 

Up to 50 per cent off selected 
winter stock. 

□ Boots 

Childrenswear stores 
nationwide. Now onwards. 
Reduction of approximately 20 
per cent on a wide range of 
children's clothes for the fives 
and under. Customer enqui¬ 
ries 0602 495581. 



□ Buribenys 

18 Haymarket, London 
SWI (071-9303343). 165 
Regent Street. London Wl 
(071-7344060) and branches. 
Dec 27 onwards. 

Women's dassic raincoats re¬ 
duced from £360 to £195. 
trenchcoats £450 to £250. 
waxed jackets £255 to £125, 
black or navy double-breasted 
blazers £220 to £170. Bargains 
for men indude dassic rain¬ 
coats from £360 to £195, waxed 
jackets £225 to £125, pdo shirts 
£4250 to £19.50. black or navy 
single-breasted blazers E285 to 
E15D. Accessories include 
checked cashmere scarves 
from £85 to £4950, telescopic 
umbrellas £5950 to E3950 
and generous reductions on 
bags. 

□ Caroline Charles 
56-57Beauchamp Place, 
London SW3 (071-2253197). 
Dec29 onwards. 

30 per cent off all winter stock. 

□ Dorothy Perkins 
550 shops nationwide. 
Customer enquiries 071-291 
2604. Dec 27for four 
weeks. 

One-third off blouses, casual 
and formal outerwear, skirts, 
trousers; knitwear and cotton 
tops reduced by a third to a 
half; suits and dresses at half 
price. 

□ Alfred Dunhifl 
30 Duke Street. St 
Jamefs, London SWI (071-499 
9566). 5 Sloane Street. 

London SWI <p71-23S 9799). 
Dec 30-Jan 30. 

Reductions indude silk ties 
from £49 to £35 or three for 
£93. cotton polo shirts £85 to 
£57 or three for £159, business 
shirts £69 to £45, sports jackets 
£395 to £259. cashmere knit¬ 
wear £259 to £195, casual 
trousers £95 to £64. 

□ Edina Ronay 

141 King's Road. London 
SWA {071-3521085) and in 
Harvey Nichols. 

Knightsbridge. London SWI 
(071-2355000). Dec 29 
onwards. 

At least 25 per cent off sale 


items, induding patterned 
chenille sweaters from £325 to 
£225, crepe Seventies jacket 
£495 to £350, crepe 
skirts/trousers £225 to £157 
and crochet tops E196 to £136. 

□ Episode 

53 Brampton Road. 

London SW3 (071-589 5724) 
and branches. Customer 
enquiries071-5894279. Dec 19 
at Brompton Road: Dec 
20 ar all other branches. 
Discounts of 30 per cent off 
selected autumn and winter 
merchandise. 

□ Esprit 

6 Sloane Street, London 
SWI ffJI1-245 9139), 165-167 
Kensington High Street. 
London W6 (071-376 0012) 
and in Whiieleys, 

Queenswav, London W2 (071- 
229 7436). The Bentall 
Centre. Kingston. Surrey <081- 
9746850). The Glades. 
Bromley, Kent (081-466 7166) 
and Fenwick . Brent Cross 
(1 081-2015042). Now onwards. 
Wool pea coat reduced from 
£149 to £99. chunky knit 
sweaters £59 to £34.99, cool 
wool suiting blazers E109 to 
£69 and trousers £59 to £39.99. 
Many other reductions indud¬ 
ing up to 50 per cent off casual 
separates, waistcoats, jodh¬ 
purs and accessories. 

□ Evans 

ISO Oxford Street, London 
Wl (071-6368040) and 
branches. Customer 
enquiries 071-9273803. Dec 
27-Jan 21. 

Generous reductions an select¬ 
ed items. 

□ Leslie Fay 

In DJI. Evans (071-629 
8800) and selected 
Debenhams, House of 
Fraser and Owen Own stores 
nationwide. Sale dates as 
for stores. 

30-50 per cent off many items 
in dress and sporty collections 
for day. evening and sports 
occasions. 

□ George from Asda 
200stores nationwide. 
Customer enquiries 0532- 
435435. Now onwards. 

30-50 per cent off autumn and 
winter merchandise. 

□ Georges Rech 

181 Sloane Street. London 
SWI (071-2353343). Dec 29 
onwards. 

Many substantial reductions. 

□ Georgina von Etzdof 
149 Sloane Street, London 
SWI (071-823 5638) and in 
Pickett, 41 Burlington 
Arcade, London Wl (071-493 
8939). Jan 5for 
approximately one month. 

Many reductions from up to 
60 per cent induding selected 
robes from E85 to £40, selected 
waistcoats from £650 to £275. 
selected chiffon scarves from 
£85 to £40, selected ties, £10. 

□ Gieves & Hawkes 

/ SavileRow, London Wl 
(071-4342001), 18 Lime Street, 
London EC3 (071-283 4914) 
and branches in Bath (0225 
463839). Cheltenham 
10242 221418), Chester (0244 
337576), Edinburgh (031- 
225 7456). Portsmouth (0705 
821351). Dec 27 onwards. 

Pure wool suits reduced from 
£395 to £295, wool blazers £295 
to £195. cotton business shirts 
£59 to £35, silk ties £45 to £20. 
Selected ranges at less than 
half price induding sports 
jacket from £295 to £145. wool 
trousers E125 to £50. leather 
shoes £185 to £85. 

□ Graham <& Green 
Clothes Shop 

10 Elgin Crescent, London 
Wl I (071-7274594). Dec 29 
onwards. ( 

Reductions between 20 and 50 
per cent on all clothes includ- i 

mg Ozbedc, Tehen and 
Capuane. j 

□ Inca I 

45 Elizabeth Street. I 

London SWI (071-720 7941). - 

Jan 4 onwards. ‘ c 

2Q per rent discounts on South 1 

American clothing and 1 

accessories. t 




Princes Square shopping 
centre, Glasgow (041-248 
3S26). Dec&midJan. 
Starting at 30 per cent off 
selected items with further 
reductions later into the sale. 

□ Knickerbox 

600 branches nationwide. 
Customer enquiries 071-284 
1744. Dec 26 onwards. 

From 30 per cent off selected 
autumn/winter range. 

□ Long Tall Sally 

21 Chiltem Street. London 
Wl (071-1873370) and 
branches. Dec29-midJan. 
Great reductions on all winter 
stock for women 5ft 8In and 
above. 





□ Margaret HoweO 

29 Beauchamp Place, 

London SW3 (071-584 2462) 
and in Liberty. Regent 
Street, London Wl (071-734 
1234). Jan 4 for approx one 
month (in Liberty, Dec 2S). 
Reductions 20-30 per cent. 
Further discounts may be 
made midway through the 
sale. 

□ Maxmara 

32 Sloane Street . London 
SWI (071-235 7941) and 153 
New Bond Street, Wl (CfIl- 
491 4748). Jan 4 onwards. 
Reductions from 20-40 
percent 

□ OuiSet 
35BromptonRoad . 

London SW3 (071-584 5439) 
and branches nationwide. 
Customer enquiries 071-580 
0600. Dec 27 onwards. 
Selected discounts off 
autumn/winter merchandise. 

□ Principles 
Branches nationwide. 
Customer enquiries071927 
1443. Dec 27 onwards. 

30 per cent reductions on 
many items. 

□ Roland Klein 

79 Tryon Street. 

London SW3 
(071-8239179). 

From Jan 5 
for two weeks. 

Reductions of 50 per 
cent off all items. 

□ Scotch House 
2 Brompton Road, 

London SWI (071-5812151), 
84-86Regent Street, 

London Wl (071-7340203) 
and branches. Customer 
enquiries 071-5812151. Dec 27 
for approx four weeks. 

40 per cent off cashmere and 
jambswool knitwear, indud¬ 
ing cashmere crewneck sweat¬ 
ers reduced from £140 to 
£99.50, cashmere gold button 
cardigans from £195 to £139. 



Kilted skirts reduced by 
approx 40 per cent Men's 
lambswool crewneck sweaters 
reduced from £140 to £9950. 
cashmere gold button cardi¬ 
gans from £195 to £139. Kilted 
skirts reduced by approx 40 
per cenL Men’s lambswool 
crewneck sweater from E195 to 
£139. Reductions on accesso¬ 
ries including ladies’ cash- 
mere scarves from £3950 to 
£25. 


□ Jeffrey Rogers 

The Plaza, Oxford Street, 
London Wl (071-5805545) 
and branches. Customer 
enquiries071-6314142. Dec 77 
until stocks last. 

□ Katharine Hamnett 

tendon 

SWI (071-8231002) and 18 


□ Simpson 
Piccadilly, London Wl 
(O71-7342D02). Dec27-Jan 39 
DAKS bargains for women 
indude blazers reduced from 
£279 to £139. jackets from £289 
to £139, duffle coats from £265 
to £129 and culottes from £129 
to E59, Pringle lambswool 
sweaters from £62 to £42 and 
cashmere sweaters from £137 
to £90. For men DAKS suits 
reduced from £399 to £199. 
blazers from £299 to £149. 
jackets from £269 to £134 and 
trousers from E139 to £69. 
Cashmere coats from £599 to 
£399. cotton shirts from £39.95 
to £29.95, satin striped pyja¬ 
mas from £69 to £45. 30 per 
cent off selected Rayne and 
Ferragamo shoes for women 
and Church's shoes for men. 
Further 10 per cent discount 
°n Jan 1 and Jan 3 far account 
cardholders. 
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□ Cotourwash 

'■5 FuShaai High'S 11 
London JTWfj $371-31 
end 

Road. Lcrtdon 

lpio44>pcrcKttoff 
inchMtinS.. 

-DsaBeftefcyTj"? 
pedestal basin twi 
£730 io E468. 
cast iron baths,trw 
£104. 20 pw cent 6 
healed WWf-nfc* 
brand-name bstfbn* 
from £599. Freed**' 
in \C5aT22- 

□ TheC«nra»SM 

51 Fuiham Road,!# 
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□ Stirling Cooper 

102 Oxford Streep London 
W1 (071-4364166) and 
branches nationwide. 
Customer enquiries071-487 
8783. Dec Z7 onwards. 

Many substantial reductions 
t on selected aurumn/winter 
merchandise. 

□ Susan Woolf 
9-13 Brampton Road, 

London SW3(071-584 7047). 
Dec 20 onwards. 

Many substantial reductions. 

□ Tfieom3es 

Selfridges (071-6291234) 
and selected House of Fraser 
and Owen Owen stores 
nationwide. Sale dates asfor 
stores. 

Between 30 per cent and SO per 
cent reductions on lout and 
daywear collections. 

□ Thomas Pink 

85 Jermvn Street. London 
SW1 and branches. Customer 
m enquiries071-4982202. 

" Dec 29-end Jan. 

Reductions on all stock. 

□ Waffis 

215 Oxford Street. London 
Wl (071-4370076) and 
brandies. Dec 24 onwards. 
Many generous reductions. 

□ Young England 

47 Elizabeth Street, 

London SW1 (071-2599003). 
Jan 5 onwards. 

30 per cent reductions on 
selected items including Har- 
ris-tweed coats. Some items 
reduced by 50 per cent includ¬ 
ing party dresses from £130 to 
£60. 



□ Yves St Laurent 

Ladies —137 New Bond 
Street, London Wl (071-493 
1800). 33Sloane Street, 
London SW1 (071-2356706); 
men —135 Bond Street. 
London Wl (071-49304051.33 
Sloane Street. London 
SW1 (071-2355839). Dec 29 
for two weeks 

P Reductions indude panther- 
print wool dress from £640 to 
£320, long evening smoking 
dresses from £1,495 to £745, 
black chiffon dresses with 
feathers from £2*525 to £1*260, 
military-style whipcord suits 
(jackets and starts) from 
£1.650 to £875. 

SHOES 

□ Attkus 

14 Kensington Church 
Street, London W8 (071-376 
0059). Dec 24 onwards. 

Many reductions on selected 
autumn and winter ladies’ 
shoes. 

□ Charles Jourdan 
39-43Brampton Road. 

London SW3 (071-5313333). 
Dec 29 onwards. 

30 per cent off selected wom¬ 
en's and men's shoes. 

□ Gina Shoes 

42 Sloane Street. London 
SW1 (071-2351440). Dec 11 
onwards. 

Between 35 and 70 per cent off 
a range of shoes in sizes 3-8 
and discounts on sample 
handbags. Mock-crocodile 
court shoe reduced from £175 
to £99. satin evening shoe with 
diamante buckle from £195 to 
EI49. 

□ Fratefli Rossetti 
177 New Bond Street, 

London Wl (071-4917066) and 
196 Sloane Street, London 
SW1(071-2596397). Jan 8for 
four weeks. 


Between 30 per cent and 40 
per cent reductions. 

□ Russell & Bromley 

24 New Bond Street. 

London Wl (071-6296903) 

; and branches. Dec23 

onwards for ladies’ and men’s 
shoes; Jan 11 onwards for 
handbags. 

Reductions at stores nation¬ 
wide. 

□ The Small and Tall 
Shoe Shop 

71 York Street. London Wl 
(t771-7235321,). Jan 6,7 and 8 
Jbr large sizes; Jan 13,14 
and 15 for small sizes. 
Reductions on women’s foot¬ 
wear in rare and difficult sizes 
(only very small sizes 13-2*2 
and very large sizes Sh-Uh). 
Many shoes, boots and san¬ 
dals reduced by as much as 
half. Nan-sale small sizes 
available by mail order. 

LUGGAGE 

□ Henry'S 

143 Fulham Road. London 
SW3 (071-5811321). Dec 30- 
end Jan. 

10-70 per cent discount on 
handbags. 20-30 per cent off 
briefcases, up to 30 per cent off 
luggage. 

TOILETRIES 

□ Horis 

89 Jermyn Street, London 
SW1 (071-9302835). Jan 4for 
three weeks. 

75mJ bath essences of Stepba- 
nofis. Limes. Edwardian Boo-' - 
quet reduced from £2850 to i 
EI-L25. Special purchases in¬ 
dude three 200ml bottles of i 
Floris bath and shower gel 
collection at £10.85, three bath i 
soaps for £638. three toilet ] 
soaps for £338 (Jasmine. < 
Ormonde. Limes, Malmasion. i 
Sandalwood and Special No i 
127). 1 

□ James Bodenham 1 

88 Jermvn Street, London I 
SW1 (071-9305340). Jan 4 for 
three weeks. i 

Collection of five 75ml bottles 1 
of bath and shower foam in s 
bluebell, gardenia, rose, apple c 
and grapefruit for £3.95, bag I 
of five lOOg grapefruit soaps f 
for £5-25. “Cottage Garden” < 
stationery, scented pillows I 
and clothes hangers all at half c 
price. Many other bargains. [ 


up to 40 per cent off discontin¬ 
ued ranges of many other 
items throughout the store. 

□ Crucial Trading 

77 Westboume Park Road. 
London W2(071-2219000) 
and 4 Barnabas Street. 
London SW1 (071-730 0075). 
Jan 4-29. 

About 25 per cent off normal 
retail price of natural floor- 
coverings including coir and 
sisal Sisool Aran G600. Shet¬ 
land G601. Guernsey G6G2 
and Fair Isle G6Q3 ail reduced 
to £1730 per sq yd. 

□ Descamps 

197 Sloane Street, London 
SW1 (071-235 €957). Dec 29- 
end Jan. 

Reductions of between 30 and 
50 per cent off selected items of 
bed linen, robes and towels. 

□ Do-Il-AD 

Branches nationwide. Dec 
24-Jan 27 (closed Jan 1; also 
Dec 26 in selected 
branches). 



Many reductions including 
paints, wallpapers, tiles, doors 
and door furniture. 




Reductions on many items 
ranging from 30 to 40 per cent 

□ Ravel 

1S4-188 Oxford Street 
London Wl (071-6314135) and 
branches nationwide. 
Customer enquiries0252 
334091. Dec 27 while stocks 
last. 

One third off selected ladies’, 
men’s and children's shoes. 

□ Robert Clergerie 

67 Wigmore Street, 

London Wl (071-9353601). 

Jan 4-end Jan. 


□ Fenhaligon's 

41 Wellington Street. 

London WC2(071-8362150). 
Dec29-Jan 3. 

Special reductions on scented 
books, leather items. Raquets 
toiletries for men and women. 

INTERIORS 

□ Atrium 

Centrepoint, 22-24St 
Giles, High Street, London 
WC2 (071-3797238). Jan 4- 
Feb5. 

Good reductions on furniture, 
lighting and accessories, in¬ 
cluding contemporary pieces 
from Moroso. Cassina, 
Interlubke. Enea, DeSede, 
B&B Italia. Lumen Centre, 
Flos and Artemide. 

□ Belinda Coote 
Harvey Nichols. 
Knightsbridge, London SW1 
(071-2355000). Dec 29Jbr 
three weeks. 

Generous reductions an select¬ 
ed tapestry cushions. Paisley 
throws arid tapestry wall 
coverings. 

□ Cohranvash 

65 Fulham High Street, 
London SW6 (071-371091i) 
and 165 Chamberlayne 
Road. London NW10(081-459 
8918). Dec29-Jan 12. 

Up to 40 per cent off bathroom 
suites, including Sanitan’s 
“Deco Berkeley” with WC and 
pedestal basin reduced from 
£780 to £468, Jacob Delafon 
cast iron baths from £299 to 
£194. 20 per cent off Myson 
heated towel rails, complete 

brand-name bathroom suites 
from £599. Free delivery with¬ 
in M25 area. 

□ The Conran Shop 

31 Fulham Road. London 
SW3 (071-589 7401). Jan 8-16 , 
including Sundays. 

Up to 30 per cent reductions 
on ex-display upholstery and 


□ S & B Evans & Sous 

7a Ezra Street, London E2 
(071-7296635) Jan 2 only, 
9am-]30pm. 

Up to 50 per cent off lion, 
water-fountain, three-tier jug 
fountain reduced from £195 to 
£9750 and clearance sale of all 
ex-display water features. 
Bumper sale of seconds of 
terracotta and glazed garden 
pots at half price and 40 per 
cent off clearance items. 10 per 
cent reductions on all remain¬ 
ing stock and orders taken on 
the day: 

□ General Trading 
Company 

144 Sloane Street. London 
SW1 (071-7300411). Jan 12-29. 
Between 10 and 50 per cent off 
sale items, including cotton 
quilts reduced from £200 to 
£95. tartan woven place mats 
from £330 to El, set of eight 
Castletown table mats from 
£59-50 to £30 and matching 
coaster set from £2030 to £10. 

□ Glass Distinction 
196 New King’s Road. 

London SW6 (071-7313460). 

Jan 3 for four weeks. 

Reductions on glass show¬ 
room furniture, including din¬ 
ing tables with chairs to 
match, clocks and shelving. 
Also fitted bedroom furniture. 

□ Global Village 

247Fulham Road, London 
SW3 (071-376 5363), in Harvey 
Nichols, Knightsbridge. 

London SW1 (071-2355000). 
Bath (0225464017). Bristol 
(0272290963), Exeter (03920- 
412260), South Petherton 
1046041166). Dec27-Jan 29 at 
Bath and Exeter. Dec 28- 
Jan 29 at Fulham Road, 

London. and Bristol; Dec 
29-Jan 29 in Harvey Nichols 
and at South Petherton. 

Up to 30 per cent discount off 
everything in every shop, for 



example. Gothic-style 
birdcage down from £95 to 
£50. 

□ Graham & Green 

4.7& 10Elgin Crescent, 
London W)1 (071-7274594). 
Jan 7 onwards. 

25 per cent off selected kilims 
and fiat fabrics. Burleigh 
seconds at 40 per cent less 
than first-quality prices. Spe¬ 
cial purchase lighting and bed 
linens. 

□ Jane Churchill 

135 and 151 Sloane Street. 
London SW1 (071-730 6379): 
also in Liberty, Regent 
Street. London Wl (071-734 
1234), 3a Christopher 
Place. St Albans (0727 
860293). 13 Fitzwy Street. 
Cambridge (0223323211). 
Dec30-Jan 29 (Dec 28 in 
Liberty). 

20 per cent off all wallpapers 
ana borders. 30 per cent off 
discontinued fabrics. 3) per 
cenioff all orders taken during 


tin- sale and ex-display models of 
her upholstered furniture-and up 
to 40 per cent off various 
decorative accessories. 

Q Jerry's Home Stores 
163-167Fulham Road, 

London SW3 (071-2252246). 
Dec 29 onwards. 

10 per cent off fabrics and 
nal upholstery. Generous reduc¬ 
er- tions on selected items 
jkI throughout the store. 

□ John Stefamdis 

261 Fulham Road, London 
SW3 (071-3523537). Jan 5-31. 

20 per cent off all gift items 
and furniture, including new 
paper roiefte ornaments re¬ 
duced from £20 to £16 and 
luxurious thick huckaback 
nd towelling bathrobes from £87 
of to £69-70. 

□ Les OUvades 

7 Walton Street, London 
Wl (07I-4O92938). Jan 8-29. 

Up to £20 off selected fabrics 
and accessories. 

□ Meltons 

27 Bruton Place. London 
Wl (071-4092938). Jan 10 
onwards. 

10 per cent discount on all 
stock of antique and contem¬ 
porary decorative pieces in- 
g eluding quilts, tapestry 
■s cushions, watercolours. Up to 
40 per cent off painted 
lampshades and Victorian pa¬ 
pier mdche boxes. 

□ Mulberry Hall 
Stonegate. York (0904 
620736). Jan 6-29. 

}■ Spode Orient design 10-place 
l dinner service reduced from i 
? £1,655 to E825, Bemardaud ; 

1 Fruifi Fieri design 12-place j 
• dinner service from £2^77 to i 
[ £1,100. Bemaudaud 

J Metropoles design 8-place din- (~ 
; ner service from £2^38 to 
£1,050. Royal Copenhagen 
bull figurine from £990 to 
1 £475. 

□ Oggetti 

135 Fulham Road, London 
SW3 (071-58) 8088). Jan 8-29. / 

10 per cent off all stock with ' 
discounts of up to 75 per cent 
on selected items. 

i □ The Reject Shop 
234 Kings Road, London 
SW3 (071-3522750) and 
branches. Dec 26-end Jan. 

25 per cent of all stock until 
Jan 4, then half-price on 
selected items. 

□ Robert Stephenson 

I Elystan Street, London 
SW3 (071-22552343. 

Jan 15-22. 

Own design Aubusson carpet 
9ft x 6ft hand-made in India 
reduced from £1350 to £795. 

12ft x 9ft dark ground needle¬ 
point with bunches of flowers 
from £4.000 to £2300. Be¬ 
tween 10-30 per cent off Per¬ 
sian rugs and runners. Indian 
Heat bedspreads reduced from 
£68 to £38. 

□ Thomas Dare 

341 Kings Road, London 
SW3(071-3517991). Jan 8for 
three weeks. 

10-20 per cent reductions on 
the majority of fabrics and 
trimmings. All items also 
available by mail order. 

G Vffieroy & Bodi 
203Regent Street, London 
Wl (071-4340249). Dec 28-end 
Jan. 

Up to 50 per cent off china 
tableware and crystal stem- 
ware. Cutlery reduced by up to 
30 per cent Many reductions 
in gjftware and other clear¬ 
ance lines. 

FURNITURE 

□ The Back Store 

330King Street, London 
W6(081-7415022). Jan 2-end 
Jan. 

20-30 per cent off selected 
items and 10 per cent off all 
stock of eigonomicaly-de¬ 
signed seating and furniture 
including desiting and writing > 

slopes. 

□ Habitat 
I96Tottenham Court 

Road. London Wl (071-631 j 

3880);203Kings Road. 

London SW3 (071-3511211) 1 

and 37 branches 

nationwide; customer fj 

enquiries071-2552545. j 

Dec28-Jan23. I 

Charbury 4ft 6in bed with, 
tufted mattress and two bed- ■ 

side chests reduced from E826 | 

to £649. Boundary 5ft bed and | 

tufted mattress with two 
Boundary bedside diests from 
£996 to £799. 


□ Heal’s 

196 Tottenham Court 
Road. London Wl (071-636 
1666): Tungate, Guildford 
(0483576715). Dec28forfour 
weeks; open Sundays 
except Jan 2 and Jan 23 at 
Guildford. 

HeaJ’s Bourne divan bed 5ft x 
6ft 6in reduced from El,915 to 
£1340, Midnight Children’s 
tall chest from £205 to £135. 
Maplin burr maple/beech oc¬ 
casional table E395 to £295, 



Bibisola bookcase from £295 
to £195. Taurus large hyacinth 
leather sofa from £1.425 to 
£1,095. 

□ Maples 

145 Tottenham Court 
Road, London Wl (071-387 
7000) and 19 stores 
nationwide. Dec 27 onwards. 
Buckingham suite comprising 
high-back sofa and two chairs 
in print fabric reduced from 
£1,999 to £999. Brampton suite 
with high-back and swan neck 
arm sofa and two chairs from 
£2.045 to £1,499. 

□ Omega Furniture 
Delamere Road. 

Cheshunt (0992 628494); 21 
Old Town, Stevenage 

(0438 722412). Dec27-Feb 12. 
Up to £500 off showroom 
models. Free credit 

□ Prrrves&JPorves 

83 Tottenham Court 
Road, London Wl (071-580 
8223). Dec 28-Jan 29. 


r- 


Up to 50 per cent off show¬ 
room furniture. 10 per cent off 
all sales over £100. 

□ Sharps bedrooms 
195 Warwick Road. 
Kensington. London WJ4 
(inside Sainsburys 
Homebase) and 117 
showrooms nationwide. 
Customer enquiries 
Freephone0800789789. 

Dec 27-end Jan. 

Half-price bedroom sale on 
most popular ranges. 

□ Simon Horn 
117-121 Wandsworth 
Bridge Road, London SW6 
(071-7311279). Jan 4-29. 

30-50 per cent off selected beds 
and furniture and standard 15 
per cent reduction on divans 
and mattresses. 

ELECTRICAL 

□ Buyers & Sellers 
120-122Lad broke Grove, 
London W10(071-2291947). 

Dec 29-end Jan. 

Hoover gas or electric, white 
or brown hobs reduced from 
£175 to £100 including delivery 
nationwide. Many other 
reductions. 

D Carry’s 

Brunches nationwide. Dec 
2&end Feb. 

Significant savings on wash¬ 
ing machines, fridges and 
freezers. 

□ Dixons 

Branches nationwide. Dec 
26-end Jan. 

Discounts ot many items in 
the range, and financial pack¬ 
ages extended across the main 
product group. 


□ Rumbelows 

Branches nationwide. Dec 
24-end Feb. 

Many good discounts mi laun¬ 
dry machines. TV equipment 
and videos. 

KITCHENWARE 

□ David Mcflor 

4 Sloane Square. London 
SW1 (071-7304259). Jan 8-22. 
20 per cent discount on David 
Mellor cutleiy. 10 per cent off 
all other slock. 

□ Divertimenti 
45-47 Wigmore Street. 

London Wl (071-9350689). 
139-141 Fulham Road. 

London SW3 (071-5818065). 
Jan 15-29. 

Selected seconds of Italian 
Gallina hand-decorated china 
at 30 per cent off normal 
prices, for example, dinner 
plate from £850 to E5.95. 30 
per cent off Bamboo tableware 
including large platters from 
£30 to £21. reductions on Le 
Creuset cookware including 
24cm omelette pan from 
£2850 to £19.95, 20cm casse¬ 
role from £5620 to £42.30 per 
cent off acrylic cruet sets. 



□ Elizabeth David 
3 North Row. Covent 
Garden. London WC2(07I- 
8369167). Dec 29 for so; 
weeks. 

Massive reductions of Le 
Creuset cookware and 10 per 
cent off all other stock. 


LIGHTING 

□ Artemide 

17-19 Neal Street, London 
WCl (071-2402552). Jan S- 
endJan. 

A minimum of 20 per cent off 
all stock with a significantly 
larger discount on ex-display, 
samples and unboxed models 
of designer lighting. 

□ London Lighting 

135 Fulham Road, London 
SW3 (071-5893612). Jan 8-29. 
10 per cent off all stock and 
discounts of up to 75 per cent 
on selected items. 

□ Millet Lighting 
211-213 Baker Street, 

London NWJ (071-9350857). 
Dec 27-end Jan. 

75 per cent off light fittings and 
wail fights. Special offers on 
selected silk flower 
arrangements. 

SPORTS GOODS 

□ Lfflywhites 
Piccadilly Circus. London 
Wl (071-915 4000). Dec 27for 
six weeks. 

Many generous reductions on 
stock items. 

□ Snow & Rock 
188 Kensington High 
Street, London WS (071-937 
0872), ISOHolbom, 

London EC1 (071-8316900). 14 
Priory Queenswav. 
Birmingham B4 6BS (021-236 
8280). Hemel Ski Centre. 

St Albans Hill. Hemel 
hempstead. Herts HP3 
9NH (0442241321). Dec 27- 
Jan 16 

Up to 25 per cent off selected 
brands including Descents, 
KiQy. Degre 7. Luhta. Tenson 
and Postcard. 
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AT YOUR SERVICE 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 241993 


Ruth GledhiU finds herself inspired by ‘that melodious noise’ at the chapel of St John’s, Cambridge 


MASON 



The chapel choir at St John’s is renowned for its Advent carol service, ensuring that every seat is taken 


Mortal harps of 


golden wires 



IN CAMBRIDGE, it 
is said that those who 
wish to hear a great 
concert in an ecclesi¬ 
astical setting go to 
King's College Cha¬ 
pel, while those who 
want worship with 


great music go to St John's. The 
chapel choir at St John's is renowed 
for its Advent carol service, evensong 
on Ash Wednesday, and its tradition 
of singing a carol from the top of the 
college tower on Ascension day. 

For our service, the 16 boy choris¬ 
ters and 12 choral students were 
seated in their stalls, and every seat 
in the chapel was taken. The choir, 
directed by the organist Christopher 
Robinson, formerly of the Queen’s 
chapel of St George at Windsor 
Castle, has a strong following in 
Cambridge. Many worshippers had 
no obvious link with the university or 
academic life, but regularly attend 
services at St John's to enjoy a 
spiritual and oracular feast Others 
there included members of the coll¬ 
ege, by tradition wearing white 
surplices. 

Seated next to the quire, among the 
families of the choristers and organ 
scholars, ! found the sound was 
sensational. “And die cherubic host, 
in thousand quires/Touch their im¬ 
mortal harps of golden wires." they 
sang, from John Milton's Blest Pair 
of Sirens, set to music by 
C.H.H. Parry. “That we on earth 
with undiscording voice/May rightly 
answer that melodious noise." Hie 
members of the congregation, includ¬ 
ing my neighbour. Gay Walker, the 


mother of junior organ scholar Allan, 
had remarkably melodious voices, as 
was apparent in the hymns which 
began and rounded off the service. 

In line with 400 years of tradition, 
the choir, followed by the dean, die 
Rev Andrew Macintosh, and the 
chaplain, the Rev George Bush, pro¬ 
cessed from the entrance at the west 
end through the nave to the quire be¬ 
fore die apsed east end of the chapel. 

The chapel organ is at present 
being rebuilt and the congregation 
launched into the Gist hymn. “My 
God. how wonderful thou art", 
accompanied by organ scholar James 
Martin on a Japanese instrument its 
huge speakers concealed behind the 
altar. The effect was electrifying. 

St John's has had a choir since the 
1670s. and it has achieved a world¬ 
wide reputation through recitals, 
broadcasts and records. 

Although walking through the 
heavily turreted great gate into die 
first of three courts felt like stepping 
into ancient history. St John's is not 
an old foundation, compared to other 
Cambridge colleges. It is a Renais¬ 
sance rather than a medieval body, 
and has acquired a reputation for 
scientific and mathematical achieve¬ 
ment as well as theology. 


THE present chapel, built in 1866-69 
by the architect Sir George Gilbert 
Scott, replaced the chapel of the 13th- 
century hospital which originally 
stood on the site. Evensong is sung 
six days a week during term, with 
sung eucharist on Sunday mornings. 
The choristers attend St John’s school 
at the western edge of the college. 


which has 420 boy and girl pupils. 

Even die spoken parts of our 
service had musical intonations, the 
rhythmic phraseology of the 1662 
Book of Common Prayer perfectly at 
home beneath the Gothic-style arches 
and the wooden roof intricately 
decorated with Christian figures 
through die centuries. 

The choristers, in traditional red 
and white, sat quietly throughout the 
two lessons, from Jeremiah and St 
Paul's letter to the Hebrews, urgent 
messages to each other being passed 
only through what appeared to be a 
discreet sign language. In between, 
in magnificent style, they rendered a 
perfect “Magnificat", and topped the 
lessons off with the “Nunc Diraittis". 

After the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer 
and three brief prayers, collects for 
the day, for peace and for help, the 
choir sang the anthem and we moved 
into die sermon. Canon Stephen 
Platten. the guest preacher, is the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's secre¬ 
tary for ecumenical affairs. He spoke 
from a stall at the west end of the 
chapel, an almost indistinguishable 
speck in the distance, but every word 
was clearly audible. 

Aware erf the imminence of Christ¬ 
mas, he spoke of divine and human 
creativity, the need for mystery and 
human greed, the “root cause of sin". 
After prayers and a hymn, members 
of the college went to dine in hall and 
die rest of us headed for hone. After 
such a celebration, further nourish¬ 
ment spiritual or temporaL seemed 
unnecessary. 

•Sundo)) services term time only: 1030am 
Sung Eucharist, 630pm Evensong. 



The present chapel was designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott 


St John's College Chapel St John’s Street Cambridge CB21TP 
(0223 338600). 

DEAN: The Rev Andrew Macintosh. 

SERMON: Canon Stephen Flatten, a member of die Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s staff, gave a meditative homily on creativity.**-* 
ARCHITECTURE: A stunning 19th-century building in Gothic 
style, rnfftif nc ed by the Sainte ChapeUe in Paris.***** 

LITURGY: Satisfying, poetic and traditional evensong from die 
Church of England Book of Common Prayer : *** ★* 

MUSIC Perfect but not overwhelming as a complement to the 
liturgy from a superb chair of men and boys. * * ** * 

AFTER-SERVICE CARE: Nothing in the way of tea or coffee is 
served, except to college members or those invited to dine in halL 
SPERJTUAL HIGH: Immensely satisfying. ** *** 

* Stars are awarded to a maximum of five. 


Carol services 


LONDON 

□ St Martin-indi^F'eMs 

Cfaurdi St Martins Place. 

WCJ 01430 OOS9) 

Christmas Eve carol service 
6.30pm. Midnight mass 
1130pm. Christmas Day carol 
service 630pm. 

□ St Pud's Cathedral EC4 
01-2482705} 

Christmas Eve carol service ana 
bless ing pf the crib. 4pm. 

□ Westminster Abbey 

SW101-2225152) 

Christmas Eve children^ crib 
service in nave; 12 noon. Service 
of Christinas carols. 4pm. Mon 
27 festival evensong. 3pm. Tues 
28, Holy Innocents Day. proces¬ 
sion with carols. 3pm. 
p W estminster Cathedral 
(RC), Victoria St, SW101-834 

7452) 

Christinas Eve carol service, 
l]J5pm. 

ELSEWHERE 

□ Bristol Cathedral 
College Green, Bristol BSI 
fOZ7224879) 

Christmas Eve 
service of nine les¬ 
sons and carols, 

330pm. 

□ Birmingham 
Cathedral 
Colmore Row. 

Birmingham 
B3 {021-2365525) 

Christmas Eve 
festival of nine les¬ 
sons and carols, 

530pm. 

□ Canterbury 
Cathedral 
Canterbury CT1 (0227 
762862) 

Christmas Eve carol service. 
3pm. 

□ Chester Cathedral 

Chester CHI (0244324756) 
Christmas Eve choral even¬ 
song. 4.15pm. Crib service, 
5.15pm. Midnight Mass. 
1130pm. 

□ Christdnrrch Cathedral 

Oxford OX1 (0865276162) 
Christmas Eve carol service. 
3pm. 

□ ffiftnti Cathedral (RC), 
Clifton Park. Bristol BS8 072 
738411) 

Christmas Eve carol service, 
1130pm. 

□ Durham Cathedral 
Durham, DH13EH (091-386 
4266) 

Christmas Eve festival of nine 
lessens and carols. 3pm. 

□ Ely Cathedral The 
Gallery, Ely CB7(0353667735) 
Christmas Eve procession and 
cards. 7pm. Christmas Day 
evensong wife carols. 3.45pm. 
Bating Day carol sendee. 3pm. 

□ Gloucester Cathedral 
Gloucester CU (0452528095) 
Christmas Eve blessing of fee 
crib and carols. 330pm. Christ¬ 
mas carols, 6pm. Tickets only. 



□ Hereford Cathedral 
Hereford HR1 (0432359880) 
Christmas Eye Shepherd King, 
family worship for Christinas, 
3pm. Christmas Day, choral 
evensong and procession to 
crib. 3.30pm. Boring Day. even¬ 
song and carols at crib, 330pm- 

□ King’s CoSege Chapd 
King’s College, Cambridge 
CB2 (0223331W0) 

Christinas Eve. festival of nine 

lessons, 3pm- 

□ Liverpool Cathedral 
Liverpool LI (051-7096271) 
Christmas Eve carols. 3pm. 
Boring Day. carols for St Ste¬ 
phen* Day, 3pm. 

□ Liverpool MetropoGtan 
Cathedral of Chris: fee King 
(RC), Mount Pleasant, 
Liverpool 13 (051-7099222) 
Christmas Eve. midnight mass 
with cathedral choir and or¬ 
chestra. 12 midnight 

□ Llandaff Cathedral 

Llandaff. Cardiff CF5(0222 

564554) 

Christmas Eve, 
nine lessons and 
carols, 330pm. 
Queues form 
230pm. 

□ Manchester 
Cathedral 
Manchester M3 
(061-8332220) 
Christmas Eve 
family carols, 
noon. 


Heavenly voices 


□ York 
Minster York 
YO1(0904 
624426) 

Christmas Eve. traditional nine 
lessons and carols. 4pm. 

□ St Chad* Cathedral 
(RC). St Charts Queensway, 
Birmingham B401-236 ’ 
2251) 

Christmas Eve. carols followed 
fay midnight mass, 1130pm. 
Christmas Day, sung mass. 
11am. 

□ St Mawrys Cathedral 

Palmerston Place, Edinburgh 
EH12 (031-2256293) 

Christmas Eve, nine lessons 
and carols, 730pm. 

□ Traro Cathedral Truro. 
Cornwall TR1 (0872 
76782) 

Christmas Eve festival of nine 
lessons and carols, 7pm. 

□ Wdb Cathedral Wells, 
Somerset BA5 049674483) 
Christmas Eve blessing of fee 
crib, 330pm. Boxing Day carol 
service. 3pm (queues from 2pm). 

□ Worcester Cathedral 
Dean’s Way. WonesterWRl 
(090528854) 

Christmas Eve carol service 
4pm; crib service 6pm. Christ¬ 
mas Day choral evensong wife 
carols, 4pm. 
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Kingsized Kingsize beds 


For hamterafted, luxurious beds and matresses. we’ll build anything 
you want And very inexpensively too. Because we bypass the 
middleman, you don’t have to be 
royalty to lie in the lap of luxury. 


For more details, phone us now 

081 551 8000 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER 
“2 FOR 1” 


By placing your advertisement before 31 December 1993 you will automatically be 
entitled io one nee insertion. 


An advertisement in fee Saturday Rendezvous section pats you in touch wife nearly 
1-2 million Tunes readers just like you. 1 


At only £5.50 per line plus yaT (Boa No £!OlOQ + VAT), there a no better way of 
widening your social aide. Just fin in fee coupon below, minimum 3 lines. (Allow 
one line for box number). 
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Address 


Tel (Day) 
Access □ 


Visa □ Amex □ Dinera a 

Card No: I 1 I II 1 11 11 11 I II T] E*P«y Dale: 
Signature — - 


This offer is open to private a dv er tises only until 31sr December, 1993. Trade 
advertisements will appear subject to our norma) rates and conditions. Send to: 
Saturday Rendezvous, C lassi fie d Advertising. Tiroes Newspapers Limited. FO Box 
484. Vif]pnia Street. London El 9BL. 


Your Box No is valid for 28 days from fee date of publication. 

TELEPHONE: 071 481 4000 FAX: 071 481 9313/071 782 7828 


FACTORY SHOP 


Handmade qnafity Sofia’s & Sofia Beds 

Free Fabric Offer!!! 


Choose Sofr. Yam Fabric comes Free 


0 


seiectioa of Stack Fabrics 
i by craftsmen «»»«t aronMB. 
PriNctyfo Agy Ug da n Postal Ptatrtct 
No Hidden Extra's 



WE ARE NEVER BEATEN ON PRICE!!! 

WE ARE NEVER BEATEN ON QUALITY E! 

A|W> M wj hm eT Fabrics 

Safe To Bed 
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English Oak Furniture 

from Jacobus 
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M4KMIWK.0HT TT 34. MAflV STREET. 
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__TO. (0943) 840176 



Inexpensive drawers,record units 
wardrobes,cupboards & shelving 
beech .wrilte.black for heme/warx 
Mail-order catalogue (onrisltu^ 
Cube Store 58 Pembroke BdVB 
681-994 8018 (24hrs) alsoSuftOlK 
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Mansion I 


\ Beie* products LU 
i House, Mansion Rd 
Southampton SOI 8BP 
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FAITHFUL REPRODUCTIONS 
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1500U SO FTOF SHOWROOMS 
OVER 1000 ITEMS ON DISPLAY 
BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 
SOXNLQjOSE,QUBHEL 1ZAKTHAVE. 
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Tel: (0444) 245577 
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S 5 *a«* and families 
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Victorian and 
pre-Raphaelite 
engravings are 
enjoying a 
popularity boom 


Prints of a period 
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LEEDS 


aiam saira 


N ot so very long ago, all 
things Victorian were 
deemed to be in irrep¬ 
arably bad taste. Enthusiastic 
admirers of Victorian art and 
architecture, such as Sir John 
Begeman and Evelyn Waugh, 
were regarded as eccentrics, 
nut. as we approach the 
orotenary of Queen Victoria's 
oeam. Victorian art is eagerly 
sough t On e field ignored by 
roost print collectors until 
recently is that of Victorian 
and pre-Raphaelite 
engraymgs. 

Christie’s and Sothebys do 

nntf ho... :— i_■ . . . 



-Sr-^ 5 

*W»4 •fcto’Sw^J 

mawmiui awofl ES65jOOO F/h 
OWLQU OTLn> 

06&83257T MArfuxh) 



STA K/THE NEW YEAR AT 




an pamtings. Now run by Ms 
sort Rupert, the gallety is 
fOT ds exhibitions of 
Victor ian engravings, when its 
mtenm- resembles a Victorian 
pnnt shop, with myriad print* 
whose subjects range from 
siyhsed Victorian beauties to 
William Powell Frith’s 
?cenes-Most of the engravings 
in .the current exhibition are 
pneed at less than £1.000 with 
a tew exceptions, notably the 
«w languid engravings after 
Mr Edward Burne-Jones of 
The Legend of the Briar Rose. 
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■ The fashion for Victori- 
I an engravings has 
crane fiiD circle," says 

Rupert Maas. “Victorian art¬ 
ists were interested in effect 
and morality. Their subject I 
matter made an very papular 
as the pictures could be under- 
stood by anybody, from a 
“ustroan to a duke.” Just as 
Hjfrarog roiddle classes of the 
wth centuiy could not afford 
» buy original works of art. 
which even then were often 
sroflwaJ thousands of pounds 
m the auction rooms, so an 
“graving very often signed 

by the artist himself, was and 
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not have pmi sales devoted to asm. Engravings have fantas- 
l^genre. but engravings are tic textures and details and 
PSjTOrong to creep into their extraordinary depth of field.” 
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mar own specialist auctions. than £100. Now a rare exam- 
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GARDENING/ CHILDREN 


A sculptor’s 
hand in a 
stony land 

In the second exclusive extract from her 


book, Vivian Russell visits the Luberon 


S tep through the door of La 

Louve and in an instant you 
have the essence of the 
Luberon in what feels like a 
rather exotic quarry. The rough walls 
have been chiselled from golden rock; 
the pervasive smell of lavender fills 
the ain and under your feet ties a 
floor of loose, smooth stones. 

Indifferent to the acquisitive pur¬ 
suits of a plantsman or the introduc¬ 
tion of exotica; completely uninter¬ 
ested. in fact, in growing flowers, this 
is a purist’s garden; a sober architec¬ 
tural world of hewn rock, of sculpted 
greens and greys, a textured tableau 
of aromatics and stones, or of plants 
that can be made to look like stones; a 
styhsed distillation of the Lub6ron 
landscape, where shape and volume 
are fashioned by the hand that wields 
the secateurs and garden shears. Box 
and yew have been released from the 
rank and file of the parterre, and 
rosemary, santoiina, myrtle and 
lonkera plucked from the anonymity 
of the g arrigue. clipped into mounds, 
and made to look distinctive. 

It is a garden which hugs the earth: 
the work of a man. one would think, 
perhaps an architect or a sculptor. 
But occasional incongruities appear: 
a purple allium, a few orange 
gaifiardias, a scarlet hybrid tea. It is 
said that when you garden like a 
man. you are ruthless with your 
plants, but here those plants that seed 
themselves, or are gifts from friends, 
are allowed to stay. 

Both house and garden have been 
devised as a practical and aesthetic 
response to the challenges and re¬ 
quirements of Nicole de V6sian’s life, 
always with wit and flair — because 
otherwise, as she says, why do it at 
all? Nicole's father was a Welsh 
banker her mother came from 
Avignon. She was brought up in 
Paris by an English nanny with her 
three extremely handsome, capable 
and much admired brothers. 

Her present garden style steins 
from a former home in Fort 
Grimaud, a clever pastiche of Venice 
and one of very few architecturally 
successful large-scale “develop¬ 
ments” on die Riviera. When she 


bought the house in Port Grimaud, 
lured south in search of the sun, she 
was raising five children with the 
help of a demoiselle and had started 
her own marketing consultancy firm 
in Paris to support both her family 
and a chronically unwell husband. 
Tune was of the essence—and so was 
money. “We had to fight to get things, 
or invent them and give than 
punch." 

The house was right on the beach 
and she immediately started planting 
to make it attractive. Rising at six. she 
went to the mountains to collect 
stones and dig up dstus, rosemary, 
juniper and lavender. “It was a 
struggle to get things to grow, so I 
learnt to grow things that wanted to 
grow, and every time I left, I cut back 
me lavenders and the rosemaries d 
mart.” She protected their roots with 
stones against the scorching sun. the 
wind and sea spray, soon her return 
she found the garden more or less as 
she had left it “That is what gave me 
the taste for pruning and dipping-" It 
was simple, it looked good, and it 
suited Nicole’s diameter and 
lifestyle. 

But as Port Grimaud became more 
fashionable and more crowded, and 
the children no longer wanted to 
come, she began visiting her cousins 
in Aix. 

In this way she discovered the 
Luberon. Attracted and intrigued by 
its wildness, she explored die region, 
one day discovering an old chapel 
with a tiny garden in Bormieux — 
and bought it almost as a lark. m Je me 
suis prise aujeu. Everyone said I was 
crazy.” Finding that plants seemed to 
grow easily, she filled her garden 
with red oleanders and geraniums. 
Then one day it seemed out of place, 
incongruous. “I’ve created unjardin 
de blanchisseuse, it’s so clumsy, so 
showy. So I gave the plants away and 
started again.” The hard winter of 
1965 helped — by finishing the rest 
off. “I always think we are too 
encumbered in life, and my way of 
coping has always been to simplify. 
When I came home I wanted calm. It 
shocks people I have no flowers in my 
garden, nothing on the walls either. 



Nicole de Vfeian’s garden in the Lub&on — “graphic and balanced certainly, but a bit mad as well' 


I’ve got my paintings through the 
windows. I don't need the paintings 
and chintzes of others. At the begin¬ 
ning I shocked the nurserymen by 
wanting beige oleanders and beige 
roses and geraniums. They'd ring 
each other up and say, 'Have you 
seen this folle who’s looking for beige 
plants?*" 

When Nicole first saw La Louve, in 
the same village as her converted 
chapel, it had lain an abandoned ruin 
for many years. The garden was 
much larger, and at first it was the 
stones which fascinated her and she 
just wanted to buy the garden and the 
stones. 

“There was a lot of box, so I 
thought there must be water. The 
vendor said there wasn’t. There must 
be a bassin ? You’re dreaming of 
castles, he said." But Nicole came 
back one night with rubber gloves, 
secateurs and a lamp. She was 
certain there was a well somewhere 


and. scratching around in the dark, 
she found it 

Before buying La Louve, she asked 
if she could get to know the garden 
for a summer, and began by treating 
everything that was treatable: the few 
plants that were already there. “It 
allowed me to vivre le jardin. I cut, 
pruned, clipped, fed. watered and 
had good results, but didn’t really 
know where f was going.” ffeople 
have a tendency to plan gardens 
standing up, bur it's when you are 
sitting down that you look at it most 
She made windows in the foliage to 
frame the views. She bought it by 
doing designing stints for Hermfe — 
perhaps styling the inside of Jane 
Bukin’s car, or a private aircraft 

People say you can’t start a garden 
after the age of40. Nicole was 70. She 
would return each time from Paris 
with a fresh eye, so the garden came 
together bit by bit 

Jos6, a French-speaking Spanish 


mason, helped enormously. “To sim¬ 
ple people,” she says, “nothing seems 
impossible. Only more sophisticated 
people always think of problems.” 

Seasonal plants are dismissed. “I 
don’t like to see flowers and then 
afterwards, nothing." The garden is 
filled with stones, trees and plants 
collected from the surrounding hills 
by Nicole herself. "I don’t want to 
have too tight a rein on the garden," 
she says. “Graphic and balanced 
certainly, bit a bit mad as wdL" 
Some lavenders she crops tightly, 
while others, as a counterpoint, she' 
leaves shaggy. Her beloved stones 
are placed all over the garden, but 
never fixed, because she might sud¬ 
denly want to change them. As 
original as Nicole herself is this 
garden of moveable stones and 
steadfast plants. 

© 1993 Vivian Russell Edited extract from. 
Gardens of the Riviera by Vmcui Russell 
tLittle, Brown £25). 
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Garden jottings 

for the record 

A garden journal is more than a. 
notebook - it is a gift to posterity 




THE garden notebook is as 
essential a tool as a spade or 
boe: it functions as an aide 
memoirs for recurrent jobs 
such as pruning and planting 
dates, and locations of special 
plants. It is a private place to 
confront woes and celebrate 
triumphs. I keep my notes m a 
plain hardback book, but 
there are several more decora¬ 
tive options, including one 
from the Royal Horticultural 
Soddy. illustrated with exqui¬ 
sitely realistic paintings from 
an unpublished Dutch florile- 
gium of the early 17th century. 
It could be used as an ordinary 
diary or garden notebook, but 
The Garden Book, with photo¬ 
graphs by Clive Nichols, is 
subdivided into special catego¬ 
ries for particular garden ac¬ 
tivities and records. 

While I approve of purpose- 
designed garden journals I 
have to admit that I have 
never yet managed to keep 
one. The problem is that 
gardeners are so idiosyncratic 
in their behaviour that it is 
virtually impossible to allocate 
the space to please eveiyone. 
This is not a new problem: a 
journal-notebook was de¬ 
signed two and half centuries 
ago for the naturalist and 
gardener Gilbert White, .in 
which be recorded plant, ani¬ 
mal, wind and barometric 
observations in and around 
his home in Sdborne in 
Hampshire. It was obviously 
just what he needed in the first 
few years but after a while, 
even somebody as ordered 
and succinct as While spills 
over the lines from one day 
into the next, and extra sheets 
of paper are neatly interleaved 
to cope with long entries. 

1 have to confess that I find 
the behind-the-scenes garden 
records, such as journals and 



letters, more compelling m 
some ways than writing in¬ 
tended for publication- It is 
gardening at the rockface, 
upornamented and unamdio- 
rated. Gilbert White’s journals 
are conserved in the British 
Museum and they taught me 
more about gardening in his 
period than anything else I 
have ever read. ^ 

My abiding impression is 
not however, of the differences 
but of the similariiy between 
gardens in any age. The 
weather of the second half of 
the late 18th century is quite as 
capricious as our own: one 
Christinas there were boys out 
in shirtsleeves, and in 1772, 
nasturtiums bloomed almost 
up to Christmas Day. Another 
year, it was cold enough to 
freeze the water in glasses in 
bedrooms. 

Rereading these journals 
made me realise how gappy 
my own were. I remember 
walking out into the crisp, 
dear, snow-covered garden f i 
one December 24. just in time 
to see a woodcock flying off, 
but which year it was and 
what plants then lurked be¬ 
neath the snow and what 
befell them. I cannot recall 
although I could tell you that 
the frosty Christmas Eve of 
1792 found White covering the 
globe artichokes, rhubarb, 
yucca and winter lettuces with 
straw and leaf litter to protect 
them from the cold. 

Francesca 

Greenoak 

• RHS Diaiy >994 (Frances Lin¬ 
coln, £9.99): The Garden Book: A 
Record of the Gardeners Year by 
Clive Nichols (Studio Designs 
E8.99). Gilbert White’s house and$ 
garden at Selbome. Hampshire, is 
open March-October (0420 
551275). 
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• Regularly check recently planted trees and shrubs, firm the 
soil at the base and Inspect stakes and ties. 

• Protect broccoli and cauliflower hearts by bending the 
nearest leaves over them. 

m Dig in compost and manure in borders and vegetables plots. 
%Do not overwaterplants in cool greenhouses or frames. 
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For those fractious times when the festive thrill has palled, Jessica Gorst Williams presents a round-up of diildren’s Christmas events nationwide 


GREATER LONDON 

□ Science Museum, holiday activities: 
Workshops for children of all ages on 
toy-making. 

Science Museum. Exhibition Road, 
SW7 (071-938 SOSO or8008). Dec 27-31; 
phone for details of times and 
events. Workshops free. Entry to 
museum £4 adults, £2.10 children 
aged five to 15: under fives and 
regis ter ed disabled five. 

□ Dickens’ Christmas World: Exhibi¬ 
tion including performances of A 
Christmas Card lasting one hour and 
15 minutes. For ages five and up. 
Bethnal Green Museum of 
Childhood. Cambridge Heath Road. 
E2 (OS1-9803204). Dec27-30,10am- 
5-50pm. Free. Tickets for performances 
of A Christinas Carol available 30 
minutes before performances (3pm 
each day, not Dec 27) or book in 
advance. 

□ 150 Yean of the Christmas Card: 
Exhibition including Christmas card 
competition for children and adults. 
Postman Pat will be in attendance to 
encourage young artists, Dec 29, 2- 
4pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum, 

South Kensington, SW7(071-9388500). 
Dec27,12-5.45pm: 28-31.10am- 
S.45pm. Free. Suggested donations for 
over 12s. 

□ Craft and cosrmne workshops: 
Learn about die culture of die Papua 
New Guinea highlands. Groups of 
more than ten people should mquire in 
advance. 

Museum of Mankind. Burlington 
Gardens. Wl (071-323SOUS). Dec 28. 

29. from 130pm. Free. 

□ Christmas—a Chinese Pe r s p ective: 
Listen to Chinese musicians and try 
Chinese calligraphy. Pea- all ages. 
Museum of London. London Wall. 

EC (071-60036991. Dec 28.2-4pm. No 
booking required except for groups 

of more than ten. Free after entrance 
cost : £3 adults, £1.50children and 
concessions, free for underfives, £730 
family ticket 

□ Magic Shows The “Great Czar 
magician reveals the connection be¬ 
tween art and magic. Audience partici¬ 
pation. For all agss. 

National Galley (Satnsbury Wing 
Lecture Theatre}. Trafalgar Square. 

WC2(071-8393321). Dec mi. 

3pm. Free (seats cannot be reserved). 

□ Treasures and Surprises Draw, 
talk and play game to discover hidden 
treasures in paintings and sculptures. 
For accompanied children five to 12. 
Tate Gallery. Millbank. SWI (071- 
887S000). Dec29.30.11am-1230pm. 
Free. 

□ Tbe Cosmic Onion: Royal Institu¬ 
tion Christmas Leaures on science. For 
ages ten and up. After lectures, achance 
to see Michael Faradays Magnetic 
Laboratory (4-5pm). * 

Royal Institution of Great Britain, 
Albemarle Street, Wl (07M092992). 
Dec 29,31.3pm. Non-members: 

£10 adults. £3 children. Must book 

□ Natural History Video Day: "A coat 
of many odours — the life of the 
starling explored” (midday). "Curiosity 
and the cat—what is there about a lkm 
that makes it so noble" (Ipm). "Round 
robin — robin’s eye view of life" ©pan). 
The truth about Mrs Trggywinkfe — 
facts and fiction about hedgehogs’ 
(3pm). Due to popularity admission 
cannot be guaranteed. 

Natural History Museum. 

Cromwell Road. SW7 (071-389 6323). 


Dec 30. from midday. Free after 
entry to museum: £4JO adults, £220 
children and concessions.frceJbr 
under fives. 

AVON 

□ NT and RA walk: Two-hour, four- 
mile walk through NT farmland set 
among woods and fields with views 
over the Bristol Channel Approx 30 
stiles. For ages seven and up (not 
suitable for pushchairs). 

Lower FailajuL Meet in Failand 
Church, Dec 27, 2pm. Free. (Further 
information,0225891364) 

□ Disco on ice: Family entertainment 
from ages three and up. 

Bristol Ice Rink, Frogmore Street 
(0272292148). Dec31,530pm-7pm. 

£2 JO plus 90p skate hire. 
BEDFORDSHIRE 

□ NT and RA walk: Five-mile circular 
walk over flat ground. Bring snack for 
nod-afternoon stop. Fbr ages seven ami 
up (not suitable for pushchairs). Dogs 
on leads welcome. 

WilUngton. Meet outside Dovecote 
building, Dec30,130pm. Free. 

(Further information. 0494528051) 
BERKSHIRE 

□ NT and RAwaDcThree-and-a-half- 
mfle walk through parkland and wood¬ 
land (not suitable for pushchairs). 
Basildon. Meet at Basildon Park 

NT oar park. Dec28.1030am. Free. 
(Further information,.0494528051) 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
D NT and RA walk: Four-mile circular 
walk on public footpaths on NT land 
and through part of Waddesdon Manor 
grounds (not suitable for pushchairs). 
Fbr ages seven and up. 

Waddesdon Manor. Meet at car 
park opposite war memorial in 
Waddesdon High Street, Dec 28. 
1030am. Free. (Further information, 
049452SOSI) 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

□ Mince Pie Special: Steam train 
pulled by the original of Thomas tbe 
Tank Engine. Around 320 people 
drawn In four carriages for an hour and 

a quarter. 

Nene Valley Railway. Wansford 
Station, Stibbington, Peterborough 
(0780782854). Dec 29. midday. 

1.15pm and230pm. No booking £6 
adults, £3 children, five for under 
threes. 

CHESHIRE 

□ NT and RA walk: Three-mile walk 
through parkland with deer (not suit¬ 
able fbr pushchairs). For all ages. 
Dunham Massey HalL Meet at 
entrance, Dec29.1030am. Free. 
(Further information, 0925763512) 
CORNWALL 

□ NT and RA walk Three-mile walk 
with NT warden. Bring binoculars (not 
suitable for pushchairs). Par ages six 
and up. 

Chyvarloe National Trust Base 
Camp. Meet at car park, Dec 27,2pm. 
Free. (Further information, 0752 
842560) 

DERBYSHIRE 

□ Santa specials: Fifty-minute, steam 
train, round-trip grotto with presents 
for children and sherry and mince pies 
for adults (Dec 26,27,11.15am. 1230pm. 
1.55pm and 3-OSpm). Friends of Thomas 
die Tank Engine. Children get present 
from Fat Controller (Dec 28*31. times as 
before). 

Midland Railway Centre, 

Butteriey Station. Ripley (0773 
74767411). Advance bootings 



accepted. £530adults and 
children, £330 under threes if they 
wantaprtsenL 

□ NT and RA walk: Five-mfle walk 
over field footpaths and through 
grounds of Calke Abbey. Lunch stop at 
Staff of Life, TkknalL Ancient wood¬ 
lands and deer (not suitable for push¬ 
chairs). Fbr ages seven and up. 

Calke Abbey. Meet at car park in 
grounds. Dec 27.10am. Free. (Further 

information 0530222897). 

DEVON 

□ NT and RA wallc Five-mile walk 
through steep woodland; farmland 
paths and cracks and into main valley 
system with views. Ground roughish. 
Ear ages ten and up. Dogs on leads. 
Arlington Court Meet at NT main 
carpark. Dec26.1030am. Free. 
(Details027172850). 

DORSET 

□ Icetrax and Splashdown: Family 
discos. 2-4 pm. Gaines and party 
atmosphere. Mixed age group. 

Icetrax and Splashdown. Tower 
Park, Poole (0202 716000). Dec26-30. 
Entrance £3 JO plus £1 skatehire. 

£14JO Jdmify ticket for one or two 
adults and up to three children. 

□ NT and RA walk Easy pace, MBy 
four-mife walk at Rtngmoor village and 
over NT land. Children's ages at 
discretion of parents. 

Tunwonh Farm. Meet at farm. 

Dec30,130pm. Fre e. (Fur ther 
information,0985847777). 

EAST SUSSEX 

□ Santa Special Radway ride. Blue¬ 
bell Railway: Santa visits every child 


with a gift and seasonal 
Grown-ups served mince pies. ’ 
road trip. Decorated stations and 
coaches. 

Sheffield Park Station. Near 
Uckfield. East Sussex: Dec26,27. Ring 
Jbr times and availability and to 
book (0825 724114). 

ESSEX 

□ NT and RA walk Three-mile walk 
in the morning and optional three-mile 

walk in die afternoon through die 
unique landscape of Hatfield Forest 
Level ground which may be muddy. 
Lunch at Hop Poles pub. Bedlars 
Green, midday-lpm. For ages seven 
and up. Does under on leads. 
HalfieldFbnst. Meet at Bush End 
entrance of the carpark, Dec27, 
1030am. Free. (Further 
information 0279870678). 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

□ NT and RA waBc Fbor to five-mile 
walk over undulating parkland and 
farmland, which may have muddy 
sections. Accompanied children from 
eighi years up. Prefer no dogs. 
Sherborne Park Estate. Meet at 

Ewe Pen Buildings, Dec 30. Warn. 

Free. (Furtherinformation0451 
860864). 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

□ NT and RA walk Four-mile hilly 
walk over downs and eoastijne. Accom- 
panted chfldnsi aged seven and up (not 
suitable for pushchairs). Dogs on leads 

welcome. 

Compton and Brook Meet at 
Compton Chine carpark, Dec31. 

Warn. Free. (Further information 
on0983403626). 


KENT 

□ Festival of Trees: An undercover 
tunnel lined wife 20-2S Christmas trees 
(real and artificial). The trees are lit and 
decorated with tinkling bells. 
FortAmhurst, Dock Road, 

Chatham (0634 847747). Dec 26. 
!030am-4J0pm. £2JO adults. 

£130 children, five for under fives. 

□ Boat Race Two thousand plastic 6in 
boats race organised by Dover Lions 
Club; place a bet win prizes, proceeds 
to charity. 

Dover, from Cherry Tree Avenue to 
Beaconsfietd Road. Dec 26, Ham. 

□ Snail racing: Indoors in new. heated 
ptaybam. Admission includes entry to 
animal farm. Small prizes. 

Badscll Park Farm . Crittenden 
Road. Matfield. Kent (069? 832549). 
Dec 31,3pm. £230adults, children 
£2, five for under threes. 

MIDLANDS 

□ Learn about Peter Pan: Theroed 
courses on crocodiles. Captain Hook’s 
galleon and Nana. Fbr ages five and up; 
twohour sessions. 

Midlands Art Centre (MAC). 

Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham (021- 
4403838). Dee2S-3L £380 
children. Not necessary to pre-book, 
NORFOLK 

□ NT and RA walks Four-and-a-half- 
mile walk, downhill going, uphill 
coming bade. Woodland, historic park¬ 
land. coastal cliffs. Climb gazebo if 
weather fine. Fbr ages U and up. Dogs 
txt leads. 

Sheringham Park. Meet as main 
visitors'car park, Dec 27. Warn. Free. 
(Details.0263823778) 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

□ Morris dawiring and mummers 
play: performed by village mummers 
and local monis dancers. 

Stocks Hi11, Moulton- Dec 27. 

1 lam-midday. Free, charity collection. 
NORTHUMBERLAND 

□ Allendale Bari Festival: Watch cos¬ 
tumed characters cany flaming barrels 
and fee old year burn out in a blazing 
bonfire 

Market Square, Allendale Dec 31, 
just before midnight Free. (Space 
limited). 

OXFORDSHIRE 

□ NT and RA walk Five-mile walk 
through beech woods and farmland. 
Could be muddy (not suitable for 
pushchairs). For ages right and up. 
Greys Court. Meet at car park. 

Dec 27, Warn. Free. (Further 
information, 0491574065) 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

□ Hums tbe Tank Engine's Great 
RaOway Show: Fbr all ages. See how 
Thomas began with original parish 
magazines in which fee stories were 
first published in 1943 for the Rev 
Awdrys son, Christopher. Original 
illustrations. Models of engines. Vid¬ 
eos. Colouring competition. 

Cusworth Hall, Cusworth Lane. 
Doncaster (0302 782342). Dec 29-31. 
10am-4pm. Free. 

SUFFOLK 

□ Roller dealing: New Years Eve 
party fbr under 13s wife games and 
prizes. 

National Roller Skating Centre. 

Station HiU. Bury St Edmunds (0284 
701216). Dec 31,68pm. £130 per 
head, skates included. 

SURREY 

□ Christmas at Hampton Court: Cos¬ 
tumed staff will oook Tudor recipes and 

preside over revelries and dancing. 
Dress warmly. 

Hampton Court Palace, East 
Molesey (081-7819500). Dec 27. 

10.15am-430pm; Dec 28-31, 
930am-430pm. £6J0 adults, £430 
children, £19 family ticket 

□ NT and RA walk Two-mile Oat 
walk to look at natures New Year's Eve 
preparations. A walk of discovery. For 
ages ten and up. Dogs on leads. 

Wltley Common. Meet at the 
Information Centre car park, Dec 31, 
Ham. Free. (Further information, 
0428713532) 

WARWICKSHIRE 

□ NT and RA walk four-mile hiUy 
walk to Suiuisrng Hfll and Middle 
Tyvoe (not suitable for pushchairs). Fbr 
ages ten and up. 

Upton House. Meet at car park, 

Dec 30 . Free. (Further information, 
0608810283) 

WILTSHIRE 

□ NT and RA*s walk Meet 10am for 
four-and-a-hal finite mile walk to West 
wroiet Long Barrow, State Avenue or 
2 pm for four-mile walk to Windmill 
HiIL S teady climb, can be windy. Fbr 
ages nme and up. Fbr those going on 
both, there will be time for lunch at 
Avebury village between the two walks. 
Avebury, Meet at main carpark, 

Dec28. Warn and 2pm. Free. (Further 
information, 0793831564) 

SCOTLAND 
CAITHNESS 

Suitable r or Eve up. 
Tumngsadaptabfe to groups, but 
befivu hours including lunch, £10 per 
llama - a whole family can share a 


Hama. Please give one day^s notice. 
Kings Park Llama Farm, 

Berriedale (03935202). Dec 26-31. 

EDINBURGH 

□ Qiriamas art competition: En¬ 
trants have to draw something within 
tbe museum. Judged in age groups (six 
and under, seven-nine, 10-12 and 13-16) 
Book-token prizes will be posted in 
January. Bring own equipment for 
dra w in g or painting- ffeper and water 
provided. Register on arrival. 

Royal Museum of Scotland, 

Chambers Street (031-2257534). Dec 
27-30, HkunSbOpm. Free 
GLASGOW 

□ Hands-on discovery: Exhibition 
about Scotland. Dress in fishwives’ 
costumes, create your own computer- 
designed tartan, make dinker-built 
boat, taste traditional foods, l/ncfer tens 
must be accompanied by an adult No 
under sixes. 

Scotland Street School Museum of 
Educat ion, Scotland Street (041-429 
1202). Dec 29-31.10-am-5pm 
(minimum one adult to four children). 
Free 

GRAMPIAN 

□ Christmas Carnival Indoor Ftan- 
foir Besides standard funfair rides, 
includes Shark Show, bungee jumping 
and SAS Army Game. 

Aberdeen Exhibition and 
Conference Centre. Bridge of Don. 
Aberdeen (j 7224 824824). Dec 26-31. 
adults and children 99p for1030am- 
midday session, adults and 
children £2.99 for noon-Spm and 5- 
1030pm session [one-off payment 
covers all main rides). 

WALES 

CLWYD 

□ NT and RA walk- Four-mile walk 
through farmland, pasture and wood¬ 
land. Birds, animals, badger sets. 
Warden will recall history of the estate 
(not ideal pushchairs). For ages three 
and up. 

Erddig Country Park. Meet at Yale 
Hostel, Dec 27, 10am. Free. (Further 
information. 0978 755406) 

GWENT 

□ Roman games: Play Roman board 
games, enter Children's Christmas 
Competition. Prizes win be drawn on 
Jan 10 and posted to winners. 

Caerleon Roman Legionary 

adults, ?5p children. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
ANTRIM 

□ ffiOth Mflhrnary celebrations The 
Jf"? events begm wife a firework 
display centred an the Town Hall, 

JO*n flail. Newry (0693250850). 

Dec 31.7pm. Free. 

BELFAST 

9,52?S r MnseniratChristmas quiz; Fbr 
all the family, with prizes. 

Botanic Gardens (023238)251). 

Dec 2931, Kkun-Spm. Free. 

Hatitmal Trust and the Ram- 

wSL^h-?J Ul0a •!*■* * Christmas 
* Children should be accompa- 

JSi S ^ ges ! ed *re only appmti- 
matn Weather conditions mayfitake 

Z C n^Z^ l ' !POj ' h ‘ , ' fT " RAb 


•AU information checked at time of 
& Press but it is always worth 
nnging before setting off. 





. . ' — --»r >,i 


i’. : -1 ;-r : ; 




V 

"3» 
tig.. 
, - 


r - rsr . t-vt 


= " v -? r* **!*» 






CAPC-wS.Fs. ' 






4' V- 





rH 


‘‘Cl. 

V 


y.L9no-mimemW 


•‘'V 0 . 

Si*"-' to if your 

kV* “ nep die in . 

;ij(i l >. ‘ Jr .it 


-kk« ■ VM _ V*" 

ru;ann 


o 



In a ^nrapofpe«DBs.o«Tg 
raHecrive arrugadqe. rfgf; 

U,n - **i pov*r. fro® 

'S’ si ’; KrT1 ofthe other 

[ ft. ‘•■^ravapan! enoogb. asd 









? to take away 


tbcSfeof**'** 


>i ty'[ than _ 

k v ! !°N TO WINNING CHfESSWGa 
' Vn 7* KcS 3 Ne7 checkmate, .y 


4 





k>pJI 





THEJ1MES FRIDAY DECEMBER 311993 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 1993 






WHAT’S ON 


-- —— 

tunasmay vary dunnp the Christmas 
period so please check wuh box- 
offices Deforehand 


FILMS 


NEW RELEASES 


DESPERATE REMEDIES (15) 
Airless, exhausting high camp from 
New Zealand: a period rale ol 
love and deceit Stewart Mam and 
Peter wens direct Opens today. 
MGMs: Fulham Road (071-370 
2636) H a yma rk e t (071 - 8381527 ) 
Tottenham Court Road [071- 
636 6146) Odeon Swiss Cottaoe 
(071-586 3057) Warner lOTN**^ 
*390791) 


£310) Troeadaro B (071-434 

THE HAWK (15). is Helen 
Mrrwi-s husband Lancashire’s senel 
Rnier? Modest but powerful 
domestic thrffler. from Peter 
«ansie/s novel. David Hayman 
drects. 

“GMa: Chelsea 1071-362 
5 °96) Haymarket (071-6391527) 

IN THE UNE OF FIRE (tg 

Petersea 

Odeon Mezzanine E) (0426 
9156B3) 






,-T:t 




Si;.. 




KING OF THE HILL (12): Astute 
and touching memoir ola 
Depression chftdhood. directed 
by Seven Soderbergh from 
A.E. Holchnet’s book. With 
Jesse Bradford and Jeroen Krabbfi 
From Dec 26. 

GatoB (071-727 4043) MGM 
Shaftesbury Avenge (071-636 
6279) 


. .*• k B f" 
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THE METEOR MAN (PG)-. Twnd 
WastUngjon teacher turns superhero 
and cleans up the community 
Bland, dishevelled, vneU-meanra 
fantasy from witer-tDreclor-star 
Robert Townsend. 

B (071-792 2020) 

WAKED (16): Mike Leigh's 
excellent, uncomfortable Cannes 
Phzswinner about London's tost 
souls, with David Thewfcs as the 
amoral drifter who hits the 
pavements 

MGM® Haymarket (071-839 
1 527) Tottenham Court Road (071 - 
6366148) 


Setsoko Hara in Yasnjiro 
Ora's drama Late Spring 


LATE SPRING: Moving portrait 
ola father and his dutiful daughter, 
from the Japanese master 
Yasu/iro Ozu; made in 1949. Part of 
an Ozu season. With S&fsuko 
Hara. From Dec 26. 

Renoir (071-837 8402) 

A PERFECT WORLD (15): 

Kevin Costner's cnmtoaf on the run 
with a kidnapped child, and Clint 
Eastwood in pursuit. Thoughtful A 
♦overstretched drama. Eastwood 
*dteo directs. From Dec 26 
Barbican® (071-638 8891) 

MGM® Baker Street (071-935 
9772) Futtum Road (071-370 
2636) Oxford Street (071-6360310) 

TrocadaroB (071-434 0031) 
Notting HiU Coronet B (071-727 
6705) Warner B (071-437 4343) 

UCt White lays @ (071-792 3332). 
CURRENT 


THE PIANO (Ifi): Jane 
Campion's magnificent tale ol 
repression and desire in mid- 
19th century New Zealand. With 
Hofly Hunter and Sam N&fi. 

Lumtare (071-836 0691) 

MGMs: Fulham Road (071-370 
2636) Tottenham Court Road 
(071-636 6148) Plaza (071-487 
9999) Screen/Baker (071-935 
2772) Screen/Hfflg (071-135 336® 
Warner B (071-437 434® UCJ 
Whrteteyajg (071-792 3332) 

THE REMAINS OF THE DAY 

(U): Life and tost chances of an 
English butler. Merchant Ivory's 
immaculate if chitty account of Kazuo 
ishiguro's novel wifh Anthony 
, Hopkins. Emma Thompson. 
Curaons: Mayfair (071-465 
9eeS) West End 1071-439 4805) 
Odeon® Kensington (0426- 
914 666} Swiss Cottage (071-586 
3057) 

ROBIN HOOD: MEN IN 
TIGHTS (PG): Unfunny, outdated 
Sherwood Forest spoof from Mel 
Brooks, with Cary EKves, Roger 
Rees, Richard Lewis. 

MGM® Ctteteea (071-352 
5096) Oxford Street (071-636 031® 
Odeon® Kensington (0426 
91466® Swfss Cottage (0426 
9)4096] West End (0426-915 
574) UClWWteleys 6(071-792 
3332) 



information 031-557259®. 

New Year's Eve. 10 30pm-12.3Qam. 


EXHIBITIONS 


REGIONAL 


BIG COUNTRY. Flesh tan 

their Stateside tour, the guitar-based 
Scottish band return »these 
shores for three lively gsjs. 

Glasgow. Barrowtsnds B1041- 
5524601), Wed. 7.30pm. 
Newcastle, Ur* versify ® (091 - 
261 438®. Thurs, 7pm Aberdeen. 
Capitol (0224 583141). New 
Year's Eve. 9pm-l 30am. 


LONDON 


JAZZ 


G1LSCOTT-HERON: The 
pofifrcaflymotivated anger and 
pianist whose appellations 
include “toe Godfather of rap'and 
“Minster of toformabon". 
performs with his band the 
Amnesia Express. 

London. Jaz 2 CafeB(071-9l6 
GOO®, Thurc. 7pm. London. Grand 
(071-7389000), f=n. 7pm. 


THE ILLUSTRATORS Chris 
Beetles's Christmastime show of the 
British art of illustration from 
1 780 on has become an important 
annual event, and ttvs year 
reaches ns 12th edition. A central 
theme b "The Illustrator and the 
Theatre' 1 . 

Chris Beetles. 8 810 Ryder 
street. SWl (071-839 7551). Mon- 
Sat. lDam-5pm. unw Jan 31 By 
appointment on y between now and 
Jan 4. 


STAN TRACEY: Two daes from 
the idiosyncratic ptarnsi and 
composer who has been 
celebrating his 50th year in the 
business. In Wey&ndge he plays 
with fus Quintet, bi London, with 
his Octet 

Hand and Spear, Wfeybndge B 

(0932 84503®, Sun, midday. Bid's 
Head. London. SWT3 (031-876 
5341), Thurs, Bpm. 


A Victorian Christmas Circus : Juliette Hardy (left), Marianne Grove (see Theatre) 


THEATRE 


LONDON 


ADDAMS FAMILY VALUES 

(PG). A new baby causes chaos in 
America's mosi macabre 
household. Overblown sequel, with 
gocd stretches. With Raul Julia, 
AnjeJfca Huston; director, Bany 
Sonnenfeld 

Empire (071-497 9999) MGM® 
Balter Street (071-9359772) 
FtWwm Road [071-370 263® 
Trocaderog (071-434 0031) 
Scraen/Groen (071-226 3520) 

UCJ WHMeys B (071-792 3332) 

ALADDIN (U): Drsney's brash 
Arabian cartoon does not match 
eqwdaftjns. though Robin 
WHSams's Genie is fun. Directors. 
John Muster. Ron dements. 
BarMcan B (071-638 8891) 

MGM® Chelsea (071-352 509® 
Oxford Street (071-636 031® 
Odeon® Kensington (0426 

91466® Leicester Square 
(0426-915683) Marble Arch (0426 
914501) Swiss Cottage (0426 
91409® UCI Whfteteys® (071-792 
3332) 

■£ AMERICAN HEART (1®: 

’ Father and son hit the Seethe 
streets. Well-meaning social 
drama from director Martin Bed stars 
Jeff Bridges and Edward 
Furlong. 

Odeon Haymarket (0426 
915353) 

BOUND & GAGGED: A LOVE 
STORY 1 18J: Muddled comic 
adventures tn search rt Ihe 
characters' better selves. American 
independent misfire from writer- 
director Daniel Appleby. 

MGM PtecadHly (071 -437 3561) 
CINEMA PARAD1SO: THE 
SPECIAL EDITION (PG): Longer, 
inferior version of Giuseppe 
• Tomatore's Oscar-wwier. With 
Philippe Noiret and Salvatore 
Cascio. 

Metro (071 -437 0757) 

DAVE (15): The US President's 
lookaJike takes over. Beguiling comic 
fantasy, with Kevin Kfane. 

Sigourney Weaver and Ben Kingsley. 
Ivan Rertman directs 
MGM® Fulham Road (071-370 
2636) Trocadero B (071-434 0031) 
UCf Whfteieys B (071-792 
3332) 

THE FUGITIVE (1®: 1960s 
television senes roars back to tie 
with Harrison Ford as the fugitive 
trying to clear hte name. With Tommy 
Lee Jones; director. Andrew 
Davis. 

MGMs: Oxford Street (071-636 


AN ABSOLUTE TURKEY: 

Feflcity Kendaf plays a harassed 
wife. Griff Rhys Jones a frantic 
bachelor, in Peter Half's production 
of Feydeau’s LeOndon 
Inevitable hotel room panics in (he 
second act. 

Globe, Shafiesbuy Avenue, Wi 
(071-494 506®. Previews from Mon, 
7.45pm. Opens Jen 4.7pm. 

Then Mon-Sal. 7.45pm; mate Wed 
and Sat. 3pm. 

ANGELS IN AMERICA: 

Religion, sex. Aids, corrupt politics: a 
vision of America at ihe edge of 
disaster. Tony Kushner's award¬ 
winning MWemium Approaches 
is pined by its sequel Perestroika. 
National (Coftestoe), South 
Bank. SE1 (071-8282232). 

MBeniunt Mon. 7pm and Wed, 

1pm; PerestnOo. Tues, 7pm and 

Wed. Thurs. 7pm. B 

ANORAK OF FIRE: Return of 
Stephen Dinsdaie's hilarious but also 
fouchtog account of a 
transporter's obsession. James 
Hoknes plays the dedicated 
hero. 

Arts, Greel Newport St, WC2 
(071-836 2132). Opens Tues. 8pm. 
Then Tues-Sat 8pm; mat Sat 
6pm. 


THE EGG: Intriguing revival of 
Fefcten Marceau’s comedy (L 1 Oeuf) 
from the 1950s: car i EmSe crack 
the system that looks so smooth 
and impenetrable — Bee an 
BOflf? 

Camden Studio, Offstage 
Bookshop, Chalk Farm Road. NW1 
(071-910404®. Previews Thurs, 

Fri, Jan 1 and 3,8pm. Opens Jan 4, 
8pm. Then Mon-Sat, 8pm. Until 
Jan 22. 


THE GOOD-NATUfTD MAN: 

This Christmas production means 
that both Goidsmith comedies 
are pitying to the metropolis. This is 
the earlier and the plol creates a 
right tangle. 

Orange Tree. Clarence Street, 
FSchmond (081-940 3633). Mon-Sal. 
7.45pm; mate Sal. 4pm. No peri 
today. Mon. Tues; Wed, 4pm and 
7.45pm; Thurs, 2.30pm and 
7.45pm; Fri and Jan 1,4pm and 
7.45pm; dosed Jan 3. 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS: 

Stephen Dakfry’s marveltausly re- 
imagined version of Priestfe/6 
social thriller. 

AJdnrydi, Aldwych. WC2 (071- 
838 6404). Mon-Fri, 7/15pm; Sat. 
5pm and 8.15pm; mat VWsd. 

2.30pm. No peri Mon. B 


THE THIRD POLICEMAN: 

Adapted by Ridlcukistnus from Flann 
O'Brien’s weird novel and 
praised at Edinburgh. 

BAG 2, Lavender Hill, Battersea, 
SW11 (071-2232223). Opens Wad. 
a -30pm. Then Tue^Sal, 8.30pm, 

Sun 6.30pm. Until Jan 16. 

THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF 
VERONA: The sparkle has laded 
from David Thacker's tounng 
production, now in London. 

Theatre Royal, Haymarket. 

SWl (071-9308800). Mon-Sat 
7.30pm; mats Wed and Sat, 

3pm. Extra mat Dec 30.3pm. Until 
Jan 15. 


A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
CIRCUS: Set in 1893, this non- 
animal extravaganza features 
jugglers, ctowne and trapeze ads. 
niBuUiwdi Conceit HMb 
(Great Hall). 23 Lee Road. SE3 (081- 
463 010®. Sun to Jen 3,3pm 
and 7pm. 


REGIONAL 


MACBETH: Derek Jacobi and 
Cheryl Campbefi play the hell-hound 
and his dame in Adrian Noble's 
new production. 

Barbican, Barbican Centre. EC2 
(071-638 8891). Mon-Thurs, 7.15pm; 
mat Thurs, 2pm. B 


BIRMINGHAM: Raymond 
Briggs' magical Christinas fltory The 
Siowman is brought to file 
through music and dance this week. 
Bill Aloiander directs. State 
SJanfretums to rap after the new 
year. 

Repertory Theatre, Centenary 
Square (021-236 4455). Closed 

today to Sun. Mon to Jen 1, 4pm 
and 7pm. Until Jan 29. fi 


operatic updatings are witty, 
irreverent and hugely entertaining. 
The latest to the series is 
Mozart's dark comedy, drectad, as 
ever, by Nick Broadhurst; the 
music arranged and the Bbratto 
translated by Tony Britten. 

Queen Elizabeth Hen, South 
Bank. London. SE1 (071-028 8800). 

Mon to next Sat (Jan 1), 7pm. B 

TWO WIDOWS: ENO's new 
production of Smetana's comedy, 
last seen in London 30 years 
ago. is directed by David Pountney, 
who to also responsible for the 
English translation. Marie 
Mdaughin, Anne-Marie Owens, 
Arthur Davies and Donald Adams 
are among the cast. Adam 
Fischer conducts. 

Coliseum. St Martin’s Lane, 

London, WC2 (071-636 3161). Thurs, 

7.30pm. B 

ROCK 


NUTCRACKER English 

National BaHet lakes up its annua) 
residence at the South Bank wtth 
Ben Stevenson's attractive 
production. This year's run 
features guest stars from Amenca 
and Russia The former Kirov 
ballerina Yelena Pankova returns to 
dance the roles of the Sugar 
Plum Fa«y and the Snow Queen, 
while the Bolshoi's Yuri Ktevtsov 
will make has company debut From 
American Ballet Theatre comes 
Susan Jaffe. 

Festival Hail. South Bank. 

London. SE1 (071-928 880®. today. 
2.30pm. Mon-next Fri. 230pm, 

7.30pm. S 

NUTCRACKER: Covenl 
Garden's version, produced by Petes 
Wright, is a nostalgic affair, 
handsomely dressed by Jufa 
Trevelyan Oman to Biedermeter 
period designs. But ihe star of the 
show is the fantastic growing 
Christmas tree, a magical defight tor 
children and adults alike. 

Royal Opera House. Covert 
Garden. London. WC2 (071-240 
106®, Mon, 2pm, 7pm. Tues, 

6pm. next Fri. 6pm. B 


ISO YEARS OF THE 
CHRISTMAS CARD: The first 
Chusimas card ever sent Is 
alleged to be one ctestgned by John 
Calicott Horsley in 1843 for Sir 
Henry Cole, first director of the V&A. 
Little did he fcnov what his 
innovation would lead to. The whole 
history ofthe form is covered. 
Victoria and Albert Museum, 
Cromwell Road, SW7 (071-938 
850®. Mon. mdday-5.50pm. 
Tuas-Sun, I0am-5.50pm, until Jan 9. 
Closed today to Sun and New 
Year's Day. B 

DRAWINGS FROM THE 
J. PAUL GETTY MUSEUM; Since 
1981 the Getty Museum has put 
together wfta! is already one of the 
ftnesl collections of drawings m 
the world. This loan show includes 
some 120 of them, ranging from 
Leonardo's ThreeSkeir&esofa 
ChAJ with a iamb to 
Rembrandt's Woman with a Snake 
(Cleopatra) 

Royal Academy of Arts, 

Piccadilly. Wi (071-139 7438). Daily. 

10am-6pm. until Jan 23 
Sponsored by The Times. Closed 
today. Christmas Day and Sun. 


DEGAS in BRONZE- During his 

lata-yeas Degas made 73 finished 

sculptures on motifs familiar 
from his paintings (dancers, horses, 
women bathing}. Out only one 
was exhibited in public during his 
fitetims. There are now only live 
compile sets of bronzes, and 
Glasgow is the only venue to 
Britain for this tounng show 
Df one of the sets, from the Sao 
Paulo MuseedeArtem 
Brazil. 

BuneH Collection, PoBok 
Country Park. Glasgow (041-649 
7151). Mon-Sat. IQanvSpm. 

Sun. 1 iam-5pm, until Mar 13. 
Closed Christmas Day, Sun, 

New Year's Day and Jan 2. B 


GEORGE WALTON. The 
distinguished Glasgow architect and 
designer has been 
overshadowed by his contemporary 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. But 
60 years after his death he s worth 
taking another look at. Although 
Ns 3tytetic devetopmenl was tess 
individual than Mackintosh’s, he 
also made an interesting frawition 
from Art Nouveau to his own tend 

Of modernism A long-lasting 
connection with Kodak proves to 
be as productive as it is 
unexpected 

Brighton Museum and Art 
Gallery, Church Street. Brighton 
(0273 603005). Mon-Tues. 

Thurs-SaL I0am-5pm. Sun, 2-5pm, 
until Jan 9 Closed Christmas 
Day. Sun and New Year's Day. 


NEW VIDEOS 


BOOKING 


ASPECTS OF LOVE: Andrew 
Uoyd Webber's has six musicals 
rorrtng concurrently as tWa one 
returns for a short revival. Not one of 
the best however. 

Prince of Wales, Coventry St, 

WC2 (071-839 5972). Mon-Sat, 
7.45pm; mats Wed and Sat 
3pm. Today. 3pm only. Until Jan 15. 

THE BFG: Roald DahTs Big 
Friendly Giant makes his now annual 
can on London. 

Afbeiy. St Martin's Law. WC2 
(071-867 111®. Mon. 7pm; Tues-Fri. 
2pm and 7pm; Sat, 11am. 

2.30pm, 7pm. Today, 1 lam and 
2.30pm only. 

CAROUSEL: Tunete Rodgers 
and HammeratBin has the temrSar 
mixture of the perceptive and the 
maudfin. The sets are clever. 
Shaftesbury, Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 (071-379 5399). Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm; mats Wed, Sat, 

2.30pm. Today, 2.30pm only. ® 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: Patrick 
Stewart plays 39 characters in this 
acto performance of the Dickens 
tale. Acclaimed on Broadway. 

Old Vic. Waterloo Road. SEl 
(071-928 761®. Preview Tues, 
7.30pm. Opens Wed, 7pm. Then 
Mon-Sat. 7.30pm (but not Jan 3): 
mats Thurs. Jan 1.4.6.8 at 
2pm; Jan 2.4pm. Until Jan 8. 



BLACKPOOL: A blend of 
staggering illusion, spine-tingling 
tension arto good-old-fashioned 
fun is in store with Ken HiB's 
adaptation of H.G. Wells's 
classic story The iwis&e Man. 
Grand Theatre. Church Street 
0)253 28372). Sim, Mon and Wed, 
2.30pm and 7.30pm; Thurs, 
730pm and Fri, 230pm. 

Children halt price. IJntfl 

Jan S. @ 


MEGA-DOG ALLNIGHTER: 

Techno hippies, the Cteric Tentacles, 
head an impressive inwjp 
including Orbital, Spooky and 
System 7 with veteran avant- 
garde rocker Steve Hillage. 

Brtxton Academy, London, 

SW9 (071-924 9999), New Year's 
Eve, 8pm. B 

CAPERCAILLIE: The Scottish 
(oik bard complete their UK tour with 
a Hogmanay concert also fear- 
itong the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra 
and the cast of Les Misem&es 
The Concert In the Gardens, 
Mncas Street Gardens. Ectfnbugh 


ICE FANTASY: FoUowfng the 
huge success ol the first-ever lea 
fantasy show to the UK last year, 
the Russian At Stas are making an 
encore performance this 
January. The 1994 production wiff be 
The Steeping Beauty, set to 

Tchaikovsky's nxjsic and brought to 
fife by Tatiana Tarasova, an 
acclaimed Russian choreographer . 
wtoose students have won over 
30 Olympic gold medals. 

Inverness, Eden CourfB (0*83 

221718). Jan 25-29. Sundartsnd, 
Empire B (P81-614 2517), Feb 
1-5. Leicester, Granby Halls @ 

(0533 544444). Feb 8-1Z 
Stockport. Davenport (061-483 
3801), Feb 15-19. Southend. 

CAffe Pavilion B (07Q2 351135). Feb 
22 - 26 . Bournemouth. Pavilion 
©(0202297297), Mari-5. 

Eastbourne, Congress ® (0323 
41200®, Mar 8-12. York. Grand 
Opera B (0904 671818). Mar 15- 
19. Wolverhampton, Grand S 
(090229212), Mar 22-26. 

Reading. Hexagon S (0734 
591591), Mar 29Apr 2. 

Nottingham, Concert HaK £) (0602 
482628), Apr 5-9. RtiyB, Pavilion 
fi (0745 330000). Apr 12-16. 
Paignton. Festival HaJJ® (0803 
558641), Apr 19-33. Sheffield, City 
Hall fi (0742 73529®. Apr 26- 
Mayl. 


LONDON AT HOME: The 
photographer Magda Segal has over 
ihe last year undertaken the 
major project of documenting a 
cross-section of London's 
homeffle. from a single man wifh two 
dogs to a tamlly oft? Haskfic 
Jews. 

Museum of London, London 
well, EC2 (071-600 3699). Tues-Sat, 
1Qem-6pm. Sun middty-6pm, 
until Feb 27. Closed today. 

Christmas Day. Sun and Naw 
Year's Day; open Jan 2,3. ® 

GATES OF MYSTBIY: The 

latest artistic arrival out of Russia is 
the biggest and most Important 

collection of medieval Russian art to 
travel West since the Thirties, 
and includes many pieces never 
seen outside Russia before. 

They aD come from the State Russian 
Museum in St Petersburg, and 
range to date from the lata tenth 
century to the earfy 18 th. 

Victoria & Albert Museum, 

Cromwell Road. SW7 (071-938 
8500). Mon. m(ddty-5^0pm. 
Tuee-Sun. I0am-5.50pm. until Jan 3. 
Closed today to Sun and on New 
Year’s Day.® 

RENAISSANCE FLORENCE: 

The age of Lorenzo cte 'Medici. 
caUed the Magnificent, is grancfly 
evoked in a show which seeks to 
distil the essence of Florence to 
the latter half of the 15th century 
through important paintings and 
Medici family documents. 

Accademla Hafiana, 24 Rutland 
Gate. SW7 (071-2253474). Mon-Sat. 
IQam-5.30pm (Wed to 8pm), 

Sun. middty-5.30pm, until Jan 23. 
Closed today, Christmas Day, 

Sun and New Year's Day. 

OU> MASTER DRAWINGS 
FROM CHATSWORTH: The cream 
of the Duke of Devonshire's 
drawing collection at Chatsworth t& 
welf-known, but this large show 
(220woik&) digs out some very »fe- 
known examples. Hard to 
choose highlights, but the wonderful 
Durere and Holbeins are a good 
place (o start. 

British Museum, Great Russell 
Street. WCl (071-638155®. Mon- 
Sat I0am-5pm. Sun 230-6pm, 
unta Jan 9. Closed today to Mon and 
on New Year's Day. B 


BENNY A JOON (MGM/UA. 

PG): Off-beat love story with 

genuine Charm, though treacle 
eventually overwhelms. Johnny 
Depp and Mary Stuart Master-son do 
their best as the moonstruck 
efrifter and the unbalanced girt who 
forge an unite ly romance. 

Director. Jeramah Chechik. 1993. 



Sylvester Stallone in die 
action film Cliffhanger 


CUFFHANGER (Guild. 15): 
Sylvester Stallone tangles with 
John Lithgow’s baddies high in 
the Rockies. Pitiful dialogue, 
but exuberant, non-slop 
action. 1993. 


EQUINOX (Guild, 1®: Alan 
Rudolph's intoxicating tale of tost 
souls in a crumbling metropolis. 
Jam-packed with visual magic. 
With Matthew Medina in dual 
roles (one mousy, one cocky) 
and co-staning Lara Flynn 
Boyle. 1992. 


Htac Geoff Brown; 

Theatre: Jerarry Kingston; 
Classical Music 
and Opera: Gwen Hughes, 
Rock and Jezs Stephanie 
Osborne; Dance: Debra 
Cratoe; Exhibitions: John 
ftrssefl Taytoc New VIdeoe: 
Geoft Brown; Booking: Kris 
Anderson 


BOLTON: Rob Plckavance 
returns to play Scrooge in A 
Christmas Ca/vt; Nk* Conway 
(Bitfy in Bread) plays Bob Cretchit. 
Octagon, Hcwell Croft South 
(0204-20661) Today. 2pm and 
7.30pm; Tues, 7.30pm; Wed and 
Thurs, 2pm, 7.30pm; New Year’s 
Eve, 7.30pm. Then closed until 
Jan 4. 


Derek Jacobi stars as tbe 
evil thane in Macbeth 


: , rwoBD^WATCHa«5-: : • 


Answers from page 20 
DISCISSION 

(c) Listen with narrowed eyes if jroor optician saggegs doing 
this. It means sticking a needle in your eve. or 
incision into a. tumour* or catsrad. from the 
caedere to cot 


an 
ler + 


EUHEMER1SM . 

(b) The method of mytboIogicaJ interpretation which regards 
myths as traditional accounts of real incidents in fan m anhistory, 
—-— •--«<• 316 Bo. who 


an eponym from Euhemerus. a Sicilian (c. 316 wh o 
maintained that the deities of Hdlenlc_inythology w ere den ied 
men and women, and prefended to rite a nth colic records of 
their lives. 

NOSISM 


(a) An attitude of mind in 


a group of persons, corresponding to 
couectivt arrogance, the occupational 


egotism in the individual, <-^-- 

vice of g o vernments long in power, from the Latin rros we *-isnc 
"The egotism or nosism of tbe other luminaries of me Lake 


IUC Cgousm or nosism Ol UUICI luiuumiu 

School Is at times extravagant enough, and amusing enough 
withal." 

PERDUELLION , 

(a) Hostility against the state or government Reason, from the 
latin perduellm-em. per Qtroaeh. intensawe * aueltis a pumic or 
private enemy. Walter Scott Heart of Midlothian 181& “lam of 
opinion that this rising to take away the life of a reprieved man 
wfl* prove little better than perdotHion." 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1 b8/Q+! fixb8 2 Nb7+ KcS 3 Ne7 checkrnale. 


ME AND MAMIE O'ROURKE: 
French and Saundere In wretchedly 
Bghtweigftt US pity about 
lesbian fantasies. 

Strand. Aldwych. WC2 (071-930 
880®. Mon-Thure, Bpm, Fri, Sat, 
6pm and 8.45pm. No pert today. 

PfAF; Balne Paige in powerful 
voice as the Parisian sparrow. The 
pity itself is rather less than 
marvelous. 

PfocsdUy. Denman Street, WI 
(071-867 1 118). Mon-Sal. 8pm; mats 
Wed (Lonafne Biunnfrig) and Sat 
3pm. Today, 3pm only. 


SCARBOROUGH: Set in a food 
warehouse during the night shift, The 
End of the Food Chain's 
described as "a comedy with a dak 
chocolate centre”. Tim Firth’s 
fourth play for Ayckbourn’s theatre. 
Stephen Joseph Theatre fai 
the Round (0723 370541). 
Previewing Tues and Wed, 

7.30pm. Opens Thurs. 7.30pm. Then 
Tues-Sat, 7.30pm. Until Jan 22. 


CLASSICAL 


SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER. 
Donald Snden. Miriam Margolyes 
and David Essex in Peter Halt's 
rowat of the Goldsmith comedy. 
Queens. Shaftesbury Avenue, 

WI (071-4945041) Mon-Sat. 
7.30pm; mat Sat, 2.30pm. 

Today. 3pm only; Tues, 3pm and 
7.45pm.® 

STUPID CUPID: Gay 
Sweatshop goes back lo the 19508, 
to the back row of the Peckham 
Picture Palace, for Phil WfflmoO'a 
new musical with old songs. 

BAC1, Lavender HW, eanerseo, 
SWl I (071-223 2223). PrevtewWed. 
8pm. Opens Thurs, 8pm. Then 
Tues-Sat, 8pm; Sun 6pm; mate 
There, Jan 2 and 8.2pm. Unta 
Jan 16 

SWEgNEY TODD: Declan 
Donnelan's superb sfagtog of 
Sondheim’s subtle, savage 
musical. Starring Aiun Armstrong 
and Jifta McKenzie. 

National (Cottesfoe). South 
Bank, SEl (071-928 2252). Mon and 
Tues, 7.30pm; maf Tues, 

2 pm.® 


THE KING'S CONSORT: 

Robert King and nis excellent band 
of players and toafrumentalsts 
present two concerts next week m 
(ha Wlgmora's Early Music and 
Baroque senes. On Wednesday the 
prapamme includes music ty 
Pergotesf, CoreK and Domenico 
Scarlatti, wh9e Friday's New 
Year's Eve celebration features 
Telemann, Vivaldi, Purcell and 
Handel. Among the vocal soloists on 
both evenings are the great 
countertenor James Bowman, and 
the impressive young soprano 
Susan Briton. 

Wlgmore Haft, Wjgmore Street, 
London, WI (071-935 2141), Wed, 

Fri. 7.30pm. B 

LONDON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA; The LSO see tn the 
New Year with a senes of festive 
Viennese Concerts featuring the 
usual fivety rrw of waltzes, 
marches aid prdtas by the Strauss 
family and thair compatriots. 

John Gfcugbds conducts. 

Barbican. Sitic Street, London, 

EC2 (071-638 8891), Fri, 7.30pm; 
(faster performances New 
Year's Day. 3pm. 730pm; and Jan 2, 
730pm). B 
OPERA 


OOSS FAN TXJTTE: Music 
Theatre London’s smal^scaJe 


W0WS& 














Five Caribbean holidays 
for two to be won 


--fu. ik‘. 



You’ll warm to the sunny days, balmy tropical nights and beautiful scenery of Grenada 



S pariding turquoise Caribbean wa- — one dedicated to watersports — and a 
ters lapping white coral sands, regular programme of evening enter- 
tropical rainforests, thundering tainment Meals will be on a half-board 
waterfalls, temperatures around 80F/ 


THREE KEY QUESTIONS 
TO UNLOCK A HOLIDAY 


27C, beauty everywhere — and aD 
packed into one small island of about 21 
miles long by 12 miles wide. This is 
Grenada, most southerly of the Wind¬ 
ward islands, about 150 miles southwest 
of Barbados. 

It is a place where the contrasting, 
unspoilt landscape offers never-ending 
delights, and where small towns bustle 
with colourful shops selling such things 
as locally made perfumes and soothing 
body ods. preserves and sweets and, 
most popular of the souvenirs, spice 
baskets filled with nutmeg, cinnamon, 
mace, bayleaf and doves. 

It is also the holiday spot where five 
Times readers and their companions 
can spend an idyllic two weeks next 
year, ftying Caledonian, and staying at 
the first-dass Rex Grenadian Hofei 
overlooking Tamarind Bay, near the 
island's capital St George’s. 

Built in Palladian style, the hotel 
offers a choice of two restaurants with 
contrasting views, two superb beaches 


basis so that you can also enjoy tbe 
exotic fare of the local restaurants. 

Each holiday for two. offered by The 
Times in association with Hayes and 
Jarvis, die worldwide tour operator, is 
worth about £2.000. 

To win one of these fantastic Caribbe¬ 
an holidays, all you have to do is solve 
the three questions on the right and 
phone in the answers before midnight 
next Wednesday, December 29. 

The winners, chosen at random from 
all entries, wifi then be offered this 
magnificent holiday for two which may 
be taken next year between April 7 and 
July a or August 25 and December & 
Like the idea? Then work out 
answers and reach for foe phone. 


1 What name did Christopher 
Columbus give to Grenada? 

2 In what year was Grenada ceded 
to Britain under the Treaty of 
Versailles? 

3 What is the name of the present 
prime minister of Grenada? 


• Mien you think you have solved 
these three questions... 


the 


PHONE IN 

your answers on 

0839444 503 

up to 11.59pm on Wed, Dec 29 


HflYESl 

■■MR 

#rm 


RVlP 


You will be asked to give vour three 
answers.your name, address and phone 
number. Winners wit be notified within 
a week. The holidays are subject to 
availabUity and are non-trcuvferable. 

Times competition rules apply. 
CaUs are charged at 3fy a minute cheap 
rate. -iSp a minute at all other times. 
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Beam me up, Ebenezer 


F or the past two years former 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
actor Patrick Stewart, who 
found fame and some fortune 
in America as captain of the Starship 
Enterprise, has spent Christmas on 
Broadway. This year he is bringing 
his acclaimed one-man performance 
of Charles Dickens’s A Christmas 
Carol home to England for a short 
season at the Old Vic. 

The project was bom nearly a 
decade ago. before Stewart had any 
idea that fate would be taking him 
where no Shakespearean actor has 
gone before. It was a bitterly cold 
December evening, and Stewart had 
been persuaded to give a reading of 
the book for the organ restoration 
fund in the West Riding church 
where he had been a choirboy some 
40 years earlier. Three years later, 
and now living in the Californian 
sunshine, he was looking around for 
suitable material for a one-man show 
and remembered that evening. After 
a period of experimentation, the show 
was picked up by Timothy Childs, a 
banker turned producer, who took it 
to New York in 1991. There it played 
to packed houses and gained Stewart 
a Drama Desk award for best solo 
performance. 

Although simply staged, without 
sets, make-up. costume changes or 
props, and using only five pieces of 
furniture, the performance success¬ 
fully evokes the cold city streets and 
cramped interiors of Dickens’s tale, 
peopled by about 40 speaking charac¬ 
ters. all played by Stewart. 

“The most difficult scene is the 
Cratchits' Christmas party, where 
there are eight Cratchits on stage at 
the same time. It is also the only time 
1 have ever played women and I 
particularly enjoy playing Mrs 
Cratchit The English do have this 
tradition of male actors longing to get 
into skirts and 1 have never done it. 


There was a Scrooge 
in me that needed to 
find a voice and get 
himself redeemed 
a little bit’ 


not even a pantomime dame!” He 
gives me a demonstration, his mellif¬ 
luous voice, honed by years of 
Shakespearean roles, relishing the 
pictorial language of the narration, 
his face and delivery altering to suit 
the dialogue of die different 
characters. 

Although the actor also acts as his 
own director, he acknowledges the 
help he has had both from his actor 
son, Daniel, now also living and 
working in Los Angeles, and from his 
old friend Roger Rees, himself an 
accomplished Dickensian from his 
Nicholas Nickleby days. “It was 
Roger who pointed out to me that if 
the play was to work. I had to find 
this miserable, unhappy, mean-spir¬ 
ited individual inside myself. 

“Although the show is a lot of fun 
and there is a great deal of humour in 
it, there is an underlying seriousness 
in the story. It deals with one of the 
great themes of literature, a man’s 
redemption. Maybe it was my age or 
the stage of my life I was at, but I was 
very moved by this man in the 
process of damning himself, who 
changes his life and seizes the 
opportunity of a second chance. I 
diink in a way there was a Scrooge in 
me that needed to find a voice and get 
himself redeemed a little bit Or 
maybe I have just lived in America 
for too long." 

Stewart has lived in America since 
1987, when millions of Trekldes, 
addicted for more than 20 years to 
Captain Kirk. Dr Spock and Bones, 
found themselves having to adjust to 
Star Trek: The Next Generation, led 


How has Patrick Stewart made the leap from Star Trek to 
A Christmas Carol ? Carol Allen finds out 



Patrick. Stewart takes about 40 speaking parts in his one-man version of A Christmas Carol 


by Stewart as Captain Jean Luc 
Picard, the Frenchman with the 
English accent. 

“It continues to surprise me that 
people should comment on this. One 
of the points about Gene Roddert- 
berry’s 24th century is that not only 
do we have a united planet but we 
also have a united federation of 
planets. Even in our time we see 
ourselves moving towards a united 
Europe and I continually protest that 
by that time we shall all be speaking 
the same language or be fluent in 
everyone else*s." 

Stewart defends the show vigor¬ 
ously against any suggestion that It is 
hokum (albeit entertaining and web- 
produced hokum) and as a lifelong 
socialist he finds Roddenberry* 
fairytale vision of a world with no 
poverty, sexism, racism or religious 
intolerance very appealing. 


“The subject matter is often very 
serious, albeit dressed in science 
fiction trappings. It saddens me that 
here in Britain it is for the most part 
looked on as that rather silly lads' 
show, in which people walk around 
wearing their pyjamas all the time, 
because I don’t think it is. It is to an 
©dent a Utopian vision. 

“Once we leave this solar system 
we find that life out in the galaxy and 
beyond is just as bloody and confus¬ 
ing and unequal and full of all kinds 
of prejudices as our world is now. But 
we do not interfere with what we find, 
we leave it as it is. and several of the 
best episodes have dealt with that 
particular problem. 

“As Gene used to say. every 
culture, every society requires a 
mythology. In the earlier part of the 
20th century a tot of that need was 
provided by the American West. 


There is a hunger in us to have hero 
figures that are larger than life and 
able to do the impossible and it seems 
entirely appropriate that our mythol¬ 
ogy now should be being created 
around the future, irs one of the 
tilings which explains the popularity 
of the show, particularly in the 
United Slates, which is on the one 
hand so sophisticated and so cruelly 
adult and on the other hand so 
astonishingly childlike and 
immature.” 

Perhaps it was Roddenberry’s de¬ 
sire to incorporate such philosophical 
thanes into a popular mass audience 
television show which inspired his 
apparently eccentric choice of an 
English classical actor to play the 
new captain of the Enterprise in the 
mid-Eighties, a role which Stewart 
has been described as playing in the 
style of a Shakespearean monarch. 


“In a sense in North America that 
is the way it is seen. When I was 
offered the role I didn’t realise how 
powerful a symbol the captain’s chair 
of the Enterprise is. In the early 
montits of the series I was continually 
asked questions which implied that 
by leaving Shakespeare for Star Trek 
I had sold out Finally in irritation I 
said to erne interviewer, ‘now look 
here, all of those years of sitting on a 
variety of thrones in England playing 
countless kings and pnnees with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company was 
nothing more than a preparation for 
sitting in the captain's chair of the 
Enterprise’. Then driving home I 
began to reflect that in many respects 
that was true, given what that chair 
and the captain actually mean to the 
audi e nce. " 

The role got him voted the sexiest 
man on American television, an 
accolade he found somewhat embar¬ 
rassing at the age of 52. More 
important, the Star Trek policy of 
allowing its star actors to direct die 
odd episode has given him his first 
opportunity in that area, something 
he now wishes he had done earlier. 
He has directed five episodes, has 
another planned for next season, and 
hopes one day to direct a feature film. 

British viewers without satellite 
television will get a chance to see 
Stewart* directing efforts when Star 
Trek: The Next Generation returns to 
the BBC sometime next summer. 
There is also a New Generation 
movie planned, with possible guest 
appearances from Kirk. Spock and 
other original Enterprisers. 

But although Stewart sees himself 
still spending a lot of time working in 
North America, a copy of Edward 
Albee* Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf lying an the coffee table of his 
hotel room gives a due to some of his 
other fixture aspirations. He did the 
play at the Young Vic eightyears ago 


‘I didn’t realise 
how powerful 
a symbol the 
captain’s chair of 
the Enterprise is’ 


for the director David Thacker, and 
turned down the chance of a West 
End transfer in order to go to 
Hollywood. Now he and Thacker 
have hopes of reviving that produc¬ 
tion next autumn. 

After 34 years as an actor, A 
Christmas Carol will be his first 
venture into commercial West End 
theatre, and he would like to do more 
of that but even so there are still 
Shakespearean roles, such as Pros¬ 
per©, which he has played in the 
United States and Claudius in Ham¬ 
let. which he did for BBC television, 
which he would like to play with the 
RSC before it is too late. 

"Certain roles have passed me by. I 
would like to play Lear. I am hungry 
to play is Falstaff. But central to all 
these is a desire I have, which may 
never be realised given the state of 
our world today, and that is to play 
Othello” 

Glad though he is that he has 
planned a quiet CSiristmas at home, 
before opening at the Old Vic on 
December 27, there is something 
special that Stewart will miss about 
playing Scrooge on Broadway on 
Christmas Day itself. 

There is of course that emotionally 
climactic moment in the story when 
Scrooge pokes his head out of the 
window and asks the little boy; *wh£t 
is today?’ Each time we have done it 
on Broadway the audience has 
actually responded Tt* Christmas 
Day’ on Christmas Day, but this time 
of course it wont happen.” 

• A Christmas Card opens at the Old Vic 

(071928 7616) on Tuesday 


The Kirov 
play on 
home ground 


FROM Lisa's first encoun¬ 
ter with Herman in the 
Summer Gardens to her 
suicide under the shadow of 
St Peter and Si Paul. Hie 
Queen of Spades is centred 
cm St Petersburg. Tchaik¬ 
ovsky* opera is as firmly 
anchored there as Tosca is 
to Rome. So it is totally 
appropriate that Philips’s 
recording (438 141-2 3CDs) 
should stem from the Kirov, 
latest in a line of Russian 
opera sets from that com¬ 
pany and one of the best 

Valery Gergiev, the Ki¬ 
rov* music director, leads a 
high-octane performance. 
Despite the Pastorale in Act 
II, The Queen of Spades is a 
dark ami melodramatic 
piece, a long way off from 
the detached darity of Push¬ 
kin* original story. Gergiev 
relishes the brooding 
chords and the dementia 
that slowly overtakes 
Herman. 

Gegam Grigorian* high, 
plangent ten¬ 
or, used with¬ 
out inhibition, 
is ideal for the 
solitary officer 
who announces at the start 
that he is both sick and in 
love. Maria Gulegina sug¬ 
gests that i fra, sunk in 
melancholia, is only mar¬ 
ginally more stable. The last 
act inevitably brings the 
suicide of both. 

Around them Tchaikov¬ 
sky and his librettist broth¬ 
er Modest placed more 
solid citizens. Vladimir 
Chernov returns from the 
Met to his old company to 
sing Yeletsky (a Modest 
invention) and does so with 
great suavity. Irina 
Arkhipova is the Countess 
who gets her own bade for 
being literally frightened 
out of her life. And there is a 
notable Pauline, Liza's 
friend, from Olga Borodina. 
But the set rally sounds 
like a company effort and 
under Gergiev the Kirov is 
filming into one of the very 
best at least in Russian 
opera. 

Detractors of Ambroise 
Thomas — and there were 
quite a few — accused him 
of cashing in on the success 
of Gounod* Romeo el Juli¬ 
ette when he wrote Hamlet. 
Perhaps he needed a lead. 
But once given one he was 
capable of some glorious 
melodies and he knew how 


to please his audiences. He 
might even have been a bit 
too considerate: Hamlet 
was provided with two con¬ 
clusions, one where the 
Prince is crowned king of 
Denmark and the other, 
known as “the Covert 
Garden ending’, where he 
dies by Ophelia's side. 

Both are included on 
EMI’S recording (CDS 7 
54820 2 3CDs). America* 
best take the leads. Thomas 
Hampson provides more 
dash than melancholy m 
the title role, not least in the 
most famous number. 
Hamlet* very un-Shake- 
spearean drinking song 
with which he welcomes the 
Players. In the early scenes 
Samuel Ramey for once is 
rather over-shadowed as 
Claudius, but he comes into 
his own later, as does the 
rising mezzo, Denyce 
Graves, as Gertrude. 

June Anderson is the 
Ophelia, outstanding as she 
drifts in and 
out of sanity 
during Thom¬ 
as's celebrated 
Act IV Mad 
Scene. Antonio de Almeida, 
who did a similar resurrec¬ 
tion job on Thomas* Mi- 
gnon . draws vivid playing 
from the LPO. 

Massenet wrote Don 
Quidiotte for Chaliapin, 
but by report was none too 
pleased with the liberties 
the Russian bass took with 
the title role. No such accu¬ 
sations could be levelled at 
Jose Van Dam on EMI 
(CDS 7 54767 2 2CDs). He 
provides singing of great 
warmth, but the overall 
effect is bland. A fulher 
problem is that Van Dam’s 
voice carries much die same 
weight as that of his Sancho 
Panza. Alain Fondary. The 
two men spend much of the 
opera together and there 
are identification problems. 
Nor can Teresa Berganza 
now carry the voluptuous¬ 
ness for Duldnea. adept 
though she may be at 
Massenet* mock Spanish 
songs. 

The strongest contribu¬ 
tion comes from Michel 
Plasson and his Toulouse 
Orchestra, but even he does 
not convince that Don 
Quichotte is Massenet at 
his best 


John Higgins 




June Anderson, outstanding as Ophelia 


TELEVISION REVIEW: Actresses and models have their say 


OPERA IN FRANCE 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Shop till 
you drop 

Taking in 
everywhere from 
factory shops to 
Fortnum & Mason, 
the Style & Travel 
section is devoted 
to a round-the-clock 
shopping spree in 
readiness for next 

week's sales. 
Sunday Times' 
writers advise on 
how, when and 
where to shop till 
you drop. There is a 
guide to the best 
January bargains 
while Nilgin Yusuf 
explains how to find 
designer labels at 
discount prices all 
year round. For 
those who are less 
cost-conscious there 
is a guide to six 
of the smartest 
shopping streets in 

the world. 

Make sure you 
get your copy of 
The Sunday Times 
on Boxing day 


Faces, figures and fantasies Expanding the bandits 


ITS a son of Pavlovian re¬ 
sponse, I suppose, instilled 
through years of watching 
ITV. Just a few screen seconds 
of bouncy-haired nine-year- 
old beauty queens Cl was 
Little Miss Americas') are 
required — or doe-eyed Holly¬ 
wood actresses lisping “I nev¬ 
er had a girl friend; gifts are so 
terrified of the competition” — 
and instantly the viewer feels 
this deep automatic urge to 
hear the corny tones of Alan 
Whicker. 

The connection is under¬ 
standable. Not only are mean¬ 
ingless glamour and obscene 
wealth two subjects he has 
made his own, but he is also 
the master of the inoffensive 
joshing debunk. “Oh come 
on,” you yearned to hear him 
say. “Married to Sylvester 
Stallone and you want people 
to feel sony for you ?" 

But if Alan Whicker was 
nowhere in sight, it was still a 
great evening for superficial 
ity. what with Don Boyd* The 
Babe Business on Channel 4 
(about modelling) playing 
against the last instalment of 
Carlton's Hollywood Women 
(ITV). Obliged to watch both 
films in an unfinished state, 
without the name captions, i 
found it no particular disad¬ 
vantage to know who nobody 
was: it just enhanced the 


weird, airy Emperor* New 
Gothes sensation — that the 
world of glamour has no real 
existence, is a mere conspiracy 
of puff, sustained by everyone 
closing their eyes and believ¬ 
ing in fairies. 

On the subject of glamour I 
Sprak with slim authority. I 
admit. Until a few months 
ago, I thought Linda 
Evangelista was the spot 
where Columbus made land¬ 
fall. But Boyd's film was not 
an analysis of the industry, in 
any case; it was a warm 
anecdotal portrait, mixing in¬ 
terviews told fly-on-the-wall, 
with no particular point to 
make, and at its bat when 


being funny. A succession of 
girls turn up at a magazine, 
and are let down kindly but 
not lightly. “You’re a little 
commercial for us. but you’re 
pretty... you need to smile... 
you need to lose some 
weight... you’re too short" 
This is a world in which 
people say “You’re very nice 
looking*' as a matter of fact, 
not a compliment, and as a 
way of saying no, not ves; 
where insincerity is 'the 
sincerest thing they’ve got. 
The best scenes in The Babe 
Business concerned a big-time 
agent phoning his girls — one 
abroad, one ill — his ostensi¬ 
ble eagerness for their welfare 



Carmen, a New York model, surviving in a tinsel world 


a thin Grannie* shawl inade¬ 
quately masking the frenzied 
yellow-eyed self-interest 
underneath. 

“We’re sending round some 
chicken soup, drink lots of 
water, take vitamins," he tells 
Girl A, mentally wringing his 
hands like Shylock (“My 
daughter. O my ducats, O my 
daughter^ He is busy, sharp, 
a commodity dealer. "You give 
me two quick minutes. Ill call 
you back right this second.” he 
promises. "Bye little princess, 
bye baby!" He speaks to Girl 
B. “You keeping the weight 
down?” he inquires, without 
preamble. “Concentrate, 
baby, you really got to focus.” 

Hollywood Women’s last 
instalment, dealing with the 
down-side of Dream City, was 
less funny and delivered fewer 
surprises. I mean, guess what? 
The women of Hollywood are 
friendless, they get dumped by 
their husbands for younger 
girls, the city is violent, they 
are obliged to live inside 
secure compounds, they go 
bonkers, and they are at a 
high risk from Aids. A sense of 
humour would be an advan¬ 
tage. but on the other hand it 
would also be their undoing, j 
Oh where is Alan Whicker, 
when you need him? 

Lynne Truss 


THE Opera de Paris Bastille 
is not the natural home for 
opera bouffe, even for as 
superior an example as Offen¬ 
bach’s Les Brigands. A public¬ 
ity banner flaps untidily on the 
antiseptic exterior of the build¬ 
ing and the cartoon bandits 
imposed on the standard pro¬ 
gramme cover look as though 
they are about to slide straight 
off the silvery surface. 

But foe Bastille needs a 
popular success as much as 

any other company, __ 

and, having had am¬ 
ple opportunity to see ‘Ch 

the Deschamps- 
Makeieff production 
in action at the 
Netherlands Opera. p 

they could at least ___ 

hope for the best. In 
fact it isn’t quite as incongru¬ 
ous in this space as it might be. 

Francoise Dame* sets were 
conceived for a similarly large 
stage in Amsterdam and sym¬ 
metrically designed in the 
manner of Second Empire toy 
theatre. With a deep perspec¬ 
tive centred on the volcano 
which, as everyone knows, 
dominates the border between 
Italy and Spain, they offer a 
witty and at the same time 
handsome setting. If only J6- 
rfirtie Deschamps and Macha 
Makeieff had found an equal¬ 
ly ingenious solution to the 
problem of presenting satiri- 


Les Brigands 
Bastille, Paris 


cal comedy, in a large house, 
all would be well Sadly they 
revert ail too often to clumsy 
drunk acts, irrelevant down¬ 
ing, clattering pratfalls and 
noisy explosions, in general 
they are more successful with 
posturing Spaniards than in¬ 
trusive Italians. 


‘Clumsy drunk acts, irrelevant 
clowning, clattering 
pratfalls, noisy explosions’ 


There is a problem with the 
music too. From the beginning 
it is obvious that the auditori¬ 
um is too large for both the 
instrumental scoring and the 
kind of voice required by 
Offenbach’s word setting. 
Charmed by the stylish con¬ 
ducting of liwis Langrte. one 
gets used to it and to enjoy it 



too. particularly when it 
comes (as it frequently does) to 
that most delightful example 
of its kind. "'J’entends tin bruit 
de Bottes. Bottes. Bottes...”. 
Michel Sfti&hal as Falsa- 
cappa, the leader of the ban¬ 
dits, is too experienced a 
performer to let an opportuni¬ 
ty like that go to waste, while 
Mtdtele Lagrange as his 
daughter and Doris Lam-# 
predtt in the breeches role of 
her lover are good value in the 

- ^ Qzenor sootherman- 

P 61 * °f high-quality 
ant inspiration. 

. Anyone tempted to 
indulge a taste for 
, these things can be 

S 5 ™? « die right 
... kina of musical gratifi- 

cation only if those 
singers are performing in the 
three main roles (I have not 
S** 4 . singers who are 
snarmg the parts). But there 
•ire ten other principal roles, 
reost well cast, with Ryland 
Davies and Jules Bastin out¬ 
standing among them. <P 

Gerald Earner 
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VAUDEWLE BO/CC 071836 9907 

Best Comedy Of!!* Year 
Evening Stented lewd 
Brtended Id January B. 

KEN C AMPBO LM JAMAIS W 
Uonto 731 So) Ud 2301kfe &£15 
NDperfeOac2426aJn»a 


THEATRES 


■MO SCOW 

SiaNtoBns »»• aw, UffftS 


The 


• SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 7.30- 

SWAN LAKE 

•S LAD AY 2 JANUARY 7.30* 

The SLEEPEVG BEALTY 

“I implore you oot to miss it” 

BOX OF/7CL': 071-SSf) S312 
TickctrnasU r 07J 314 44-14 (24 hr* 7 3avs) 


X\- 1 



S.™M*JiLSS4a 


niTTPP BQWIF& QtiSfiN MEET THE DEVIL 
{\BB Ai GLITTER/ hit wiusiCftL” 

IN THIS YEAR'S BIG ? 6 f 1 ooto 


VICTORIA PALACE Bnc Off A cc 
(No bkg tee) 071B341317 CC (bfeg 
feE^1344 4444/407 9927 
(Mato 0719306123 

•BUDDY* 

The Baddy Holy Story 
“BWLUANT“Sun 

•BUDDY• 

"WONDERFUL STUFF* Sun Tal 

•BUIfflY* 

Manila/600 Frl 530 5 830 

tosoo&ajo. 

Ttxfay 530 (H FWCE) A 630. 

No parts 24,25,26 Dec. 

ALL SEATS h PUCE 
fflDAYSJOPBF 
STH FANTASTIC YEAR 

mim mm n iktiimhw i ii 
BOOK—STOSEPTH 


NEW YEAR ENTERTAINMENT 


W 

Tm E A T •; £ 

ROYAL 


IbOX OffTKxfl 


0004 623568 


0904 610041 


^BERWICK KALE wJrS- 

V. ... ‘V.'i th ' : §,j (ffr ZtjS ' ? 

D^VID LEONARD & M AD T_ I HB mRR AY S h 

JACK ^THE BEANS TALK 

14 Det 1993 - 22 Jem 1994 


SAVE ^ OUR delumptious FAMILY TICKET 

X I Ql ~ - — AND YOU COULD SAVE Up TO <la: 
t. I tf I THIS IS A STRICTLY LIMITED OFFER; :-! for G;f« h, derail. 


“Gizzardgulping 

good family fun^nnes 

by Roald Dahl 
Adapted and Directed by 
David Wood 





“SENDS 
EVERYONE 
HOME HAPPY 
ON HIGH 
HEELS AND 
WITH 
FLARES 
FLAPPING!” 

MAH OH SUNDAY 


i/ 



'•/‘BRILLIANT! 
I CANT WAIT 
TO GO AGAIN” 

LBC 

“THIS IS A 
SHOW WHICH 
TRULV KNOWS 
HOW TO STRUT 
ITS FUNKy STUFF.” 

DAILY TELEGRAPH 




HE STUFF OF 


TIMEOUT 


% 


Thcllutcracker 


HOT Sw 

CAMBRIDGE THEATRE * Coven! Gdn ★ 071 494 5080/6 

OFFER VALID 3 JANUARY - 4 FEBRUARY EXCLUDING SATURDAYS 8.30PM 



THE BERKELEY 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 
‘BRAZILIAN FANTASY” 

Enjoy the colour and excitement of 
‘CarmvaF in Knightsbridge 

THE COST OF 
£400 PER COUPLE 
INCLUDES:- 

* One night’s accommodation in a deluxe room 
* Champagne Reception 

* Four course d inner with specially selected wines 

* Champagne breakfast at 1 am 

* Dancing until 2 am 
*“TaHeside” Cabaret 
* “Fun Carina” 

* Use of Health Club and pool 

Tax and service inducted 

For more information and 
reservations, call the 
Reception Manager on 
(071) 235 6000 

The Berkeley, Wilton Place, 
Knightsbridge, London SW1 
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CONCERTS 


VICTOR HOCHHAUSER presents at the ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

SPECTACULAR IMEW YEAR GALA COIMCERTS 




Royal Albert Hall 
Box Office 

071 589 8212 


MONDAY 27 DECEMBER at 7.30 

GRAND 

CLASSICAL GALA 

National Symphony Orchestra 
Conductor David Coleman 
Pro Musica Chorus Kentish Qpem Chorus 
Band of the Grenadier Guards 
Baritone Alan Opie 

MENDELSSOHN Overture EnfloTs Cave. ROSSINI 


Uroo al factotum Barber of Seville. HANDEL ifaMuiah 
Otonn The Messiah. JEREMIAH CLARKE Tivmpfo 
Voluntary. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Gfwnsfaeves. 
VERDI Anvil Chonn II Trovatore 
DUIWS The Soreroert Appiwitice. ELG-tR Ptomp « 

_Cbtlunstana Ntereh to. 1. ALBINONI Ada$o 

GOUNOD Soltfiero* Chorus Foust VERDI« Provona 
LA Traviala. SOROCHN Potovtsfan Dances Prince Igo'. 

LEONCAVALLO Protoguv I 
JOHANN STRAUSS Rrofatzky March. RAVEL Botero 

Tchaikovsky'1812' OVERTURE 
with cannon & mortar effects and 
^SPECTACULAR LASERS 


TUESDAY 28 DECEMBER at 7.30 

GRAND 
OPERA GALA 

National Symphony Orchestra 
Conductor David Coleman 

Malcolm Sargent Festival Choir 
Fanfare Trumpeter* of the Grenadier Guard* 

*7HB£E GREAT OPERA STARS* 

Sop Julie Daft on Tenor Anthony Mee 
Baritone David Barren 

VERDf Overture The Force 0» Destiny, PUCCINI Che 
gaflda manina. Si mi cfifomano tfinri. 

O igavt FanciuBa Lb Bofame, VERDI Eri tu AltaAad 
Ball. PUCCINI One fine day. Humming chon* 
Madam Bunefffv, VERDI Dto ehe n'eB alma Don 
Carlo*. VERDI Grand Marah Aida, F»UCCINI 
Intermezzo Manon Lcnaul, VERDI BrindoL 
DJ provarua & mar L» Traulaia. PUCQNI Vteai d'arta, 
E lueevan te sleflc. Te detim Tosca VERDI 
La donna 4 mcMe Rlgoierro. VERDI Rftoma VBuritor 
A»da. VERDI Warner MlFalrosae Bind***** 

II Trovatore, VERDI Chow of Hebrew Slava* Nabucco. 
PUCCINI NESSUH PORMA a FINAL SCENE Turandot 


Tickctmaster CC 
071 344 4444 

25 hr;.<7 (iiiys 


WEDNESDAY 29 DECEMBER at 7.30 

IGOR 

OISTRAKH 

**Oth ANNIVERSARY CONCERT* 

BEETHOVEN 

Overture Leonora No.3 

BEETHOVEN 
Violin Concerto in D 

TCHAIKOVSKY 
Violin Concerto in D 

PH1LHARMONIA 

ORCHESTRA 

Conductor ARNOLD KATZ 


THURSDAY 30 DECEMBER at 730 

GRAND 

TCHAIKOVSKY GALA 

National Symphony Orchestra 
Conductor David Coleman 
Band of the Grenadier Guards 
STARS OF THE MOSCOW CITY BALLET 
Svetlana RBppova and Dmitri Romanov* 
Ehrim FBkova and Aritady UstwitUM* 
Fantasy Overture, Romeo & JuBet 

“Swan Lake-Pas da deux 
Eugene Onegin - Waltz & Polonaise 
Capmcto ftaflen 
March - Symphony rtto.fi 

•Nutcracker - Grand Pas da data 
Overture * 1812* 
with cannon 8 mortar effects 

SPECTACULAR LASERS 



FRIDAY 31 DECEMBER at 7.30 

GRAND 
OPERA GALA 

National Symphony Orch e stra 
Conductor David Coleman 
Malcolm Sargent Festival Choir 
Fen Fare Trumpeters of the Royal Engineers 

•KMT GREAT OPERA STARS * 

SoDrano Susan McCtdloch Mezzo S*Dy Burges* 
Tenor Edmund Barham Baritone Keith Latham 
OrJHANSB. S GREIBUtm d factotani BARBER OF 
ILTTOVAT “ 


SEVILLE, Anvff Chores H. 1 


RTORE. O mio befafaino 


GIANNI SCHICCHlOn wtth the modey I WGLiACa 
Rower diet LAKME. Duet THE PEARLHSHERS, 
SdfaV Chome FAUST. Greed March AIOA.S<riOy 
awsha* my heart SAMSON & D5UIAH foMHtor 1 * eong 
CARMEN, ?5da of the VMmfe* DE WALXURE. Quartet 
HGOLETTO, Habatara CARMEN, Lomifoet OTtLiO, 
Miwm'i Waltz LA BOfSME. htannezzo CAVALLEfllA 
RUSTICANA Cham* of Hdm States NA8UCC0, 
Nanon droma ft Rnel acena TURANDOT 

Overture & Party Scene DE FLEDERMAUS 



V t> 


SATURDAY 1 JANUARY at 7 30 

VIENNESE 
NEW YEAR GALA 

National Symphony Orchestra 
Conductor David Coleman 
The Strauss Ballet Company 

Suppe Overture Light Cavalry 
Johann Strauss H Excerpts from Graduation Ball* 
Romantic Waltz*. Good Girt Polka* 
Ptopetuum Mobla*. Cuckoo Potts, Empero^ Wate 
New Year Galop', Hmgarton 
March. Chatterbox Polk*. Tates from tte Vfenns 
Woods. Pizzicato Polka. The Blue Danube Waltz* 
Josef Stray is Anvil PoUu, 

Waldietifel Skaters' Waltz. Waltz Espana* 
Johann Sirauss I Radstzky Mwch, Bahn Frel 
Hans Cbrifclian Lumbye Champagne Galop 
With many surprises to celabraia the New Year 

«iimn to t— 
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FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 1993 


OUT OF TOWN 



W hat I would like 
most for Christ¬ 
mas is one of 
those new¬ 
fangled things that changes 
sails, cooks, and best of all 
washes up—it's called a crew. 

I have a bunk full of 
presents to open tomorrow, 
but since none has wriggled 
since f set out from Southamp¬ 
ton 33 days ago to sal around 
the world alone, I know I am 
out of luck. 

So far I have enjoyed good 
fortune, crossing the equator 
on December 12, four days 
ahead of my schedule and 
three hours ahead of British 
Steel n, the leading yacht in 
the fully crewed race last 
winter that also went west- 
about around the world More 
importantly, I am already 16 
days up on (he record time set 
by Chay Blyth 22 years ago, 
averaging better than 8 knots 
over the first 6,000 miles. 

It has not all been plain 
s ailin g, however. With the 
fresh air and exercise, this 
long distance sailing has some 
beneficial effects on health but 
since leaving, I have split a 
molar on a biscuit and my 
hands are a mass of calluses 
and cuts, which refuse to heal 
in this saltwater environment 
Now, with the 2000 miles to 
Cape Horn and my solo 
baptism in the Southern 
Ocean, I have the medical kit 
open to try to dear up the 
damage as soon as possible If 
these sores are still open once I 
am down in the “Furious 
Fifty" latitudes, then the icy 
Southern Ocean will cause me 
real trouble. 

Much of my first week at sea 
was spent sorting out unex¬ 
pected problems wiih chafing 
within the rig of my 67ft yacht. 
Group 4 Securitas. I have 


fitted roller farling systems to 
the foresails which work welL 
but the fully battened main¬ 
sail, designed to make reefing 
easy, was rubbing badly on 
the rigging. The problem was 
finally solved by pulling down 
die sail several times to add 
patches while keeping an eye 
open far further wear. 

One week out off the Portu¬ 
guese coast the boat and I 
endured our first gale togeth¬ 
er. It was good experience for 
the Southern Ocean but it left 
me desperately tired. There 
was a lot of shipping around, 
and for the next four days. I 
could steal no more than four 
hours' sleep in each 24 hours. 

E ventually the north¬ 
east trade winds 
filled in and I found 
myself surfing down 
steep seas at 11 knots and in 
control —just. Then the blast¬ 
ed wind shifted round behind 
me and I had to gybe; not an 
easy task on a boat this size 
when you are alone. 

What a mess 1 got myself 
into. The headsail wrapped 
itself around the forestay — a 
devious double/triple twist 
that defied all sensible at¬ 
tempts to unwind it To cure 
the problem. 1 had to make my 
first somewhat scary trip up 
the forestay in my self-ascend¬ 
ing kit a technical name for 
the four-part purchase at¬ 
tached to the bosun’s chair. 
Five hours later and with die 
yacht a mass of tangled rope 
and sails. 1 finally sorted it out 
by {Rilling the sail round and 
round the stay until it cleared. 

In contrast the first film- 
drop rendezvous off the west 
coast of Gran Canaria on day 
12 went smoothly. Adrian 
Donovan, a rival skipper in 
last winter's British Steel 


Going like a breeze 
before a fickle wind 





" X 

■ r 

The routes taken by Chay Blyth and Michael Golding, who set out 22 yean and one month later than his hero 


Challenge race, brought out 
file film crew aboard a yacht 
he is delivering to the Caribbe¬ 
an. We sailed in company for 
several hours and had a good 
yam, my first direct contact 
with the outside world. I 
dropped a canister of fibn off 
for them to collect and the film 


crew rushed back to charter a 
plane to take aerial shots. 

The meeting buoyed up my 
spirits no aid and l derided to 
put up the spinnaker and 
make a show of it when they 
returned- However, just as I 
got the sail up. file wind 
shifted. Down it came again, I 


gybed the boat and reset the 
sail an tbe other side. Then the 
wind shifted again and began 
blowing fitfully, varying from 
5 to 30 knots. By now I was 
soaked in sweat and exhaust¬ 
ed, the bonhomie long gone. 

One last attempt for the sake 
of public relations. You 


guessed it The bloody wind 
swung round again and just as 
I got tbe sail down, tbe plane 
appeared. Tbe wind. I have 
learnt can test you to the point 
of screaming. Perhaps it is just ■ 
as well there is nobody out 
here to hear me. 

Interview by Barry PickthaB 



Group 4 Securitas is 16 days ahead of Chay Blyth'S schedule 


Oliver Tickell reports on water meadow restoration 

The Windrush 
banks flood 
with new life 


ouvBincwai 


O ver half a century of 
agricultural intensifi¬ 
cation. file water 
meadows of England have 
been reduced to less than one 
twentieth of their former ex¬ 
tent But now an innovative 
project is restoring 170 acres of 
water meadow on the Nat¬ 
ional Trust estate at Sher¬ 
borne, near Burfbrd in 
Gloucestershire. 

In 1965. after 300 years or 
more of traditional manage¬ 
ment Sherborne’s meadows 
were drained and ploughed 
for wheat while the Thames 
Conservancy flood control en¬ 
gineers dredged out and deep¬ 
ened the river Windrush. A 
rich, extensive habitat for 
summer flowers, dragonflies 
and wading birds was elimi¬ 
nated. Until now. 

Initially, Andrew Mayled, 
the NTS area warden for 
Gloucestershire, had the idea 
to create an otter habitat but 
the idea grew into something 
more ambitious — the largest 
water meadow restoration 
project in Britain, launched at 
a cost of £70,000. funded by 
the trust and the Countryside 
Commission's Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme. 

Only the main sluices, 
bridges and drains remained, 
so the first step was to redis¬ 
cover the meadows’ complex 
drainage and irrigation net¬ 
work. An 1888 Ordnance Sur¬ 
vey map provided some of the 
information; man ones of 
those who knew the system 
before it fell into disuse in the 


1930s filled in other gaps. 
William Tremaine, for exam¬ 
ple. made hay on the meadows 
with his father, and carried on 
farming the land until his 
retirementlast year. 

“John Lester drove a tractor 
and his main memory was of 
nearly getting bitten to death 
by horseflies, so be didn’t 
regret seeing file meadows 
drained and ploughed," Mr 
Mayled says. “ Fortunately. he 
remembered the layout of the 


Wildlife was a 
by-product; we 
are putting it 
at the 
forefront’ 


sluices and ditches, so his 
knowledge was very useful." 

FTOm October to March, the 
meadows were flooded by a 
shallow, fast-moving flow of 
river water. Hus kept the land 
a few degrees above freez in g 
point in winter. “Because ox 
this you could keep the grass 
growing in file shallow water 
through the winter." Mr 
Mayled says. “Then you 
would drain the meadows off 
at the beginning of April and 
give the sheep aid cattle their 
early bite of fresh grass." 

By the end of May. livestock 


was moved on to other pas¬ 
tures. Then the meadows were 
briefly reflooded by opening 
file river’s sluice gates, to 
replenish moisture and nutri¬ 
ents. and left to grow until the 
July hay-cut After another 
short flooding, cattle would 
then graze down the growth 
until the land was again 
flooded for the winter. 

The meadows were labour- 
intensive: two men were em¬ 
ployed on the land throughout 
the year, and villagers would 
join in hay-making for a 
month or more. But they were 
very productive. About 3.000 
bales of hay a year were cut in 
the early 1900s. 

Graham Scholey. the local 
conservation officer for the 
National Rivers Authority 
(NRA), encouraged the 
scheme. He says the plan is 
not to revive the fanner man¬ 
agement routine in its entirety: 
“The purpose is to make a 
viable farming unit and to 
maximise nature conserva¬ 
tion. Wildlife used to be a by¬ 
product, now we are putting it 
at the forefront 

“Tbe NRA*s main contribu¬ 
tion was to excavate the ditch¬ 
es.” Mr Scholey says. "We also 
made a detailed survey so that 
we would know where to put 
the excavated earth to prevent 
stagnant water pools and get a 
smooth flow of water." 

At the same time, the NRA 
was also rehabilitating the 
river itself. “Much of the river 
Windrush had been over¬ 
dredged and over-engineer- 



Andrew Mayled (lefty, and Graham Scholey examine a sluice on the Sherborne estate 


ed,” Mr Scholey says. "In * 
places, the natural bed had 
been ripped away to increase 
capacity, taking out all the 
micro-habitats that are vital 
for wildlife." 

The NRA has reinstated 
fjravd beds for spawning fish, 
introduced boulders to create 
"riffle and pool” systems, and 
flattened the riverbank profile 
to make shallow, shelved 
banks for wild flowers and 
water plants. 

The Windrush is now alive 
with a surging power, thanks 
to file NRA’s flood control en¬ 
gineers. “Some of them could 
have been digging the river 
out 30 years ago," Mr Scholey 
says, “which shows how the 
thinking has changed.” 

Bade on the meadows, most 


of the ditches are now in place, 
and the land has been reseed¬ 
ed wiih seven species of grass 
to ensure biological diversity. 
New sluice gates are in place, 
made of estate-grown oak and 
ironwork wrought by the es¬ 
tate blacksmith to a traditional 
design. "We believe in being 
historically correct,” Mr 
Mayled says. 

There is nothing orthodox, 
however, in the agreeme n t 
between the trust and its new 
tenant farmer on the mead¬ 
ows, Robert Jones, who moves 
in this month. By performing 
environmental services, such 
as operating the water mead¬ 
ows, managing wood pasture, 
laying hedges, controlling 
farm effluent and maintaining 
nitrate-free areas, he will be 


able to offset up to 20 per cent 
of his rent 

"This is the first such agree¬ 
ment die trust has signed, and 
we are doing it as a test for die 
future," Mr Mayled says. “We 
may be regarded as an organ¬ 
isation interested only in 
bouses and gardens, but vfc 
take conservation seriously. 

Evidence of this is in the 
£4(k000 the trust has spent so 
far on restoring the meadows, 
complemented by more than 
£30,000 in grants from the 
Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme. “Compared to what 
you can spend on a historic 
house it* a small sum,” Mr 
Mayled says, "but the end 
result will be superb: the 
largest working unit of water 
meadows in Britain.” 




By Raymond Keene 


Today's position is from the 
game Flear - Emms, Hastings 
Challengers 1989/90. How 
does White use the cluster of 
pieces he has around the Black 
king to force a decision? 

Spectators wishing to visit this 
year's category 13 Hastings 
Premier should ring 0424 - 
44534S for further details. 

The solution and winners of 
last Saturday’s Winning Move 
competition will be published 
on New Year’s Day. 


®L 



Today’s solution, page 17 
Christmas chess 
competition, page 9 




By Philip Howard 


DISCISSION 

a. A heated argument 

b. Divorce 

c. Sticking needle in eye 

euhemerism 

a. Good nature 

b. Taking myths literally 
c Fine weather 


nose 



NOSISM 

a. Collective conceit 

b. Prejudice against 
shapes 

c. A negative reaction 
PERDUELUON 

a. Treason 

b. A duellist’s rapier 

c. A cold winter wind 

Answers on page 17 


Feather report 


Wild about turkey 


T urkeys do not. as you 
might suppose, crane 
from Turkey. They 
come from North America, 
and the first Europeans to eat 
them were the Spaniards, who 
found them living wild in the 
Mexican forests. The Spanish 
brought them back across the 
Atlantic, and the English were 
already eating them by 1540. 

Why are they called turkeys, 
then? It seems that at first they 
were not dearly dlstmguished 
from the guinea fowl, which is 
an African bird. The guinea 
fowl were brought to this 
country by the “Turkev mer¬ 
chants". or traders with ihe 
east, and both species were 
christened "turkeys". Nobody 
seems to know why the name 
“turkey" was attached finally 
to the one bird ratter than the 
other: it has been suggested 
that the turkey’s gobbling 
sounds rather like “turk. turk. 
turk”. 

They still live as wild birds 
in ihe United States, from 



Wild turkeys are stiff to be found in North America 


Pennsylvania to Florida, and 
also west into Mexico. Bui 
they are immensely shy. and 
to have seen one is a feather in 
an American ornithologist's 
cap. The wild turkey looks 
quite like an old Norfolk 


turkey — generally brown, or 
even blade, with brilliant re¬ 
flections of bronze or metallic 
green, and the same bare head 
and neck adorned with red 
wattles that is familiar to us in 
farmyard birds. But the wild 


turkey is a trim, athletic bird. 
Our fat turkeys, bred for the 
market, often waddle around 
with dislocated hips, so great 
is the weight of meat they 
carry on their breast 
it was the British who sent 
the turkey bade to America as 
a table bird, on the ships of the 
early settlers. Its wild ancestor 
is now extinct in the more 
northerly states, not only 
because the turkeys were shot 
for food, but also because they 
were considered a threat to 
cornfields, and guards were 
mounted to prevent flocks of 
wild turkeys descending. It's a 
hard life for a turkey. 

Derwent May 

•Whafs about Birders — check 
local lakes and gravel pits for 
smew. Twitchers — ivory gull. 
Lerwick, Scotland; red-breasted 
goose. Pulborough. West Sussex. 
Details from Birdline. 0891 
700222. Calls cost 36p a minute 
cheap rate. 4Sp a minute at all 
other times. 









































